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.steel induetry bas caused bottlenecltS 
in railway wagon production; and 

(b) if so, the steps being taken to 
maximise production of these items? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND STEEL AND MlNES (SHRI 
..PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) and 
(b). Despite lO\\rer production of 
saleable steel in the main steel 
plants due to constraints on the availa-
bility of essential inputs, 66,800 tou-
nes of Structurals, including Angles 
and Channels, were supplied in 1979-
.80 to Railway Workshops and Wagon 
Builders compared to only 50,000 ton-
nes in 1978.-79. The supply also com-
pares favourably w'lth the commit-
ment of 67,300 tonnes. 

Subject to availability of essential 
Inputs like power and coal, it is pro .. 
posed to substantially increase the 
production of angles (both equal and 
unequal) and channels during the 
year 1980-81, as compared to the pre-
vious year. 

-Closure Of Alloy Steel Plants in Dur-
gapur 

768. SHRl K. RAMAMURTHY. WIlJ 
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that huge 
accumulation of stainless steel worth 
several crores had led to the closure 
of Alloy steel Plant in Durgapur; and 

(b) if so. the reaSOllS thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI 
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) No, 
Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Imported edible Oil. given to west 
Bengal Stale 

770. SHRI PIUS TIRKEY: Will the 
Minister of CIVIL SUPPLIES be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the quantity of imported edible 
oils given to West Bengal State by 
the Central Government in !View of 
coming festival season; 

(b) whetheT all States haVe ibeen 
asked to take delivery from the State 
Trading Corporation of India; 

(c) if so,. when it will be available 
to consumers in the market; and 

(d) whether the prices of these im-
!lorted edible oils will be less than 
those of other edible oils manufactured 
in India? 

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SUP-
PLIES (SHRI V. C. SHUKLA) ~ (a) 
to (d). In the context of the deDaD4 
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for imported edible oils indicated by 
West Bengal Govem~ht a:h. a1l.oca-• tion of 5,000 tonnes of reftned Rape-
seed oil and 2,000 tonnes of RBD 
Pdmoil is presentiy being made 
every month for \Vest Bengal. 'rhis 
would be continued Ln the coming 
festival months also. The imports ot 
edible oils meant for Public Distri-
bution are being made by the State 
Trading Corporation of India (STC) 
and thus, the various States which 
are lifting these oils for public distri-
bution are required to take their deli-
veries from the STC. The various 
State Governments have been advised 
to lift the imported oils allocated to 
them every month from the STC for , 
issue to the consumers through the 
Public Distribution System, and this 
is a continuous process. Insofar as the 
issue prices of imported oils sold 
through the Public Distribution System 
are concerned, they are fixed at a 
fair and reasonable level, and 3re 
presently less than the prices of 
edible oils produced indigenously. 

Supply of newsprint to Newspaper' 

'771. SHRI PIUS TIRKEY: Will the 
Minister of COMMERCE be plea~~d 
to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that News-
papers are not getting the adequate 
SUlPply of paper (Newsprint) by the 
State Trading Corporation; 

(b) whether any complaint has 
been received or noticed by the Gov-
ernment in this regard; and 

(c) if so, the details thereOf and 
the steps taken by the Government to 
JD.eet the supply of newsprint to the 
Newspapers? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
~ STEEL AND MINES (SHRI 
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) The 
STC arranges import of newsprint 
based on forecast of demand made by 
Registrar of Newspapers. So far 
the import has been adequate to meet 
the den land. 

(b) and (c). During 1979, how-
ever, there was port congestion at all 
major Indian ports as a result ot 
which there was a reluctance on the 
part of shipping lines including Natio.-
nsl Lines to lift newsprint cargo to 
India. Even after arrival of vessels at 
times there were waiting period of 
30---40 days. One of the suppliers 
mill was closed due to strike which 
lasted 7 months. In view of these 
facts it is possible that in some cases 
there may have been delay in arrival 
of newsprint. However STC main-
tains buffer stock to meet such contin-
gencies from which newspapers can 
lift their req uirement within their 
entitlement. 
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