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Cooperation of Labour Leaders in

boosting produnﬁw Checking
rise in eg

5499. SHRI S. M. KRISHNA: , Will
the Minister of LABOUR be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government have
sought co-operation ‘of labour leaders
to help the country te get out of the
low production and high prices trap;
and

(by if so, the facts thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI
T. ANJIAH): (a) and (b). The
Prime Minister met leading represen-
tatives of labour on the 1st of July,
1980. A text of her address is attach-
ed.

The Trade Union Leaders assured
full cooperation. There were a num-
ber of <constructive suggestions par-
* ticularly on Labour Management Re-
lations. One suggestion wag to set
up Tripartite Task Forces in specific
industrieg to go into the factors im-
peding production and productivity.
Otherg were in fegard to matters such
as consultatlon with representatives
of labour on a continuing basig in the
formulation of National Plan, revival
of the Tripartite consultative ma-
chinery and changes in Labour Laws.
Action for ‘implementation of these
suggestions has been initiated.

Statement

TEXT OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S

SPEECH AT A MEETING WITH LA-

TCOUR LEADERS IN NEW DELHI
ON JULY 1, 1980(

Thig meeting has been called to en-
able Government and Central Unions
and their leaders to exchange views
on the economic situation which is
cause for grave concern. I should
like to outline the background in
which we are meeting and the main
issueg pefore us.
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We must get the country out of the
‘low production-high prices’ trap as
qucikly as possible. This i not an
easy task and needs concerted action
by different segments of society. The
role of workers, who are the key
element in production processes is
crucial. It is gratifying that by and
large Indian workers are alive to
their responsibilities and have kept
the economy going in the face of
many adversities, some of which are
not of their making.

But it is clear that the effort so far
made is not enough. I shall mention
a few facts which, although well
known, will enable you to appreciate
the gravity of the situation and also
our real potential which we have fail-
ed to realise in full. I state these
facts not for any political points-scor-
ing but to remind you that the coun-
try and itg problems are our mutual
concern. In g situation where all
peaple are subject to hardship, we
must do much better than we have
so far done, whatever the reasons for
earlier slackness and whatever diffi-
culties now facing.

Take a few key sectors of the eco-
nomy. The production of coa] has
stagnated just over 100 million .ton-
nes for 3 years. Between 1974 and
1977 the production increased by 28.1
per cent while it increased by only 1.4
per cent between 1976-77 and 1979-80.
Another sinew of the gconomy, steel,
registered a similar trend. Itg pro-
duction increased by 65.8 per cent in
1974—177 ang the rate of increase bet-
ween 1977—80 declinegg to 18 per
cent. In the same period the ° rates
of increage of production of fertilisers,
so essentia] 10 augment agricultural
production, decreased from 73 per cent
to 25 per cent.

We are only too familiay with the
Slowing down of activity in other -
infrastructural sectorg like Railways,
Power, Bhipping etc. It is heartening
that there ar. some gigns of revival
in our potts, coal mineg etc., but the
leeway to be made up in an important
sector like railways iIs enormous, {f
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industrial production has to register
positive rateg of growth, The origina-
ting revenue-earning traffic on rail-
ways was 2128 'million tonnes in
1976-77 and slumped by 8.7 per cent
to 194 million tonnes in 1979-80. This
is truly distressing for the railways
are at the hub of our transportation
and commerce. They should have
supported g much higher level of
activity generateq in the movement
of foodgrains, petroleum products,
ooal and other impertant industrial
goods. s

It is no wonder that such a fall in
performance and productivity was
accompanied by deterioration in
industrial relations situation. The
number of mandays lost due tg strikes
and lock-outs has increased from
12,75 million ip 1976 and 25.32 mil-
lion in 1977 to 43.9 million in 18579.

If this situation continues, we shall
only sink deeper into the morass.
However, there are signs that our
large mass of silent ang industrious
working anq managerial force, and
our technical and scientific talent
would like to end thig drift. They
and the energetic rural labour force
sustain gur economy and seek cons-
tructive guidelines. It is the duty
of leaders of labour #nd industry to
bring about an understanding of
national problems among workers
an'd employers, and encourage them
to jointly work to raise levels of
production and efficiency.

We have assembled to day,to. dis-
cuss how best to re-establish  high
standards of productivity and indus-
trial harmony. .In a democratic
suciety, it is understandable  that
trade uniong should compete with
<ach other in wining workers over to
their organisations. But the gystem
will work only if the ground rules
and conventitns of civilised behaviour
are -pot vialated and indisciplined and
violence, are aveided.

The tendency .to strike work on the
part of workers manning important
servicegs like cranes in ports, loco-
motives on railways, pumping sta-
tiong in water workg and generating

plénts in power system is 'deplorablel
particularly when the strike is called
by a small group only to take advan-
tage of the vulnerability of the situ-
ation. No Government, especially in
our present economic gituation can
afford to be cowed by such anti-
social demonstrations of irresponsibi-
lity by a Zew. I appeal to the trade
union leaders to reflect calmly .on
the great damage causeq to the eco-
nomy by anti-social elements who
infiltrate into trade unions. In fact,
I expect you will give the lead in
helping us to check this.

The endemic nature of the  poor
industrial relations situation in our
eastern coal belt cannot be viewed
with equanimity. Those who trigger
off thess situations should realise that
their gains wil] be shortlived {f as a
result of their actiong the nation as
a whole loses.

Public sector enterprises present a
strange spectacle of the labour fight-
ing itg own image, as it were. These:
enterprises are national property
without any exploitative ownership.
Yet even in those enterprises the
labour whose physical and financial
performance is poor, are fighting for
higher benefits without a correspond-
ing willingness to talk about porms
of productivity.

I mention some of these problems
to stress the need for constructive
and farsighted leaderslip. Wherever
leadership hgg pl®yed a constructive
role, there has been high productivity
and performance. Such leadership
has been pre-occupied with the re-
dressing of the genuine grievances of
wogkers by an effective dialogue
with. management, and peaceful de-
monstrations of solidarity when the
situation go warranted. Only too
well are wa aware of the intransig-
ance unimaginativeness that’ often
plagues many managements. Fortu-
nately, we have several- remedies
available within the ambit of - the
law and of social and politi¢gal rela.

-tionships. I ghall also talkk to somme
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leading industrialists regarding this
matter and to put before them your
own constructive suggestions on lab-
our-management relaticns,

The industriaj working class has
played a notable role in our freedom
movement. Labour leaders, like
Shri vV .V.Giri, have occupieq posi-
tions of honeur in our national life.
Workers have an enormoug and vital
contribution to make in the economic
reconstruction of our pation. I want
them to fight not only for their own
rights, but for the rights of those
who have fewer advantages. The
working class must look after the
interests of the non-wrking class
as well, those who, for no fault of
theirs, cannot secure employment.
I am anxious that the reasonable
basic needs of industrial workers are
met—their articles of adily use,
health, education, etc. The recent
budget provides several reliefg to
them. I am against the attitudes

- Which pits workers against peasants
and town against villages. I assure
you that the interets of the industrial
working class are close to my heart.

Your views on the industrial rela-
tions laws, the bonus law ang the
evolution of tripartite machinery will
be given sympathetic consideration
by the Government. However, at this
meeting I hope you wil] concentrate
on increase in productivity and pro-
duction so that we can absorb more
persons in gainful employment, I
should like you to place your views
before us on this aspect more than
any other matter,

How can differences be removed or
at least patched over to increase pro-
ductivity and production and to help
alleviate urban and rural unemploy-
ment, under-employment and pover-
ty. The Ministry of Labour and
other Ministries wnll take careful
note of what you have to say on
various aspects o¢ industrial relations
in difféerent gectors. Your sugges-
tions will be gympathetically follow-
ed up by the Government.

JULY 24, 1980
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Ring Raflway in Srinagar

5500. DR. FAROOQ ABDULLA:
Will the Minister of RAILW.AYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a proposal
under consideration of Government
to set up a ring railway in Srinagar
city;

(b) if so, whether any scheme has
been prepared for this;

(¢) if so, when the final decision
is likely to be taken;

(d) the total cost of expenditure
involved; and

(e) whether any survey has been
conducted?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN): (a) to (e) A pre-
liminary engineering survey for a
Joy Ride Railway (N.G.) at Srinagar
in Kashmir was carried out during
1976 at the cost of the State Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir, which
revealed that the proposed 2 ft. guage
link between Nehru Park and Shali-
marbagh via Chasma Shahi and
Nishatbagh along the Dal Lake
(10.657 kms.) would cost 1.93 crores
(excluding cost of rolling stock) at
1976-77 cost price. The present-day
construction cost will be much high-
er. A copy of the survey report was
sent to the State Goveérnment of
Jammu and Kashmir with the request
to convey their concurrence tg take
up thig project in the same manner
as for other metropolitan cities links.
However, the State Government of
Jammu anq Kashmir had dropped
this scheme in January, 1979. Since
then np further consideration has
been giw.?n to thig project.

Introduction of an Expresg Train from
Purulia to Howrah

5501. SHRI BASUDEB ACHARYA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
Pleased to state:

ca) wnethrer there is any proposal
1 introduce an express tralp from





