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of pests, diseases and weeds in ratoon
cane, the role of agricultural chemi-
calg detailed water requirement and
s0i] moisture conservation studies, for
the benefit of farmers in the State;
and

(b) in what other ways the I.C.AR.

have made endeavour to serve the far-

“mers and the sugar industry in regard
thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a)
Yes, Sir. The Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research is alive to the
needs of Karnataka State by way of
sugarcane research support. Same of
the important research findings for
improving productivity of cane crop
in the State are given below:

Varietal Programme: Co. 62175 a
variety superior to Co. 419 jn yield
and H. 2045 a non flowering cane with
little loss in tonnage and quality with
longer fielg life have been released.

Pests, Disease and Weed Manage-
ment: Ty reduce smut incidence the
University of Agricultural Sciences,
Bangalore has undertaken on the re-
commendation of Indian Council of
Agricultural Research Foundation
seed production through heat therapy.
Chemical weed control through use
of 2-4-D (1.0 Kg/ha) or Sinazine (1.5
kg/ha) has been found to be success-
fu] in the gtate trials. Both of these
have special gignificance m increasing
ratoon productivity.

Role of Agriculturay Chemicals:
Besides herbicides, use of Reglone, at
the rate of 0.54 kg/ha, in Chemical
control of flowering in varietieg like
Co. 419 hag been gemonstrated to be
successful.

Fertilisers and ratoon productivity:
Addition of potash hag been found to
increase productivity of ratoon crop
in red soils.

Water management: State Govern-
ment of Karnataka have already made

detailed recommendations on soil-wise
irrigation gcheduleg to conserte soil
moisture and to take best advantage
of the soil water reserves. A gpecial
research programme on peaction of
varieties to water stress has been
taken up by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research,

(b) Besideg the continuing research
programme under the Coordinated
Sugarcane Research Project and State
Research Stations, the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research have also
taken up ad-hoc programme in Karna-
taka State. The Indian Counci] of
Agricultural Research is also harnass-
ing the resources of the sugar Industry
in the Karnataka State to generate
usefu] recommendations and other
information. For example M/s
Somaiya Sugar Works, M/s Mysore
Sugar Co., Mandya and M/s Paudava.
pura Sahakari Sakkare Karkhana,
Paudavapura are collaborating with
the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research in finding out varjetal mix
for extended duration of crusing to
ensure higher recoverieg in factories.
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Optimum utilisation of Agrieultural
Land with Surface Irrigatien

5858. SHRI S. M. KRISHNA: Wilt
the Minister of AGRICULTURE Dbe
pleased to state:

(a) whether a programme for the
optimum utilisation of agricultural
land with surface irrigatian facilities
is being undertaken: and

(b) if so, the cost of the scheme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a) Yes, Sir.
Command Area Development Progcani-
me has been taken up in 76 major and
medium irrigaticn projects having an
ultimate irrigation potential of 15 mil-
lion hectares

(1) For the five-year period 1978—¥3,
an outlay of Rs. 275 crores under Cen-
iral Sector and Rs. 283.0 crores under
State Sector has been provided. Rs. 110
crores are expected to be provided
frem institutional sources.

Srength of Extra-Departmental Staff

5859. SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of staff in the
P & T Department as on 30th June,
1980;

(b) the total number of extra de-
partmenta] staff in the P&T depart-
ment as on 30th June, 1980; and





