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UND.P, Aid for Research Cenires,

Drylang Farming ang Fishing Re-
search Centres

5899. SHRI S. B. SIDNAL: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it ig a fact that the
United Nationg Development Prog-
ramme have agreed to provide assis-
tance to various agricultural improve-
ment and research centres, dryland
farming and fisheries research centres
in India; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

MINISTRY OF  AGRICULTURE
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The following are the Projects
being executed by the ICAR with the
UNDP assistance: —

1. Post-graduate Agricultural Edu-
cation and Research for Estab-
lishing Centreg of Advanced
Studies (1ND)/73/020, IND/
78/020 and IND/T77/003).

The development objective of this
project is to support the nation’s food
production efforts by strengthening
centres of advanced studies for post-
graduate teaching and researchk in
selected fields of agricultural sciences,
with a view to help in enhancing the
competence of professional staff and
augmenting facilities for high quality
research, to tackle problemg coming in
the way of increased agricuitural pro-
duction in the country. It would also
reduce dependence on foreign coun-
tries for post-graduate education.

The UNDP 1nitially approved follow-
ing s1x sub projects in 1971 - —

(i) Plant protection at the Univer-
city of Agricultural Sciences, Banga-
lore;
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(ii) Dairy Science at the National
Dairy Research Institute, Karnal;

(iii) Poultry Science at the Indian
Veterinary Research Institute,
Izatnagar;

(iv) Soil & Water Management at
the Haryana Agricultural University,
Hissar;

(v) Agricultural Engineering at
the Punjab Agricultural University,
Ludhiana; and

(vi) Agricultural Economics at
the Indian Agricultural Research In-
stitute, New Delhi.

In view of the overall success of the
project and following the recommen-
dations of the UNESCO/FAO Techni-
cal Advisory Mission of January, 1978,
on the request of the Government of
India, the UNDP has further sanction-
ed Phase III to establish seven new
Centres of Advanced Studies from
June, 1979, to start similar operations,
in the disciplines viz: —

(i) Agricultural Microbiology at
the Tam1l Nadu Agricultural Univer-
sity, Coimbatore;

(ii) Tropical Horticulture at the
Indian Institute of Horticultural Re-
search, Bangalore, in collaboration
with the University of Agricultural
Research, Bangalore;

(iii) Temperate Horticulture at
the Himacha] Pradesh Agricultural
University, Solan Campus;

(iv) Mariculture at the Central
Marine Fisheries Research Institute,
Cochin;

(v) Plant Physiology at the Indian
Agricultural Research Institute
New Delhi;

(vl) Dairy Processing at the
National Dairy Research Institute,
Karnal; and

(vii) Agriculture Communication
at the G. B. Pant University of
Agriculture & Technology, Pantna-
gar.
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2. Project on Improvement of Date
Palm. UNDP Project No. IND/78/
006/C/01/31.

The UNDP is providing assigstance
to a project entitled “Improvement of
Date Palm” for a period of five years
with effect from April 1978 at a total
UNDP input of $ 456,200 and Govern-
ment of India inputs of Indisn
Rs. 1,590,820 (in kind).

The immediate objectives of the
project are introduction and evalua-
tion of suitable varieties of dates at
different locations vz, Mundra (Guja-
rat) Bikaner and Jodhpur (Rajas-
than) and Hissar (Haryana) in semi-
arid areas. It may be mentioned here
that 500 suckers of important culti-
vars have already been imported from
California in September, 1978 and
have been planted at the above men-
tioned locations.

3. Project op Intensification of
Fresh-water Fish Culture.

The FAO/UNDP assistance to the
Project on ‘Intensification of fresh-
water fish culture and training’ at
Freshwater Aquaculture Research and
Training Centre at Dhauli, Orissa is
to the tune of US $5,82,509 over a
period of 5 years from June, 1979.
The foreign assistance will be in the
form of consultants, fellowships
abroad ang essential equipment not
available ip India.

The Project wil]l assist in:—

(i) strengthening the existing re-
search training and demonstration
facilities required to sustain the
future development of freshwater
aquaculture at the national level;

(ii) training the highly specializ-
ed staff required for the above pur-
pose; and

(iii) in formulating the imple-
menting realistic research and
demonstration programmeg aimed at
filling the existing gaps in fish cul-
ture technology as well as directed
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towards the transfer of the newly
developed technologies to the pro-
ducer.

Food Produciion in Puajab

5000. SHRI R. L. BHATIA: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) the total production in Punjab
in respect of wheat and rice upto
June, 1980; and

(b) the percentage of production
of wheat and rice in Punjab with that
of all India?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN):
(a) The production of rice in Punjab
has steadily increased from a level of
145 lakh tonneg in 1975-76 to 30.7
lakh tonnes in 1978-79. The produc-
tion of wheat has also increased in
Punjab from a level of 57.9 lakh
tonnes in 1975-76 to 73.9 lakh tonnes
in 1978-79. The ifina] estimates of rise
and wheat for 1979-80 have not yet
become available from Punjab. How-
ever, according to current assessment,
the production of rice might be around
the last year’s level of 30.7 lakh
tonnes in 1978-79, while the produc-
tion of wheat might mark an increase
of about 3 tc 5 per cent over the level
of 73.9 lakh tonnes in 1978-79.

(b) The percentage production of
wheat and rice in Punjab to that of
all-India is 4.9 and 21.2 respectively
for the triennium ended 1978-79.

Fair Price Shops without Riee
5901. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:

SHRI BAPUSAHEB
PARULEKAR:

SHRI NAVIN RAVANI:

Will the Minister ot AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that large
number of fair price ghops in Delhi
have gone without stocks of rice,
for the last fortnight;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) action taken thereom?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN):
(a) There was some paucity of rice
at some of the fair price shops in
Delhi during the third and fourth
weeks of June and first few days of
July, 1980.

(b) and (c). The supply wag in-
terrupteq at some of the fair price
shops due to the go-slow and work-
to-rule agitation of the Food Corpora-
tion of India staff. @ However, Delhi
Administration took contingency steps
for wuninterrupted supply of food
articles through centres opened for
this purpose.

Opening of PAT Officng in Bihar

5902. SHR] HARINATH MISRA:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleaseg to state:

(a) the number of villages, Dis-
trict-wise, in Bihar which do not have
Postg & Telegraph Offices til] now;
and

(b) the number of Posts & Tele-
graph Offlces that are proposed to be
opened in Bihar as a whole and in
North Bihar, District-wise during the
Sixth Plan period?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI KARTIK ORAON): (a) Dis-
trict-wise information relating to the
number of villages that do not have
post offices in Bihar is furnished in
Annexure- 1 and the number of
villages that do not have telegraph
offices in Bihar is furnished in
Annexure II.

(b) The number of Posts and Tele-
graph Offices that are proposed to be
liopened in Bihar as a whole and in
North Bihar District-wise during the
Sixth Plan period will be finalised
after the Plan tangets are decided.





