113 Written Answers AGRAHAYANA 14, 1802 (SAKA) Written Answers 114

(b) whether it is a rare and strategic
mineral; if so, for what purpose can
it be utilised and what quantity of
imports and what costs will be saved
thereby annually;

(¢) have benefication tests been held
in consultation with Indian Bureau of
Mines and with what results; and

(d) whether Government cf India
are giving any assistance to Karnataka
in this mater and whether any project
is being set up.

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL. AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) Scheelite is a rare and strategic
mineral, which is used mainly for
manufacture of ferro-tungsten, an
important substance for production of
various types of special steels. Sinc?
proauction of Scheelite has not ye:
started, reduction in import and there-
by saving in foreign exchange as a
result of production of Scheelite can
not be estimated at this stage.

(¢) Yes, Sir. Results have been
satisfactory and encouraging.

(d) The Bharat Gold Mines
Limited, a Government of India Un-
dertaking is setting up two plants i.>
(i) Pilot Plant for recovery of Schee-
lite from the rup of mine ore (ROM)
at a cost of Rs. 27.50 lakhs and (ii)
Plant for recovery of Scheelite from
tailing dumpgs accumulated over de-
cades in the mine areg at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 47.40 lakhs, Tho
Plants are likely to be commissioned
in the near future, M/s. Hutti Gola
Mines Company Limited, a State
Government Undertaking, is 3lsg con-
sidering a feasibility report submittod
by Indian Bureau of Mines. M/s.
Hutti Gold Mines Company Limited
alsg proposes sending samples to
Unitead Kingdom for pilot plant stu-
dies in order to obtain a second opi-
nion for maximum recovery of Schee-
lite concentrates. A view regarding
setting up of a project can be taken
only after the results of pilot plant
studies are known affd feasibility re-
port finalised,
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