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for the procurement storage and
supply of the essential commodities
to the outlets of the public distribu-
tion system.

The State Governmentg and Union
Territory Administrations are enforc-
ing the provisions of the Essential
Comimodities Act, 1955 and the Pre-
vention of Blackmarketing and
Maintenance of Supply of Essential
Commodities Act, 1980 tg curb the
activities of anti-social elements in-
dulging in hoarding and blackmar-
keting of essential commodities

Cash credit facilities at concessional
rates of interest are being made
available through Commercial ard
Cooperative Banks tg the State level
agencies entrusted with procurement
and distribution of essential com-
modities.

Ceniral Government Suggestion to
Grow more Trees

1096. SHRI G Y. KRISHNAN:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleaseg to state:

(a) whether 1t 1¢ a fact that Cen-
tral Goverameni hag suggested the
State Grvernments tp grow Imore
trees and

(b) if s0, how far Centiral Gavern-
ment bave got success in thiz regard
and tle ways sugdested to various
States +¢ seek the co-operaiion of
penple 1n thig regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRIES OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION (SHRI R. V. SWAMINA-
THAN): (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) The State Governmentg are
now taking up larger plantation pro-
gramme on the appeals issued by
the Central Government from time
to time. Various t{ree plantation
schemes have been included in the
Bixth Five Year Plan and normal
programme of the States and Uta,
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During 1080-81, the toal number
of seedlings planted in all states was
about 84 crores. For 1081-82 the
target has been enhanced +to 134
crores

All states have been asked to set
up extension wings under the Forest
Department for educating the people
and obtaining their cooperation in
t{ree plantation programme. The ex~
tension wingg arc expected to edu-
cate the public about the importance
of tree planting through various pub-
lications, talks, slides, films and ex-
hibitions.
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