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(b) in which parts Soviet and Ger­
man experts have surveved mineral
oil and have been successful?

The Minister of Mines and Oil (Shri 
K. D. Malaviya): (a) (i) The follow­
ing areas are being investigated by 
*he Oil and Natural Gas Commission:

1. Jawalamukhi .. Punjrb
2. Janauri etc.
3. Jaisalmer .. (Rajasthan)
4. Cambay and Kutch .. (Bom­

bay) etc.

(ii) The Assam Oil Company are 
carrying out investigations in Moran, 
Hugrijan and Nahorkatiaya areas in 
Assam and several test wells have 
been sunk.

(iii) The Standard Vacuum Oil 
Company are carrying out test drill­
ing in the Burdwan District of West 
Bengal.

(b) A Soviet team of oil experts 
visited Punjab, Jaisalmer, Cambay, 
Coastal areas of Orissa and Madras, 
Assam and Tripura. These experts 
did not carry out surveys for oil. They 
studied available data, visited various 
areas of interest for oil exploration 
and made their recommendations 
which are being examined.

Indian Parties in association with a 
number of Soviet experts are now 
carrying out geophysical prospecting 
in Gurdaspur and Hoshiarpur. It is 
too early to say anything at this stage 
about the success or otherwise of their 
efforts.

High Power Coal Council

216. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the 
Minister of Steel, Mines and Fuel be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of -meetings held 
and the important decisions taken so 
far by the High Power Coal Council;

(h) whether the question of trans­
port difficulties 'was discussed; and

(c) if so, with what results?

Minister of Steel, Mines and Fuel 
(Sardar Swaran Singh): (a) One
meeting of the Coal Council has been 
held so far. At this meeting it was 
decided to set up four Committees, 
to deal with specific groups of pro­
blems coming within the purview of 
the Council, viz: —

1. assessment of resources:
2. requirements and utilisation;
3. production and preparation; and
4. transportation.

The reports of these Committees are 
awaited.

(b) and (c). The Committee on 
Transportation is engaged on the 
study of various problems connected 
with transportation. As mentioned 
above, this Committee’s report is also 
awaited.

Purchase of Aircrafts
217. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the 

Minister of Defence be pleased +c 
state:

(a) whether Government have 
placed an order with any foreign 
country for purchase of aircrafts; 
and

(b) if so, the names of the coun­
tries?

The Deputy Minister of Defence 
(Sardar Majithia): (a) Most of our 
aircraft are purchased from foreign 
countries.

(b) United Kingdom, France and 
the U.S.A.

District Courts Buildings in Delhi
218. Shri Radha Raman: Will the

Minister of Home Affairs be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether buildings for District 
Courts at Tis Hazari are ready for 
occupation;

(b) if not, how much more time 
they would take to complete in all 
respects;

(c) when the District Courts will be 
shifted to their new buildings;




