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that there is a great deal of traffic
between Hindupur and Guntskal on
Southern Railway, it is proposed to
run a shuttle train service or diesel
coach service connecting these two
important stations to avoid congestion
in mail trains also?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): Due to
paucity of coaching stock and loco-
motives, priority for the introduction
of additional passenger carrying trains
has to be given to sections where the
overcrowding is excessive, and having
due regard to the extent of overcrowd-
ing that prevails, there is no proposal
in hand to run a shuitle train service
or diesel coach service between Gun-
takal and Hindupur.
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Expansion of Railways in Assamr

361. Shri Amjad Ali: Will the Min-<-
ister of Railways be pleased to state:

(a) whether the planning done for
expansion of Railways in Assam for
the Second Five Year Plan will be-
upset if the oil refinery is established.
anywhere within the State of Assam;
and

(b) whether in view of the urgency-
of the establishment of oil refinery-
for the oil {ields of Assam, Govern-
ment are thinking of any revision of
their plan of expansion in Assam?

The Deputy Minister of Railways.
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) and (b).
Provision of rail facilities required
in connection with the sctting up of
a Refinery for refining the oil found
in Assam has not been included in the
Sccond Five Year Plan for the Rail-
ways. Therefore, separate provision.
will be required to cater for additional.
movement of traffic depending on.
where the refinery is established.

Cargo of foodgrains

362. Shri Easwara Iyer: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state whether steamers with
cargo of foodgrains do not regularly
call at the Valiathura Pier at Trivan-
drum?

The Deputy Minister of Food and

\ Agriculture (Shri A. M. Thomas): The

Valiathura pier at Trivandrum is used
whenever-any foodgrains are discharg-
ed from steamer calling at Trivandrum
which is nominated as the port of
discharge from time to time.in the
light of all relevant factors such as.
weather conditions, local requirements,
and vacant storage accommodation.

Training of Block Development

Officers
363. Shri §. C, Samanta: Will the,
Minister of C ity Develop t

be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is:a: fact that the
works of National Extension Service
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Blocks opened could not be carried
on for want of Block Development
Officers; and

(b) if so, how many such National
Extension Service Blocks are there in
‘West Bengal at present?

The Minister of Community Deve-
Jopment (Shri S. K, Dey): (a) No.

(b) Does not arise.

Travelling Ticket Collectors

364. Shri Subodh Hasda: Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a num-
ber of grain shop staff has been ab-
sorbed as Travelling Ticket Collectors
in the South Eastern Railway;

(b) if so, whether requisite quali-
fications for a Ticket Collector were
<considered before absorbing them;

(c) whether these Travelling Ticket
Collectors were temporary service
holders in the grain shops; and

(d) what is the number of such
“Travelling Ticket Collectors in that
Railway?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Yes, 145.

(b) Surplus Grainshop staff were,
before being absorbed as Ticket Col-
lectors interviewed by an ad hoc
‘Selection Board to assess their suit-
-ability for such posts. In the case of
-employees who did not possess the re-
quisite educational qualifications but
were otherwise considered suitable,
‘the General Manager’s sanction to the
relaxation of their educational quali-
fication was obtained.

(c) Yes.

(d) Out of 145 ex-Grainshop staff
:absorbed as Ticket Collectors, 117
have already been promoted as Tra-
welling Ticket Examiners and 28 are
at presert working as Ticket Collec-
sors.
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