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Contracts were- assigned to these
two agencies after scrutinising their
proposals by the Committee of offi-
cials from Doordarshan, ang therefore,
the allegations made in the article are
baseless,
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Discovery of Qil in Basins of Rivers

3815. SHRI K, B. CHOUDHARI:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that oil has
been found in the basins of some of
ocur major rivers ang at geveral places
off-shore;

(b) if so, the steps taken to tap
these sources;

(c) the expected productlon of 011
from the resources; and -~ °

(d) whether it will be sufficient for
our domestic requirements?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI P. C. SETHI): (a) and (b).
While no o0il has been found
on major river beds, “oil has been
discovered in 13 oil bearing structures
in the offshore areas. Oil at the rate of
about 175,000 tonneg is already being
produced from the Bombay High area
where most of the gtructures are locat-
ed.

(c¢) During the Sixth Plan period a
total production of 51.3 million tonnes
of oil from offshore areas is envisag-
ed, However, it ig hoped to produce
substantially more crude oil by 1984-
85.

(d) No, Sir,
Coal industry enters into collaboration
with leading coal mining countries

3816, SHRI KRISHNA PRATAP
SINGH: Will the Minister of ENER-
GY be pleased to state:

- (a) whether it is a fact that the
coal industry has entered into colla-





