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the Sixth Five Year Plan. Govern ... 
ment's strategy is to try and dis over 
maximum possible oil in the short .. 
1eet J)ossible time and plans are 
drawn to achive these objectives. 
There is also the need to conserve thi 
non-renewable source of energy. 

It is hoped to produce indigenous 
'crude at the rate of 30 million tonnes 
-Per annum by 1984-85 which is likely 
to meet 70 per cent of the projected 
-demand. No detailed plans have been 
made for the Seventh Plan period yet. 
However, while every effort is being 
made to increase the offshore & on-
shore p'roduction it may not be possi-
ble to predict self-sufficiency in the 
ne~r future from the presently disco-
vered reserves /fields, 
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Telephones Service in the Country 

305. SHRI P. NAMGYAL: 
SHRI AJIT BAG: 

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that telephone 
services in the country are very poor; 

(b) whether it is also a fact t~t the 
Minister of Communications agreed 
with a deputation of Citizen's Council 
of Delhi who met him On 8th October, 
1981, that poor services in the Tele-
phone Department are mainly due to 
low quality of instruments and acce -
sories, lack of discipline and unqua-

' lified staff; and 

(C) if replies to (a) and (b) above 
are in the affirmative, what steps Gov-
ernment propose to take to improve 
the poor telephone service viz.-a-viz 
to improve the quality of instrum.ents 
and accessor'es. tackle indiscipline and 
to impeart training or replace the 
unqualified staff? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS 
(SHR'I KARTIK ORAON): (a) No, Sir. 

(b) About 40 per cent of the total 
complaints are due to defects in tele-
phone instruments and house wiring. 

The recruitment to the various cad-
res is made as per the standards ()f 
qualification prescribed tor each of 
the type of post and rigorous training 
is imparted to the recruits beJ:ore they 
are put in the field. There is no lack 
of discipline and action is taken when-
.ever cases Qf indiscipline -come to 
.notice. 
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" (c) I.T.I. has st~rted production . of 
an impcovecil type. of telephone instru~ 
~e~t coded . 677. 

Regular referesher training is being 
imparted to the technical personnel 
and .operat:ve staff . to keep them ab~ 
reast with the latest te<;hn~logy. 

Disciplinary action is taken when-
ever cases of . indiscipline come to 
notice. 

Exploration ro,ramme of O.N.G,C , 

306. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM, 
CHElV.l.ICALS AND FERTILIZERS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) ,whether the Oil and Natural 
Gas Commission had undertaken a 
large scale exploration programme; 
and 

(b) it so, what progress has been 
made in this regard and where ONGC 
has discovered oil and when this 

e would be completed? 

MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI P. C. SETHI) : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) ONGe has since inception ddl-
led over 39 lakh metres and completed 
1895 wells in the onland and offshore 
areas. 0 GC has to date found oil/ 
gas in Assam, Gujarat, Godavari, etc. 
in onshore and in the Bombay High, 
Palk Straits, Pondicherry, Andamans, 
etc. in the offshore. 

In 1980-81 ONGC attained a produc" 
tion of over 9 million tonnes and the 
target for the present year is 13.70 
million tonnes both for onshore and 
otrshore areas. ONGC's exploration 
programme envisages further explora"" 
tion in West Bangal, Tripura, Hima~ 
layan Foothills, 'Raja'3tn.an, etc. in the 
onshore and the Godavari, Ratnaglri, 
Palk Straits, Cauvery, etc. in the off .. 
shore. 

ONGC proposes to continue further 
~ploration work in the Bombay High 
area, in Palk strait, etc., where oil bal 

been discovered by ONGC recently. 
Exploration is . a continuin~ process. 
and will be continued vigorously to 
discover and produce max:mum amount 
of hydrocarbons in the shortest pos-
sible time. 

Probe into Newspaper Vendoor 
Demand 

307. SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIN": 
DIA: Will the Minister of INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING be 
'Pleased to state: 

(a) whether in view of the recent 
'stir by newspaper vendors pressing 
-their demand fOr retention of 30 per-
cent commission for vending business~ 
Government have caused a probe into 
the entire pr:ce structure of the news-
paper industry to determine the rea-
sonableness of the venders' demand; 
and 

(b) if so, what steps have been taken 
in that direction? . . 

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI VA-
SANT SATHE): (a) ~tn(f (b) No. Sir. 
However, one of the terms of refe-
rence of the recQnstituted Press Com-
mission relates to "economics of the 
newspaper industry; newsprint, p:int ... 
ing machine and other inputs for 
newspaper' .s' .' 

Accumulation of Coal at Pitheads 

308. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will 
the Minister of ENERGY be pleased to 
state: . 

(a) whether there has been heavy 
accumulation of coal at ilie pitheads;. . . 

(b) whether various agencies hand-
ling the coal have not been able to 
distribute the coal to match the rate-
of production; and 

(c) what steps Government propl)se-
to take to redUCe the accumulation of 
coal at the pitheads? 

THE MlNIST&R OF STATIIN THB 
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