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Agricultural Lands

324 Shrl Run  Garib:  Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there 
are a large number  of agricultural 
lands yielding only one crop in a year 
due to shortage of irrigation facilities,

(b) the total area under  such cul­
tivation, and

(c) the step taken by the Central 
and State  Governments to irrigate 
such areas by constructing v. ells etc ’

The Minister of Food and Agricul­
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): (a) and (b)
Specific information asked for is not 
available  However, according to land 
utilization statistics,  1955-56 (Provi­
sional), the  estimated area yielding 
only one crop is 273 88 million acres

(c)  The total area estimated to have 
been benefited from different Minor 
Irrigation Schemes during the  First 
Plan was of the order of 9 5 million 
acres  Dunnr the  Second Plan an 
area of about 9 million acres is target­
ed to be covered by various types of 
Minor  Irrigation  Schemes including 
Construction of  Tubewells, Surface 
Wells, etc, at an estimated cost  of 
Rs. 76 crores
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m. SfcH  Baghnaath tttaghi Will 
the Minister of Health be jOeued te­
state:

(a) the number of people who died 
of snake-bite in India during 1958;

(b) the number of people who were 
adnuttttd to hospitals and the number 
of thdSê among them who were cured 
and of those who died, and

(c) whether any '■-rejnarkable pro­
gress has been made by"the  Indian 
Experts or Drug Research Institutes in. 
finding out any unfailing remedy for 
snake-bite’

The Minister of Health (Shrl Kar­
markar): (a) and (b)  The informa­
tion is  not available  But  it is 
estimated that the number of persons 
m India bitten annually by snakes is 
about 2 0 lakhs and about 8 per cent 
of the persons so bitten die  The an­
nual estimated mortality is about 15,000- 
to 20,000

<c) Anti-venom  serum is  being 
manufactured m India  m sufficient 
quantities to meet the requirements
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