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Telephone breakdown in Calcutta

142. Shri S. C. Gupta: Will the
Minister of Transport and Communi-
cations be pleased to state:

(a) whether telephone communica-
tions in Calcutta were affected due to
rain on the 12th June, 1959;
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(b) if so, the number of telephone
lines affected and the exchanges and
sectors in which they were affected;

(¢) whether it was due to the paper
insulation of the cables being affect-
ed by seepage of moisture;

(d) whether it is proposed to replace
the paper insulation by some kind of
water-proof insulation; and

(e) if so, the insulation proposed
to be used?

The Minister of Transport and Com-
munications (Shri S. K. Patil): (a)
Yes.

(b) 110 telephone lines served by
the “44” Exchange in the area bound-
ed by Wellesley Street, Royd Street,
Wellesley Lane, Ripon Street and
Collin Street. -

(¢) The fault was due to defect
that developed in the outer -sheath
of the cable at a joint which permit-
ted water to enter the cable.

(d) No.
(e) Does not arise.

Breakdown of Electricity in Delhi

143. Shri Halder: Will the Minister
of Irrigation and Power be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that supply
of electricity broke down in New
Delhi very often in the last weeks of
May and June;

(b) if so, the areas thus affected;
and;

(c) the reasons for the frequent
breakdown in the supply of electri-
city?

The Deputy Minister of Irrigation
and Power (Shri Hathi): (a) and (¢).
A comparatively large number of
breakdowns of power supply usually
occur in Delhi during the months of
May and June due to dust storms.
The abnormal growth of load in New





