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·S.T.D. facilities i~ Bihar Sharif 

440. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there 
is no direct dialling telephone system 
and no S.T .D. facility at an important 
and historic place like Bihar Sharif in 

I Bihar. , 
(b) if so, the reasons therefor and 

whether there is any possibility of pro-
viding such facilities in B.ihar Sharif 
in the near future; and 

'(c) whether there are any norms f .. )!" 
providing the above mentioned facili-
ties to .a town? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN TJtE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS 
(SHRI VIJAY N. PAT'lL): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Bihar Sharif is one of about 
1400 manual exchanges in the country 
which are to be converted to automatic 
progressively in view of limited :ivaU-
ability of automatic eqUipment. It ha 
been planned to provide auto exchange 
at Bihar Sharif during the current 
Plan period. Efforts are being made to 
expedite commissioning. Auto~atisa­
tion of the exchange is the pr~requisite 
for providing S.T.D. 

(c) Yes, Sir . 

Replacement of O.N.G.C. platform at 
Bo·mbay High 

441. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the 
Minister of ENERGY be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the plat-
10Tlll of Oil & Natural Gas ' Commis-
sion dest'royed in a massive fire in "an 
oil well at Bombay a ~ew months be-
fore has been replaCed; and 

(b) whether it is also a tact that the 
platform now has a new deck fabric-
ated by the State-owned Mazagon Dock 
Limited? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT' OF PETROLEUM IN 
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI 
GARGI SHANKAR MISHRA): (a) 
Only the deck of the platform was 
damaged which has been replaced. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 
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