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Setting up of Sponge Iron Plant in
Karnataka

580. SHRI K. MALLANNA: Will the
Minister of STEEL ~ AND MINES be
pleased lo state:

(a} whether it 1s a fact that the Karna-
taka State Industrial Development Corpora-
tion and a private party have jointly
approached the Central Government for
approval of a 1.50,000 tonnes sponge Iron
Plant to be set up in that State; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Central Gov-
ernment thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI N. K. P. SALVE): (a) and (b).
Karnataka State Industrial Investment and
Development Corporation (KSIIDC) have
applied for a letter of Intemt for the manu-
facture of Sponge Iron for a capacity of
1,50,000 tonnes per annum at Rellary-
Hospet (Karnataka). A Leiter of Tntent
has been issued to them on 9th February,
1983, M/s. KSIIDC in their application
have indicated that they propose to sel up
this project in the joint sector.

Mineral Deposits in Antarctica Region

381. SHRI K. MALLANNA: Will the
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(1) whether it is a fact that a number of
mineral deposits have been found to exist
in Antarctica region;

(b) if so, the details in this regard;

(c) whether some evidence regarding the
availability of oil is also there; and

(d) if so, the details regarding the efforts
made in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, ATOMIC ENERGY,
SPACE, ELECTRONICS AND OCEAN
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI SHIVRAJ V.
PATIL): (a) to (d). According to avail-
able published literature, several minerals
are reported to exist in Antarctica. These
include chromium, nickel, cobalt, copper,
gold, silver, manganese, molybdnum, iron,
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titanium, platinum, lead, zinc, tin and
uranium. According to this literature, no
oil has yet been discovered in Antarctica,
but there is a strong possibility that it
exists,
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