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Primary Education in Orissa

3174, Shri Chintamonj Panigrahi:
Will the Minister of Education be
pleaseq to state:

(a) whether the Orissa Government
have agreed to enact legislation for
making primary education free and
compulsory in the State; and

(b) if so, when this legislation is
going to be enacted?

The Minister of Education (Dr. K.
L. Shrimali): (a) and (b). A legisla-
tion on this subject—The Orissa Basic
Education Act of 1951—already exists.
The question of revising this Act to
meet the requirements of free and
compulsory primary education is at
present under the consideration of the
State Government.

Education of the Blind

3175. Shri D. C. Sharma; Will the
Minister of Education be pleased to
state:

(a) the number of the blind in the
country;

(b) the State in which the num-
ber of the bling is the largest; and

(c) the arrangements that exist
for their education and training in
different kinds of crafts?

The Minister of Education (Dr. K.
L. Shrimali): (a) and (b). Accord-
ing to the 1931 census, the population
of the blind in the country was
6,01,370. Uttar Pradesh had the
largest number. Uptodate informa-
tion is, however, not available as this
information was not collected in the
subsequent census operations.

(¢) According to the information
available with the Government of
India, there are about 94 schools and’
training establishments for the blind,
in the country. Almost all of them
impart training in crafts. Y





