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ment/U T. administrations have been
requested to consider the enactment of
similar legislation in the States/U.Ts in
case such an enactment is not already in
existence.

Problem of smaller tribal groups Re.
Diseases

906. SHRIMATI SUMATI ORAON:
Will the Minister of HEALTHH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleascd to state:

(a) whether Government are aware of
the problems of smaller ‘primitive’ tribal
groups which are declining in number
owing mainly to epdemic communicable
diseases, incidence of sicklec:lls anaemia,
lathyrism and other genetic abnormalities
among them,;

(b) whether it is a fact that the Union/
State/Union Teritorries  Governments
have thus far by and large remained indi-
fferent to this problem in as much as no
special programmes for such communities
facing near extinction appear to have
been launched; if so, the reasons there-
for; and

(c) whether the Ministry would initiate
work in this field by the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, Indian Council
of Medical Research and other related
bodies in the country to arrive at a reli-
able findings and remedial measwes; if
so, special steps if any, proposed to be
taken in respect thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMI-
LY WELEARE (SHRIMATI MOHSINA
KIDWAI): (a) The Government is genc-
rally aware of the problems rclating to
health and growth of the smaller primi-
tive tribal groups. Some of the problems
have been highlighted in the various
reports of the Study Teams, Commis-
sions, Committees and in the Sixth Five
Year Plan (1980-85) document.

(b) and (c) Special programmcs to
tackle the problems of the primitive tribes
have already been Jaunched besides setting
up a Primary Health Centre for a popula-
tion of 20,000 and Sub-Centre for a popu-
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lation of 3,000 for tribals instead of -
30,000 and 5,000 respectively in the non-
tribal/non-hill areas. Some work on the
genetic and patho-genetic mapping on the
Onges tribes of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands Kuthia Kondha and Jaung tribes
of Orissa suspected to be demographi-
Cally declining has been done. A team
from the Jawaharlal Institute of Postgra-
duate Medical Education and Research,
Pondicherry has submitted its first report
on Onges Tribes. The Tribal and Hari-
jan Research Institute, Orissa (THRTI)
has set up a Cell to investigate the prob-
Jems in Orissa. The Government has
given priority to the programmes of
primitive tribal groups with special em-
phasis on the groups suffering from the
deficiencies in question.

Some medical scientists at the All India
Institute of Mzdical Sciences are working
on the genetic aspects of diseases affect-
ing tribal population especially on haem-
atological (sicklecell disease) and commu-
nicable diseases and genetic disorders.

The Indian Council of Medical Resear-
ch has taken up the following:

1. Study of Haematological and
Clinical profile of sicklecell anae-
mia in Scheduled Tribes/SCs.

2, The Study of health nutrition
status of tribes in Madhya Pra-
desh.

3. Setting up of Regional Medical
Research Centres for tribes.

The Central Councils of Research in
Ayurveda and Sidcha, Homeopathy and
Unani have also taken up research work
in respect of Scheduled Tribes. A
scheme regarding Research on Diseases
to which Scheduled Tribes are generally
prone has also been launched during the
Sixth Five Year Plan. The other health
problems of tribals like Leprosy, T.B.,
Malaria, Blindness, Goitre and other
endemic ailments are being tackled under
the respective  national programmes.
Further, a Committee has been constitut-
ed to review and cvolve recommenda-
tions in regard to programmes for Sche-
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duled Trlbes in the Country. This Com-
mittee will also identify causative factors
for the present physical and health status
of primitive tribal communities and reco-
mmend remedial action required for their
genetic and demographic stability.
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