5 Written Answers

Discovery of Uranium in the Country

236. SHRI B.V, DESAI : Will the PRIME
MINISTER be pleased to state :

(a) whether it has been reported that
the Department of Atomic Energy has
recently discovered uranium in many parts of
the country;

(b) if so, whether detailed ground
investigations for uranium exploration to
prove their economic viability have already
been made;

(¢) if so, to what extent it will be help-
ful to India; and

(d) by what time final investigations
will be completed in this regard ?

THE MINMNISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF ATOMIC ENERGY,
SPACE, ELECTRONICS AND OCEAN
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI SHIVRAJ V.
PATIL) : (a) Yes, Sir. '

(b) The Atomic Minerals Division has
carried out detailed ground investigations in
many of the premising areas and has e.tab-
lished reserves of about 73.000 tonnes of
uranium (in terms of U, Oy) in indicated
and inferred categories. Further exploration
is continuing for identifying more reserves.

(¢) The resources of uranium identified
would support the nuclear power programme
of the country.

(d) The time required for completing the
survey of the whole authority would depend
on various factors including availability of
resouices.
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