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Steps to Augment Education
Among Women

699. SHRI MOHANLAL PATEL :
Will the Minister of EDUCATION
AND CULTUREqbe plcascd to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that women
are lagging bchind men in litcracy in
India and particularly in rural areas ;

(b) if so, what steps are being taken
to educate women in the country ;

(c)- whether any voluntary organisa-
tions have been engaged in this field ;
and

(d) if so, the details thcreof and
the help rcendered by Government to
these organisations and how far they
are successful ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION
AND CULTURE AND SOCIAL
WELFARE (SHRIMATI  SHEELA
KAUL) : (a) and (b) It is a fact that
women are lagging behind men in lite-
racy in India and particularly in rural
areas. -In the context of achieving
Universalisation of Elementary Educa-
tion by 1990, the following mecasures
are being taken to reduce drop-out rates
and promote increased enrolment of
children in the e¢lementary age-group :

(i) Appointment of women teachers
in rural areas ;

(ii) Efforts to offer context-orien-
ted education which is relevant
to the needs, lifc situations,
and environment of the
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children living in  diverse areas
of the country ;

(iii) Setting up - of Sckool Commi-
ttees for primary and middle
schools particularly in rural
and backward areas ;

(iv) Assistance to 9 educatibnally
backward States for running
non-formal education Centres
on 50 : 50 sharing basis in
general and 90 : 10 in the
case of exclusive girls centres ;

(v) Assistance for appointment and
training of women teachcrs for
primary schools in 9 educa-
tionally backward States and
on 80 : 20 sharing basis ; and

(vi) Introduction of a Schemec of
Incentives/Awards to States/
U.Ts to give recognition for
excellence in performance for
the spread of girls education.

In the field of Adult Education, the
following steps have been taken to
educate women in the country :—

(i) Emphasis is being laid on the
coverage of target groups
including women under the
Government Projects ;

(i) The Statc Government have
been asked to accord high
priority to the coverage of
Districts  particularly  those
which have literacy rate less
than 20%. In the allotment of
Projects to Voluntary Organi-
sations, more coverage of
women is ensured ;

(iit) The Government has also
introduced an Award Scheme
to give awards to the five best
women ccntres in each districts
throughout the country, one
district in each State and State
level awards to best four
Statcs.
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(¢) Yes, Sir. .

(d) Assistance to 40 voluntary
organisations in 9 educationally back-
ward States is being given on 100 per-
cent basis for running non-formal edu-
calion centres for both boys and girls.
No detailed cvaluation has so far becn
madec about the sgccess achieved by
these organisations.

Voluntary Organisations arc also
given grants to cover 759% of adminis-
trative costs and 1009 of programme
costs under thc Scheme of Assistance to
Voluntary Agencies working in the field
of Adult Education for undertaking
Projects of Functional Literacy and
Post-litcracy etc. Presently, 388 Volun-
tary Organisations from 16 States/
Union Territories have been given
financial assistance to undertake this
work.
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