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and road works are in  progress, Constru.
ction of 4 students’ hostle aud workshop
buitldings will be undertaken shortly,

{b) According to the information
furnished by the Principal of the college,
office 15 situated at Silchar, and Camp
office at Shillong for liatson with P.W.D,
and State Government. Camp office will
be abolished after P.W.D. approves the
estimates for construction of buildings
and State Government finalises proposals
for land de\elopment.

Opening of national highway from
Shillong to Manipur Via Sijchar

784, SHRIMATI JYOTSNA
CHANDA : Will the Minister of SHIP-
PING AND TRANSPORT (NAUWA-
HAN AUR PARIWAHAN MANTRI) be
pleased to state :

{a) whether the National Highway
from Shillopg to Manipur via Silchar
has been opened, and

(b) if not, when 1t will be opened *

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS, AND SHIPPING &
TRANSPORT (SANSADIYA KARYA
TATHA NAUWAHAN AUR PARIWA-
HAN MANTRI) (SIIRI RAJ BAHA.
DUR) : (a) and (b). Presumably the
Hon'ble Member 1s 1effleing to the
Shitlong-Silchar-1mphal road. 1tis nota
National Highway but it is an inter-State
road lying partly in Assam and partly in
Maipipur, The road within Assam from
Shillong to Jiribam 15 an existing road
but the Government of India have recent-
ly spproved a loan assistance of Rs. 56
lakbs for the further 1mprovemest of the
Siloher-Jifibam section of the road and
the vonsiruction of a brdge over the
viver Jir} at Jiribam, A mnew road (new
Cachar Road) within Manipur from Jiri-
bam, t¢ Jupbal s under development,

‘work on this new road to a limited
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staudard is in various stages of progress
and has the following target dates for
completion;

I ormation cut and

mprovement Muay 1971

Surfacing May 1973

This section of the road is expected:
however, to be opened to restricted traffic
only after the curient monsson.

Repairs to Qutab Minar

785. SHRI G VISWANATHAN:
Will the Minister of CULTURE (SANS-
KRITT MANTR1) be pleased to state :

(a) whether Qutab Minar appears to
be tilting slowly; and

?(b) if so, the action taken to repair
1t

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
AND SOCJAr WETFARE AND MINIS-
IER OIF DEVELOPMEN1 OI CULTURL

(SIKSHA AUR SAMAJ KALYAN
MANTRI AUR SANSKRITI VIBHAG
MANIRI) (SHR! SIDDHARATHA

SHANKAR RAY) : (a). The Muinar
has a tlt of 63 cmis. but so far, there 1 no
evidence to conclude that it 1s further
tilting,

{b) Government appownted an Expert
(ommittee to examine the Minar and
suggest ways and means to preserve it
for posterity. 1o accordance with the
1ecomuendations of the Expert Commiitee
a phnsed programme for strengtheting
the foundation by njecting liguid cement
moitar, and for carrying out 1e}8u's 10 the
superstruclyre has been drawn up: The
J%:t phase ot the work 13 proposed to be
idken up during the ourrent financisl
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year m consultation with the Expert
Committee Tenders have already been
received 1n respect of the first phase of
the work In the meanwhile the area
around the base of the Qutab Minar

has been coveted with brick work
to prevent see page Of water into the
foundation

Restrictions imposed by the Reserve
Bank regarding agriculture finance
to sma‘l farmers

786 SHRI P VENKATASUBBA-
1AH Will \he Mimster of FINANCE
(VITTA MANTRI) he pleased to state

(a) whether the Reserve Bank has
improsed certain reswrictions on the nation-
ilised banks with regard to agricultucal
tinar ce to the small farmers,

(b) whether 1t 1S coming 1n the way
of small farmers 1n getting the maximum
benefit from the pationalised banks, and

(c) if so, the action Government
propose to take 1n the matter ?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
{(VITTA MANTRI) (SHRI YESHWANT-
RAO CHAVAN) (a) No Sir. Actually
the Reserve Bank of 1India, 1n the
‘guidelines’ 1ssued to the commercial banks
on financing of agriculture, has impressed
upon them to re.orient their agricuitural
lending more towards financing of small
and potentially viable farmers with effect.
ive post.credait supervision In the Coan-
ference of the Custodians of the nation.
alised b.nks held in the last week of
April, 1971, the Finance Minister again
re-emphasised the need for adequate
credit planning in each bank with a view
to meet credit requirements of the
hitherto neglected sectors including the
agriculture sector

(b) and (c). Do not arise,

Written Answers 26

Opening of branches of nationmalised
Banks

787 SHRI P VENKATASUBBAIAH :
Wil the Munister of FINANCE (VITTA
MANTRI) be pleased to state !

() the ratlo of increase in the number
of branches of the nationalised banks
opened in the rural areas to the number
of branches opened m urban areas after
the nationslisation of banks,

(b) the rercentage of assistance got
from the nationalised banks by the small
farmers and weaker sections, and

(c) whether any guidelines were given
to the Custodians of the nationalised
banks with regard to giving financilal
assistance to the weaker sections who
are hitherio being denied assistance on
the ground that they do not have enough
property to offer as security ?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(VITTA MANTRY) (SHRI YESHWANT-
RAO CHAVAN) (a) Between July 19,
1969 and end of March, 197), 1671 new
offices have beem opened by the fourieen
nationalised banks in rural (population
of not more than 10,000) and semi.urban
(ropulation between 10000 and 1 lakh)
centres Offices opened 1n urban (includ-
10g metropolitan) centres during the same
pertod numbered 290. Thus, for every
one office opened in urban and metro.
politan centres about S 7 new offices were
opened tn rural and semi-urban centres by
these banks

(b) Information about bank credis
given to small farmers’ and ‘weaker sec-
tions’ as such 18 not available,

(c) Yes, Sir Guidelines have been
tssued for special credit schemes operated
by the banks for small borrowers parti~
cularly those with employment potential
as also for financing of agriculture,





