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(I?) and (c). The representation made 
by the Indian Electrical Manufacturers 
Association was examined by an Inter- 
Ministerial meeting and the meeting was of the 
view that the release price of E. C. Grade 
aluminium had been correctly fixed by the 
MMTC on the guidelines laid down by the 
Committee of officers as provided in the 
Import Trade Control Policy for 1969-70 and 
was in order.
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Delay in opening of Telephone Exchange 
in Gujarat

6227. SHRI P. M. MEHTA : Will the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased 
to s ta te :

(a) whether after the approval by the 
appropriate authorities for opening a Telephone 
Exchange, an Exchange is usually opened 
after 12 to 20 months epecially in Gujarat ;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the action considered by Government 
to curtail this long period ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI
CATIONS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA) : (a) 
Yes, Sir, this is true for small automatic ex
changes not only in Gujarat but all over 
India.

(b) After approval by the appropriate 
authority, action is taken to collect the neces
sary materials and equipment on one hand 
and arrange for suitable accommodation on 
other. Many of the materials like exchange 
equipment, underground cables, post and 
writing materials, battery and plants, etc., are 
in short supply. It has not been possible to 
secure adequate quantities of these materials 
and store them in advance. Sometimes, 
there are also hold-ups in securing buildings 
on rent for housing the exchange.

(c) Steps are being taken to improve the 
supply position of materials by expanding 
production in public sector undertakings and 
advance planning on items produced in pri
vate sectors, In the present state of the eco
nomy the situation is likely to persist.

Take over of O. C. S. by Indian Radio 
and Cable Company

6228. SHRI C. CHITTIBABU : Will 
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to s ta te :

(a) whether the Overseas Communication 
Service was taken over by Government from 

■\ the Indian Radio aud Cable Company ; and

(b) whether proposal for the introduction 
of new circuits submitted by the Director 
General are being examined ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI
CATIONS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA) : (a) 
Yes.

(b) Proposals submitted by the Director 
General, Overseas Communications Service 
are examined by Government from time to 
time.

Distribution of Circuits among O.C.S.
Branches

6229. SHRI C. CHITTIBABU : Will
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to state :

(a) whether there is an equal distribution 
of circuits to ail the Four Branches of the 
Overseas Communications Service ;

(b) if net, the reasons therefor ; and

(c) improvements made in the Third 
Five Year Plan and the proposals in the 
Fourth Five Year Plan for the Madras Branch 
of the Overseas Communication Service ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI
CATIONS (SHRI H N. BAHUGUNA) :
(a) No.

(b) The distribution of overseas circuits
as between the different branches of the Over
seas Communications Service is largely deter
mined by the volume of traffic handled by each 
Branch. Since the incidence of International 
tele-communications traffic varies from region 
to region, equal distribution of overseas cir
cuits between the different Overseas Communi
cations Service Branches is not feasible.

'(c) The improvements made at the
Madras Branch of the O. C. S. during the
the Third Five Year Plan were :—

(i) Provision of new equipment for the 
stabilisation and improvement of the 
high frequency telegraph and tele
phone services ;

(ii) Mechanisation of Public telegraph 
traffic handling at the Telegraph 
Office ;




