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1971 regarding the approved yardstick for
Signal and Telecommunication staif and
state

(a) whether the information has since
been collected; and

(b) if not, when it will be collected
and placed on the Table of the House ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) and
(b). Yes: a statement is laid on the Table
of the House. [Placed in Library See. No.
LT—1791/72)

Dry Fruit Trading Corporatioa

3122. SHRI RAJDEO SINGH : Will
the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are
contemplating to form a *“Dry Fruit Trading
Corpo-ation’'; and

(b) if so, the broad features thereof ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI
A.C. GEORGE) (a) and (b) Government
have no proposal under consideration for
the formation of a Dry Fruit Trading
Corporation. However, the question of
canalising import of dry fruits through
Public Sector Undertakings has been under
ccnsideration of the Government. A decision
in this regard will be taken in the near
future.

Expenditure incurred on Facilities
during Strike by Railway
Employees In Dhanbad
Region

3123. SHRI RAJDEO SINGH : Wil
the Minister of RAILWAYS be please to
refer to the reply given to Unstarred
Question No. 6811 on the 3rd August, 1971
regarding the expenditure incurred by Rail-
ways in Dhanbad region strike and state ;

(a) the reasons why meals, tiffins and
free conveyance were arranged for the
employees during the strike on Dhanbad
Division (Eastern Railway) in February,
1971; and
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(by whether similar facilities were
provided to the employees in previous

striles also ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a)
Meals, tiffin and Conveyance for transport
of loyal staff from place to place for running
of train scrvices, werc arranged in the
interest of public service.

(b) Yes, wherever considered necessary.

Conversion to Broad Gauge of
Viramgam -~ Okha - Porbandar
Section (Western Railway)

3124, SHRID. P. JADEJA :
SHRI VEKARIA :

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state :

(a) when Government propose to take
up the work on the conversion of Viramgam-
Okha-Porbandar section of Western Railway;
and

(b) the time by which the work is
likely to be completed ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a) and
(b) : This conversion has been sanctioned
and the work is in progress. The conversion
project will be completed in five years.
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