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Repatriaiion of Bengalis in Pakistan
to Bangindesh

520. DR, RANEN SEN:
SHRI SAMAR GUHA.:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be p.eased to state

(a) whether half-a-million Bengalis
have been kept virtually as stisoners
in Pakistan by the Pakistan Govern-
ment; and

(b) in view of our very friendly re-
lations with the Governmeni ot Bang-
ladesh who are demanding the release
and repatriation of those Bengalis to
Bangladesh, the reaction of Govern-
ment in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFF-
AIRS (SHRI SURENDRA PAL
SINGH): (a) and (9). Government 1s
aware that several lakhs of Bengalis
are detained in Pakistan and are not
aliowed to leave that country Covern-
ment sympathises with the concern
and anxiety of the people and Gov-
ernment of Bangladesh for these
Bangladesh nationals in  Pakistan
While their return to Bangladesh is
primarily a matter to be sorted out
between the Governments of Bangla-
desh and Pakistan, Government hopes
that the Government of Pakistan will
realise that the detention as hostages
of these innocent people 1s against
accepted canons of humanity and in
ternational behaviour

News Report Regarding Soviet Steel
for Bokaro and Korba Aluminium
Plants.

521. SHRI H, M. PATEL"
8HRI RAM KANWAR:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether the atiention of the
Government has been drawn to A re-
port in the ‘Bconomic Times’ of the
24th Decembaer, 1972 stating that the
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Soviet Uniom has agreed to provide
Indla special steel required by it for
construction at the Korba A’uminium
Plant and Bokaro Plant; gnd

(b) if so, the main features there-
of?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a) Yes,
Sir,

(b) Contract for supply of 3000
tonnes of special steel required dut-
ing the last quarter of 1973 for the
fabrication of Electrolytic Pots for e
Korba (MP) Aluminium Plant is be-
ing negotiated with USSR authorities
The cost 1s likely to be Rs 36 lakls
CIF Calcutta.

Impoit of 19635 tonnes of plates
and structurals of special quality stecl
which 1s not produced indigenous’y i1s
required for fabrication of structure.
for the second steel melting <hop of
the Bokaro Steel Plant The Sowviet
Union have agreed to make all efforts
to supply the above requirements of
steel between May and September,
1973 The actual cost and the detail-
ed terms of delivery would be known
only after the contract is concluded
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