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indicate precisely the guantity of steel
that would be imported in 1973.74, as
this would inter-aliac depend upon the
import policy for the year which will
be announced very shortly.

Loss of Production in heavy In-
dustries due to Power Shortage

4159. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: will
the Minister of HEAVY INDUSTRY
be pleased to state:

(a) the extent to which the pro-
duction in the Heavy Industrial es-
tablishments of the country have been
affected by the recent power  short-
age and the total cstimated loss;

(b) whether Government proposc to
set up separate power generating
unitg i these establishments; and

(c) it so, the steps Government
propose to take to prevent such losses
in future?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN TIE
MINISTRY OF HEAVY INDUSTRY
(SHRI SIDDESHWAR PRASAD): (a)
to (c). Production in some of the
States in the heavy industrial estab-
lishment has suffered a severe set back
because of the 75 per cent power-cut.
In other States where the extent of
power-cut has been of the level of 25
per cent or more, there have been
marginal dislocation of the production
schedule, It has, however, not been
possible to quantity the extent of loss
due to this factor.

One heavy industrial establishment
in Uttar Pradesh is already having its
own generating set. There is a pro-
posal from another unit in Uttar Pra-
desh to set up its own generating set.
The Ministry of Irrigation and Power
have considered the problem of power
shortage at Reglonal Power Confer-
ences at which recommendations have
beeny made both for immediate mea-
sures and for taking longer term ac-
tion during the V Plan. The short
termm measures include acceleration
of work on & priority basis on power
projects and generating umits which
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may have gone out of repair, as an
immediate measure. In some cases,
attempts are being made to bridge the
gap by borrowmg power from near-
by surplus areas. The malter is aiso
under constant review by a Group uf
Ministers constituteq for this purpose.

The long term measures include
setting up of new pidjscts to be com-
missioned. in the Fifth Plan to meet
the increasing power requirements of
the country.

In the case of hydro-electric pro-
jects, where there is complete depen-
dence on rainfall and storage in the
reservoirs, this vear's drought has
caused power shortages. It is top be
hoped that the situation wili im-
prove with the next monsoon.
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