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1M. SHBJ PRABHUDAS PATKL: 
Will t h e  Minuter of ACB1CUX.TUBS 
be pleucd to state:

(a) whether tbe price of ground- 
put oil ha* soared to an all time high 
in the State, though Gujaraf is one at 
the main groundnut oil producing 
States In the country;

(b) whether the same position of 
groundnut od obtained in other 
State*

(c) whether there was a great 
shortage of groundnut oH also; and

(d) what steps were taken by the 
Union Government to help the State 
Government of Gujarat and other 
States jn this regard?

THE MINISTER OP STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(PROP. SHSR SINGH): (a) to <c>. 
The prices of groundnut oil have in­
creased considerably during the cur­
rent year ia Gujarat and also in other 
States as a result of the serious short­
fall in the total production of ground­
nut caused by the prevalence of 
drought conditions in the kharif season 
in the major producing States. The 
shortfall in groundnut production has 
affected the production of ground­
nut o&

(d) Steps taken by the Central 
Government to Improve the avail* 
ability of vegetable oilseeds and oils 
in the country including augmenta­
tion of supplies through import Of 
oilseed* oils and taUow to the extent 
feasible; encouraging larger crushing 
of cottonseed and rice bran and utili­
sation of their oils; promoting greater 
Jtittsatkm of adfior oilseeds of tree 

origin; restricting the use of ground­
nut oil and encouttging greater utili­
sation of other substitute oils in the 
manufacture of vanaspati apd increas­
ing the fptxlurtftai Of traditional u  
m i l  a* ttffln-fhrfltiOnifl oHfe*d* Ilk* 
soyabean and sunflower seed.
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190. SHRI PRABHUBAS PATEL; 
WU1 the Minister of AGJUCULTURlB 
be pleased to «tate:

('a) whether Union Government 
have deoided to permit vanaspati 
manufacturers in Gujarat to increaee 
the quantum of mustard oil in their 
products;

(b) if so, what percentage was al­
lowed and to what extent this bat 
helped them;

(c) whether Union Government had 
also decided to release rape-seed for 
vanaspati manufacturers; and «

(d) if so. to what extern these deci­
sions helped the vanaspati manufac­
turers to increase the production?

THE MINISTER OP STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OP AGRICULTURE 
(PROF, SHER SINGH): (a) and (b>. 
The maximum limit of usage of mus­
tard oil in vanaspati was raised from 
10 per cent to 15 per cent not enly 
in Gujarat but in all the zones on the 
ieth May, 1973. This has helped to 
releive, to a limited extent, the strain 
on groundnut and other edible oils 
ordinarily used in the manufacture of 
vanaspati, particularly in the North­
ern and Eastern zones.

(e) and (d). Out of the total imports 
of 80,000 tonnes of rapeseed, about 
33,060 tonnes were released to vanas- 
pfcti factories. This when crushed 
into oil and brought into use may 
help to increase Ita production to 
some extent but It would deftnilely 
reduce (he strain on indigenous oils, 
wWcb art in abort supply.




