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Estimates of Indian ConncU of Social Wei. 
% e regarding b«ntgry and Mind cbfldna

650. SHRI RAJDEO SINGH:
DR. SARADISH ROY:

Will the Minister of EDUCATION, SO-
CIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE be 
pleased to state:

Programme

(a) whether aaxm ttog  to  1h* estimate of 
the Indian Cownefl o f Social Welfare s u n #  
about 7&<p.c, of the children In Hue c o m itj 
so to bed htutgry:

(b) whether between 10,000 and 12,000 
children go Mind every year because of 
Vitamin ‘A* deficiency; and

(c) if so, the steps proposed to be taken 
by Government?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SO-
CIAL WELFARE AND IN THE DE-
PARTMENT OF CULTURE (SHRI 
ARVIND NETAM): (a) A large member of 
childien belonging to the economically 
weaker sections of society are under nou-
rished, though precise quantitative data are 
not available.

(b) Surveys conducted in the country 
have revealed that Vitamin ‘A’ deficiency 
among children is widespiead. In its acute 
form this deficiency may lead to blindness. 
Possibly about 12,000 to 14,000 go blind 
eveiy year due to this deficiency

(c) Government attach considerable im-
portance to prevention of malnutrition 
amongst childien and have launched the 
following piogrammes, which aie proposed 
to be further expanded in the Fifth Plan —

Coverage Financial cutli" 
in the Fourth Plan

(1) Prophylaxis against blindness due to 
Vitamin ‘A* deficiency.

(2) Prophylaxis against nutritional anaemia 
among children and prcgncnt and nursing 
mothers.

(3) Supplementary feeding programmes for 
pre-school children and expectant and 
nursing mothers in urban slums and 
tribal areas.

(4) Mid-day meals programmes for primary 
school children of 6 to 11 years.

O  Applied Nutrition Programme (mainly 
an educational effort to improve local 
diets through production, preservation 
and use of protective foods),

(6) Composite Programme for womeji and 314 Balwadis 
pre-school children in areas not coVfcred 
by the Applied Nutrition Programme.

Rs. m lakhs 
120 lakh benefit lai cs 40 CO

180 lakh beneficiaries 166 00 

40 lakh beneficiaries 5950 CO

130 lakhs (including 1 ood supplier, tree
10 lakh pre-school b\ CAR1 . Cost 
children) of transport and

administrations 
meat by State 
Governments,

1181 Community 1000.00 
Development Blocks

290 €0
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Simultaneously, systematic effort* are if yfr *rf «ft I % faftw w r f t f  
being made to  develop low-cost foods of
the required nutritional value and consu-
mer preference. As a farther step in this 
direction, it is proposed to set up a Nutri-
tion Development Corporation under the 
auspices of the Department of Food.
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Central Assistance for development of 
Metropditan-CiUes

633 SHRI SARoT MUKHERJEE: Will 
the Minister of WORKS AND HOUSING 
be pleased to state.

(a) whether the Central Government has 
earmarked Rs. 250 crores for assistance for 
development of Metropolitan-Cities in dif-
ferent States; and

(b) if so, the amount sanctioned for each 
Metropolitan-City of different States, State- 
wise and City-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS AND IN THE MINISTRY OF 
WORKS AND HOUSING (SHRI OM 
MEHTA), (a) A sum of Rs. 250 crores 
has been proposed in the Fifth Plan for 
extra financial assistance for mettopolitan




