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saving of petrol and diesel by use
of public transport instead of per-
sonal and individual transport. Such
iconomijes in other areas will not
be significant. '

Furnished Accommodation for
Ministers, M.P.’s and Officers

2733. SHRI R P. DAS: Will the Mi-
‘nister of WORKS AND HOUSING be
pleased to state

(a) the number of furnished Bung-
lows, Flats and Suites for accommo-
sdation of the Ministers, M.P’s and
«Class I Civil, Military Officers;

(b) the monthly rents for such ac-
commadation, categary-wise;

(c) whether the rents are subsidis-
ed by Government; and

(d) if se, reasons therefor and the
annual expenditure ineurred by the
public Exchequer on this head?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND IN THE MI-
NISTRY OF WORKS AND HOUSING
(SHRI OM MEHTA): (a) to (d).
Military Officers are entitled to get
accommodation from the Defence
pool, which is not controlled by the
Ministry of Works and Housing. In
regard to other categories of persons,
information is being collected, and
will be laid on the table of the House.

Copying of Paintings of Ajanta

2734. SHRI R. P. DAS: Will the Mi-
nister of EDUCATION, SOCIAL WEL-
FARE AND CULTURE be pleased to
-state:

(a) the reacons why the work of
copying of the paintings of Ajanta
‘which was launched in 1856-57 by the
Archseological Survey of India could
not be completed in seventesn years;

(b) in view of the inordinate delay
by the ASI, whether Government are
.considering any seheme to get the
‘work done expeditiously; and
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(e) if so, the salient features there-
of?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(PROF. S. NURUL HASAN): (a) to
(c). The Scheme of copying of the

/Ajanta paintings was started in the
Secong Five Year Plan commencing
from 1956-57 and has continued
throughoeut the Third and Fourth
Plan periods. The painting-bearing
surface is estimated to be around
7,500 sq. ft.,, of which over 2,600 sq-
ft. had already been completeq up to
the eng of March this year. The pro-
cess involves tracing the paintings,
transferring the tracing on the canvas
and putting colours as per the origi-
nal murals. According to expert opi-
nion, the optimum annual turnout
expected of an artist through al] these
stages works out to 36 sq. ft. Since
there are only four artists employed
on this project, the up-to-date pro-
gress of the work cannot be consider-
ed to be unsatisfactory.

It has now been decideg that prio-
rity should be givepn to the more im-
portant paintings Unimportant
fragmentary paintings will here-
after be covered by photo-deeumen-
tation. Colour photography of most
of the painted surface had already
been completeg in 1856, but the pro-
cess may have to be repeated, for with
the passage of time the colours in the
earlier transparencies are liable to
fade
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