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4{b) whether tbe Corporation has
prapared any scheme to ensure that ft
becomes a viable unit during the next
five years; and

(¢) the tonnage which will be car-
ried through water transport by the
end of the Fifth Five Year Flan?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SHIPTING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI H, M. TRI-
VEDI): (a) It 1s presumed that the
information is asked for i respeci
of the Centra] Inland Water Tians-
pmt Curporation Ltd., Calcutta 1t
s0, the total loss suffered by thi, Cui-
poration since its inception 1~
Rs 771,02 lakhs upto 31-3-19874, which
is inclusive of the unaudited figmes
for 1973-74.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) 5.53 lakhs tonnes approximately.

Import of Aluminium

461, SHRI C. JANARDHANAN-
Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government hawe
chosen tp import Aluminmium at more
than double the indigenous price of
thiv metal;

(b) whether Government have not
tried fo increase the utilization of the
installed capacity of the existing
Aluminium plapts, which have been
working only at about 80 per cent of
the installed capacity; and

(c) il so, the reasons therefo”

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a1 to
(e). Owing to heavy power cuts im-
pused on the alumimum smelters hv
the different State Electricity Boards
in 1873-74 and in the current year
(1874w 3), the installed capacity for
the produotion of aluminium has not
been fully utilised, and this has re-
sulted in a gubstantial drop in the
production of aluminium as compared
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to previoug years. In order tp meet
the requirements of the Cable/Con~
ductor manufaclurers, who can use
high priced imported aluminium for
export production, it was decided to
impor{ melal a. a short-term measure.
The shortage of aluminium is pr-
marily due to inadcquate power sup-
ply to the alumirium smelters and
Government have taken up the matter
regarding maintaining/increasing
power supply for aluminium produc-
t.on with the concerned State Electri-
city Buards/State Governments, How-
ever, there has been no improvement
mn the power supply position, It s
apprehended that due to inadequate
power sutbly the shortage of alumn-
um metal mey continue  for quite
some fime,
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Propesal for talks with Pakistan on
overflights

463. SHRI Y, ESWARA REDDY:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Pakistan has not res-
ponded to the Government's eom-
munication inviting her to send a
team for talks on overflights; and

(b) if so, the facts thereabout and
Government's reaction thereto?
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI BIPINPAL DAS)
(a) In response to Government's
earlier communication to Pakistan
suggesting commencement of bilateral
talks regarding the 1971 case pending
before 1.C,A.0. and on resumption of
air links including overflights in ac-
cordance with the Simla Agreement,
Pakistan has now agreed to have
talks in Islamabad in the second half
of this month.

(b) An Indian delegation iz likely
to visit Islamabad accordingly around
the 17th of November,

India’s help for famine-stricken
Bangladesh people

464. SHRI G Y. KRISHNAN: will
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state the pature and
extent of Indias help to feed the
hungry people of Bangladesh where
70,000 to 80,000 people are said to
have died of hunger in Rangpur Dis-
trict alone?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI BIPINPAL DAS):
We have received no such report or
l;-ecu.leat for assistance from Bangla-
esh,

Representation by Federation of
Associations of Small Industries for
higher rates of supply contracts

463. SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI:
Will the Minister of SUPPLY AND
REHABILITATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government have re-
celved any representation from the
Federation' of Associations of Small
Scale Indusiries and its various State
Branches about the difficulty faced by
their constituents owing to the reluct-
ance of the Directorate of Supplies
and Disposals to sanction higher rates
for legitimate escalation of raw
material prices for the execution of
supply contracts tendered by them;
and





