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Diversion of DDT for Agricultural Use

1410 SHRI M S PURTY Will tbe
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
PLANNING be pleased to state,

(a) whether malaria had staged a
come-back in large parts of the country
due to the non-availability of DDT as
50 percent of 1ts quota had been
diverted to agriculture,

(b) whether farmers use DDT indis-
criminately in crop protection and
foodgraing storage thus creating a
pubhic health hazard, and

(¢) if s0 mn a hid to prevent India
from becoming the dumpmg ground
for pesticides and chemicals of doubt-
ful utiity, whether Government will
set up a Pestindes and Insecticides
Board?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMI-
LY PLANNING (SHRI A K M ISHA-
QUE) (a) Although the incidence of
malaria has mcreased in some parts
of the counfry 1t is not wholly due to
non-availabiity of DDT The re-
quirements of DDT for INationa Mala-
ria Eradication Programme are being
met partly from indigenous produc-
tion and partly by imports

(b) and (¢) A Central Inyecticides
Board hag already been esiahblished
under the Insecticides Act, 1968 This
Board has set up agencies and laud
down norms to scrutinize the manu-
facture, sale and use of imsecticides in
the country including their use for
plant protection and storage of food-
gramng  All aspects of the usage of
insecticides including their toxic haza-

rd are under constant scrutiny of this
Board

Iran and Japan to Import Alumina
from Indls

1411 SHRT DHAMANKAR Wil

the Munister of STEEL. AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Iran and Japan have
shown interest in unmporting alumina
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and have offered to finance the setting
up of alumina plants in India,

(b) if so, the main features of offer
made by these countries and the reac-
tion of Government to the offers; and

(c) at what stage consideration of
the matter stands?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD) (a) to
(c) In response tc the interest shown
by Iran for importing alumuna from
India, a proposal to set up an aluntina
plant :n Gujarat, based on Kutch
bauxite deposits with an annual capa-
city of 3 lakhs tonnes is under consi-
deration The proposed alumina plant
will be captive *o the requirements of
an aluminium smelter proposed to be
seét up in Iran and vice versa Iran
18 expected to make available credit
on soft terms for financing the entire
project Further defails regarding
implementation of the project are to
be worked gut in consultation with the
Iranian authorities

A Japanese firm has shown some
interest in setting up an export-orient-
ed alummna plant in India However,
no detaileg offer has been received in
this regard.

Anti India Statements by Chinese
Embassy in Nepal

1412 SHRI C K. JAFFER
SHARIEF
SHRI D B CHANDRA
GOWDA

Will the Mimister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state

(a) whether the Indian Embassy 1n
Kathmandu has lodged any protest
with the Nepalese Foreign Mmistry
against the action of the Chinese
Embassy n releasing two Press state-
ments on Sikkmm, containing deroga-
tory references about Indian leaders;
and

(b) 1f so, the reaction of the Nepalese
Government thereon?





