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ference for Stateg and Union Terri-
tories of the Southern Region was
held at Cochin cn 4th February, 1975.
The concensus was that the initial
priorities should be in respect of dis-
tribution of cummodities of basic
necesgity, namely, foodgrains including
coarse grains and pulses where
necessary, sugar standard cloth,
vanaspati including edible oils, cheap
fuel (soft coke and kerosene) and
salt in vulbnerable areas like metropo-
litan and large urban areas, labour
concentrations, in ‘mining, industrial
and plantation areas, district head-
quarlers, hill aieas and rural areas
in districts which zre chronicatly sesr-
city affected or deficit. The demand
for commodities Dhke pulses in the
Ersfern ard Sou'h-Eastern Zones;
coarse grains m the niil areas und in
Mahroshtra ang  Gujarat:  niastard
oil in West Bengal; and salt in the
Eastern and North-Eastern Zones
will have to be met specially, It was
also recommendad that effective mea-
sures should be tsken to ensure equi-
table distribution of cement, paper
and, stationery for students, diese]l oil
for agricultural purposes, essential
drugs, soap, matches, baby food, tyres

ang tubes, common footwear and soda
ash.

Exploitation of New Coal Mines in
Districts Purulia ang Bankura In
West Bengal

2191, SHRI S. N SINGH DEO:
Will the Miaister of ENERGY be
pleased to slate:

(a) whether no new coal wmines
have been exploited during the
turrent year;

(b) # so, the reasons thereof; and

t¢) the action taken up.to-date in
exploiting the new coal mines in the
Distriets of Purulia and Baskura in
West Bengal?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENERGY): (PROF.
SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD): (a) to

{(¢) The information is being collect-
ed and will be laid on the table of
the House as and when received.

Coal Producilon in Fifth Plan

2192, SHRI TUNA ORAON: Wil
the Minister of ENERGY be pleased 1o
state:

(a) whether Fifth Plan target of
coal production is to the tune of 143
million tonnes; and

(b) if so, the expected achieve-
ment during the first year of the
Fifth Plan ending in the next March?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENERGY): (PROF.
SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD): :a) and
(b) The Coal Frogramme, as included
m the Draft Fifth Five Year Plan,
envisages coal production of !35 mil-
lion tonnes py 1978-79. The expected
achievement during the first year of
Fitth Plan 15 about 88 mullian tonnes.
day.
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