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(1) A Dentrsl Titket Checking Or-
ganication has been formed in the
Ministry of Reilways with a view to

the extent of ticketless
iravel on the Indian Raflways, This
organisation has started functioning
since the end of January, 1876
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Conversion of Metre Gauge Lines fnto
Broag Gauge Lines

8763. SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYB be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) how long will it take to convert
all the metre gauge railway lines to
broag gauge railway lineg in the
country; and

(b) what would be the total cost and
other salient featureg thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
BUTA SINGH): (a; and (b). Theae
are about 25500 Kms. of Metre Gauge
ang 4500 Kms. of Narrow Gauge rail.
way lines on the Indian Railway sys-
tem, Conversion of 2344 Kms, of Melre
Gauge rail links to Broad Gauge has
been approved/in progress at an esti-
mateq cost of Rs. 186 crores. Wholesale
conversion of either metre gauge or
narrow gauge lines to broad gauge,
although it may be desirable from the
operating point of view, cannot obvi
ously be considered at present in view
sly be considereq at present in view
of the huge capital investment that it
would involve and the severe disloca.
tion to trafic that it would create dur-
ing the execution of the projects. How-
ever, conversion of specific sections
into broad gauge is considered on the
merits of each case, when the iine
capacity requirementg cannot be cater-
ed for by more economical methods.

An investment of Rs. 3000 crores is
required to convert the existing metre
ghuge sectiong to broad gauge. Keep-
ing in view the delay being M
in the execution of projects already
under conversion, due to non-availabi-
lity of sdequate funds, it will only ba





