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July 21, 1962. Government, which 
maintains a constant watch over the 
markets, does not intend to make a 
special probe only on the ground of 
the said decline in prices which was 
not due to irresponsible speculative 
activities. The markets have steadied 
since then and the index stood at 
186 7 on August 4, 1962.

Sindri Fertilizer Factory

1257. Shri Tan Singh:4 W ill the 
Minister of Steel and Heavy Indus­
tries be pleased to state:

(a) whether the manufacturers of 
gas generators for production of 
Ammonium Sulphate in the Sindri
fertilizer unit, specially prescribed to 
provide for stand-by unit;

(b) whether Management of Sindri 
Fertilizers, in disregard to the advice 
of manufacturers, kept no stand-by 
unit simply to achieve the production
target of 3,50,000 log tons per 
annum;

(c) whether it is fact that over­
straining of generators as a result of 
continuous utilization resulted in a 
serious breakdown and the production 
dropped sharply by the end of 1959­
00;

(d) whether Government have 
fixed responsibility of overstraining 
the generators on any person, if so, 
with what results; and

(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

The Minister of Steel and Heavy 
Industries (Shri C. Subramaniam):
(a) and (b). The consulting firm who 
had been engaged for the setting up 
of the Sindri Fertilizer Factory had 
intended that out of eight gas gene­
rators installed, one should be kept 
as a standby. In actual practice it 
was, however, found that the working 
of seven gas generators would not 
produce adequate gas for an annual 
production of 350,000 tons of ammo­
nium sulphate which was the design­
ed capacity.

(c) The let-back in production 
during the year 1959-60 was due to

the combined effect of improper coal 
supplies and the resultant poor grad­
ing of coke as well as the deteriora­
tion in the condition of the generators 
owing to constant operation during 
1957-58 and 1959-60.

(d) & (e). In the interests of main­
taining production, adequate main­
tenance of the equipment appears to 
have been overlooked by the Sindri 
management. Government have not 
considered the apportionment of res­
ponsibility. A  technical committee 
enquired into the matter and, based 
on its report, the Board have been 
concentrating on improving main­
tenance and production.
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