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number employed in the Central 
Secretariat have not been maintained. 

(b) Candidates from Scheduled 
Castes or Scheduled Tribes have 
mostly been appointed against reserved 
vacancies. Statistics are not available 
to show how many have obtained 
appointments on merit. 

Phosphate Salts in Laccadive Islands 

53. Shri A. K. Gopalan: Will the 
Minister of Mines and Fuel be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
that there are possibilities of obtain-
ing phosphate salts from Laccadive 
I.lands; and 

(b) if so, what action Government 
intend to take to prospect the same? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Mines and Fuel (Shri Hajarna-
vis): (a) Some reports to this effect 
have been received. 

(b) An on-the-spot examination by 
eo<perts is under way. 

Mineral Survey In Bihar 

54. Shri Marandi: Will the Minis-
ter at Mines and Fuel be pleased to 
state 

(a) whether it is a fact that no 
mineral survey has been carried out 
in Santhal Parganas of Bihar; 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and ., 
(C) whether and it so, when Gov-

«nment propose to start such inves-
tigation? 

The Deputy Minister In the Minis-
try of Mines and Fuel (Shri Hajar-
avis): (a) The Santhal Parganas 
Ilrea has been surveyed for minerals 
from time to time and as a result of 
the investigations conducted by the 
Geological Survey of India, occur-
I'ences of coal, clay, agate, iron, kan-
kar, ochre, fire-clay, felspar and 
quartz have been recorded. The de-
tailed information regarding 1hese 

occurrences is available in the publi-
cations of the Geological Survey of' 
India. 

(b) and (e). Do not arise. 
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