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National Physical Laboratory, New
Delhi received burns in a fire that

broke out in the heat and power sec-

tion of the Laboratory; and

(b) if so, the cause of the fire?

The Minister of Scientific Research
and Cultural Affairs (Shri Hamayun
Kabir): (a) and (b). Yes, Sir. A

enior Laboratory Assistant of the
Laboratory was setting up an experi-
ment for calibration of pyrometer at
low temperature. In this connection,

he was preparing a low temperature’

bath with alcohol cooled by liquid
air. During cooling and stirring, high
static potential may have been gene-
rated and caused explosion and fire.
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