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ings with mica expol ters. This matter
of maximising foreign exchange earn-
ing from export of mica by instituting
quality control, pre-shipment inspec-
tion, laying down objcctive standards
and by discouraging exports on con-
signment basis, is being examired.

Paper Production and Distribution

Shri Yashpal Singh:
Shri Buta Singh:
817. 9 Shri Narasimha Reddy:
|_Shri Balkrishna Wasink:

Will the Minister of Industry be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there was a meeting of
the Paper Ad hoc Committee con-
vened by his Ministry recently to look
into the question of production, distri-
bution and demands of paper in the
country; and

(b) whether there is room for eco-
nomy in use of paper by Government?

The Minister of Industry (Shri
Kanungo): (a) Yes, Sir. A meeting of
the Ad hoc Committee on Paper was
held on the 3rd July 1963.

(b) The need for maximum eco-
nomy in the use of paper is being
brought to the notice of all Govern-
ment organisations from time to time.
The possibilities of effecting further
economies are also under continuous
review.

Soap Industry

818. Shri D. J. Naik: Will the Minis-
ter of Industry be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have im-
posed more restrictions ~n import of
coconuts and coconut oil; and

(b) if so, whether it has affected
the Soap Industry in this country?

The Minister ef Industry (Shri
Kanungo): (a) The Honourable Mem-
ber’s reference to Coconuts obviously
relates to Copra or Coconut Kernels
since Coconuts ag such have seldom
been imported. Since October 1962 all
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direct import of Copra has been ban-
ned. Instead, its import has been link-
ed to different export incentive
schemes covering export of Vanaspati,
refined groundnut oil etc. Some Copra,
however, continues to be imported
through the State Trading Corpora-
tion for distribution to various actual
users.

Import of Coconut Oil is not allowed
for quite sometime now. Nevertheless,
small quantities of it are imported un-
der the Indo-Ceylon Trade Agreement.

(b) Tt has not affected ihe organised
units but some of the small units
which are not in a position to take
advantage of the export incentive
schemes have found some difficulty 1n
obtaining adequate quantities ot
coconut oil to maintain production on
a competitive basis.
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