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(b) the number of persons who have
s0 far been rehabilitated;

(c) the quantum of assistance given
to such migrants; and )

(d) the schemes which have been
drawn up for these migrants and
how far they have been useful?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR, EMPLOY-
MENT AND REHABILITATION
(SHRI D. R. CHAVAN): (a) and
(b). About 159,664 repatriates have
arrived from Burma upto  27.1.1968,
and rehabilitation assistance has been
given to 50,144 persons.

(c¢) and (d). A statement is laid on
the Table of the House. [Placed in
Libraru. See No. LT-68/68].

PURCHASE OF PAPER BY OVER-
SEAS COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE

494, SHRI PREM CHAND VERMA:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that the
Department of Communications
(Overseas Communications Service)
purchased paper worth Rs. 1.58 lakhs
in April, 1962 which was more than
its requirements for 10 years;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
in 1966, papet worth Rs. 98,775 was
transferred by the Overseas Commu-
nications Service to the Posts and
Telegraphs and the condition of this
paper was very bad, in addition to
stock worth Rs. 35000 which was
lying with them and which has since
become useless;

{c) if so, whether any enquiry has
been instituted to find out who was
responsible for this excess purchase
of papef and the consequent loss; and

(d) if so, the action taken against
those responsible for the purchase?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE DEPARTMENTS OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS AND COM-
MUNICATIONS (SHRI 1. K. GUJ-
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RAL): (a) No. Paper valued at
Rs. 1,08,370.69 was purchased in 1962.
Together with the balarc: of =aper
from previous years, th: {ot2] cost of
paper on hand with Overseas Com-
munications Service amounted to zout
Rs. 1.53 lakhs durig 1962|63. This war
enough only for two years' require-
ments.

(b) Paper worth Rs. 1,08,035.93 was
transferred to Posts and Telegraphs
Department. Paper worth about
Rs. 4,000 only wag left with Overseas
Communications Service for their de-
partmental use after transfer of some
of the balance of paper to Railways
etc. The paper was in good condition
and there was no wastage.

(c) Only requisite quantity of paper
wag procured by Overseas Comrmuni-
cations Service for printing non-
standard forms locally. Government
Presses did not have capacity to
handle this joo for a number of years.
However, in 1963 the Government
Presses who had by then augmented
their capacity could take over this
work but they preferred to use their
own paper. Therefore, Overseas
Communications Service had to dis-
pose of their stock of paper. The
paper was transferred to other user
Departments at book value and there
was nto loss to Government.

(d) Does not arise,

FOODGRAINS FROM U.S.A.

495. SHRI PREM CHAND VERMA:
SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURI:
SHRI S. S. KOTHARI:
SHRI D. C, SHARMA:

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO:
SHRI JUGAL MONDAL:
SHRI TULSHIDAS
JADHAV:
SHRI VALMIKI
CHOUDHARY:

Wil] the Minister of FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government's atten-
tion has been drawn to newspaper T€-
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porte that U.S5.A. has refused to sup-
ply more than 35 lakh tons of food-
grains as against our requirements of
70 lakh tons during 1968; and

(b) if so how it is proposed to se-
cure the balance of the quantity of
foodgrains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE): (a)
and (b). The preliminary estimate of
requirements of imported foodgraims
from all sources during 1968 is 75 lakh
fonnes. It is too early to say from
what sources we would be able to

cover these total requirements. An
agreement has already been signed
with the U.S. Government on the

30th December, 1967 for supply of 30
jiakh tonnes of wheat and 5 lakh
tonnes of milo during the first six
'months of 1968. Negotiations for an
agreement for further supply of food-
grains during the second half of 1968
will be started in due course.

GHERAOS IN WEST BENGAL

496, SHRI SITARAM KESRI: Will
the Minister of LABOUR AND RE-
HABILITATION be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of workers
thrown out of jobs and the factories
closed down due to Gheraos in West
Bengal during the current year; and

{(b) whether Government have
taken any measures to rehabilitate
such workers and ensure the resump-
tion of factories?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND
REHABILITATION (SHRI HATHI):
(a) The subject matter of the question
falls in the State sphere and infor-
mration is not available with the Gov-
ernment of India.

(b) Necessary action in this regard
is being taken by the State Govern-
ment, with the assistance, wherever
necessary, of the Government of India.

MAGHA 23, 1889 (SAKA)
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SHORTAGE IN FOREST WEALTH

497. SHRI SITARAM KESRI: Will
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
forest wealth for purposes of industry
would run short in the coming year;
and

(b) if so, the steps which Govern-
ment propose to take in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE):
(a) Yes Sir; it is so apprehended.

(b) Necessary steps are being taken
by tate Govts. and Union Territory
Aministrations for prote-tion of Fore-
sts and for meeting reqJirements of
industries the following main mea-
sures have been initiated:—

(i) A centrally sponsored scheme
of “Plantation of quick growing
species” to meet the raw  material
requirements of paper and pulp
had been included in the Third
Plan. An area of 84,000 hectares has
been planted up under this scheme
during the Third Plan. The antici-
pated achievements for the ywears

1966-67 and 1967-68 are 1,20,000
hectares. The scheme is to continue
during 1968-69 also.

(ii) Under another scheme of “Plan-
tation of Economic gpecies” which
has been in operation in the Third
Plan w3 well as thereafter, Jarge scale
plantations of timber species of indus-

trial use (e.g. matchwood, plywood
etc.) has been raised.
(iij) At present a large forest

area in the country is understocked
and s in need of urgent restocking.
With & view to fully stock these
areas, a scheme of Rehabilitation of
Degraded Forests has been #mple-
mented in the Second and Third
Five-Year Plans and is being con-
tinued since 1966-87.





