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Press Reports in ‘PRAVPA’

J Shri Rameshwar Tantia:
18. 3 sbrl Hem Barua:

Will the Minister of
Affairg be pleased to state:

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been drawn to the press
reports appearing in the ‘Hindustan
Times’ dated 9th January, 1965 cap-
tioned ‘Pravda attack on monopolies
in India”; and

External

(b) if so, the Government's reac-
tion thereto?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri Swaran Singh): (a) Yes, Sir.
The Government of India is aware
of the publication of the article in
“PRAVDA"” criticising monopolies in
India.

(b) This matter was taken up with
the Soviet Government through the
respective Embassies in Delhi and at
Moscow. The Soviet Government
have informed ug that the views ex-
pressed in the “Pravda” article do not
reflect those of their Government.
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The Minister of External Affairs
(Shrl Swaran Singh): The Govern-
ment of India have always been
opposed to colonialism and have al-
ways raised their voice in support of
the valiant struggle by the people
against the Portuguese colonial rule.
This matter was discussed in the last
Non-aligned Conference at Cairo
where India supported the struslggle of
the people and this support will con-
tinue during the forthcoming Afro-
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Asian Conference to be held at
Algiers.

Independence for British Colonies

138, Shri Madhu Limaye: Wil]l the
Minister of Externa] Affairs be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether Government do not
consider it expedient to urge upon
the British Government immediately
to give Independence and establish
democratic set up in British colonies
like Mauritius, Guianea, Fiji keeping
in view the large population of per-
sons of Indian origin settled there;

(b) whether other Commonwealth
countries have been apprised of this
problem; and

(¢) whether any memorandum in
this connection has recently been
sent to the British Government by

the Indian High Commission in
Britain?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri Swaran Singh): (a) and (b).
The Government of India have re-
peatedly expressed their views, in
the U.N. and elsewhere, in favour of
the grant of independence, without
delay, to the people in British colon-
ies like Mauritius, Guianea, Fiji etc.
All countries including the United
Kingdom and other Commonwealth
countries are fully aware of India’s
views. The Government of- India do
not, therefore, consider it necessary
to address any specia]l memorandum
to the UK. Government in this
matter.

(¢) No, Sir
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