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Community Listening Sets

455. Shrimati Renuka Barkataki:
Shri P. C. Boreoah:
Shri Ravindra Varma:
Shri R. 8. Pandey:
Shri Rajeshwar Patel:
Shri R, Barua: :

Will the Minister of Ifformation
and Broadcasting bc pleused to state:

(a) whether it js a fact that Gov-
ernment have asked the State Govern-
ments to accord high priority to the
installation of community listening
sets in the border areas; and

(b) if so, the progress achieved in
this regard in the torder States?

Information and
Raj Daladur):

The Minister of
WBroadcasting (Shrj
€a) Yes, Sir.
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(b) 6724 community sets have been
installed in the border areas of
Assam, Gujarat, J.&K, Punjab, Utlar
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Tripura and N.EF.A, Information
from Bihar, Rajasthan, Nagaland and
West Bengal is awaitou,

Military Base in Indian Ocean

456. Shri Umanath: Will the Minis-
ter of External Affairs be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment have aot sent their protest
to the Governments of United States
and United Kingdom against the
move to establish military base in
the Indian Ocean;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) the existing position as regards
the establishment of the military base
in the Indian Ocean; and

(d) Government’s reaction thereto?

The Minister of Exterral Affairs
(Shri Swaran Singh): (a) and (b),
Government of India's strong opposi-
tion to the estabtishmnent of military
bases in the Indian Ocean has been
expressad on the Floor of this House
and clsewhere and is already well
known.

(c) and (d). The proposal appears
to be still in the planning stage.

Thumba Rocket L hing Statlon

457. Shrl Umanath:
Shri A, K. Gopalan:

Will the Prime Minister be pleased
to state:

(a) whether g group of Russian
Scientists will be conducting actual
experiments for the first time at the
Thumba equatorial rocket launching
station:

(b) if =0, the particular sphere in
which the collaboration will be ope-
rating;

(c) the purpose of the joirt experi=
ment;
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(d) whether the collaboration is of
short-term duration or long-term
duration; and

project

(e) whether the Thumba
the

will get any assistance from
U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences?

The Prime Minister and Minister of
Atomic Energy (Shrimati Indira
Gandhi): (a) Yes.

(b) to (e). Particulars of the prog-
ramme of joint scientific investigations
as well as of the assistance which
the Thumba  Equatorial Rocket
Launching Station has received from
USSR are contained in the Memo-
randum of Understanding concluded
between the Department of Atomic
Energy and the Hydrometecorological
Services of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics on January 13,
1964, a copy of which was placed on
the Table of the House in answer to
Unstarred Question No. 1470 on Nov-
ember 29, 1965. A copy of the Memo-
randum of Understanding is again
placed on the table of the House.
{Placed in Library, See No. LT- 5507/
66.]

No time limit has been prescribed
for the conclusion of th2 joint co-
operative programme.

ALR. Staft Artistes

458. Shri Umanath: Will the Minis-
ter of Inf th and Broad tn
be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
under consideration to create a fund
to help All-India Radio staff artistes
who are in distress;

(b) it so, the details thereof; and

(c) how the matter stands at pre-
sent?

The Minister of Information und
Broadcasting (Shrl Raj Bahadur):
(a) to (c). Yes, Sir. A scheme for
financial assistance to aistinguished
musicians, both vocal and instru-
mental, dancers and dramatists who
have contributed substantially to the
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success of All India Radio and other
units of the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting has been drawn up
and is being finalized in consultation
with concerned Ministries. A copy of
the scheme as finally accepted will be
laid on the Table of the House.

Disabled Officers of Armed Forces

459. Shri Umanath: Will the Minis-
ter of Defence be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that he
has requested the various employing
Ministries of the Central Govern-
ment that suitable jobs in  Public
Undertakings might be earmarked for
disabled officers of the Armed For-

ces;
(b) if so, the nature of the posts;
and
(c) the response from the Public
Uadertakings and its details?

The Minister of Defsnce (Shri Y. B.

Chavan): (a) No, Sir: but the ques-
tion of placing them before ilhe
Specia] Selection Board of the
UPSC. ang giving them First

Priority for appointment in Class T
and in Class II posts recruitment to
which is normally made through
U.P.S.C. otherwise than cn results of
competitive examination conducted
by the Commission is under conside-
ration, provided they are otherwise -
qualified for such posts. Government
have taken a decision to give disabled
persornel over-riding Priority within
Priority III for appointment to Class
III anq Class IV posts under the
Central Government which are fiiled
through the Employment Exchanges
and for which they have voca‘ional
aptitude and are considered suitable
with due regard to their disability.

(b) and (c). Do not arise at this
stage.

Disabled Soldiers

460. Shri Umanath: Will the Minfs-
ter of Defence be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a team





