7831 Written Answers

Trades Improvement Society, Eng-
land;

(b) if so, whether India participated
in the last meeting of the Society;
and

(c) the decision taken in the meet-
ing which have been implemented?

The Minister of Commerce (Shri
Manubhai Shah): (a) Central Leather
Research Institute, Madras and Cal-
cutta Hides and Skins Shippers
Association, Calcutta are members of
the International Hide and  Allied

Traders Improvement Society, Eng-
land;
(b) No, Sir.
(¢) does not arise.
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Export of Tea

2794. Shri P. R. Chakraverti: Will
the Minister of Commerce be plecas-
ed to state:

(a) the estimated export potential
of tea this year; and

(b) te steps being taken to increase
the export of tea?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Commerce (Shri Shafi Qureshl):
(a) During 1965, export of tea is esti-
mated at 199:46 million kgs valued at
Rs. 114.98 crores.

(b) The promotional activities of
the Tea Board in foreign countries,
both by way of generic compaigns
to promote consumption of tea as a
beverage and uninational efforts to
promote the image of Indian tea
abroad, are being continued and in-
tensified.

To promote the consumption of
tea in UK., which has shown a ten-
dency to remain static, Government of
India have, in collaboration with the
Government of Ceylon and the UK.
tea trade, organised an intensive
‘Drink More Tea' compaign which
involves an outlay of £ 600,000 a year.

In participation with other produc-
ing countries and local trade, gene-
ric promotion hag been under-taken
in U.S.A. Canada, West Germany,
France and Australia through the
Tea Councils in the respective coun-
tries.

The measures undertaken to pro-
mote the image of Indian tea include”
extensive consumer sampling through
participation in exhibitions, tour of
tea vans, store demonstrations, mer-
chandising, public relations and ad-
vertising.

As an incentive to tea exporters,
tax credit certificates are allowed at
the rate of 2 per cent on export of
tea in bulk and 5 per cent on export
of tea in packets. Green tea exports
are also allowed tax ecredit at the
higher rate.





