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Jute Crop

3110. Shri P. G. Sen: Will the
Minister of Food, Agriculture, Com-
munity Development and Cooperation
be pleased to state:

(a) the prospects of jute crop this
year as compared with last year; and

(b) the acreage under jute cultiva-
tion last year and this year?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Food, Agriculture, Community
Development and Cooperation (Shri
Shyam Dhar Mishra): (a) The jute
erop was Teported to have been

* damaged to some extent by floods
during June, 1966 in Assam and by
deficient rains in other parts of

. North East India during the current

season. It is too early to form a-

precise estimate about the likely pro-
duction of the crop this year. The
. production of jute during 1966-67 is,
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however, expected to be higher than
that during 1965-66 when it was 44.85
lakh bales.

(b) According to the Final Esti-
mate, area under jute crop during
1965-66 was placed at 748.% thousand
hectares. Estimates of area under
Jjute  crop this year (viz. 1966-67)
are not yet available.

Freight Rates on West Bound Cargo "

3112." Shri D. C. Sharma: Will ihe
Minister of Transport, Aviation,
Shipping and Tourism be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the decision ° to
‘increase freight rates on the west
bound cargo from India and Pakis-
tan has been deferred by a month;

(b) whether a decision has also
been taken to exempt certain sensi-
tive commodities; and

(c) if so, the particulars thereof?

The Minister of Transport, Avia-
tion, Shipping} and Tourism (Shri
Sanjiva Reddy): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and -(c). The Conference
considering special treatment
certain sensitive commodities.
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