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Supply of Aircraft to Pakistan by U.S.S.R. 

503. SHRI HARDAYAL DEVGUN: 
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that 
the U. S. S. R. has supplied to Pakist.m 
sophisticated aircraft including interceptor 
Mig-19 and Mig·21, light bombers and field 
artillery lIuns Jecently ; 

(b) if so, whether it is a fact th .. t Pakis-
tan has concluded n long-term defence 
agreement wilh the U. S. S. R. : and 

(c) whetber it is also a fact that consider-
able economic assistance has also been Biven 
by the U. S. S. R. to Pakistan, more 
especially for the establishment of a steel 
complex in West Pakistan and development 
of atomic power in East Pllkis\an ? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND 
STEEL AND HEAVY ENGINEERING 
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH) : (a) and (b). 
Information available with Government 
regarding the types of military equipment 
which Pakistan obtained from the Soviet 
Union were brought to the notice of the 
House in reply to Starred Question No. 80 
answered on 23rd July 1969. There is no 
confirmation of the arrival of MIG-2Is or 
Iipt bombers from tile Soviet Unloa, nOf of 

a long-term defence agreement between tbe 
Soviet Union and Pakistan. 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

Big Powers Assurance fOf Peace In 
the Indian Ocean 

504. SHRI HARDAYAL DEVGUN: 
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Prime 
Minister in her recent public utterances had 
stated that if the bi\: powers are prepared to 
guarantee peace in the Indian Ocean, tbe 
power vacuum there need not be filled follow-
ing the withdrawal of British naval bases: 

(b) whether the big powers have respond-
ed favourably to the above suggestion; and 

(c) if not, the alternative measures 
contemplated by Government to fill the 
power vacuum? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a) 
The Prime Minister has repeatedly stated that 
no vacuum will be created in the Indian 
Ocean area consequenl on the withdrawal 
of the British Naval Furces. However. the 
Prime Minister has mooted a suggestion for 
an international agLecment or convention to 
ensure respect for the sover.ignty, indepen-
dence and territorial integrity of the countries 
in the region. 

(b) Interest has been evinced in this 
suggestion, 

(c) Does not arise. 

E.lctioa of Indlano from MalaYlla 
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