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(c) If 10, the tim. by which thle centre Ie likely to b ••• t 
up .nd the plac. proposed for the purpose; and 

(d) If not, the r.alOn. therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI VASUNDHARA RAJE) : 
(.) Ye., Sir. In r •• pect of nucle.r r.actors and usoclated 
f.cllitles, for both re.earch .nd commercial power 
generation, the .afety a.p.ct. are gone Into and 
Implemented thoroughly .t every .tage from de.lgn to 
commissioning •• w.n .s In operation. Saf.ty review .nd 
• afety related r •••• rch and dev.lopment actlvltl.s have 
been In pl.c. since the beginning of the nuclear energy 
programme and constltut. on. of the most Important 
continuing activities. The operational .afety of the nuclear 
resarch r.actors and pow.r plants I. continuously 
monitored by committees of specialists at threel.vels, vlz .. (I) 
Unit Saf.ty Committe., (II) Saf.ty Review Committee for 
Operating Plants (SARCOP) and (III) Atomic Energy 
Regulatory Board (AEqB). SARCOP Is v •• t.d with the 
authority to .nforce regulatory r •• trlctlon. on the operating 
plants, wherev.r n.cess.ry. 

(b) and (c) A proposal for establishing a new Institute of 
Safety Res.arch to carry out research on topics related to 
safety aspects of nucl.ar facilities and radiation Installations 
Is at present In a conceptual stage. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Crop. Under CIS 

·,4 . SHRI SODE RAMAIAH : 
SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Union Government propose to modify 
the present comprehensive crop Insurance scheme; 

(b) If 10, the details th.reof; 

(c) the cropa presently covered under CIS; 

(d) wh.ther there Is a proposal to Include more crops 
und.r this scheme and cover all the districts In country; 

(.) If .0, the d.talls th.reof; 

(f) wh.th.r the sch.me Is likely to be Implemented at 
Gram Panchayat 1ev.1 ; and 

(g) If 10, the d.talls th.reof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE (SHRI SOMPAL): (a), (b) and (d) to (g) 
Yes, Sir. Modification of the existing Compr.h.nslve Crop 
In.uranc. Sch.m. (CCIS) Is under consld.ratlon. 

(c) Crop. pre.ently cov.red und.r CCIS .r. wheat, 
p.ddy, mlll.ts (Including m.Iz.), olls.ed. and pula ... 

rrf8ns/atJon} 

Inveetment In Agriculture Sector 

·,5 SHRI RAMPAL SINGH: 
SHRI ANAND RATNA MAURVA : 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pl.a.ed to state: 

(a) whether the agriculture production has declln.d 
due to shortfall of public Investment In ar:rlculture sector; 

(b) whether Government have formulated any sch.m • 
to encourage public Investm.nt in agriculture sector; 

(c) If so, the details thereof; .nd 

(d) the antlcip.ted Increase In agriculture production 
as • r.sult thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRV OF 
AGRICULTURE (SHRI SOMPAL) : (a) Th •• grlculture 
production has wltne.sed a rising trend over the y •• ra. 
During the 8th Five V.ar Plan (1992-93 to 1996-97) the 
agriculture sector achieved an av.rage annual growth of 
about 4.0 percent. However, production Is likely to decline 
in 1997-98 due mainly to delayed onset of monsoon .nd Its 
erratic behaviour over time and space followed by 
unprecedented excessive rains during post-monsoon 
months. It Is although also true that the public Investment In 
agriculture sector, particularly for the creation of Irrigation 
potential have, fallen short of the targ.ts. 

(b) and (c) In order to encourage Inv •• tment In 
Infrastructure for agriculture, a new rural Infra.tructure 
Development Fund within the National Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development has been establlsh.d. A new 
scheme of Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP) 
was also Initiated during 1996-97 with a provision of 
Rs. 900 crore for providing assistance to States by way of 
loans for timely completion of selected large and multi-
purpose Irrigation projects. 

(d) The agriculture production would incre.se 
depending on the level of Inve.tment - both public and 
private as also the plan outlay for agriculture sector. 

{English] 

La •• due to Land Degradation 

• 16. SHRI MOHAN SINGH: 
PROF. AJIT KUMAR MEHTA: 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be plea.ed to .tate : 

(a) whether Government have conducted .ny study 
with regrad to the annu.1 los. of foodgrains In the country 
on account of land degradation and crop dam.g. due to 
pollution; 

(b) If so, the details thereof alongwlth the areu where 
foodgrain. damage Ia the moat; .nd 


