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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS OF FOURTEENTH LOK SABHA

Aaron Rashid, Shri J.M. (Periyakulam)
Abdullah, Shri Omar (Srinagar)
Abdullakutty, Shri (Cannanore)

Acharia, Shri Basu Deb (Bankura)
Acharya, Shri Prasanna (Sambalpur)
Aditya Nath, Yogi (Gorakhpur)

Adsul, Shri Anandrao Vithoba (Buidhana)
Advani, Shri L.K. (Gandhinagar)
Agarwal, Dr. Dhirendra (Chatra)
Ahamad, Shri Atiq (Phulpur)

Ahamed, Shri E. (Ponnani)

Ahir, Shri Haneraj G. (Chandrapur)
Ahmad, Dr. Shakeel (Madhubani)
Aiyar, Shri Mani Shankar (Mayiladuturai)
Ajaya Kumar, Shri S. (Ottapalam)
Ajgalle, Shri Guharam (Sarangarh)
Ajnala, Dr. Rattan Singh (Taran Taran)
Ambareesh, Shri M.H. (Mandya)
Ananth Kumar, Shri (Bangalore South)
Angadi, Shri Suresh (Belgaum)

Ansari, Shri Afzal (Ghazipur)

Ansari, Shri Furkan (Godda)

Antulay, Shri A.R. (Kulaba)

Appadurai, Shri M. (Tenkasi)

Argal, Shri Ashok (Morena)

Athawala, Shri Ramdas (Pandharpur)
Athithan Dhanuskodi, Shri R. (Tirunelveli)
Atwal, Shri Chamiit Singh (Philaur)
Audikesavulu, Shri D.K. (Chittoor)
Azmi, Shri llyas (Shahabad)

Baalu, Shri T.R. (Madras South)
‘Baba’, Shri K.C. Singh (Nainital)

(iii)

Babbar, Shri Raj (Agra)

‘Bachda’, Shri Bachi Singh Rawat (Almora)
Badal, Shri Sukhbir Singh (Faridkot)
Baghel, Prof. S.P. Singh (Jalesar)
Bahuguna, Shri Vijay (Tehri Garhwal)
Bais, Shri Ramesh (Raipur)

Baitha, Shri Kailash (Bagaha)

Banerjee, Kumari Mamata (Calcutta South)
Bangarappa, Shri S. (Shimoga)

Bansal, Shri Pawan Kumar (Chandigarh)
Barad, Shri Jasubhai Dhanabhai (Junagarh)
Barku, Shri Shingada Damodar (Dahanu)
Barman, Prot. Basudeb (Mathurapur)
Barman, Shri Hiten (Cooch Behar)
Barman, Shri Ranen (Balurghat)

Barq, Dr. Shafiqur Rahman (Moradabad)
Basu, Shri Anil (Arambagh)

Bauri, Shrimati Susmita (Vishnupur)

Baxia, Shri Joachim (Alipurduar)

Bellarmin, Shri A.V. (Nagercoil)

Bhadana, Shri Avtar Singh (Faridabad)
Bhagora, Shri Mahavir (Salumber)

Bhailal, Shri (Robertsganj)

Bhakta, Shri Manoranjan (Andaman & Nicobar Islands)

Bhargava, Shri Girdhari Lal (Jaipur)
Bhuria, Shri Kanti Lal (Jhabua)

Bisen, Shri Gaurishanker Chaturbhuj (Balaghat)

Bishnoi, Shri Jaswant Singh (Jodhpur)
Bishnoi, Shri Kuldeep (Bhiwani)

Borkataky, Shri Narayan Chandra (Mangaldoi)
Bose, Shri Subrata (Barasat) |
Botcha, Shrimati Jhansi Lakshmi (Bobbili)



Budholia, Shri Rajnarayan (Hamirpur, U.P.)
Bwiswmuthiary, Shri Sansuma Khunggur (Kokrajhar)
Chakraborty, Dr. Sujan (Jadavpur)

Chakraborty, Shri Ajoy (Basirhat)

Chakraborty, Shri Swadesh (Howrah)

Chaliha, Shri Kirip (Guwahati)

Chander Kumar, Prof. (Kangra)

Chandrappan, Shri C.K. (Trichur)

Charenamei, Shri Mani (Outer Manipur)
Chatterjee, Shri Santasri (Serampore)

Chatterjee, Shri Somnath (Bolpur)

Chaudhary, Dr. Tushar A. (Mandvi)

Chauhan, Shri Nand Kumar Singh (Khandwa)
Chaure, Shri Bapu Hari (Dhule)

Chavan, Shri Harishchandra (Malegaon)

Chavda, Shri Harisinh (Banaskantha)
Chidambaram, Shri P. (Sivaganga)

Chinta Mohan, Dr. (Tirupati)

Chitthan, Shri N.S.V. (Dindigul)

Choubey, Shri Lal Muni (Buxar)

Choudhary, Shri Nikhili Kumar (Katihar)
Choudhary, Shrimati Anuradha (Kairana)
Choudhury, Shri Abu Hasem Khan (Maida)
Choudhury, Shri Bansagopal (Asansol)
Chowdhary, Shri Pankaj (Maharajganj, U.P.)
Chowdhury, Shri Adhir (Berhampore, West Bengal)
Chowdhury, Shrimati Renuka (Khammam)
Dangawas, Shri Bhanwar Singh (Nagaur)
Darbar, Shri Chhattar Singh (Dhar)

Das, Dr. Alakesh (Nabadwip)

Das, Shri Khagen (Tripura West)

Dasgupta, Shri Gurudas (Panskura)

Dasmunsi, Shri Priya Ranjan (Raiganj)

Delkar, Shri Mohan S. (Dadra and Nagar Haveli)
Deo, Shri V. Kishore Chandra S. (Parvatipuram)

(Giv)

Deo, Shri Bikram Keshari (Kalahandi)

Deora, Shri Milind (Mumbai-South)

Deshmukh, Shri Subhash Sureshchandra (Sholapur)
Dev, Shri Sontosh Mohan (Silchar)

Devegowda, Shri H.D. (Hassan)

Dhanaraju, Dr. K. (Tincivanam)

Dharavath, Shri Ravinder Naik (Warangal)
Dharmendra, Shri (Bikaner)

Dhillon, Shri Sharanjit Singh (Ludhiana)

Dhindsa, Shri Sukhdev Singh (Sangrur)

Dhotre, Shri Sanjay (Akola)

Dikshit, Shri Sandeep (East Delhi)

Diler, Shri Kishan Lal (Hathras)

Dome, Dr. Ram Chandra (Birbhum)

Dube, Shri Ramesh (Mirzapur)

Dubey, Shri Chandra Shekhar (Dhanbad)

Dutt, Shrimati Priya (Mumbai North-West)
Elangovan, Shri E.V.K.S. (Gobichettipalayam)
Engti, Shri Biren Singh (Autonomous Distt. Assam)
Fanthome, Shri Francis (Nominated)

Fatmi, Shri M.A.A. (Darbhanga)

Femandes, Shri George (Muzaffarpur)

Gadakh, Shri Tukaram Gangadhar (Ahmednagar)
Gaddigoudar, Shri P.C. (Bagaikot)

Gadhavi, Shri P.S. (Kutch)

Gaikwad, Shri Eknath Mahadeo (Mumbai North Central)

Gamang, Shri Giridhar (Koraput)

Gandhi, Shri Rahul (Amethi)

Gandhi, Shrimati Maneka (Pillbhit)

Gandhi, Shrimati Sonia (Raebareli)

Ganesan, Shri L. (Tiruchirappalli)

Gangwar, Shri Santosh (Bareilly)

Gao, Shri Tapir (Arunachal East)

Gavit, Shri Manikrao Hodlya (Nandurbar)
Gawali, Shrimati Bhavana Pundallkrag (Washim)
Geete, Shri Anant Gangaram (Ratnagiri)



Gehlot, Shri Thawar Chand (Shajapur)
George, Shri K. Francis (ldukki)

Ghuran Ram Shri (Palamu)

Gill, Shri Atma Singh (Sirsa)

Gogoi, Shri Dip (Kaliabor)

Gohain, Shri Rajen (Nagaon)

Govinda, Shri (Mumbai North)

Gowda, Shri D.V. Sadanand (Mangaiore)
Gowda, Shrimati Tejasvini (Kanakapura)
Goyal, Shri Surendra Prakash (Hapur)
Gudhe, Shri Anant (Amravati)

Gulshan, Shrimati Paramijit Kaur (Bhatinda)
Gupta, Shri Shyama Charan (Banda)
Hamza, Shri T.K. (Manjeri)

Handique, Shri B.K. (Jorhat)
Hanumanthappa, Shri N.Y. (Chitradurga)
Harsha Kumar, Shri G.V. (Amalapuram)
Hassan, Ch. Munawar (Muzaffamagar)
Hegde, Shri Anant Kumar (Canara)
Hooda, Shri Deepender Singh (Rohtak)
Hossain, Shri Abdul Mannan (Murshidabad)
Hussain, Shri Anwar (Dhubri)

Hussain, Shri Syed Shahnawaz (Bhagalpur)
Jadhao, Shri Prakash B. (Ramtek)

Jagadeesan, Shrimati Subbulakshmi (Tiruchengods)

Jagannath, Dr. M. (Nagar Kumool)
Jai Prakash, Shri (Hissar)

Jai Prakash, Shri (Mohanlal Ganj)
Jain, Shri Pusp (Pali)

Jaiswal, Shri Shriprakash (Kanpur)
Jalappa, Shri R.L. (Chikballapur)
Jatiya, Dr. Satyanarayan (Ujjain)
Jawale, Shri Haribhau (Jalgaon)
Jayaprada, Shrimati (Rampur)
Jena, Shri Mohan (Jajpur)

Jha, Shri Raghunath (Bettiah)

Jigsjinagi, Shri Ramesh Chandappa (Chilkodi)

Jindal, Shri Naveen (Kurukshetra)
Jogaiah, Shri Hari Rama (Narsapur)
Jogi, Shri Ajit (Mahasamund)

Joshi, Shri Kailash (Bhopal)

Joshi, Shri Pralhad (Dharwad North)
Kader Mohideen, Prof. K.M. (Vellore)
Kaimadi, Shri Suresh (Pune)

Kamal Nath, Shri (Chhindwara)
Kamat, Shri Gurudas (Mumbai North East)
Kanodia, Shri Mahesh (Patan)
Karunakaran, Shri P. (Kasargod)
Kashyap, Shri Baliram (Bastar)
Kaswan, Shri Ram Singh (Churu)
Katara, Shri Babubhai K. (Dohad)
Kathiria, Dr. Vallabhbhai (Rajkot)
Kaur, Shrimati Preneet (Patiala)
Kerketta, Shrimati Sushila (Khunti)

Khaire, Shri Chandrakant (Aurangabad, Maharashtra)

Khan, Shri Sunil (Durgapur)

Khanna, Shri Avinash Rai (Hoshiarpur)
Khanna, Shri Vinod (Gurdaspur)
Kharventhan, Shri S.K. (Palani)

Koli, Shri Ramswaroop (Bayana)
Konyak, Shri W. Wangyuh (Nagaland)
Kori, Shri Radhey Shyam (Ghatampur)
Koshal, Shri Raghuveer Singh (Kota)
Koya, Dr. P.P. (Lakshadweep)
Kriplani, Shri Srichand (Chittorgarh)
Krishna, Shri Vijoy (Barh)

Krishnadas, Shri N.N. (Paighat)
Krishnan, Dr. C. (Pollachi)
Krishnaswamy, Shri A. (Sriperambudur)
Kulaste, Shri Faggan Singh (Mandia)
Kumar, Shrimati Meira (Sasaram)
Kumari Selja (Ambala)



Kunnur, Shri Manjunath (Dharwad South)
Kuppusami, Shri C. (Madras North)
Kurup, Adv. Suresh (Kottayam)
Kusmaria, Dr. Ramkrishna (Khajuraho)
Kyndiah, Shri P.R. (Shillong)

Lahiri, Shri Samik (Diamond Harbour)

‘Lalan’, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Begusarai)

Lalu Prasad, Shri (Chhapra)

Laxman, Shrimati Susheela Bangaru (Jalore)

Libra, Sardar Sukhdev Singh (Ropar)

Madam, Shri Vikrambhai Arjanbhai (Jamnagar)

Madhavraj, Shrimati Manorama (Udupi)
Mahabir Prasad, Shri (Bansgaon)
Mahajan, Shrimati Sumitra (Indore)
Maharia, Shri Subhash (Sikar)

Mahato, Shri Narahari (Purulia)
Mahato, Shrimati Suman (Jamshedpur)
Maheshwari, Shrimati Kiran (Udaipur)
Mahtab, Shri B. (Cuttack)

Mahto, Shri Tek Lal (Giridih)

Maijhi. Shri Parsuram (Nowrangpur)
Majhi, Shri Shankhlal (Akbarpur)
Maken, Shri Ajay (New Delhi)
Malhotra, Prof. Vijay Kumar (South Delhi)
Mallikarjuniah, Shri S. (Tumkur)
Mandal, Shri Sanat Kumar (Joynagar)
Mandlik, Shri S.D. (Kolhapur)

Mane, Shrimati Nivedita (ichalkaraniji)
Manijhi, Shri Rajesh Kumar (Gaya)
Mann. Shri Zora Singh (Ferozepur)
Manoj, Dr. K.S. (Alleppey)

Maran. Shri Dayanidhi (Madras Central)
Marandi, Shri Bubu Lal (Kodarma)
Marndi. Shri Sudam (Mayurbhanj)
Masood. Shri Rasheed {(8aharanpur)
Mcleod. Ms. Ingrid (Nominated)

(vi)

Mediyam, Dr. Babu Rao (Bhadrachatem)
Meena, Shri Namo Nargin (Sawai Madhopur)
Meghwal, Shri Kailash (Tonk)

Mehta, Shri Alok Kumar (Gamastipur)
Mehta, Shri Bhuvaneshwar Prasad (Hazaribagh)
Meinya, Dr. Thokchom (inner Manipur)
Mishra, Dr. Rajesh (Varanasi)

Mistry, Shri Madhusudan (Sabarkantha)
Mohale, Shri Punnu Lal (Bilaspur)

Mohan, Shri P. (Madural)

Mohd. Tahir, Shri (Sultanpur)

Motiah, Shri Hannan (Uluberia)

Mondal, Shri Abu Ayes (Katwa)

Moorthy, Shri A.K. (Chengaipattu)

More, Shri Vasantrao (Erandol)

Mufti, Ms. Mehbooba (Anantnag)

Mukeem, Mohd. (Dumariaganj)

Mukherjee, Shri Pranab (Jangipur)
Muniyeppa, Shri K.H. (Koiar)

Munshi Ram, Shr (Bijnor)

Murmu, Shri Hemial (Rajmahal)

Murmu, Shri Rupchand (Jhargram)
Muttemwar, Shn Vilas (Nagpur)

Nagpal, Shri Harish (Amroha)

Naik, 8hri A. Venkatesh (Raichur)

Naik, Shri Shripad Yesso (Panaji)
Nambadan, Shri Lonappan (Mukundapuram)
Nandy, Shri Amitava (Dumdum)

Narbula, Shri D. (Darjeeling)

Narendra, Shri A. (Medak)

Narhire, Shrimati Kalpna Ramesh (Osmanabad)
Nayak, Shri Ananta (Keonjhar)

Nayak, Shrimati Archana (Kendrapara)
Nihal Chand, Shri (Sriganganagar)

Nikhil Kumar, Shri (Aurangabad, Bihar)
Nishad, Shri Mahendra Prasad (Fatehpur)



Nizamuddin, Shri G. (Hiqdupur)

Ola, Shri Sis Ram (Jhunjhunu)

Oram, Shri Jual (Sundergarh)

Oraon, Dr. Rameshwar (Lohardaga)
Osmani, Shri A.F.G. (Barpeta)

Owaisi, Shri Asaduddin (Hyderabad)

Pal, Shri Rupchand (Hooghly)
Palanimanickam, Shri §.S. (Thanjavur)
Pallani Shamy, Shri K.C. (Karur)

Panabaka Lakshmi, Shrimati (Nellore)
Panda, Shri Brahmananda (Jagatsinghpur)
Panda, Shri Prabodh (Midnapore)

Pandey, Dr. Laxminarayan (Mandsaur)
Parste, Shri Dalpat Singh (Shahdol)
Paswan, Shri Ram Vilas (Hajipur)

Paswan, Shri Ramchandra (Rosera)
Paswan, Shri Sukdeo (Araria)

Paswan, Shri Virchandra (Nawada)
Patasani, Dr. Prasanna Kumar (Bhubaneswar)
Patel, Shri Dahyabhai Vallabhbhai (Daman and Diu)
Patel, Shri Dinsha (Kaira)

Patel, Shri Harilal Madhavji Bhai (Porbandar)
Patel, Shri Jivabhai A. (Mehsana)

Patel, Shri Kishanbhai V. (Bulsar)

Patel, Shri Somabhai G. (Surendranagar)
Pateriya, Shrimati Neeta (Seoni)

Pathak, Shri Brajesh (Unnao)

Pathak, Shri Harin (Ahmedabad)

Patil (Yatnal), Shri Basangouda R. (Bijapur)
Patil, Shri Balasaheb Vikhe (Kopergaon)
Patil, Shri D.B. (Nanded)

Patil, Shri Danve Raasaheb (Jaina)

Patil, Shri Jaysingrao Gaikwad (Beed)
Patil, Shri Laxmanrao (Satara)

Patil, Shri Pratik P. (Sangli)

Patil, Shri Shriniwas Dadasaheb (Karad)

(vit)

Patil, Shrimati Rupatai D. (Latur)

Patil, Shrimati Suryakanta (Hingoli)

Patle, Shri Shishupal N. (Bhandara)
Paul, Dr. Sebastian (Emakulam)

Pawar, Shri Sharad (Baramati)

Pilot, Shri Sachin (Dausa)

Pingle, Shri Devidas (Nasik)
Ponnuswamy, Shri E. (Chidambaram)
Potai, Shri Sohan (Kanker)

Prabhu, Shr R. (Nilgiris)

Prabhu, Shri Suresh Prabhakar (Rajapur)
Pradhan, Shri Ashok (Khurja)

Pradhan, Shri Dharmendra (Deogarh)
Pradhan, Shri Prasanta (Contai)

Prasad, Shri Harikewal (Salempur)
Prasad, Shri Laimani (Basti)

Prasad, Shri Ram Swaroop (Nalanda)
Prasada, Kunwar Jitin (Shahjahanpur)
Purandeswari, Shrimati D. (Bapatia)
Radhakrishnan, Shri Varkala (Chirayinkil)
Rai, Shri Nakul Das (Sikkim)

Raja, Shri A. (Perambalur)

Rajagopal, Shri L. (Vijayawada)

Rajphar, Shri Chandra Dev Prasad (Ghosi)
Rajender Kumar, Shri (Haridwar)
Rajendran, Shri P. (Quilon)

Rajenthiran, Shrimati M.S.K. Bhavani (Ramanathapuram)
Raju, Shri M.M. Pallam (Kakinada)
Ramachandran, Shri Gingee N. (Vandavasi)
Ramadass, Prof. M. (Pondicherry)
Ramakrishna, Shri Badiga (Machilipatnam)
Rana, Shri Gurjeet Singh (Jalandhar)
Rana, Shri Kashiram (Surat)

Rana, Shri Rabinder Kumar (Khagria)
Rana, Shri Raju (Bhavnagar)

Rani, Shrimati K. (Rasipuram)



Ranjan, Shrimati Ranjeet (Saharsa)

Rao, Shri D. Vittal (Mahabubnagar)
Rao, Shri K. Chandra Sekhar (Karimnagar)

Rao, Shri K.S. (Eluru)

Rao, Shri P. Chalapathi (Anakapaili)

Rao, Shri Rayapati Sambasiva (Guntur)
Rathod, Shri Haribhau (Yavatmal)

Rathwa, Shri Naranbhai (Chhota Udaipur)
Ravindran, Shri Pannian (Thiruvananthapuram)
Rawale, Shri Mohan (Mumbai South Central)
Rawat, Prof. Rasa Singh (Ajmer)

Rawat, Shri Ashok Kumar (Misrikh)

Rawat, Shri Dhan Singh (Banswara)

Rawat, Shri Kamla Prasad (Barabanki)
Reddy, Shri Anantha Venkatarami (Anantapur)
Reddy, Shri G. Karunakara (Bellary)

Reddy, Shri K.J.S.P. (Kurnool)

Reddy, Shri M. Raja Mohan (Narasaraopet)
Reddy, Shri M. Sreenivasulu (Ongole)
Reddy, Shri Madhusudan (Adilabad)

Reddy, Shri N. Janardhana (Visakhapatnam)
Reddy, Shri S. Jaipal (Miryalguda)

Reddy, Shri S.P.Y. (Nandyal)

Reddy. Shri Suravaram Sudhakar (Nalgonda)
Reddy, Shri Y.S. Vivekanand (Cuddapah)
Regupathy, Shri S. (Pudukottai)

Renge Patil, Shri Tukaram Ganpat Rao (Parbhani)

Rijiju, Shri Kiren (Arunachal West)
Riyan, Shri Baju Ban (Tripura East)
Sahay, Shri Subodh Kant (Ranchi)

Sahu, Shri Chandra Sekhar (Berhampur-Orissa)

‘Sahu, Shri Tarachand (Durg)

Sai Prathap, Shri A. (Rajampet)
Sai, Shri Nand Kumar (Sarguja)
Sai, Shri Vishnu Deo (Raigarh)
Sajjan Kumar, Shri (Outer Delhi)

Salim, Md. (Caicutta-North East)
Sangliana, Dr. H.T. (Bangalore North)
Sangma, Shri P.A. (Tura)
Sangwan, Shri Kishan Singh (Sonepat)
Sar, Shri Nikhilananda (Burdwan)
Saradgi, Shri Igbal Ahmed (Gulbarga)
Sardinha, Shri Francisco Cosme (Mormugao)
Sarma, Dr. Arun Kumar (Lakhimpur)
Saroj, Shri D.P. (Lalganj)
Saroj, Shri Tufani (Saidpur)
Satheedevi, Shrimati P. (Badagara)
Satpathy, Shri Tathagata (Dhenkanal)
Satyanarayana, Shri Sarvey (Siddipet)
Sayeda, Shrimati Rubab (Bahraich)
Scindia, Shri Jyotiraditya M. (Guna)
Scindia, Shrimati Yashodhara Raje (Gwalior)
Seal, Shri Sudhangshu (Calcutta-North West)
Selvi, Shrimati V. Radhlka (Tiruchendur)
Sen, Shrimati Minati (Jalpaiguri)
Senthil, Dr. R. (Dharmapuri)
Seth, Shri Lakshman (Tamiuk)
Sethi, Shri Arjun (Bhadrak)
Shahabuddin, Dr.. Md. (Siwan)
Shaheen, Shri Abdul Rashid (Baramulia)
Shailendra Kumar, Shri (Chail)
Shakya, Shri Raghuraj Singh (Etawah)
Shandil, Dr. Col. (Retd.) Dhani Ram (Shimla)
Sharma, Dr. Arvind (Kamalt)
Sharma, Shri Madan Lal (Jammu)
Shekhar, Shri Neeraj (Ballia)
Shervani, Shri Saleem (Badaun)
Shivajirao, Shri Adhairao Patil (Khed)
Shivanna, Shri M. (Chamrajanagar)
Shiwankar, Prof. Mahadeorao (Chimur)
Shukla, Shrimati Karuna (Janjgir)
Sibal, Shri Kapil (Chandni Chowk)



Siddeswara, Shri G.M. (Davangere)

Sidhu, Shri Navjot Singh (Amritsar)

Sikdar, Shrimati Jyotirmoyee (Krishnagar)
Singh Deo, Shrimati Sangeeta Kumari (Bolangir)
Singh, Chaudhary Bijendra (Aligarh)

Singh, Chaudhary Lal (Udhampur)

Singh, Dr. Akhilesh Prasad (Motihari)
Singh, Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad (Vaishali)
Singh, Dr. Ram Lakhan (Bhind)

Singh, Kunwar Manvendra (Mathura)

Singh, Kunwar Sarv Raj (Aonla)

Singh, Rao Inderjit (Mahendragarh)

Singh, Shri Ajit (Baghpat)

Singh, Shri Akshaya Pratap (Pratapgarh)
Singh, Shri Brijphushan Sharan (Balrampur)
Singh, Shri Chandra Bhushan (Farrukhabad)
Singh, Shri Chandrabhan (Damoh)

Singh, Shri Devwrat (Rajnandgaon)

Singh, Shri Dushyant (Jhalawar)

Singh, Shri Ganesh (Satna)

Singh, Shri Ganesh Prasad (Jahanabad)
Singh, Shri Kalyan (Bulandshahar)

Singh, Shri Kirti Vardhan (Gonda)

Singh, Shri Lakshman (Rajgarh)

Singh, Shri Manik (Sidhi)

Singh, Shri Manvendra (Barmer)

Singh, Shri Mohan (Deoria)

Singh, Shri Prabhunath (Maharajganj, Bihar)
Singh, Shri Rakesh (Jabalpur)

Singh, Shri Rampal (Vidisha)

Singh, Shri Rewati Raman (Allahabad)
Singh, Shri Sartaj (Hoshangabad)
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The Lok Sabha met at Twenly Five Minutes past
Twelve of the Clock.

[MR. Spreaker mn the Charr)

NATIONAL ANTHEM

The NMNational Anthem was played.

12.26 hrs.
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS*
[English/

SECRETARY-GENERAL: | beg to lay on the Table
a copy of the President's Address' (Hindi & English
Versions) to both the Houses of Parliament assembled
together on the 25th February, 2008.

Honourable Members,

| convey my best wishes to all of you and to our
people. The Parliament convenes at a time when the
economy is on the move. My Government remains firmly
committed to ensuring that the economic growth process
is socially inclusive, regionally balanced and
environmentally sustainable. The measures taken by my
Government have created the necessary architecture of
inclusive growth.

Several programmes have been launched to make
the growth process socially inclusive and regionally
balanced. These include Bharat Nirman, aimed at

* The President delivered the Address in the Central Hall in
English. Hindi text of the Address was read by the Vice-
President there.

** Laid on the Table and also placed in Library, See No. LT
8092/2008.

bridging the rural-urban gap in development; the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act to soften the sharp
edges of poverty and offer basic livelihood security; Sarva
Shiksha Abhlyan, for giving equal opportunity to our
children in realizing their potential, further strengthened
through a universal midday meal programme; the
National Rural Health Mission, offering the rural poor
access to basic health care; and, the Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Misgion, promoting socially
inclusive and economically manageable urban
development. To make the growth process more
participatory, responsive and accountable, Govemment has
sought to strengthen panchayati raj institutions and has
enshrined in law a Right to Information Act.

My Government's strategy of ‘“inclusive growth” has
been enabled by, and has in tum contributed to, the
acceleration of economic growth. For the first time in
history, the Indian economy has grown at close to
9.0 per cent per annum for four years in a row. The
historically high investment rate, of over 35% of GDP,
and savings rate, of over 34% of GDP, symbolize a new
dynamism in our economy. | am confident that the
creativity, enterprise and hard work of our young people
will be able to sustain these high rates in the years to
come.

This performance is all the more creditable against
the background of high intenational oil prices and rising
commodity prices, including for food. It will continue to
be the endeavour of my Government to sustain growth
while keeping prices under check. My Government has
endeavoured to insulate the Indian consumer from these
global inflationary trends. World crude oil prices have
almost doubled in the past two years to reach an ali-time
high of US$100 per barrel, yet my Government has
managed to moderate the impact on the domestic
consumer.

The architecture of inclusive growth is further
consolidated through the Eleventh Five Year Plan. The
Plan has set a target of 9 per cent GDP growth for the
country a8 a whole to be achieved in a manner that
would provide equality of opportunity for quality education,
for employment and for enterprise, free people from the
burden of il-health and eliminate discrimination.
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The share of the Central Gross Budgetary Support
allocation to key sectors is being substantially increased.
The outlay on education goes up from 7.68% of the
Central Gross Budgetary Support in the 10th Plan to
over 19% in the 11th Plan. The outlays on agriculture,
health and rural development have been tripled. Taken
together with education, these sectors account for more
than half of the Central Gross Budgetary Support as
compared to less than 1/3rd in the 10th Plan. This is a
major structural shift in plan priorities, aimed at reducing
disparities and empowering people.

The Plan hopes to raise the total annual investment
in infrastructure from 5% of GDP to 9%. Public sector
investment will continue to play an important role in
infrastructure development supplemented by private
investment wherever feasible. My Government will
augment the skills and resources needed for enabling
marginalized groups and regions to benefit from the
processes of growth.

My Government has been paying special attention to
the weltare of our farmers and has reversed the decline
in public investment in agriculture. The target set in the
National Common Minimum Programme of doubling
agricultural credit in three years has been substantially
exceeded. The target set for 2007-08, of Rs. 2,25,000
crore, has aiready been achieved by December 2007.
Government has ‘taken up the revival of the Rural
Cooperative Credit structure. Government had appointed
an Expert Group on Agricultural Indebtedness under
the chairmanship of Prof R. Radhakrishna and its report
has since been received. The recommendations of the
Group are under Government’s active consideration.

To bring the “financially excluded” population within
the formal banking system, banks have been directed to
utilize the services of self-help groups (SHG), micro
finance institutions and other civil society organizations to
this end. Over 5 lakh self-help groups are being assisted
under the Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana and
52 per cent of the swarojgaris are women. Govemment
has also introduced the Micro Financlal Sector
(Development and Regulation BIll) in Parliament. The
Swarna Jayanti Shehari Rozgar Yojana is providing
opportunities for skill development and employment for
the urban poor, especially women.

My Government has taken two major initiatives for
the agriculture sector in recent times:. the National Food
Security Mission and the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana.
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The National Food Security Mission has been set up to
enhance the production of rice, wheat and puises by 10,
8 and 2 million tonnes respectively during the 11th Plan
period. The Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, with an outlay
of Rs. 25,000 crore for farm revival, aims at stepping up
agricultural growth to 4 per cent in the 11th Plan by
incentivising States to invest more in the sector.

With the efforts of my Government, there has been
a substantial increase in agricultural production. The
combined resources for Agriculture, Irrigation and Water
Resources including a major Flood Management
Programme will go up from Rs. 46,131 crores in the
10th Plan to Rs. 1,38,548 crore in the 11th Plan. My
Govemment effected an unprecedented steep hike of over
50% in the Minimum .Support Price (MSP) for wheat
and about 33% for paddy in the last four years.

My Government aims at tripling the size of the
processed food sector by 2015, and doubling its share in
global trade. To achieve these objectives, 30 Mega Food
Parks and an Integrated Cold Chain will be established.
A National Institute of Food Technology
Entreprensurship and Management is being set up at
Kundli as a knowledge institution for the sector.

My Government has placed great emphasis on the
empowerment of Scheduied Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward Classes through increased access
to education. Close to Rs. 900 crore have been provided
for scholarships for about 30 lakh children belonging to
the Scheduled Castes and an amount of over Rs. 225
crore has been provided for more than 10 lakh tribal
children. The Rajiv Gandhi National Fellowship and
schemes for special coaching for Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe students are being actively implemented.
The Indira Gandhi National Tribal University will be
founded at Amarkantak in Madhya Pradesh to promote
studies and research in art, culture, tradition, languages,
customs and medicinal systems of our tribal communities,
besides promoting educational opportunities for tribal
students.

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act is a
landmark legislation aimed at correcting the historical
deprivations of the tribal and traditional forest dwellers
and restoring to them their rights on land. State
Governments have been requested to implement the
provisions of this Act expeditiously.
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With a view to provide social security to workers in
the unorganized sector, who constitute a majority of our
workforce, my Government has introduced the
Unorganised Sector Social Security Bill, 2007. The
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana to provide health cover
of Rs. 30,000 for every unorganized sector worker living
below poverty line and for the family, the Aam Aadmi
Bima Yojana to provide relief to about 1 crore families
of rural landless labour in the first year itself and the
Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme,
enfitling those below poverty line and above 65 years to
a monthly pension of Rs. 200, have been launched.
Govemment has also enhanced the National Floor Level
Minimum Wage from Rs. 66 to Rs. 80 per day. The
eligibility limit for payment of bonus to workers has been
raised from Rs. 3,500 to Rs. 10,000 per month. Workers
employed by building contractors have also been made
eligible for payment of bonus.

My Government has put in place a National
Rehabilitation and Resettiement Policy with effect from
October 2007 to address the long standing grievances of
people displaced from their land by development projects.
The policy provides for basic minimum requirements to
be fulfilled in all the projects leading to involuntary
displacement. In order to give statutory backing to the
policy, a Rehabilitation and Resettiement Biil, 2007 and
a Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill 2007 have also
been introduced in Parliament.

Inclusive growth demands inclusive governance. The
key instrument for this is panchayati raj. Government has
strengthened panchayati raj through untied funds to
support local area development planning in addition to
reorienting delivery systems to work through panchayats.
To address the problem of regional imbalances, my
Government is helping less developed regions through
the Backward Reglons Grant Fund.

To provide access to justice, both civil and criminal,
to our less privileged citizens at their doorstep, my
Government has brought forward a legislation to establish
Gram Nyayalayas.

The Prime Minister's New 15 Point Programme
launched by my Government aims at ensuring that
benefits of the development programmes flow equitably
to the minorities. Certain proportion of development
projects will be located in minority concentration areas
and, wherever possible, 15 per cent of targets and outlays
under various schemes would be earmarked for the
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minorities. To improve the economic and educational
status of the minorities, several programmes have been
launched based on the recommendations of the Sachar
Committee Report. The 11th Plan provides Rs. 800 crore
for Merit-cum-Means based scholarship for professional
courses, nearly Rs. 3300 crore for post and pre-matric
scholarship programmes for minority students and
Rs. 3780 crore for the development of 90 minority
concentration districts. The proportion of priority sector
lending going to the minority communities will be stepped
up from the present 9% to 15%. These initiatives are
important pillars of the architecture of inclusive growth.

“Women hold up half the sky”, it is said.
Empowerment of women through female literacy is our
single biggest challenge in the social sector. The National
Literacy Mission will make acceleration of female literacy
its key goal. We have moved closer to complete Legal
Equality for Women in all spheres by removing
discriminatory legislation, amending existing legislation and
by enacting new legislation that gives women equal rights
of ownership of assets like houses and land. Amendments
are being considered to the Indecent Representation of
Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986, the Dowry Prohibition Act,
1961, and the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act,
1971. Laws pertaining to bonded labour, plantation labour,
factory and migrant labour will also be made gender
sensitive. Removal of age-old prejudices, particularly bias
against women in society is the biggest challenge to
achieve equality. My Government is committed to strictly
enforce laws relating to dowry, female infanticide, female
foeticide and human trafficking and to realize a gender-
neutral India.

To ensure proper enforcement of children's rights, a
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
has been set up. Govemment proposes to launch a series
of measures designed to address the serious issue of
malnutrition among a large number of our children.

Our sportspersons are increasingly making their mark
in a range of games. Preparations for the Commonwealth
Games 2010 are in full swing. My Government will also
launch the “Panchayat Yuva Khel aur Krida Abhiyan"
to promote sports and nurture talents at the block and
village levels.

Hon'ble Members, as | mentioned earlier, the
architecture of inclusive govemance is defined by my
Government's “flagship programmes”. To strengthen the
safety net provided by Government for those seeking
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employment in rural areas, it has been decided to expand
the coverage of the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act from 330 districts to cover all rural
districts of the country from April 2008.

Under this Act, 2.7 crore people were provided
employment till the middle of January 2008 during the
current financial year. Transparency has been made critical
to programme implementation through social audit and
for the first time even muster rolis are put up on the
Internet. The programme has been courting public scrutiny
to ensure that benefits flow to those for whom they are
intended. We are confident that with the active support
of State Governments, panchayati-raj institutions and civil
society collaboration, the NREGA will achieve its ambitious
goal.

The Sarva Shiksha Abhlyan for elementary
education is being strengthened with expansion of the
midday meal programme for children to the Upper Primary
level in 3479 educationally backward blocks of the country.
My Government seeks to provide universal access to
secondary education by supporting 6000 new high quality
model schools, with one school in each block in the
country to set standards of excellence that can be
emulated. Higher education will receive massive
investment in the 11th Plan with 30 new Central
Universities, 370 new colleges in educationally backward
districts, and expansion in the number of technical
institutions with 8 new Indian Institutes of Technology,
20 new Indian Institutes of Information Technology, 7 new
Indian Institutes of Management, and 2 more Indian
Institutes of Science Education and Research in addition
to the three started at Pune, Kolkata and Mohali. The
National Skill Development Mission will ensure
employability of our youth and address the skill deficit
presently felt in some sectors of our economy.

The National Rural Health Mission has been
expanding the public health infrastructure and services in
the rural areas of our country. So far 1.38 lakh sub
centres, 22,669 primary health centres, 3,947 community
health centres and 540 district hospitals have been
supported with resources under this Mission. Nearly
5 lakh ASHAs (Accredited Social Health Activists) and
Link Health Workers are now in position in our villages.
Rural sanitation coverage has improved significantly from
22% of rural households in 2001 to about 50% today
through enhanced peoples’ participation incentivised by
the Nirmal Gram Puraskar.
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Bharat Nirman has sought to connect rural India to
growth opportunities through connectivity to roads,
electricity and telephenes. From 2005 till the end of 2007,
17,000 habitations have been connected by ail weather
roads, over 44,000 villages have been connected to
electricity, 40 lakh houses have been constructed for the
rural poor, 2 lakh habitations have been provided drinking
water supply and more than. 36 lakh hectares have been
provided irrigation. During this period the target for
telephone connectivity to all villages has almost been
met, with only 14,000 villages remaining to be connected
as of December 2007. Rural tele-density has improved
dramatically.

The Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission has
been widely welcomed by States and cities covered by
it. Projects worth Rs. 25,287 crore are under
implementation in 51 cities across 26 States. Under its
Basic Services component, more than 8 lakh houses have
been sanctioned for the urban poor. The Central
Government will promote affordable Housing through the
National Housing and Habitat Policy.

Rapid modernization and development of our
infrastructure have been a priority for my Govemment.
Various measures, including the allotment of coal blocks
with the capacity to support 68,000 MW of power
generation have been taken already. Nine sites have been
identified in nine States for setting up coal-based Ultra
Mega Power Projects (UMPP) with capacity of 4000
MW each, and work has started on the Sasan and
Mundhra projects. Modern and environment friendly
technology will be used in these plants. Units 3 and 4 of
the Tarapur Atomic Power Station, india's first 540 MWe
nuclear power plant, were dedicated to the Nation in
2007, constituting a major milestone in our indigenous
nuclear power programme.

Required policy initiatives are being taken to promote
investment for the development of all sources of energy
including hydro-power, other renewable energy and nuclear
energy. National Policies on bio-fusls and renewable
energy are being finalized. The Chief Ministers’
Conference on Power Sector endorsed various initiatives
aimed at capacity addition, economic pricing and power
sector reform.

My Government has placed greét emphasis on
enhancing energy security through rapid exploration of
domestic oil and gas reserves, combined with acquisitions
abroad. Significant oil and gas reserves have been
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discovered in 15 blocks. The first commercial production
of Coal Bed Methane began recently, and the first deep
water natural gas production will also commence in this
year. Another 57 blocks are being offered through
international competitive bidding under NELP-VII. Our oll
companies are actively acquiring blocks overseas. The
Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Authority has
been made operational. The Rajiv Gandhl Institute of
Petroleum Technology has been set up to meet the
shortfall of trained technical manpower in the petroleum
sector. .

A new Coal Distribution Policy has been notified
to meet the full requirements of the defence, railway,
power and fertilizer sectors. The increase of over 20% in
the royaity on coal and lignite will benefit the producing
States. A new Mineral Policy, which will greatly expand
the investment and employment opportunities in mining,
is under finalisation.

The six-laning of 6,500 kms of existing National
Highways has been approved. Under NHDP Phase VI,
1000 kms of fully access controlled expressways will be
constructed. Government has also approved widening and
improvement of National and State highways in the North-
Eastern region to ensure better connectivity to all the
85 district headquarters in the region. The traffic handled
by the major ports has increased by over 13 per cent in
the current year. With the approval of the new Model
Concession Agreement for private sector participation in
the major ports and revised guidelines for tariff setting
for projects under the Public-Private Participation (PPP)
model, investment in this sector is expected to get a fillip
during the coming year.

My Government has achieved a major turnaround in
the financial and technical performance of the indian
Railways. To further improve rail connectivity and
infrastructure development, 22 stations located at
metropolitan centres and major tourist centres. will be
developed through the Public-Private-Partnership route.
The Mumbai-Delhi-Kolkata Dedicated Freight Corridor
will be a landmark in railway infrastructure, and will also
support massive industrialization alongside.

The civil aviation sector is witnessing an
unprecedented boom with both passenger and cargo traffic
increasing at an exponential rate. Government has given
priority to upgradation and modernization of Airport
infrastructure and to increase availability of skilled
personnel in the sector. New international airports at

PHALGUNA 6, 1929 (Sa4a)

President's Address 10

Bangalore and Hyderabad will be inaugurated this year.
Construction of new terminals at New Delhi and other
Metros is underway. Air connectivity to different parts of
the country, including North-East has been increased.

The Indian telecom sector has emerged as the
fastest growing in the world with the addition of over 7
million subscribers per month. A scheme has been
launched to provide support for setting up and managing
telecom infrastructure in rural areas to affordably and
quickly expand mobile telecom services.

My Government has identified growth of electronics
and (T hardware manufacturing as & thrust area. A special
scheme has been announced to encourage semiconductor
fabrication and other micro and nano technology
manufacturing industries. The National e-Governance
Plan, to make Government transparent and citizen-friendly,
is at an advanced stage of implementation all over the
country. Use of information technology in about 13,000
district and subordinate courts across the country has
been initiated. An Integrated National Knowledge
Network to provide gigabit broadband connectivity will
be set up to connect all institutions of higher learming
and research in the country.

The climate for industrial development in our
country continues to improve. To ensure that indian
industry generates more employment and becomes more
globally competitive, Government has tasked the National
Manufacturing Competitiveness Council to suggest
appropriate policies. The competitive position of Indian
industry, especially in sectors like steel and metallurgy,
textiles, automobiles and auto components,
pharmaceuticals and bio-technology, petrochemicals and
cement, is stronger than ever before. India’s merchandise
exports have shown a healthy annual growth at the rate
of over 25 per cent fram US $ 84 billion in 2004-05 to
US $ 126.4 billion in 2006-07. A stable policy framework
and continuous effort by the Government to reduce trade
barriers and transaction costs have created a favourable
environment for international trade.

My Government has placed great emphasis on
ensuring a tumaround in the performance of our Public
Sector Undertakings. Revival packages have been
approved for more than 25 sick and loss making
companies. The Net Profit of Central PSUs has shown a
heatthy growth of over 17% last year. Profitability of public
sector steel companies has gone up substantially from
Rs. 5,373 crore in 2003-04 to Rs. 15,567 crore in
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2006-07, energizing companies like Steel Authority of India
Limited to go in for major expansion plans.

The Special Economic Zones promoted by
Government have already provided direct employment to
about 100,000 persons, with indirect employment
estimated at twice as much. They have attracted
mvestment of over Rs. 50,000 crores, and are expected
to generate exports of Rs. 67,000 crores this year.

My Government is committed to the promotion of
our Textlle Industry. A technology mission on textiles
will be implemented during the lith Five Year Plan. Four
Centres of excellence will be set up in key segments like
Meditech, Geotech, Agritech and Buildtech. The
Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme has been
extended for the 11th Plan.

My Government has taken various measures to
promote Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. This
sector is vital to employment generation, entrepreneurship
development and balanced regional development, and
Government will continue to provide financial,
infrastructural and marketing support to it.

Government has placed great emphasis on science
and technology development, substantially increasing
financial support to S&T in the 11th Plan. A Nano
Technology Mission has been launched.

The Indian space programme continued its march
towards achieving self-reliance in space technology. The
indigenously developed cryogenic upper stage of the
GSLV was successfully tested on November 15, 2007.
The INSAT-4CR, using our own Geo-synchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle and INSAT-4B were both launched in
2007. Our space programme has enabled us to extend
tele-medicine, tele-education, tele-communications and
other services both at home and abroad. A new Indian
Institute of Space Technology has been established to
build upon these successes. India's first unmanned Lunar
Mission ‘Chandrayan-l is scheduled for launch later this
year.

My Government acted with urgency on the issue of
climate change and set up a Prime Minister's Council
on Climate Change to plan and implement appropriate
strategies for mitigating and adapting to climate change.
A comprehensive National Action Plan on Climate
Change is under preparation. India is willing to ensure
that its per capita emissions shall at no time exceed the
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average per capita emissions of developed countries. At
the Ball Conference on Climate Change, (ndia
constructively engaged with the international community
to launch a comprehensive process on long-term
cooperative action to deal with this issue in accordance
with the provisions and principles of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change. The River Conservation
Programme will be revamped to focus on cleaning of
major rivers. An Earth Science Organisation Council
has been created to guide policies of the newly created
Ministry of Earth Sciences. A state of the art Tsunami
Warning System has been commissioned.

On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the First
War of Indian Independence, the Red Fort was added to
UNESCO's list of World Heritage Sites. | am happy to
note that the sacred “Rigveda” was included in the
“Memory of the World" Register last year.

Government has focused on strengthening All India
Radio and Doordarshan services in J&K and the North-
East. The Urdu Channel c¢f Doordarshan has
commenced 24x7 services. Frequency Modulated Radio
Channels have seen a huge expansion with 152 channeis
already operating and expected to grow to 266 soon.
Community radio has been given a major boost through
a new policy. The Indian Entertainment and Media industry
including sectors like Print, Television, Radio, Film and
Entertainment, is witnessing huge growth, contributing to
large employment generation.

Tourism has high potential for generating both income
and employment across the country. The “Incredibie
India” campaign has given a thrust to tourism in Iindia,
with foreign tourist arrivals touching 5 million for the first
time. Foreign exchange earnings from tourism have
touched US$ 12 billion in 2007.

The overall internal security situation remains under
control. My Government is fully alive to the threat of
terrorism and Left-wing extremism. The entire nation stood
as one in condemning inhuman acts of terrorism in
Jammu & Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and
Assam. Government has been resolute in trying to stamp
out Left-wing extremism. The Conference of Chief
Ministers on Internal Security underscored the
importance of Centre and the States working together to
fight the menace of extremism and terrorism. Government
is helping States atfected by Left-wing extremism both
on the internal security and the development and social
empowerment fronts. Modernization of the police and
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security forces and of intelligence gathering systems is
receiving high attention of Government.

In the tace of extreme acts of violence against
innocent people, including those near religious places,
the people of india have stood as one in rejecting the
pblitics of hatred. Their refusal to be provoked
demonstrates once again the innate humanism of our
people and their commitment to the unity and integrity of
our nation, to our constitutional values of pluralism and
secularism. It is largely due to this that an environment
ot communal harmony and amity prevails across the
nation. My Government will remain ever vigilant against
the machinations of any anti-social and anti-national
groups seeking to disrupt law and order, communal
harmony and the unity and integrity of our Republic.

My government, working with the State Governments,
is pursuing a muiti-pronged strategy to ensure peace,
normaicy and development in Jammu & Kashmir. The
Prime Minister's Reconstruction Plan is being
implemented vigorously with focus on improving
connectivity and infrastructure, including power, and
generating employment. As part of this Plan a Housing
Project for Kashmiri Migrants is under implementation
in the State.

You are aware that my Government had held a series
of Round Table Conferences with all segments of
population in Jammu & Kashmir. These deliberations
reflect a wide-ranging civic and political consensus on
political and developmental issues. Government is working
on a holistic approach aimed at confidence building

amongst all sections of society, easier travel across the

Line of Control, better governance and closer attention to
the aspirations of the people of Jammu & Kashmir.

Improving connectivity, expanding infrastructure and
generating employment have been the focus of my
Government's initiatives in the North Eastern Region.
The North Eastern Council has been collaborating with
the Airports Authority of India to upgrade 18 airports in
the North Eastern Region. Greenfield Airports will be built
in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The North Eastemn
Council has taken the initiative to establish a dedicated
airline for the region. Special Accelerated Roads
Development Programme in North East (SARDP-NE),
with a funding of Rs. 43,000 crore, has been formulated
to construct, improve and widen roads in the region. A
Trans-Arunachal Pradesh Highway will be constructed
across the length of the State. A comprehensive plan for
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improving availability of power in the region is in the
making. Broadband and wireless connectivity is being
further enhanced to improve communications networks.
New initiatives in education include setting up of new
Universities and other institutions of national importance.
Industrial development is being promoted through the
North East industrial and Investment Promotion Policy.
Work on the Assam Gas Cracker Project, which will
further contribute to the industrial development of the
region, has started.

Government attaches great importance to the
achievements of the People of Indian Origin in different
parts of the world, and their contributions to the Nation.
in recognition of their contributions, several initiatives have
been taken up. The first People of Indian Origin
University is on the anvil. To tap the resources of the
Indian diaspora it has been decided to establish the Prime
Minister's Giobal Advisory Council of People of Indian
Origin. To facilitate potential migrant workers and help
those overseas workers who are in distress, an
“Overseas Workers Resource Centre” and the “Council
for Promotion of Overseas Employment” are being set

up.

My Government has taken several steps to promote
the modernization and welfare of our armed forces and
ensure defence preparedness of the country. Our armed
forces safeguard our frontiers, help in maintaining peace
and security in insurgency affected areas and provide
valuable aid to the civil authority in disaster management
and in providing required relief and rehabilitation. The
Armed Forces Tribunal Act, 2007, would provide a
meaningful opportunity to service personnel for judicial
review of Court Martial decisions and grievances relating
to service matters. The successful launch of Agni-ill
Missile and the induction of BrahMos Missile System
into our armed forces constitute major milestones in the
upgradation of our defence technology.

The foreign policy of my Government seeks to
promote an environment of peace and stability in our
region and in the world to facilitate accelerated socio-
economic development and safeguard our national
security. Govemment has made vigorous efforts to develop
friendly and cooperative relations with all our neighbours
and to strengthen engagement with major powers. Since
the 14th SAARC summit in New Delhi in Apnil 2007,
India has made every effort to strengthen SAARC, moving
it from a declaratory to an implementation phase. Progress
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has been registered towards the establishment of the
SAARC Development Fund, the South Asia University
and the SAARC Food Bank.

Our goal remains a peaceful, stable and
prosperous neighbourhood. India is committed to
extending full support to Nepal's development during its
political transition. india also stands ready to assist the
Nepalese people’'s choices in the transition to a
democratic, stable and prosperous State. As a close and
triendly neighbour, India would prefer to see a peaceful,
stable and liberal democratic Bangladesh. It is our hope
that the people of Bangladesh will be able to exercise
their will through free and fair elections for restoration of
full democracy. There has been an unfortunate increase
in violence in Sri Lanka. We are clear that there can be
no military solution to the ethnic issue. It is necessary to
find a negotiated political settlement within the framework
of a united Sri Lanka that is acceptable to all sections of
society. We will continue to help Afghanistan in whatever
manner we can in its reconstruction and in building a
pluralistic and prosperous society. We are committed to
peace, friendship and good neighbourly relations with
Pakistan. A stable and prosperous Pakistan, at peace
with itself, is in the interests of our entire region. When
conditions permit we will resume our dialogue process
with Pakistan, aimed at building mutual confidence and
resolving outstanding issues, premised on an atmosphere
free from terror and violence. We hope that Myanmar's
on-going national reconciliation and political reform process
and the recognition of the need to expedite the process
will make it more inclusive so as to ensure peaceful and
stable democratization.

India attaches high importance to its bilateral relations
with the People’'s Republic of China, with which we have
a Strategic and Cooperative Partnership for Peace and
Prosperity. This partnership has been further enhanced
and given a global dimension with the signing of a Shared
Vision for the 21st Century during the visit of the Prime
Minister to China last month. Peace and tranquility have
been maintained on our boirder with China and both
countries are determined that this should continue.

My Govermnment has made rapid improvements in
our relationships with the major powers of the world. Our
relations with the United States of America have improved
in the past few years, and now span a wide spectrum
including high technology, space, agriculture, education
and trade and other linkages. It is our hope that civil
nuclear cooperation with the USA and other friendly
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countries will become possible. Government has been
working to further develop the time-tested friendship with
Russia. The visit of Prime Minister to Moscow in
November 2007 contributed to further strengthening our
strategic partnership with Russia. We attach importance
to our relations with the member states of the EU
individually as well as collectively. The 8th India-EU
Summit was held in New Delhi in November 2007. Most
recently Prime Minister of UK visited India and the
President of France was the Chief Guest at our Republic
Day.

Government has achieved significant progress in the
implementation of its “Look East Policy” through
participation in the ASEAN-India and the East Asia
Summits in Singapore in November 2007. India continues
to work with Japan to strengthen its partnership. India’s
increasing engagement with countries of Africa and Latin
America received further impetus with the visit of the
Prime Minister to Nigeria in October 2007 and the visits
of the Presidents of Brazil and Mexico to India in 2007.
Prime Minister led the Indian delegation to the 2nd IBSA
Summit held in Pretoria in October 2007. India will host
the first India-Africa Forum Summit in April this year.

We have considerably enhanced our interactions with
countries of the Gulf region that is home to over
4.5 million Indians and is an important economic partner
and a major source for our uil and gas imports. The
countries of West Asia have age-old links with India
culturally and economically and are pant of our extended
neighbourhood. Developments in this vital region impact
directly on our interests and security. India is keen on
cooperating with these countries to promote peace and
stability in the region. Government has been closely
following events in iraq and hopes that peace and stability
would soon retum in Iraq. Government has also supported
a rejuvenated Israeli-Palestinian dialogue and looks
forward to a peaceful resolution of issues leading to an
independent state of Palestine living side by side at peace
with its neighbours. Sadly, recent events in Gaza and
the West Bank have caused deplorable misery and
hardship to the people of Palestine. India will extend
additional assistance to thé Palestinian people and stands
ready to help the peace process to move forward.

India has also been engaged with Central Asian
countries in our extended neighbourhood to widen
cooperation with them. {\ﬁ an Observer State, India
participated in the Hedds of State and Heads of
Government meetings of Shanghai Cooperation
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Organisation in August and November 2007 respectively.
The india-Russia-China trilateral Foreign Ministers dialogue
aiso continues to be productive.

India remains committed to universal, non-
discriminatory and comprehensive nuclear disarmament
as reflected in the Action Plan presented by the late
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhl and has called for renewed
efforts for general and complete disarmament, particularty
nuciear disarmament.

To commemorate Mahatma Gandhi's birthday every
year as the International Day of Non-Violence, India
piloted a resolution in the UN General Assembly which
was adopted by consensus. The First international Day
of Non-violence was observed at the UN on 2nd October
2007.

Government has played a constructive role in the
Doha Development Round of WTO trade negotiations
and carried forward negotiations for establishing trade and
economic partnership agreements with important trading
partners and regional groupings to create a better extemal
economic environment for our growth. The negotiations
on the Indla-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement are
scheduled to be completed soon. India worked with the
international community to address key global challenges
such as terrorism, energy security, sustainable
development and reform of the United Nations.

Hon'’ble Members, India is on the move. There is an
air of optimism among our youth and of expectation
among the less-privileged sections of society. The
challenge before us is to sustain the development process
in the face of external and internal threats. The people
of India have the potential to fuel the engine of global
growth. My Government has been able to sustain
historically high rates of growth through prudent and sound
economic management. This has contributed to the
stability of the growth process, and to predictability and
transparency in policy. This is reflected in the rising
investment rate and in the buoyancy of tax revenues for
both Central and State governments. Your leadership can
unleash the full potential of our people and ensure the
stability and sustainability of our growth process. |
sincerely hope, therefore, that the proceedings of
Parliament this year will be purposeful, peaceful and
productive.

Today, more than ever before, the world watches
this great hall of democracy with hope and expectation.
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Our ability to liberate millions of our people from poverty,
ignorance and disease within the framework of an open
society and an open economy has always had global
significance. At a time when the democratic way of life
has come under renewed pressure from the forces of
intolerance, India’s success as a plural, secular and
inclusive democracy gives renswed hope to milllons who
are concerned about the rise of chauvinism, extremism
and the ideologies of exclusion and hatred.

Hon’ble Members, each one of you must remember
that as elected representatives of the people what you
do gives new hope not just to your own voters, but to
all our people, and to all peace and freedom loving people
in our region and around the world. Therefore, what you
say and do in these hallowed portals of democracy will
have a bearing not just on the destiny of our people but
also on the future of democracy and free societies around
the world. With these thoughts, | once again wish you
well. Jai Hind.

12.28 hrs.
OBITUARY REFERENCES

[English]

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, | have to inform the
House of the sad demise of Shri Prakash Paranjpe, a
sitting Member of this House and six of our former
colleagues, Shri Alkha Ram, Shri Trilok Chand, Dr. Pratap
Chandra Chunder, Shri P. Ganga Reddy, Shri Mohammad
Mahfqoz Ali Khan and Shri Manphool Singh Chaudhary,
the renowned social reformer Shri Murlidhar Devidas Amte
popularly known as Baba Amte and Sir Edmund Hillary
the renowned mountaineer.

Shri Prakash Paranjpe was a sitting Member of the
Lok Sabha representing the Thane Parliamentary
Constituency of Maharashtra. Earlier he was a Member
of the Eleventh, Twelfth and Thirteenth Lok Sabhas from
19968 to 2004 representing the same constituency.

Shri Paranjpe was a Member of the Committee on
Industry and House Committes. Earlier he was a Member
of the Committee on Commerce; Committee on Papers
Laid on the Table and Consultatve Committee of the
Ministry of Surface Transport during the Eleventh Lok
Sabha. He was Member of the Rules Committee;
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Committee on Science and Technology, Environment and
Forests and its Subcommittee on Ganga Action Plan and
Consultative Committee, Ministry of Environment and
Forests during the Twelfth Lok Sabha. He was a Member
of the Committee on Finance, Public Accounts Committee
and Consuitative Committee, Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas during the Thirteenth {,ok Sabha. He evinced
special interest in budgeting of institutions.

An active political and social worker, Shri Paranjpe
served as Municipal Councillor, and Corporator in
Municipal Corporation, Thane, from 1874 to 1980 and
1986 to 1996 respectively. He was the Leader of the
Municipal Corporation during 1880 and its Leader of
Opposition during 1882,

Shri Paranjpe was associated with Marathi Theatre
and acted in various Marathi plays. He organized the
Sangeet Mahotsava and was closely associated with
various social and cultural activities.

A sports enthusiast, Shri Paranjpe was the President,
District Badminton Association, Thane and Vice-President,
Maharashtra Badminton Association.

Shri Prakash Paranjpe passed away on 20th
February, 2008 at Thane at the age of 61 after e
prolonged iliness.

Shri Alkha Ram was a Member of the Eighth Lok
Sabha from 1984 to 1989, representing Salumbar
Parliamentary Constituency of Rajasthan.

Earlier, Shri Alkha Ram was a Member of the
Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha from 1972 to 1977 and 1980 to
1984, '

During the Eighth Lok Sabha, Shri Alkha Ram was
a Member of Committee on Petitions from 1987 to 1989.

An Agriculturist by profession, Shri Alkha Ram worked
for the uplit of poor and marginalized sections of the
society and was actively involved in the cooperative
movement. He also served as Sarpanch of the Panchayat
Samiti Kotra Society in 1965 and later as its Secretary.

Shri Alkha Ram passed away on 5th December, 2007
at Udaipur at the age of 67.

Shri Trilok Chand was a Member of the Seventh
Lok Sabha from 1980 to 1984, representing the Khurja
Parliamentary Constituency of Uttar Pradesh.
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Earlier, Shri Trilok Chand was a Member of the Uttar
Pradesh Vidhan Sabha from 1969 to 1974, 1877 to 1980
and 1985 to 1989. Shri Trilok Chand aiso served as the
Minister of Information from 1870 to 1871 and as the
Minister of Public Works in the Government of Uttar
Pradesh from 1879 to 1980. Shri Trilok Chand aiso
adomed the Office of the Deputy Speaker of the Uttar
Pradesh Vidhan Sabha from 1986 to 1888.

Shri Trilok Chand was a Member of the House
Committee and the Rules Committee during the Seventh
Lok Sabha.

A committed social and political worker, Shri Trilok
Chand strove for the welfare of the poor, downtrodden
and the deprived sections of the society.

Shri Trilok Chand passed away on 27th December,
2007 at New Delhi at the age of 72 after a prolonged
iliness.

Dr. Pratap Chandra Chunder was a Member of the
Sixth Lok Sabha from 1977 to 1979, representing Kolkata
North-East Parliamentary Constituency of West Bengal.

Earlier, Dr. Chunder was a Member of the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly from 1962 to 1967 and from
19G7 to 1968. He was the Minister of Finance, Judicial
and Legislative Departments of the Government of West
Bengal during 1968. During Sixth Lok Sabha, he served
as Union Cabinet Minister of Education, Social Welfare
and Culture from 1977 to 1979

An advocate by profession, Dr. Chunder was an
eminent educationist. He served as lecturer at Caicutta,
Burdwan and Jadavpur Universities. He was Member,
Senate of University of Calcutta from 1961 to 1967 and
Member of the Executive Council of Rabindra Bharati
University from 1962 to 1968.

A widely travelled person, he was bestowed with the
Honorary Citizenship of New Orleans.

A man of letters, Dr. Chunder authored several
novels, essays, short stories in English and Bengali.

In his demise the country has lost an eminent
educationist and an able administrator.

Dr. Pratap Chandra Chunder passed away on 1st
January, 2008 at Kolkata, at the age of 89.
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Shri P. Ganga Reddy was a Member of the Fourth
and Fifth Lok Sabhas from 1967 to 1977, representing
the Adilabad Parliamentary Constituency of Andhra
Pradesh.

Shri Reddy was also a Member of the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Assembly from 1978 to 1883. During
this period Shri Reddy served as the Minister for
Agriculture and Civil Supplies in the Government of
Andhra Pradesh.

During the Fifth Lok Sabha, Shri Reddy was a
Member of the Committee on Estimates from 1873 to
1975. He was aiso a Member of the Joint Select
Committee on Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy Bill and
of the Consuitative Committee of the Ministries of
irrigation, Power and Heaith.

A committed social and political worker, Shri Reddy
was the President of the Panchayat Samiti, Nirmal in
1964 and the Chajrman of the Zilla Parishad, Adilabad
from 1964 to 1987. He strove for the welfare of the
poor, downtrodden and the deprived sections of the
society and worked for the amelioration of the people of
the rural society.

Shri P. Ganga Reddy passed away on 3rd January,
2008 at Hyderabad at the age of 75.

Shri Mohammad Mahfooz Ali Khan was a Member
of the Lighth Lok Sabha from 1984 to 1989, representing
the Etah Parliamentary Constituency of Uttar Pradesh.

Shri Khan was a Member of the Committee on
Papers Laid on the Table from 1986 to 1987 and also
served as the Member of the Uttar Pradesh Vidhan
Parishad from 1994 to 2000.

An agriculturalist by profession, Shri Khan played a
significant role in developmental activities of his
constituency. He was the Chairman of the Town Area
Committee, Aliganj from 1964 to 1971 and was the
President, Nagar Palika, Aliganj from 1971 to 1977.

Shri Khan took special interest in the cooperative
movement and served as the Director of the Kisan Sehkari
Chini Mills, Kaimganj, Farrukhabad.

Shri Mohammad Mahfooz Ali Khan passed away after
a brief illness on 4th January, 2008 at Agra, Uttar Pradesh
at the age of 76,
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Shri Manphool Singh Chaudhary was a member of
the Seventh and Eighth Lok Sabhas from 1980 to 1988
and of the Tenth Lok Sabha from 1991 to 1986,
representing the Bikaner Parliamentary Constituency of
Rajasthan. Earlier, Shri Chaudhary was a member of the
Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha from 1952 to 1957 and 1962 to
1972. Shri Chaudhary also served as a Minister of State
in the Govemment of Rajasthan from 1865 to 1972.

An able parliamentarian, Shri Manphool Singh
Chaudhary was a member of the Committee on Absence
of Members from the Sittings of thé House during the
Eighth Lok Sabha. During the Tenth Lok Sabha Shri
Chaudhary was a member of the Committes on
Govemment Assurances and the Committee on Transport
and Tourism.

A committed soclal and political worker Shri Manphool
Singh Chaudhary served as the Pradhan, Panchayat
Samiti, Suratgarh; Pramukh, Zila Parishad, Ganganagar
and the Convenor of the Zila Bharat Sevak Samaj,
Ganganagar from 1956 to 1960 and of the Zila Khet
Mazdoor Sangh, Ganganagar from 1977 to 1980.
Shri Chaudhary was also the Executive Member,
Agriculture College and Gramothan Vidyapesth Committee,
Sangaria. He was instrumental in the establishment of
over 100 primary schools in Districts Ganganagar and
Bikaner under the ‘Maroo Bhumi Seva Karya' scheme.

Shri Manphool Singh Chaudhary passed away on
9th January, 2008 at Jaipur at the age of 80.

Hon. Members, as you are aware, renowned social
reformer Murlidhar Devidas Amte popularly known as Baba
Amte passed away on 8th February, 2008 at Chandrapur
at the age of 94 after a prolonged iliness. A Gandhian
to the core he was among the most inspirational social
activist of our times. He established ‘Anandvan’ commune
for treatment and rehabilitation of leprosy patients in
Warora in Chandrapur District of Maharashtra. He spent
a major part of his life in serving them.

Baba Amte was a freedom fighter who dedicated his
life to uphold the Gandhian philosophy. His selfless service
was acknowledged the world over. He was honoured with
Gandhi Peace Prize in 1999. He was also honoured with
Damien-Dutton Award, Magsaysay Award, Templeton Prize
and Right Livelihood Award. He was also nominated for
Nobel Peace Prize. Baba Amte was recipient of Padma
Shri and Padma Vibhushan awards. The University of
Nagpur and University of Poona also conferred upon him
honorary doctorates.
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The void created by his demise would be difficult to
fill. The values of love, compassion and social service
imbibed by him in a generation of social activists would
serve as a beacon light for the future generations.

Sir Edmund Hillary who, along with Tenzing Norgay,
was the first climber to scale the world's highest peak,
Mount Everest, passed away on the 11th January, 2008.
The House would like to place on record its deep sorrow
at the sad demise of the great mountaineer and friend of
india. Sir Edmund is a household name in India respected
for his mountaineering achievements, contributions to the
welfare of the people of Himalayas and conservation in
the Himalayas. His many friends and admirers in india
recall with fondness his stint as High Commissioner of
New Zealand in India from 1985 to 1989.
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We deeply moumn the loss of these friends and | am
sure the House would join me In conveying our
condolences to the bereaved families.

The House may now stand in silence for a short
while as a mark of respect to the memory of the departed.

12.38Y, hrs.

The Members then stood in sience
for a short white.

12.39 hre.

MR. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned to meet
tomorrow at 11 a.m.

The Lok Sabha then adfoumed Uil Eleven of the
Clock on Tuesday, February 26, 2008/
Phalguna 7, 1929 (Saka).
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