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PREFACE

The Office of the Speaker holds a position of eminence in our
parliamentary system as the fulcrum around which the business of
the Central Legislature revolves. The Speaker, who is chosen by
the Lok Sabha from among its members, is the custodian of the
rights and privileges of its members, indeed, of the House of the
People. Smt. Sumitra Mahajan was elected unanimously as Speaker
of 16™ Lok Sabha on 6% June, 2014, soon after its constitution.

Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, one of the seniormost members of the
Lok Sabha, earned the unique distinction of representing Indore
Parliamentary constituency in the Lok Sabha for eight consecutive
terms since 1989. The faith that the citizens of her constituency
have reposed in her leadership for such a long period of time bears
eloquent testimony to her political sagacity and strong spirit of public
service.

As a long-standing parliamentarian, she has contributed
significantly to discussions in the Lok Sabha on issues that have a
bearing on the lives of common people. She has been a tenacious
votary of the cause of greater empowerment of women. She has
also served as Union Minister from 1999 to 2004 in the Council of
Ministers of Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Having served
the Parliament of India for three decades in different capacities, she
has earned wide respect across the political spectrum not
only for her affable and amiable demeanour, but also for her strong
faith in Parliamentary values and traditions. As Speaker of the
16" Lok Sabha, she is credited with upholding and maintaining the
dignity of Parliament, as also for initiatives to facilitate free and fair
participation of Members of Parliament in the business of the
Lok Sabha.



The Speaker represents the voice of Indian Parliament in the
comity of world legislative bodies, and as such, is expected to engage
actively in inter-parliamentary fora, both bilateral and multi-lateral.
In her position as President of the Indian Parliamentary Group (IPG),
Speaker Mahajan received many foreign parliamentary dignitaries and
led a number of Indian Parliamentary Delegations to friendly
Parliaments and multi-lateral fora, such as, the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU), the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA),
Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the Commonwealth
Parliaments, the Conference of Association of SAARC Speakers and
Parliaments, etc. Within India, Smt. Mahajan will be remembered for
her active interest in deepening the roots of participatory democracy
through promotion of bodies such as the All India Conference of
Presiding Officers of legislative bodies in India (AIPOC). AIPOC, which
is chaired by the Speaker, Lok Sabha, has, over a time span of about
a hundred years, emerged as an important forum for Presiding Officers
of the country to consider and deliberate upon issues of common
concern for Central and State legislative bodies.

This Publication of the Lok Sabha Secretariat is an attempt at
highlighting views and outlook of Speaker Sumitra Mahajan on issues
concerning society and polity through selected speeches. These
speeches have been carefully curated to span topics ranging from
parliamentary and constitutional matters, to the socio-political,
ethical and cultural, as also external relations, sustainable
development, women’s empowerment, etc.

Part-I of the Publication provides a brief profile of Smt. Sumitra
Mahajan. Part-ll contains her selected speeches in and outside
Parliament as Speaker of the 16" Lok Sabha. The speeches in this
Volume have been reproduced in the language they were originally
delivered in, with minor editing. The speeches have been grouped
together as per their content, under subject heads for the
convenience of readers.

(if)



We hope that this Volume will be found useful by Members of
Parliament, scholars, media persons, researchers and all readers
interested in the evolution of parliamentary democracy in our

country.
New DeLHI; UTPAL KUMAR SINGH
December, 2023 Secretary General

Lok Sabha
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PART—I
SMT. SUMITRA MAHAJAN — A PROFILE







SMT. SUMITRA MAHAJAN
Hon'ble Speaker, Lok Sabha






SUMITRA MAHAJAN:
A MULTI-FACETED PERSONALITY

Sumitra Mahajan who rose to become Speaker of Lok Sabha has
a very distinguished innings in the national and political life of the
country. She was born to Usha and Purushotam Neelkanth Sathe in
Chiplun, Ratnagiri District of Maharashtra on 12 April, 1943. Both
her parents inculcated in her values of nationalism and service to
the society and the nation. From her school days she used to
regularly visit library to quench her thirst for knowledge. Her reading
habit exposed her to ideas and ideals of notable historical
personalities and leaders like Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar, Rani Laxmi Bai,
and Jijabai, the mother of Chhatrapati Shivaji. Leadership qualities
of Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar deeply inspired her. Rani Laxmi Bai deeply
imprinted the fervour and value of nationalism in her. Sumitra
Mahajan is a law graduate and holds a post-graduate degree in
Psychology. She got married to Jayant Mahajan on 29 January, 1965.
She has two sons.

She started her career as a lawyer. But public and social service
was always dear to her heart and these yearnings motivated her to
enter politics. RSS Sarsanghchaalak Dr. K.B. Hedgewar had a great
appeal and influence on her. She joined the Rashtriya Sevika Samiti,
the women wing of RSS, and remained active in furthering the
goals of Samiti for a considerable period in her public career. In
1982, she was elected as Corporator in the Municipal Corporation
of Indore. Later in 1984 she also became the Deputy Mayor of the
Municipal Corporation of Indore.

Her career as a legislator started in 1989, when for the first
time she was elected to the 9th Lok Sabha from Indore
(Madhya Pradesh) as a Bharatiya Janata Party candidate. Ever since
then, she has been representing the same constituency for eight



consecutive terms in the Lok Sabha from the same party i.e.
Bharatiya Janata Party. As a senior, seasoned and distinguished
member of Lok Sabha, she is well-versed with the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business of the House. Besides, she has the
purposeful and fruitful experience of various Parliamentary Standing
Committees either as Chairperson or member of the Committees.
She served the nation as Union Minister of State in the Ministry of
Human Resource Development from 13 October, 1999 to 1 July,
2002; in the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology
from 1 July, 2002 to 24 May, 2003; and in the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas from 24 May, 2003 to 22 May, 2004. She was also in
the Panel of Chairpersons of the House during 15th Lok Sabha.

Smt. Sumitra Mahajan was elected unanimously as the Speaker
of the 16th Lok Sabha on 6 June, 2014 after the General Elections
to Lok Sabha held during April-May, 2014.

Felicitations from different quarters came following her election
as Speaker, Lok Sabha. Accepting the felicitations, Speaker,
Smt. Mahajan with great humility, expressed her sincere
gratitude for the great honour conferred on her. As the Speaker of
16th Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan not only upheld the principles
and values of parliamentary traditions in an objective and
non-partisan manner, but also enhanced the positive and prestige
of this high Office.

During her tenure, as the Speaker of 16th Lok Sabha,
Smt. Mahajan took a number of initiatives to further streamline
and strengthen parliamentary practice and procedure. An
in-depth examination of Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in Lok Sabha was undertaken, so that the Rules reflect the actual
practice.

One seminal contribution of her during the tenure of Speaker
Lok Sabha was the creation of Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI),
an interactive forum which provides an interface between Members
of Parliament and domain experts. In present days, Legislatures all



over the world have been assuming added responsibilities in response
to the growing hopes and aspirations of the people. Their role and
functions have increased manifold commensurate with the
unprecedented growth in the range, magnitude and complexity of
issues and corresponding governmental activities. Passing of
legislation, review of working of the Executive, constructive
criticism of the policies, programmes and actions of the Government
as well as ventilation of public grievances could be effectively and
constructively ensured only when Members have a thorough and
comprehensive understanding of the relevant issues and their
implications. Parliamentarians can actively engage in the
development, implementation of laws, policies and practices that
promote good governance when they have a thorough and
comprehensive understanding of the issues. SRI seeks to assist
members of Parliament for a more effective role in law-making,
parliamentary debates, oversight of governance and to respond to
the ever increasing, complex issues of national and international
importance.

Greater digitization of Lok Sabha Secretariat was yet another
significant contribution of Smt. Mahajan. An important initiative of
Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan was establishment of
e-Parliament and paperless Secretariat. An e-portal for the benefit
of Members was also launched by her on 17 July, 2016'. The portal
offers several online services including submission of notices,
submission of questions and various notices on the different Rules
for use of members. Through the e-portal, Members of Parliament
can interact with the various Branches of the Secretariat online.
Schedules, minutes of the Committee Meetings and Agenda papers
of the Committees and the advance copies of the Bills, their
Amendments and Private Members Bills are made available on the
Portal for the use of the Members. Members can also send bulk
mails and SMSs to other Members.
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She also took initiative to organise a number of International
and National Conferences on important issues including
women’s cause and their development. She took the laudable
initiative of organizing the first ever National Conference on ‘Women
Legislators: Building Resurgent India’, in New Delhi on 5 and
6 March, 2016. The Conference, the first of its kind, was attended
by women members from the Lok Sabha, the Rajya Sabha, the
Vidhan Sabhas and Vidhan Parishads of our country.

It was at the thoughtful initiative of Speaker, Smt. Sumitra
Mahajan that a first ever meeting of BRICS Women Parliamentarians’
Forum was held in Jaipur, Rajasthan on 20 and 21 August, 2016. The
Forum provided a common platform where women parliamentarians
from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa could meet and
exchange ideas and experiences on contemporary issues and
challenges from gender perspective in relation to Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

On the initiative of Hon’ble Speaker, a “South Asian Speakers’
Summit on Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”
was held in Indore, Madhya Pradesh (India) from 18 to 20 February,
2017. Speakers from Parliament of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka participated in the Summit.
The Summit was organized jointly by the Parliament of India and
the Inter-Parliamentary Union. The event was successfully organized
and the Summit drew wide acclaim. At the end of the two-day
Summit, a declaration i.e. ‘Indore Declaration’ was adopted.

The organizing of National Legislators Conference from 10 to
11 March, 2018, under the auspices of Indian Parliamentary Group
was yet another significant initiative of the Hon’ble Speaker. The
theme of the Conference was “We for Development” and the focus
point was “Aspirational Districts of India”. The objective of the
Conference was to bring together MPs, MLAs and MLCs on one
platform to discuss issues of development and their importance to
the country.



Smt. Mahajan also gave a thrust to parliamentary diplomacy
during her tenure as the Speaker of 16th Lok Sabha. She actively
participated in the Statutory Assemblies of IPU and other Global
Conferences. Besides the seven IPU Assemblies, the Hon’ble Speaker
also led Indian Parliamentary Delegations and participated in the
various Conferences/Meetings. During the above visits, she very
astutely put forward India’s stand on a range of issues of topical
importance viz., gender inequality, strengthening of democracy,
women and youth empowerment, Sustainable Development Goals,
promotion of inter-ethnic and inter-faith dialogue, etc. before the
august gathering of Presiding Officers/parliamentarians.

Hon’ble Speaker Chaired a meeting of the Speakers and Presiding
Officers of Parliaments of BRICS Parliamentary Forum, on the sidelines
of 135th IPU Assembly held in Geneva in October 2016. During the
visit of Indian Parliamentary Delegation led by the Hon’ble Speaker,
to the Republic of Korea (Seoul), during Sept.-Oct. 2016, Hankuk
University of Foreign Affairs (Seoul) conferred Honorary Doctorate
on Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha.

Sumitra Mahajan will be remembered in the history of India’s
Parliamentary Polity as an eminent Parliamentarian, a distinguished
Speaker of Lok Sabha and for her amiable and affable nature which
have endeared her to one and all. In her own humble way, she has
significantly contributed in strengthening the robust parliamentary
polity in the country.
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PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY







PARLIAMENT—THE HIGHEST FORUM FOR
UPHOLDING PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY*

| am grateful to all of you for my unanimous and unopposed
election to the Office of the Speaker of 16th Lok Sabha of
our great country. This moment is not only a moment of great
honour for me, but also full of challenges. The challenges of
discharging enormous responsibility entrusted to me by the House
lay ahead. | am well aware that the kind words spoken about me
by various Members in the House are also an expression of the
expectations they are going to have in future. On the basis of
experience of past twenty five years in this House, | will try my
best to live up to these expectations and | assure you that | will
not disappoint you. | am sure that all of you will extend your
cooperation in ensuring smooth functioning of the House.

Hon’ble Members, | heartily congratulate all of you on being
elected to the 16th Lok Sabha. The electorate of our country has
given us a great opportunity and entrusted a solemn responsibility
to fulfil the hopes and aspirations of a hundred crore plus people.
Nothing less than our full and conscientious dedication to that
responsibility can suffice to uphold the faith the people of country
have reposed in us. Now a new opportunity awaits us and especially
the leaders of political parties to usher in a new era of peace,
progress and prosperity. We have got a clear mandate for good
governance and development in this election. We should honour it
and it is our duty to take our country forward on the path of
progress and development. The General elections held recently is
a momentous event in the history of our country wherein 66.48
per cent, i.e. more than 82 crore electors voted to choose their

* On the floor of the House after assuming office of the Speaker of Lok Sabha
(6 June, 2014).
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representatives which is a record. All of you are aware that the
Legislative business is our most important work. Meaningful
discussion on the Acts to be passed for the welfare of the people
is our most important work. We can make effective laws for the
welfare of the people only through detailed and comprehensive
discussions. | request all the Hon’ble Members to make their
contribution in the Legislative business through meaningful
discussion in the House. Various Committees of the House also play
an important role in the Parliament procedure. Thorough discussion
in the Committees on matters coming before the House help save
the valuable time of the House. | request the Hon’ble Members to
serve well the Committees to which they are nominated and help
streamline the Legislative business. Our Parliament was once a forum
of intelligent and cultured debates led by eloquent orators and
stalwarts in the past. While we adhere to that glorious tradition,
on many occasions, we also deviate from it. That glorious tradition
of healthy debate should be our benchmark so that the credibility
of this august democratic institution may become stronger. As
| embark on my new responsibility to run this House as the Presiding
Officer, | earnestly seek the cooperation of all the leaders of political
parties and individual members in ensuring the orderly conduct of
the House. | also request the members to properly and effectively
use the various parliamentary devices at their disposal in order to
make this House the epitome of democracy.

Hon’ble Members,

The Parliament epitomizes our cultural diversity and also our
unity in diversity. The role of our Parliament is larger than making
laws. In fact it is a reflection of our national sentiments. We cannot
limit our role to ensuring the development of our constituencies.
We will have to keep in mind the interests of the nation. Our
country is supreme and we should always remember that. It is
quite natural in a parliamentary democracy for the Members
representing varied political ideologies to be present in the House,

16



however it is expected of all the Hon’ble Members to participate
in the proceedings of the House as we believe in the adage:

‘Common be the prayer of these (assembled worshippers),
common be the acquirement, common be the purpose, associated
be the desire. | repeat for you a common prayer, | offer for you a
common oblation. | am sure that Hon’ble Members will participate
in the proceedings of the House, keeping in mind the responsibilities
entrusted to them.’

Hon’ble Members,

It is a matter of pleasure that our Hon’ble Prime Minister had
given indications before the declaration of the results of the
election that he will be the Prime Minister of 125 crore Indians and
he will give equal treatment to all the Members of the House.
Revered Lokmata Devi Ahilyabai Holkar has been a source of
inspiration and an ideal for me in my life. | am fortunate to have
worked with many stalwarts of democracy in my political journey.
My association with Parliament began with the 9th Lok Sabha and
has continued ever since. | have had the privilege of serving the
country and the people in different capacities—as party leader; as
Chairperson and Member of various Parliamentary Committees; as a
Member in the Panel of Chairpersons in Lok Sabha; and as a Union
Minister with different portfolios. My public life has been a very
eventful and active. | feel a profound sense of satisfaction in being
blessed with the opportunity to contribute to the cause of the
nation and in shaping my own life through this experience.

It has been the endeavour of my predecessors from
Shri G.V. Mavalankar to uphold the traditions of parliamentary
democracy and create conventions and rules for the smooth conduct
of the House. | respect the great legacy they have left behind.
I will also strive to make new healthy conventions in future also.

Once again, | am grateful to the House for reposing faith in me
to preside over the House. | wish to especially thank the Hon’ble
Prime Minister, Hon’ble Leaders of Parties and Groups and all the
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Hon’ble Members for their words of support. | also take this
opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to the
Pro tem Speaker, Shri Kamal Nathji, for setting the tone of dignified
and smooth conduct of the House in the days preceding my election
to the office of the Speaker. | am confident that with an efficient
Lok Sabha Secretariat to assist me with unstinted cooperation, |
will live up to the expectations of the House and in the end, I call
upon all the Hon’ble Members to rededicate themselves to serve
the country and the people through this temple of democracy.

Grant us, O Lord of the Universe, the invincible inner strength
and virtuous character that all humanity adores, and the knowledge
that will enlighten the path leading to our mission.

Thank you.
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Hon'ble President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind arriving in the Central Hall
of Parliament House to address the Members of both Houses of Parliament
assembled together on 31 January 2019.

Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan at a meeting with the Leaders of
Parties in Lok Sabha, in the Parliament Library Building on 30 January 2019.



Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan; Former Prime Minister,
Dr. Manmohan Singh; Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha, Shri Ghulam Nabi
Azad; Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs and Statistics and Programme
Implementation, Shri Vijay Goel; Chairperson of Public Accounts Committee,
Shri Mallikarjun Kharge; Former Deputy Prime Minister and Chairperson,
Ethics Committee (Lok Sabha), Shri L.K. Advani; Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Member
of Parliament (Lok Sabha) and other dignitaries after paying floral tributes
to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in the Central Hall of Parliament House on his
birth anniversary on 14 November, 2018.



Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi; Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra
Mahajan; Lok Sabha Deputy Speaker, Dr. M. Thambi Durai; Several Union
Ministers and former Deputy Prime Minister and Chairperson of the Ethics
Committee (Lok Sabha), Shri L.K. Advani, paid floral tributes at the portrait
of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee in the Central Hall of Parliament House on
his birth anniversary on 6 July, 2018.



Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan; Leader of Opposition (Rajya
Sabha), Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad; Minister of State (Independent Charge) in
the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Shri Hardeep Singh Puri; Minister
of State in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs and Statistics and Programme
Implementation, Shri Vijay Goel; Minister of State in the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment, Shri Ramdas Athawale; former Deputy Prime
Minister and Chairperson, Ethics Committee (Lok Sabha), Shri L.K. Advani;
Chairperson, Public Accounts Committee (Lok Sabha), Shri Mallikarjun Kharge;
and Chairperson, Departmentally Related Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Human Resource Development (Rajya Sabha), Dr. Satyanarayan Jatiya
after paying floral tributes at the portrait of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the
Central Hall of Parliament House on his birth anniversary on 14 April, 2018.



Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan paying floral tributes at the
portrait of Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri in the Central Hall of Parliament House
on the occasion of his birth anniversary on 2 October, 2018.
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Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan paying floral tributes at the
portrait of Mahatma Gandhi in the Central Hall of Parliament House on the
occasion of his birth anniversary on 2 October, 2018.



' ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
INAUGURAL CEREMONY
{7 CoMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE,
CPA INDIA REGION, ZONE - 111
&
CHAPTER OF SRI, LOK SABH

Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan addressing at the inaugural ceremony
of the 17th Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) India Region
(Zone Ill) Conference and NE Chapter of Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI),
Lok Sabha in Guwahati, Assam on 8 October, 2018. Chief Minister of Assam,
Shri Sarbananda Sonowal and Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly, Shri Hitendra
Nath Goswami are also seen.
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Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan being welcomed by the Chief
Minister of Assam, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal at the inaugural ceremony of
the 17th Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) India Region
(Zone Ill) Conference and NE Chapter of Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI),
Lok Sabha in Guwahati, Assam on 8 October, 2018.




Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan and Members of Parliament with
experts at the workshop on ‘Dimensions and Challenges of Internal Security’
organised by Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI) in Parliament Library Building,
New Delhi on 31 July 2018. Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Syed Ata Hasnain PVSM, UYSM,
AVSM, SM, VSM and BAR; Smt. Rina Mitra, Special Secretary (Internal
Security), Ministry of Home Affairs and Shri Praveen Swami, National Editor,
The Indian Express were the resource persons at the workshop.
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Honourable President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind; Lok Sabha Speaker,
Smt. Sumitra Mahajan; Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers and Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananth Kumar; Lok Sabha Deputy Speaker,
Dr. M. Thambi Durai; Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs and Water
Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal;
Union Ministers; Members of Parliament and other dignitaries at the function
to mark the completion of three years of Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI)
in Parliament House Annexe on 24 July, 2018.
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ROLE OF CAG*

I am immensely pleased to be amidst you all today at the
Inaugural Function of the 27th Conference of Accountants General,
to be held for three days with the theme, Promoting Good
Governance and Accountability through Public Audit. The
Conference is very significant considering the fact that the Office
of the Comptroller and Auditor General plays a critical role in ensuring
accountability and good governance in our parliamentary polity.

India has seen significant economic growth in recent years.
This progress is in no small measure supported by the presence of
a sound institutional framework which includes a strong and
independent oversight body like the CAG.

As you are aware, the oversight function of Parliament in a
democracy like ours is a dynamic, challenging and continuous process
based on the principle of accountability of the Government to the
people through their elected representatives. Indeed, there can
be no democratic system of government without transparency and
accountability, which are at the heart of good governance. While
the Executive keeps control over the public finance, the Parliament
secures the accountability of the Executive through various
mechanisms including, among others, the three Financial
Committees namely the Estimates Committee, the Public Accounts
Committee and the Committee on Public Undertakings. These
Committees constitute a distinct group as they keep an unremitting
vigil over the Government spending and performance. Thus,
parliamentary control over public expenditure is not limited only to
voting of moneys required for carrying on the administration of the
country; but it also extends to ensuring that the expenditure is

* At the inaugural function of 27th Conference of Accountants General,
New Delhi (27 October, 2014).
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incurred in a prudent manner and that the objectives underlying
the policies approved by the Parliament are achieved. The three Es
that is economy, efficiency and effectiveness, require spending
less, spending well and spending wisely.

Good governance is a basic requirement for development. With
democracy striking deep roots in the country accompanied by rising
levels of income, globalisation and better information, people now
expect better quality of governance.

Transparency, Accountability and Public participation improve
financial management and efficiency of service delivery. The
institution of CAG therefore plays an important role in promoting
good governance and effective public administration towards
achieving the development goals. In India, the Comptroller and
Auditor General, as we know, examines the annual accounts of the
Government to satisfy that the moneys granted by the Parliament
and the State Legislatures to the respecitve Executives have been
applied to the purpose for which they were intended and that
they have been spent according to the laws, rules and regulations
governing the subject.

How well a Parliament can perform its oversight functions
effectively depends largely upon the efficacy and independence of
the Audit. The reports of the CAG is a source of great empowerment
for the citizens and provide valuable information and feedback to
the various stakeholders including the policy-makers. Citizens can
use this report to question their representatives and hold the
public servants to account.

Presenting the audit report in the parliament or legislature is
not an end in itself. It is very important to ensure that the
government takes suitable corrective action otherwise the audit
exercise may be reduced to a ritual. We need to find effective
means of persuading governments to take timely action on the
findings of audit. It is also important for the CAG to conduct follow
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up audits to verify the action taken by the organisations to rectify
the anomalies pointed out in the previous audits.

To encourage reform and innovation CAG’s reports should also
highlight the best practices and notable achievements of an
organisation. There is a need for audit to adopt a balanced approach
so that while highlighting non-compliance, innovations and initiative
is not discouraged. CAG’s should not become an instrument for
vilification and public finger pointing.

It is indeed a matter of pride for the nation that the office of
the Comptroller and Auditor General of India, is functioning vibrantly.
The independence accorded to this auditing authority speaks
volumes about the health of our democracy.

In the course of its evolution, the Indian Audit & Accounts
Department has imbibed global best practices in enhancing its
standard of work and has also in recent years been extending its
functions to new frontiers like Information Technology, Social and
Environment Audits, etc. As a result, the CAG is playing a prominent
role in conducting the audit of International Organisations as well.
I am glad to note that the CAG of India has been elected as a
Member of the United Nations Board of Auditors and has been
entrusted with the audit of important UN agencies including the
UN Headquarters.

Friends, | am sure that the conference will review and discuss
all relevant issues and come out with recommendations to improve
public administration in the country. | wish to Conference a grand
success.

Thank You.
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(23 €, 2015)
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE:
WATCHDOG ON GOVERNMENT SPENDINGS*

It is a matter of great pleasure for me to be here with you
all today at the inauguration of the Conference of Chairpersons of
the Public Accounts Committees of Parliament and State and UT
Legislatures. | am sure that this Conference, which is taking place
after a gap of 14 years, will give you all a unique opportunity to
share your individual experiences that you have gathered during
this interregnum and deliberate upon common issues.

India has seen significant economic growth in recent years.
This progress is in no small measure supported by the presence of
a sound institutional and oversight framework.

The oversight function of Parliament in a democracy like ours
is a dynamic, challenging and continuous process based on the
principle of accountability of the Government to the people through
their elected representatives. Indeed, there can be no democratic
system of Government without transparency, accountability and
public participation, which are at the heart of good governance.
While the Executive keeps control over the public finance, the
Parliament secures the accountability of the Executive through
various mechanisms including, among others, the three Financial
Committees namely the Estimates Committee, the Public Accounts
Committee and the Committee on Public Undertakings. These
Committees constitute a distinct group as they keep an unremitting
vigil over the Government spending and performance. Thus,
parliamentary control over public expenditure is not limited only to
voting of moneys required for carrying on the administration of the
country; but it also extends to ensuring that the expenditure is

* At the inauguration of Conference of the Chairpersons of Public Accounts
Committees of Parliament and State/UT Legislatures, New Delhi (8 Sept.,2015).
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incurred in a prudent manner and that the objectives underlying
the policies approved by the Parliament are achieved. The three
‘Es’, that is economy, efficiency and effectiveness, require spending
less, spending well and spending wisely.

Friends, the Public Accounts Committee has traditionally
occupied a very special status in the Legislature. One of the oldest
Committees in Indian Legislature, the Public Accounts Committee
in India was initially set up in 1921 as part of the recommendation
of the Government of India Act of 1919. After independence, our
Constitution provided that the Report of Comptroller and Auditor
General of India shall be submitted to the President who shall
cause them to be laid before each House of Parliament, and the
Parliament would appoint Public Accounts Committee for scrutinising
it in detail.

Till 1966-67, the Chairman belonged to a ruling party. In 1967 a
convention was set to appoint a member of the opposition party
nominated as the Chairman of Committee. Shri M.R. Masani was
the first opposition member to adorn this office. This healthy
convention of appointing a member of the opposition as the
Chairman has been continuing. Thereafter, the Chairman of the
Public Accounts Committee has been given to the opposition and
it is a practice which is considered democratic. The Committee has
been chaired by eminent leaders like Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Shri Jyotirmoy Basu, Shri H.N. Mukherjee, Shri P.V. Narsimha Rao
and Shri R. Venkatraman.

How well a Parliament can perform its oversight functions
effectively depends largely upon the efficacy and independence of
the Audit. The reports of the PAC are a source of great
empowerment for the citizens and provide valuable information
and feedback to the various stakeholders including the
policy makers. Citizens can use this report to question their
representatives and hold the public servants to account.
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As an effective watchdog on the Government spending and
essentially working on the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor-
General, this Committee has been credited with the detection of
many financial irregularities, procedural lapses, executive delays
and even cases of lack of coordination between different
Government departments. This Committee has also earned a
reputation for impartiality, firmness and grasp for details.

During my long parliamentary career, | had the privilege of being
a member of Public Accounts Committee in 1997. On this account,
| have seen the working of the Committee from a very close quarter.
Reports of this Committee contain vital lessons for the Executive
and are one of the chief instruments of ensuring the Executive’s
accountability to the people through the Parliament.

The position of Chairperson of this Committee is indeed an
enormously responsible one, and requires devotion of great deal of
time and high degree of commitment. | am happy to learn that the
present Committee has also dwelt into various subjects of
contemporary relevance and submitted as many as 24 reports under
experienced guidance of its Chairman, Prof. K.V. Thomas, who has
had a long parliamentary career and a wide range of experience as
an academician, writer and politician. In the same manner, | am
sure, all of you are also putting your varied experiences and talents
to optimum use as the Chairperson of your respective Public
Accounts Committee.

More than two thousand years back, Kautilya had written and
| quote:

meaning thereby that ‘all enterprises depend on finance.
Hence utmost care should be bestowed on
matters relating to treasury’.

In a democratic system of governance, the State affairs run on
the tax-payers’ money—the appropriation of funds and

42



implementation of policies require proper monitoring and
examination to ensure that money is being utilised in accordance
with the sanctioned budget and schemes. In this context, | would
also like to take this opportunity to commend the organisation of
Comptroller and Auditor General for carrying out detailed audit of
the Government agencies and departments and for the help and
cooperation that they extend to the Public Accounts Committee.

Presenting the audit report in the Parliament or Legislature is
not an end in itself. It is very important to ensure that the
Government takes suitable corrective action otherwise the audit
exercise may be reduced to a ritual. We need to find effective
means of persuading Governments to take timely action on the
findings of audit.

To encourage reform and innovation PAC should also highlight
the best practices and notable achievements of an organisation.
There is a need to adopt a balanced approach so that while
highlighting non-compliance, innovations and initiative is not
discouraged.

CAG and PAC together deal with three ‘A’s - Accounts, Audit
and Accountability. They audit the Accounts of Government
Departments to fix accountability. | would expect, if possible,
another ‘A’ is added to this in the form of ‘Appreciation’ wherever
due, so that innovative good practices and projects can be
replicated elsewhere.

Ladies and Gentlemen, in order to retain their eminence and
usefulness, PACs need to find innovative responses to newer
emerging challenges in the current world scenario. They should
scrutinise the growing volumes of information as available and give
their recommendations in a judicious manner. Here, | want to point
out that over the years, operations of Government have expanded
and public monies are channelled into different entities. Under
these circumstances, Committee Members need to acquire new
skills to deal with changed circumstances.
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Reiterating what | have already said, the Public Accounts
Committee is indeed a pillar of parliamentary accountability and
this pillar rests on your strong shoulders. It is heartening to note
that through this Conference you get to discuss on a wide spectrum
of subjects, while some are specifically related to the working of
your Committee like ‘Best Practice Standards for Public Accounts
Committees’, and Challenges faced by PAC, some other general
issues like Expectation of Citizens from their Parliament, particularly
PAC and so on.

Friends, | am sure that the conference will review and discuss
all relevant issues and come out with recommendations to improve
public administration in the country. | wish the Conference a grand
success.

Thank you.
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ACCOUNTANTS GENERAL CONFERENCE*

I am immensely pleased to be amidst you at the inaugural
function of the 28th Conference of Accountants General. This
Conference is very significant as it brings together dedicated group
of officers tasked with upholding transparency and accountability
in governance—the very cornerstone of any vibrant and functioning
democracy.

India has established itself as one of the fastest-growing
economies of the world. The Indian economy has the potential to
become one of the two largest economies by mid-century. The
long-term growth perspective of the Indian economy is positive
due to its young population, healthy savings and investment rates,
and increasing integration into the global economy. But in my opinion
presence of a strong institutional framework, which includes a
strong and independent oversight body like CAG, has also played a
very crucial role in our economic growth story.

In a citizen centric society and knowledge based economy
transparency, accountability and public participation form the core
of good Governance and no effective and meaningful democratic
system of government can exist in their absence. Citizens are the
ultimate stakeholders in the governance and public trust is the
touch-stone to judge any Government’s credibility. Independent
institutions like CAG assure the public that the efforts of the
Government are directed towards achieving national objectives
and public welfare in most efficient, economic and effective manner.
This strengthens public confidence and trust in the system of
governance. Therefore, the Government which is handling public
money, must account for each and every paisa spent. In present

* At the 28th Accountants General Conference, New Delhi (20 October, 2016).
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times, there is an increasing awareness and greater demand for
transparency and accountability in delivery of public services. This
augurs well for our democracy but it also raises expectations from
institutions like CAG.

As you all are aware, the Parliament of India acts as a watchdog
and ensures the Executive’s accountability. The CAG has been
painstakingly carrying out detailed audits of the Government
agencies and departments and has been helping Parliament and its
Committees, specially the three Financial Committees namely the
Estimates Committee, the Public Accounts Committee and the
Committee on Public Undertakings in ensuring public accountability.
I would like to highlight the mutually reinforcing role of the CAG
and Parliament have in furthering accountability. The synergy
between the two must be capitalized upon to improve the quality
of governance and take our growth and development to even
greater heights.

CAG has to keep a watch against waste and extravagance and
ensure that the Government machinery provides service delivery
with utmost economy, efficiency and transparency. The Chairman
of the drafting committee of our Constitution and great scholar
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar once said and | quote: ‘I am of the opinion that
this dignitary or officer (CAG) is probably the most important officer
of the Constitution of India. He is the one man who is going to see
that the expenses voted by Parliament are not exceeded, or varied
from what has been laid down by Parliament in what is called
Appropriation Act. If this functionary is to carry out the duties—
and his duties, | submit are far more important than the duties
than the duties of the Judiciary’.

Parliament’s oversight functions depend largely upon the
efficacy and independence of the Audit Reports. Citizens or their
representatives can use these reports and pose questions to the
Executive and hold the public servants accountable. It is not only
important that these audit reports are submitted but equally
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important is, suitable corrective actions by the Government to
ensure that anomalies pointed out, are not only rectified but it
also leads to improved and better administrative practices. Follow
up audit can be a good tool to ensure this. While the audit reports
highlight non-compliance it is also incumbent upon auditors to
identify and highlight best practices and notable innovations or
achievements of the Government departments and institutions to
make a positive and wider impact on innovation and reforms.

In today’s world, a technological revolution is taking place and
technology is shaping every aspect of our life. Massive
transformation is taking place in the way commercial enterprises
are using emerging technologies and conducting their businesses.
Governance and administrative machinery cannot remain isolated
from the effects of changes taking place around the globe.
Technology also enables us to bring greater transparency and integrity
to the system. This also calls for the Comptroller and Auditor General
of India to change accordingly. They need to impart training
and skills to their officials to keep abreast of the technological
and other developments taking place in the world, make optimum
use of best technological tools to reflect the contemporary
realities, revisit the traditional methods of audit and redraw
the standard operating procedures, if necessary. It is very
important that the CAG stays ahead of the curve and responds
to changes in the pattern of Government activities and
expenditure.

Your deliberations, during this conference, on the four chosen
themes of Auditing the programmes related to Sustainable
Development Goals, Meeting Challenges in Revenue Audit,
Perspectives and Concerns while auditing Local Bodies and
Challenges posed by Integrated Financial Management System should
be guided by the overall perspective of ensuring improved quality
of governance and strengthening the public confidence in the
governance system.

47



GST is the biggest and most important tax reform to have taken
place in the country after independence. This is expected to
completely transform our tax administration system and it is likely
to have impact on other aspects of administration also. It is quite
possible that during the initial phase of implementation of GST
there may be teething troubles. But during such testing times CAG
is expected to examine carefully and give feedback and also guide
the stakeholders in ensuring that the expected economic benefits
of GST are realized optimally.

I am sure, during these transforming times, the discussions and
deliberations in this Conference will go a long way in giving all of
you insight and perspective to explore the new emerging aspects
and challenges of audit. | wish all of you and the Conference a
great success.

Thank you.
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FAREWELL ADDRESS TO SHRI PRANAB
MUKHERJEE, PRESIDENT OF INDIA*

Aadarniya Rashtrapati Shri Pranab Mukherjee, We, the
Parliamentarians, have assembled here today to bid you a fond
farewell on the eve of your demitting the august office of the
President of the Republic of India, which you have adorned the last
five years with great distinction and dignity. This is indeed a solemn
occasion for each one of us to express our profound respect and
regards to you. Hon’ble President, your life’s journey from the
humble village of Mirati in West Bengal to Rashtrapati Bhawan is
indeed an eventful one entwined with contemporary history of our
nation and an inspiration to all. Beginning professional career as a
college teacher, then journalist and subsequently dedicating the
longest period of your life to national politics culminating in being
elected as the President, you have always strived for excellence
and selfless service. Your achievements as a political leader,
parliamentarian, administrator, author and visionary thinker are a
grand testimony of your multifaceted personality. Mahodaya ever
since you first entered the Parliament in 1969, you have enriched
and strengthened our parliamentary democracy with varied
expertise, vast contributions and great wisdom. You have always
held the institution of Parliament and its traditions in the highest
regard and upheld the dignity and decorum of both the Houses.
Sagacious and yet courteous to friends and political opponents
alike, you have earned the respect of all with your disarming
persuasive skills, intellectual farsightedness and unwavering
commitment to the basic tenets of parliamentary democracy and
political pluralism. You are respected for your impeccable knowledge

* Farewell Address by Members of Parliament, Parliament House, New Delhi
(23 July, 2017).
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of constitutional and parliamentary rules and procedures and
exemplary memory of events and precedents. You have been a guru
from whom generations of parliamentarians have received lessons
on the operational dynamics of our parliamentary polity. Very aptly,
the parliamentary fraternity conferred the ‘Outstanding
Parliamentarian Award’ on you for the year 1997. You admirable
administrative acumen and efficiency have played pivotal role in
shaping appropriate responses to various momentous events and
challenges before the nation at large. As Union Cabinet Minister
holding key portfolios and also occupying crucial decision-making
positions your rich contributions in laying down policies leading to
the progress of this nation will be remembered and cherished for
times to come. Your astute diplomatic skills have served the nation
well whether as a minister handling the responsibility of external
affairs or serving on the Board of Governors of international and
multilateral financial institutions. A grateful nation has conferred
the second highest civilian award on you, the Padma Vibhushan, in
2008. You have deservingly received acclaims from the people at
home and abroad and earned numerous honours from universities
far and wide in recognition of your contributions. With your
thoughtfulness and wisdom, you brought dignity and respect to
the august office of the President which gained new prominence
as political leaders of all hue and affiliations sought your guidance
on crucial matters affecting the nation. Rashtrapatiji, you have
brought presidential focus on the centrality of education for human
development and the imperative of research and development to
create a knowledge society and also for raising the quality of higher
education and promoting excellence in our country. Your
extraordinary contribution also extends to democratizing the
Rashtrapati Bhawan through multiple programmes, innovative
initiatives and opening its gates to welcome common man from
across the country. Besides discharging your constitutional
responsibilities with dignity and grace, you have effectively
articulated the concerns before the nation. You have stressed the
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centrality of Parliament in our democratic polity and expressed
your concerns about the increasing incidents of disruptions in the
legislatures. Your presidency has brought to the fore the most
significant responsibility of the highest constitutional office of
preserving, protecting and defending the Constitution and the law
as affirmed in your oath of office. Sir, our country remains firmly
on track as the fastest growing large economy in the world. We
assure you that it will be our solemn duty to fulfil the unfinished
missions and your vision of a developed India. We are sure that you
will continue to guide the footsteps of this nation as an elder
statesman, and inspire us as you have done all through your
illustrious life. In the end | would like to conclude with the words
of Hon’ble President which are very significant and relevant.
| quote: “We are all equal children before our mother; and India
asks each one of us, in whatsoever role we play in the complex
drama of nation-building, to do our duty with integrity, commitment
and unflinching loyalty to the values enshrined in our Constitution”.
Unquote Rashtrapatiji, We wish you a long and healthy life.
We remain, Sir, Yours respectfully, Members of Parliament of
India.
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Honourable President, Shri Ram Nath Kovind presenting Outstanding
Parliamentarian Award to Shri Dinesh Trivedi, MP (LS) at the function to
confer the Awards for Outstanding Parliamentarians to be held in Central
Hall of Parliament House on 1 August, 2018. Honourable Vice-President and
Chairman, Rajya Sabha, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu; Honourable Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi; Honourable Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan
are also seen in the photograph.
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Honourable President, Shri Ram Nath Kovind presenting Outstanding
Parliamentarian Award to Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab, MP (LS) at the function
to confer the Awards for Outstanding Parliamentarians to be held in Central
Hall of Parliament House on 1 August, 2018. Honourable Vice-President and
Chairman, Rajya Sabha, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu; Honourable Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi; Honourable Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan
are also seen in the photograph.



Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan interacting with more than
160 students and alumni from premier institutes like IITs, NLUs, Yale, LSE,
Manchester under a programme organized by the Vision India Foundation in
New Delhi on 22 June, 2018.

Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan planting the 'Ashoka Tree' in Indian
Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC) in New Delhi on 7 December, 2018.
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LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS







ROLE OF LEGAL EDUCATION
AND PROFESSION*

| feel honoured to have been invited on the occasion of the
Sixth Convocation of the Gujarat National Law University, a young
and rising institution of prominence dedicated to legal education
in the country. | am happy to be with you all at this moment to
share your success. Let me take this opportunity to felicitate the
successful bright Vidyarthees on their accomplishments. My heartiest
congratulations to each one of them.

The Gujarat National Law University is one of the esteemed
national law universities and it has completed ten years of
existence. Within a decade, it has not only made a name for itself
as one of the premier law universities but also as the fastest
growing law university in the country.

As all of us are aware, our cultural heritage advocates the
dynamics of a highly moral society. It rests on the premise of the
‘Rule of Law’ as a guarantee for enabling our citizens to progress
to the fullest, in a just and fair manner. ‘Justice’ is, in fact, a
pre-requisite of dignified human existence for everyone.

In a democratic polity like ours, the three organs of the State,
namely the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary, perform
separate but interrelated functions. In this scheme of things, as
we all understand, the Judiciary is the custodian of the law and
the arbitrator of justice whose primary objective is to uphold the
rule of law and an orderly society and to provide justice to those
who have been wronged, either by individuals, groups or the State
itself. The judicial system is a specialized arena of public authority

* Convocation Address at the Sixth Convocation of the Gujarat National Law
University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat (14 February, 2015).
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which is reserved for legal experts, jurists and students of law. The
efficiency of the justice delivery system depends a lot on the
quality of legal education in the country.

A few decades back, the State of legal education in
our country was considered to be supplementary. There was
mushroom growth of Law Colleges in the country which
were being run in the evening with the help of part time
teachers, mostly lawyers who were either very busy in the
profession or some students leader who needs just an | card
for the student election. The students of these colleges were
also part time students working as employees or pursuing
some other Post-graduate course during the day. Attendance
at these colleges was also not insisted upon seriously. These
have their own effects not only education but as a whole
legal profession as well. Despite various constraints those
universities commendably produced some of the brightest
lawyers and legal luminaries of the country, chiefly due to
the sheer dedication and motivation students invested in
their own field. As the economy opened and Globalization
started, there was a feeling that our legal system must be
strengthened to meet the emerging global challenges of
international trade and commerce international corporate
world. It is a matter of great satisfaction that in the last two
decades efforts have been made to improve the situation by
opening National Law Universities offering five vyear
full time law course and preparing the young lawyers to meet
the challenges of the new emerging world. National Law
Universities have contributed significantly towards
promoting excellence in legal education and research. These
developments have also attracted some of the brightest
students and also helped the legal community of the country
to enhance the prestige it always deserved. It is heartening to
know that the judiciary, the Bar Council of India, the reputed
law schools and the Law Commission of India are all making
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great efforts in the upgradation of legal education in the
country.

I would like to draw your attention to another problem
we face in our country. There is a complete disconnect
between our Courts and our Universities. Once a student
passes out University, he has no connection with it and
throughout his life he does not remain in touch with it.
There is a dire need of establishing a live connection
between the Courts and the Universities and the Bar and the
Universities so that the University faculty may give important
academic inputs to the Courts and the Bar and vice versa. The
Courts and the Bar need research based inputs in many
complicated cases. If they get such assistance, the quality of justice
shall definitely improve.

Similarly, there is a dire need to establish a live interaction
between the Universities and Legislators. Our lawmakers do not
have, all the time, the privilege of expert guidance from Universities
in the matter of legislation. In the result we see that even after
six decades of independence, we are still not able to form a
consensus on subjects like capital punishment, euthanasia, juvenile
crimes and the punishment for it, uniform civil code etc. Legal
experts from the Universities should freely express their views on
the limits of Judicial Activism and Judicial intervention in the fields
reserved by the Constitution for the Legislature and the Executive.

Today, law students in the professional law schools and national
law universities have the facilities to be better trained in skills
required not only in the legal profession but also in areas such as
legislation, civil society activism and other areas which have a
great impact on government policy formulation and thus the larger
society. We must also encourage the pursuit of excellence through
innovative teaching practices and learning methods in order to
produce great minds that can transcend the legal profession to
make significant contributions to society.
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On this occasion, | am glad to share some of my insights that
| have gathered in my long experience as a lawyer and also with
the legislature | can tell you with confidence that law is one unique
area of human knowledge that makes a student of law vividly see
and understand human society, its problems and challenges. | believe
no other discipline has such inter-connectedness with life and
society than what the law and legal discipline is endowed with and
this makes the role of legal education and profession a matter of
great relevance.

Besides infrastructure, an important dimension of improving
legal education lies in attracting and retaining talent among young
lawyers so that they can be encouraged to consider academia as a
career option. It is true that poor financial incentives in a career
in academia drive many young and brilliant lawyers to more lucrative
careers in reputed law firms, in industry and corporations.

I have also to draw your attention to the fact that it is the
duty of the entire legal community to strive for giving quality
justice at reasonable cost to the litigant. Our entire Judicial System
should be litigant centric rather than being focused on Judges and
Lawyers. If we turn the focus on the litigants, we find that a
majority of them are in the rural areas struggling with the lack of
Courts, lack of Judges, lack of efficient lawyers at affordable fees,
lack of infrastructural facilities and generally, lack of access to the
justice delivery system. Though the Legal Services Authorities
created at various levels for the purpose have done a commendable
job but much needs to be done still. National Law Universities can
make a great contribution in the field of spreading legal awareness,
legal education, devising refresher courses and training programs
for lawyers practicing in rural Courts etc. with the cooperation.
Law Universities are also expected to suggest solutions for
simplifying our justice delivery system to realize the dream of
delivering speedy justice to litigants and to clear the huge backlog
of cases pending in the courts.
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It is said that ‘“Justice delayed is justice denied”. In this
context it is very saddening to learn that the number of
pending cases in our courts still presents a huge figure. The
number of pending cases in the Supreme Court is about
63,800, in High Courts it is around 4.4 million and in district
and subordinate courts it is around 20 million. As challenges
go, this backlog takes a toll on individuals as well as the
system.

To ensure easy and cost-effective justice we must
strengthen the setting up of Legal Aid and Advice Boards, the
mechanism of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADRs)
including Lok Adalats, Fast Track Courts, Consumer Forums,
etc. The setting up of a nation-wide network for provision of
free and competent legal services to the economically weaker
sections is another welcome step.

Friends, | now turn to the momentous event that we all
have come here for. Convocation is a landmark in the lives of
the students and the faculty. It is an opportunity for the
university to take stock of what it has achieved and what it
has to aspire for. For all those who pass out today, it is a rite
of passage to a new world which presents both opportunities
and challenges. Their roles in various capacities, either
professional or in civil society activism, will make significant
contributions to government policy formulation and
legislations and have impact on society.

While being aware of these opportunities, they may not
lose sight of the challenges before society. Any reiteration that
the role of judiciary and legal fraternity has always been one of
making invaluable contribution towards maintenance and sustenance
of the Rule of Law. It was the lawyer’s heart and mind in Gandhiji,
Motilal Nehru, C.R. Das, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Asaf AH, Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru and many others, that impelled them into action
against the injustice perpetuated by the British rule leading us to
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achieve Independence. It is this intrinsic spirit of legal profession
which made the founding fathers of our Constitution to foresee
and draft such a system which can withstand all odds and challenges.

The nation needs dedicated young men and women in
varied capacities. With their training, they will be expected
to be rational thinkers and social engineers who make a real
difference to the world around them. We should remember
that a large number of our great social reformers and national
leaders during our freedom struggle were lawyers.

| take this opportunity to express my, heartiest congratulations
to all the bright young students who have successfully completed
their programme of study through strenuous work and disciplined
effort.

| extend my best wishes to all of them and hope that
they will make use of their knowledge and training to create a
bright future for themselves and to contribute handsomely to
Nation-building.

I convey my best wishes to one and all.

FOMR
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¥ TR0l G W AR Sfehion e gel § 3K S W gHN A ohfsd
BTl 2

Friends, in a vibrant democracy like ours, the Judiciary is an
important pillar of the State, like the Legislature and the Executive
are, with its distinctive role and functions. Our Judiciary, especially
the higher judiciary, has been assigned a position of vital importance
and bestowed with onerous responsibilities like upholding the
constitutional principles, interpretation of the laws made by
respective legislatures and more importantly in protecting the
Fundamental Rights of our citizens.

The Supreme Court of India and the High Courts act as the final
arbiters of constitutional disputes, and can overrule not merely
ordinary law enacted by a legislature that enjoys popular will, but,
also constitutional amendments, which in the courts’ view infract
the “basic structure” of the constitution. With a proactive role
based on the power of judicial review, the higher judiciary in India
has attained an unprecedented significance. The institutional
integrity of the judiciary, therefore, requires the courts to enjoy
the confidence of the public; society needs to see judges as
protectors of justice, who will stay independent to uphold the
people’s most fundamental rights.

A strong ambivalence clouds the public image of the Indian
judiciary they are simultaneously fountains of justice and beyond
the reach of poor. Litigation is often regarded as infested with
delay and not free from corruption. But courts, especially Higher
Courts are among the most respected and trusted institutions. The
judiciary has ensured that howsoever high you may otherwise be,
the law is above you. On the other hand, symptoms of inefficiency
haunt the courts as they do other state institutions. This mixed
picture is reinforced by a recent assessment of a high ranking
expert group including a former chief justice of the Indian Supreme
Court. Widespread and profound backlog and delay currently
undermine the fundamental priorities of a law-based society and it
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erodes public trust and confidence in legal institutions, and also
acts as a significant barrier to India’s chosen path to social justice
and economic development. While it is acknowledged that
trials are delayed throughout the world but nowhere, however,
does backlog and delay appear to be more accentuated than in
modern-day India.

As we all know “Justice delayed is justice denied.” Since all
the organs of the Government are independent and at the same
time there is a relationship between all the organs, it is the job
and combined responsibility of the Parliament, the Executive and
the Judiciary to address all these issues. And | would therefore like
to emphasize that Judicial reforms are a must.

The calls for judicial reforms are of course in the anvil for quite
some time now and a lot has been done in this regard. However,
it cannot be denied that a lot still needs to be done. The Law
Commission’s recommendations concerning disposal method,
appointment of judges, creation of special courts, need for system-
wide reform, merits serious consideration and action. We have to
remember that we are among the fastest growing economies and
when efforts are made to fast track all aspects of Government
functioning, the Judiciary cannot lag behind. It is important that
justice delivery system has to be fast tracked too. Among others,
we could think in terms of instituting Alternate Dispute Redressal
system (Lok Adalats), Specialized Courts, Mediators, etc. to ease
or reduce the pressure on Courts. We have to think and (act in
terms of filling up the vacancies of posts for Judges in the Judiciary,
which is one of the reasons for delay in dispensing justice. However,
the increase in number of judges has to be calibrated carefully to
ensure that quality does not get compromised in the process. We
need to make optimum use of technology, systematic classification
of cases, comprehensive tracking of ongoing proceedings, and similar
measures. We also need to take steps to make careers in our
Judiciary more attractive to attract the young talents in our country.
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The statement, “A lawyer is and must ever be the high priest
at the shrine of justice” captures the essence of the role of an
advocate in the administration of justice in the society. Lawyers
in our country have historically contributed handsomely to each of
these areas of justice—whether it was the struggle for
Independence, the framing of our Constitution or just governance.
The role of lawyers extends to being an integral part of our system
of administration of justice not just in the legal sense but justice
that’s social, economic and political as set out in the preamble of
our Constitution. They are also expected to play their assigned
role in realization of the lofty vision of speedy justice for all
enshrined in our constitution. We must also discuss and debate
whether the unrestricted entry in the Bar has led to deterioration
in the quality and standard of lawyers and whether it is affecting
the quality and standard of entire Judicial system.

I would also like to mention that the Parliament of India has
also taken initiatives to address this challenge. Though the National
Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014 has been struck down
by the Honourable Supreme Court, let us hope that in the near
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future the issue will get resolved with the cooperation of all
concerned and to the satisfaction of all.

Justice Krishna lyer said and | quote: “Most crucial for justice
social, economic, and political for the happiness, health and
humanism of the people and their peaceful progress is the judiciary.
We need a dynamic, people-oriented, progressive, legally literate
and imaginative judicature with a swaraj vision. Otherwise, chaos
will corrupt, confuse, and terrorise the Indian cosmos”.

| also feel that the best way to bring about the elimination of
perceived shortcomings of any organ of our vibrant democracy,
which are capable of being eliminated, is to have all our citizens
informed as to how that system functions.

Friends, it is important for our country to have a fast justice
delivery system so that the image of the Judiciary is enhanced and
the people who knock the door of justice feel that they are heard
and justice is delivered. If these challenges are not addressed and
if far reaching judicial reforms are not initiated with a great sense
of urgency and devotion, the image of the judiciary may be eroded
in the eyes of the public, thereby endangering the whole civil
society and our democracy. In other words, timely disposal of cases
is essential for maintaining the rule of law and providing access to
justice which is a guaranteed Fundamental Right.

I would once again thank you for inviting me and | am sure the
views expressed in this Lecture will go a long way in strengthening
our democratic polity.

In the end | would like to end my speech with the lines penned
by revered Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji:

“qT et B oed, R werm w1 SR ERI,
Tai oh A= R, R W TW@ IRk ST,
<1 1o H TEd-89d, M SRR el B,
FeH oY =& BIM, e et =er Bl
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We must all join hands together to take our nation forward
on the path of peace, development and progress and also to
realize the dream of the founding fathers of our Constitution.

Thank you.
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ST 1 3ol BHR WA faferean vgfa o 2, emgds o 81 59 S &
TSl i o W@ 9§ Bl €1 8 Wbl §, Wed ot 3 i st o @
B, W 319 ¥ O Yhe B Wl Bl W, 59 Ao 9 difga At wt gen
wfeer €, @ oS e | o ol wufher AR e Ewel S SR
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QR S o IRgvd | el & u € it fram gr sanfid sag
9f Te AT % WG TR0 W Yfihd 99 Big ®© £
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e, Sifeer @l o YiedET 1 99 H S H S 2

S AR, SR HIET ot e e faRi 21 IRed i 98 eer
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Tsh SEd WEUl o1 9 © foh BH 7 Wiehesr g W off 56k forg
I BT FAifeh e e § ageld il a4t €9 270 J=di ohi 39k aR |
&1 Hohil| Wl o WA &Y i F8ed o fau g AritTh 1 9
Wt fhT S o1 e Gy S 1 srevged 2

AR Ieael oF IR W Tk AR 9@ B foF 98 Bl HEW B1 W T
g Tél 21 gfer S Sae w9 B € gafery o we eid €)1 SR TR
AN § B Al SRl Sind w@a: € wH 8 S| fRee v | Sifas @
1 ITEAN ek IARA | ghg H wN AR @ § g YSER &
e §, @ 2w H T U iy Afa s S syt wiff wosnenia
B

82



e SN qgieR Teel el o HRor R HOR § SAifE ScAal B
I SR STA IS ¥ WG @I B RS o ATHR AL, S,
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BT TAR KU *

T T U9 o 9R ¥ faenfoi § SrEed aF o 3R § ge
Thel, TSR N SIS “ Hise TS 49" o SSEeH oh STIE W 3TTeh
e Sufterd geR g9t gE= 21

g “Hied B gARSE WM JUA h HAHATd TG ST WA w1
el Sl THEH o SEYd W ARSI fRean S @1 ?1 39 e o Hed 9
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TSI, 3T, ArTfse f&d, e T8 Aeta goal i §ae | garEd
B 78 W wfitnfea sweE-get & fav sreiq € gaamtas € S ECOFIN
(Economic and Financial Council) ® J¥ 59 & 74 &1 f%k1aA, DISEC
(Disarmament and International Security Committee) ® ®ie &t &t
TEHU Td g7 TR 1 UYMW R == gonis| faenfelai g st <=
el o fopy ST orelt sigehi o HieAd @ g Tl W SeEehdl aH | 7eg
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T 37 Geenstl &1 9@ 3=vd X fava ¥ Ama 744 o fedl o fog fRa
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% IR ST W IO, TIR (9 SR, 2015)
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ot Tenfya sl
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48 fogel o @ 1 omE 80 BWR ARTeR! i Wit femen € foed W
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Tertan 1

86



T T T 1 Galfrh Tecqol Geen guan Ui 21 9% R fava
Gan Gaeft el W Ao T el € qen foly ot & fR Soets w1 uRfeafy
T fore 39 W N HRAE ®1 S0 B9 G o7 ® R SAwie! Te wem
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3R U &1 JfFert 39 3fe ¥ Aoyl & St € Ffe en aeear # 9
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TE ot Ty &, 3 9d 5 Aie ® quuE e o <@ 9wt o
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WA Ogah Hida*

TS R ¥gah &9 (Indian Roads Congress) & 768 A
I o FTE T TR TN H TS @ ¢ g3 9gd gt ¢ T 59
AW R A s Jadl aRkeed 7= ot FfaA Tesd wa A gest
o frerrst St =M off 36 o9 W Sufterd €1 UE TS i HEdl i SH-3q
& wdfafiara shiar 81 Tgoh Ma-Te, TE-veL & TEl Sedl € sfesh o o,
Gearen 3R Gehfaa @i Sigdt €1 g9t waran T € T srderet widerd
aiftfer atfuEeE it et © 59 3w o fafv= o= g0 si-ard 9
STt fhan S 1 ¥ oredd g 1 fovd @ T 59 o u® ot g
TRV i ST H i SR el 21 e Gt i o @ foh W 79 v
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% @IR 2w ok wfaftsd BEa g, Hecyul Gee of WhER, S dehHishiieR,
T FE § AR S-S0 ANRE T W@ €| I T oF gAY 39k
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SRR &1 3Tefer TTfd o IR § Uk whered @ T ¢ omfien w1 g
*1 Tgoh st | Ugoh I 3R el o forg el &t €1 9 wias &
g & STt €1 WY TRl TSRl w1 IO Wre-SHSeR ST el
TS o WY-HY < H1 e S Bl €1 F IRadT & W= &
I 1 WL Bl 2 3R BH 39 gREshio 9§ Hgeh! w1 fHaior e =nfey
et 291 =t el TSR, TSHiTae 3R SATaIiies HeRieh ol | Sehl
foRio e 81 WRa o afed W, SYHR 9§ HrpuRl Ud %hes § e
T W H Tehdl IR 1@ 1 &F¢ WA | 3eh! fafyre e 2

TR IR ToHiae Ta Jd JoHHe A 3Ted foei arsuet it
W1 GO o fF 9RA o Th-Ush Md g oh WEAH ¥ 39 H JE Ik

91



foreRTe oht ToRT0T BX T O 95| 36 S9eh ToTT  JTest I wga a1
T YA 1 ol 39 I W sl Tk g9 § g9l s gen #1 3=
‘g SiEr” TE “Tived Fafgeiet U " Ao AIHeh STk HeTehiel
Ao i e ot Wit off, f5e W FRER S = @R Sk 39 "
i WHR HE k1 T o i Teed st o 'l | 2

e T H ohel 68106 TeRaiHiet ofTe & Hgeh ¢ S 4676 Tehairiex
1 ofEg o T TSt &1 H U meeyul S i AR TRl A e
=<t g foF wed we | TR ol I Ufd 100 ST fReieR 2214 fheeR
2 e USg T 37 fReliiet B1 Hed WY 39 1 85 WN © 3R W
w1 Tl TSTUE GaE § W B o SR I8l SR 3tfues T s i
fRT ST T Sfrergaiehan 2l

fova 1 30 G99 9 HgH eash g o BRI 991 BUR <9 H @
@ SEE &1 gfg o SRl uiaed aee | g € 21 39 9fg w1 0
FYAE T8 Uel ¢ o Tk gHlemet A dg nfd 9 sgiad g 21 9% %2 g
2 for 9Ra o wided oI 4.60 @@ @i geleet o1 IR B §1 S 9
T 2 ARG AN SHH ST W e d | 3E aed 9 Afes dier gt @
fo wfafea 57 gefemell & 14 o @ &9 o 20 FROR * gog & St @
Safh STHAY A el § ] Ufed] Jeareishi i 9@ §d T hl TR
25 wfderd et 21 dferrg Toa o Gad stfuss ored gefeet § 9o B 2l
Afgehet TR # ot Tehl %1 HEd §g Wl B AR T Hgh Hedeh
TS &, o S | @ W@ AR 1 S = g 8 S 2

A A € o gk geletel i e Wi e § gogwr WAoo
1l TR STH BT aTrereeiehal €1 3o forg =R ‘§’ 37ea=t Wegul 21 Education,
Enforcement, Engineering i Emergency Care. 93¢ US #2ach o
A TeH o Tt I8 St €1 afg 50 Tesh An 1 s S
a1l T @i aRee a9 stea e, HUiRa el 1 aer foeen S,
TE e 9 Hgah a1 WY T SRl § Afeshal 209 SUcied s
T q TS G § gF aTell 39 RN i UehT S ekl 3 el ¥ 7
Sheel SR Bidl € fceh <91 1 Sfefereree W ¥8R gl © 3R 29 & Hrd
T T AIROMT & e 2

I 3ThS! oh STIHR 3T 39 | Uid 1000 SAfkal | 713 3 fraiex
TS ST € Saieh di¥ereh Sed 7 fereimier B1 ofd:, 1+l g fwio

92



¥ 3R fq A SF H SR ¢ Bl U8 ad ff w9 g T S 'w
ek T 1 9 & € @ Tolleet aiff, yguw ud v ang gft 5
B St Tt w1 oft Hagesiierdr @ e T e S W dfves W
Tl ST SR WUl hl H A i AR T e e S T B e
& A i@ o gy Siorery IReds ger ¥ g "edfa st @ foh e foava &
Seerg | 9¢ W T9AM Hl A i oh [T hIE IS oh HIhI i
SO B NG 3HH Sl U wifed 8 ekl B

g wd gol Fufor § off 39 919 i GHeH %1 avashdl 81 g3 SHig
2 T 39 i Roda wfwg § 28 e fos Fmfo ) dodie 3R 98®
A 1 9N H ft TR-IhIfaR] 1 39 Ged Wl BT 37 Gl o S
Heoh 1101 1 Tehrieh/Egeh STeEE § hifdehil TRedH 31 Tehd &1 STeefern
" da Fopret o eruferel ud s fafmior & erofersel @ ges oA &t
feon o wgd =M g0 € W fF @& R fowre <A B 21 39 @ W
Teheiteh AR W oft ST ST T SR )

¥feam Ugm w1 5 oA W %™ X W@ § 98 & Minimise Accident,
Maximize Medical Help. &1 <@ T € f&F &g o) eEd W fesmzT 3K
T e oh RO € geeA 8 Wt § o ffve w9 9 Ukt ST Hehar 21
Heoh T 51 e &g dia@stdn |ig 9 8 difeh aeteh i ATl et
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‘T fqdt’ fawa W et SR | e gt gt agd wRit @
W T R H sAfad 9RdE T e §eE (Al India Local Self
Government), ISR qAT TeRIA TRUcR! fax i€ &l g% €9 ¥ 39
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o Al 98 WEY 1 YAE Teet & A ST g1 B Uk AT =AWl
o Fiatid TSRy WfEd TSN o 6 el i I T B H 39 el ¥ Vadodara

* fEel IRAE T W@EEE 9 g e (e fad-v U e®s (Smart
city: A Road Ahead)’ fawa W AFER & «9mwr, I€iRy (23 SHed, 2016)
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DROUGHT AND RELATED AGRARIAN ISSUES,
DRINKING WATER MANAGEMENT—PROBLEMS
AND ISSUES AND INTERLINKING OF RIVERS

FOR WATER MANAGEMENT*

| welcome you all to this workshop organised for the benefit
of Hon’ble members of Parliament. You will recall that the Speaker’s
Research Initiative was inaugurated last year by Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narender Modiji. He had extended his good wishes
for the success of the initiative at the inauguration of SRI. Later
at different occasions, he has also applauded the initiative. During
last one year or so we have organised a number of workshops on
different issues and it has evoked good response. | will be happy
if more number of Hon’ble members participate in the workshop.
Our idea is that we must discuss these issues for a better
understanding and clarity which will help improve the quality of
debate in the House. Today we are going to discuss three major
issues which are in a way linked with one and another. We have
amidst us a very distinguished panel of speakers who will share
their experiences and expertise with us. | will request Hon’ble
members to raise questions and offer comments and perspectives
so that the discussions are stimulating. The three topics are related
to water Jal Hi Jeevan. Life originated from water, and it sustains
life. But the paradox is that water gives rise to twin problem. Too
much of water, as it happens during monsoon leads, to flood,
while deficient rainfall causes drought. | will mention here that
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modiji in his last episode on Mann ki
Baat has expressed his concern over drought in various parts of the
country. As such this workshop is very timely and topical. Despite

* At the Workshop under the auspices of the Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI),
Parliament Library Building, New Delhi (4-5 May, 2016).
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being endowed with enormous water potential, our country is not
able to make the required strides on agriculture production. This
largely gives to the fact that a large chunk of the nature's free gift
of rainwater is being wasted in the form of floods. To solve this
problem, our policy makers have been thinking of storing the huge
monsoon runoffs in the river through constructing large structural
interventions in the form of Dams. Besides, long distance inter-
basin transfer of water is also not a new concept in our country
and we have many such projects in operation. Water and irrigation
are critical for our agriculture which is the mainstay of our economy.
The implementation of the ambitious interlinking of rivers project
includes various steps including negotiation and consensus-building
amongst the States concerned and also agreement with
neighbouring countries, if link projects involve these countries.
Besides, clearance is also required from various appraisal agencies
as also investment clearance and funding of the project. The
specified procedure is to be followed independently for each of
the links. The time limit for completion of the individual link project
can be identified only after detailed project reports are techno-
economically approved. Closely linked to our first subject of
discussion on the agenda today is the issue of Drinking Water
Management. Our objective in this Session is to delve into various
problems and issues relating to scarcity of safe drinking water. As
| said earlier, water is the most essential requirement of life anywhere
on the Earth. Besides meeting basic human needs, it is critical to
sustainable development too. Access to safe drinking water is
recognized as a human right and therefore, achieving universal
access to water has become one of the most important development
challenges that we face today. Continuing population growth, erratic
monsoons, ground water depletion and contamination and other
related factors pose formidable challenges before us. In the current
scenario, several parts of our country are facing acute water crisis.
It has also been pointed out that water storage in our major
reservoirs is at a level much below their total capacity. Access to
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safe drinking water is in fact a matter of daily survival for many
people right now. In this backdrop, how we effectively manage and
preserve this scarce resource indeed assumes a vital significance.
I am hopeful that this workshop dealing with the varied ramifications
of the water management in our country would be very useful to
you. With the distinguished specialists on this subject present
here, you are in fact provided with a very good opportunity to
allay your doubts, if any, on this issue of critical importance to our
nation. As is the objective of SRI, by informing our parliamentarians
in the right earnest, | indeed look forward to having enriching and
fruitful discussions and debates on the related issues in the
Parliament.

Thank you.
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(18 ™, 2016)1
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%, o IR o HIUHA o AU I H WA T W UE SN S
AT Feoh ot 3R Y BIfeh @It 81 Tk MR o ®9 A faemfad
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oY, A, Sied 1 TE AT Bl B9 W W UEE 8 2 ' St
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S B SR T S RE 2| Y W ohs, "R g A9 @
* glawn 31 o fod B H T wmd § fR amiesl @ e o ufd
o BT O U WY Siea-Sefl SO W T hded Bl IR W@y
B adft SRl Hm OB W W oshwl T - YRR AEAW @
yae | 39 gfaw & fow 9§ 39 @t @ ot @ g, S
HE THN WY GiSHl % dgd (e ® UE T e gers o
ATl €| TR TG, Agenstl Td oS =6l &l shIH! Gheen e
qo1 39 UNEN o 39 HE H BN ATl Sevds @9 ¥t s sl
TR A 25,000 o i TRN GO € S SHeRT Wil @9 of Heh|

TEF H I Gaoh U WRed e ug AU giaume Iuetsd
T B H A € R @ orgdel oF ol WM ¥ WKl Hueial
& fafad o9 SHal B ot SHHT " W B Goh | afwererd o
TR 2ol o EAM € B | Sl See™ H 6 Wl Wit e €,
IH YR e W el U 9 gfed foerdt ®1 ema weft o forg sEmn
T YE WeA hw, A0 B %I UM B TEeh dedl Y, HeeM
W W-@E ¥ Y S H ®ME AOH] o g1 O o9 TH SR
TR TH F v F gema oft 3 TR D

B0 e Sa ¢ fop fafire woreen gfawt wo e e gigemg
SRR S e W g wdl 21 B TS HeAW el ol el #
TR WA glawed ¥ gH @WRed s @i W, df 3ae &
oS TR H AR FOS T T W Tem R d I S OH
e Tafercar gfaen @ @bl § wHert g o qopl @i e
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TS g A 9RAE 65 9% I SY Hl UR K WA IHRAS @@
MES W GiauT Td wWed Hal U S% STevash @rHieeh gREm o
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¥ guR foedr S =feq difh Ue @Y ]9 w1 Ao gitEa feen
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o o2 M W giva #1 T weh giauret # e S e &
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M AR Ofedh TE N @ W TR W dgad ghedl gHved i
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5 forem ifa*

3y it U ST favafarmer, sTetehes g ‘g e |ifg @i
Nano Architecture & Mobile Oriented Digital Institutes Framework
(NAMODI)” foma TR AifSa A Te & 5§ 3goeT 6 H 3T
P W= B @ T WY € ST % Wik SR Wiehfaesh foRmd il wH
TE WA SR ufes TR eehes W S g3 g@ 3R wifd 1 S9e 8
w2l

Tod Teet, H F8l 39 A e o faw W A, sfeenfr ik
T B AT S 7 A W T e e e e e
e yrElies €, oY w9 ¥ U@ g9 S gq gl i o WY Hed
fietert. @ wgH @Ik gerl Treifiehl &1 SuXdt g8 SAfaal 1 e e
& fog 7 e A 9 SR T G0 @ § Fefweeo F # av
SRR B &Y ST Wit Ten if o Ty ek oAk gfteshion S i STreggshl
213 aR ®, § we1 =g fh 7€ qeier feid Heequl Bl 59 weier |
T 3R i wei § i feqemenl =1 T 9o 99 WS T The
foran 21 fawa <5 favivsl R fagHi g7 @81 =9ea fhU T iR RER T
fpu U fomm g U fen |fifd GaR e % @ w6 sy yifad
| g I8 SR G ® fop 50 weier o fefieat sfean eat = aed
39 I BE TS $e % WieAd W Sied Gal 9IS q9) S % Wie-we
"Nano Architecture & Mobile Oriented Digital institutes Framework

(NAMODI)" 3R fefsea fren & shaioem 2q @ Hifaal o == &1
Sl

fordt o T2 =& form e o, s=ifa wd w@nfimm eifSia w9 & fon
forfera el wmel i gt sravesmar # iR e o wmed At frafo
o gt & erfaftea waifie weequt gftesr fen i) faen Hifa w1 @ 2)
e H et & ufted o fren W fad e €, df %S 9 W AA-afegss o
*7¢ fwrem fifq 3R Nano Architecture & Mobile Oriented Digital Institutes

Framework (NAMODI) foma w omifsd siadsda wdied o SA |,
MEHeH, TA WY (12 e, 2016)
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TEHITH 3 €1 Access and Equity to quality education are the two prime
pillars of a good education system:—

(%) W& (Access) — =i forenm ¥ femneff oik Ak 1 wg= &
fieR B =1feq| oe 39 fogid W i § ff 2 oAt & forw
farem affordable &I

(@) |uar (Equity) — 2T=81 f¥1en 7 %aet ga=! 9g9 § 7l dfes edt
1 FAM TUrerargul e ure s 1 SaER el sr=st e W
ot =t faee = wfsmme 98 =1 9= 7 3

(A1) UTET (Quality) — fr&m =T o TH B w1feT S A Hhad
3% o Ife o et a9 e & U ey fave vl
ot S|

(%) wrEfieRdar (Relevance) — e Tet &t 5t R fava o 3w o
E S Heh | o1en % AeFRA 1 T, T IR, 9whtd
T gl Sfed Siell & 1ol S ST SfEu) e 2
ot =1 == T @, S faEnfi & ®RER @ WY (nourish)
T ® YT ST g T 3R STk i A (Interest)
U1 H TH |

FHAE § WRa W TUeRR e 39 1 Sed @ e s wfawn fosmtea
B Toreyut e w1 @1 € foER (M), TERR (e Se) a9 IR
(g 3Mefa oTsi) 3 arelt et wEmd WR W aigdr R &, Yl
TR R F4Ia TSR (skill development) @en  favafaeme™ TR W fo=R
1 T ) THer =Ifew 20 &R W A 1 Bel @Al 3evae ¢l Head, Heart
and Hand & & o &e1 f&an Su 3iR 9T aadl %H B STevas 8

foren el 81 S AIER] i oSt Td e S SR T gar
(skill development) T& 3Tffa & TON ¥ = 9AT dlfh 98 T &
Y A fou i o g1 1ot g1 & § §4 eR § a1 T el
Felt H adt & AU ASUe, e USUe qe1 U9 off W & el wtaa
foru gu srwefl 7 aeeH fohan 9@ 77 wdiia e € for s=u foren aret w=
3 TR & @197e § ot e 9 W owE o & forg faew €

Tk S AR W AT G a1 © S H Y Gren KA e fom v
TASETZSIE 1 I 8 3R HER fqHe Y B ® T g W R o e
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forenm fifq TEf BT =feT ST EART ST el diet ol SeHrarst @ od 3
& WY-TY S AT WeRfd IR TR W Sg W @ faawes %
=i § Education is a process by which character is formed, strength
of mind is increased, and intellect is sharpened, as a result of which
one can stand on one’s own feet.

TR el fen sreffursi o WY-wiY $eu i, GAN SR T & foy
HoleaT SN FHYU 3R HET hded U W A 18T o WieEH © Sl ol e
X UE Heqy B € T fnen o 39 wived godi o wfd omE % e @l @
S Heepd aierd § s foet g € 3R fSeh R qRdid Heepta wed
nfgarfed Bt @1 21 39 W faad s B SR ot fen Hifa o Sfaew
forenm W etferss &1 < @M

@A | e @ T fomm & goa fawat S/ sdifaent, e, i
TS o S7e2 o wia off ferenfelai o wfa o ¢ 21 s feenedl qepient
T USTRGE! Wl hiE shi SR & ST01 &4 ohisd id € S T
T ot 81 T T= 98 ® o o et difedl o faw ga fomm fawe
o Expert @i 3fcdd STavaehdl €1 oi&d # applied science R technology
w1 fa&hT® pure science @ &TF W € UG €1 o7, &W =9 faun o
Fefifad SR HE B

e o W @™ % W S HTd S H1 AEvashdl 2l
Innovative ideas f¥tem Tgfd &1 9 3R f&en w5 Tk F1 Innovation
is change that unlocks new values. In fact, it distinguishes between
a leader and follower. T&Td dT(Heh 3feae AEHAT 3 HEl ol
“Imagination is more important than knowledge. Knowledge is limited.

Imagination encircles the world.”

ST STMH-UI hi THEAST o fRIe0 & fa 219 9Rew # Innovative
T, Imagination 3R Hageiierdr foefia s o forg fien yomedt gemes
B, 98 3TEvIh Bl S o fou B9 He Wd € T o e o qew @i
o & Hfgel HEIR S Gen S 21 g T ot € fF women friendly
tools fasrfaa &= o fow 3= e Seuml wd oy Seuml &t 9= o
G 2 U €| gH 98 off drem =ifey R e o € T sun s faen
HEAM 7T e W I | I+ el T8l & Ui ¢ TS foh S aqueq
? IR = 9 oo W, TR, YRV Ud 39 1 fafr= gmenet & gHeE &
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few woa W W Innovative solutions @Y &l 31 UM €1 FB TH
Innovative products o SEETT % &Y H SAN HEH 3T 8 ifeh e
®Y § 3% 84 %A product SR FEA el Y 9T B

€ 99, 9¢ 9¥F TE AU Innovation ® BHRT <91, sHR Toam wEemd
Y Age F TR © IR 27 H GEEET & GHHE % AU = T R
| fonerest gr1 forenfelai =1 weel U U GeATcHsh SIER0 | S0l
e TE ifere 9 foefad fohan S =mfeu) § o9 Suftea gt fanfesy
Y oY we fm 39 Ko & 9 oo W ik geme

forerent &1 o oy AR fren &t 9@ 1D ¥ S@U ¥ 79 e u%
31Eed g1 B R ‘% MR % @, Feh @] 9, SR & S
5 mifa= o s o o= fonerss o wif=te & & @l o foren
et 1 YR T ok aord uReer | et 3R B % Hey off 9t €
AT I8 A & T 3ok o9 Tk Wiereqs Hau o o5 F gad ST
IU wioT ufiftafl & o o sga =1 Qed a1 21 oS R e §
9gd % WM TH ® S wa: 3T Wed €1 39 R0 e oft @ R g
WU o foaiia uS § Sk Wid e SR GHAU o el § HH 3 T
B ek g o 8 ®© wifdehd IRerdl shi SEd gu et =t afier
A EISE Gedl & UR W YA qiefad s g, e e 9t
URerdHl o Gael W ATl i TR e ST Weh| S 3R | 90 o S9h
& o | < forenfag s Aok ot @R € ook gaeHere 3 diue. &
fornfeai & Zero Lecture Class &1 2139a &I s6eht Aaaa foeneff gas
Y oM a% fedt oft favm W HaR ek aieet o 9 T g 9 e
fareror wgfd ¥ Innovation @ qualitative and quantitative i @@ W
U B

A § TR 39 H T 36000 ol €1 57 favafammemt | o 2
g TMEe 8 ad Bid & TS 9§ H19 TH 9fqed & research and
development o & H I €| 7€ 37ishgl 9gd & & €| 58 Hawrd Hererme™
Eae U H B| Uk Wik arell el T € foh WEEd 9 Hehedl W W
Thel Big o1l seal 1 Ffaeid 50 Ufed € Sk Gohed ¥ TR TR W
Thel Bled a1 Hfaerd 37 Ufaed 21 S YN, SR SR 9 wios S
a1l B % TRl Big I 1 Fiaed 20 Ffavd 71 9Ra ¥ 18 ¥ 23 99 &
o= o faenfefai @t == fo1em o Gross Enrolment Ratio 20.4 wfqer @
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Stafer Tqui fawa § 7€ Gross Enrolment Ratio 30 Wfawrd 81 1erfq GER
i df¥eeh & o TEY o o ToTg 89 &H | &H 2000 ¢ et
T T I B

Theh foIU 9gd o€ e § GHIE 1 SAeRTHdl e 3R WEae G
AR TR Wet S o) Tieteht s e B, a4t forve o o= fervaferamera
o 9Rd o fqvafaamerl =1 7w o1 o oK qd i wifq faden o famnef
Tgl 27eeH o fou eTeRfia g aRdra fomnfer o foset foran & wfa sterdor
? 3R 98 MRl BAN Sreferawe ¥ i 80,000 g o Hided fenctent
T 3w sreferaeen § g i 2l

TH Y 30 fYnen deri ot fava o gates grumi § witd w3 %
fore fren =t forvr-arg 1R TorE § STHe-9e GUR I B 9, shivre
foma, Safiar, saawfas fmo td 3wt SwEIfan | agd g 3 ghml
e Th foiena e € o g 3w H Wi gt SR ke Teilt eeet
1 ISR & Tieran €, o€l Se S o i hed © foh 3= er=s skilled
employee TEM ¥ &l fierd &1 g@en a1 9% € o ward foen wgfa o
el g ferar 2 freen swRor e s 3R faenfier o ste o e 2
TH HIEC i HH H oh AL ST SFA T 18 S0 H g5 AR
Td WESE B SR N U T T avashdrel o Ui el g
=few) e we@qUl @ ot ? T Tt ot W o o fen 3 o
fora foren Heoml oF U9 GEIHE wel ¥ AU | TR U TS & i g
gl e 39y W TRagdes faeR s wiey fh eun fuen gwem e
THEA % qEe ¥ e T Wi 8 wehd €, 98 grkEd #id gu
for fren =1 vg= W@ wd weEm o &I affordability o = S fearsh
favafaamer™ai § endowment fund, alumni donation, T%a Y rai §
3G ST Ua giafiiel i aReafaal o Sherel saeHI e S o A
SIS o W W A 30 UR Tl ! heldIgds 98T S & IE s
w, H foren ST @ omeaH HE 7 9 59 g9 R vefiar 9 foaae sk
$ Uifesh el oh WY A Y|

Today's world is technology-driven world and technology is

developing and changing very rapidly to make permanent changes in
our lives, our social behaviour, closure of several traditional businesses,
yet creation of totally new and innovative business opportunities.
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BY 3 JeFAIetell bl IO e oF FER-WHR SR S+ ok folg S S
=1fewl Distance Education, Edusat 3 3Tefeh qehriieh o qeM & T
e W G Ml ok | haol ¥1en Uge ehdl ? Sfee e Y qoren
ff GUR TWehd T UE o TE B Wehdl o STAGhes A1 UGl US ok il
1 ML & Gaied, ferhl F1 FoES a1 qAsS el & iR
9 el "ok R o S8 Interaction ¥ onwifEd B wehl AR qeE W
HIE 70T o1 370 e € R & Uik iioh ¥ oo femnfeal =1 et Hend
& d " @19 technology o HIeaH § 378" o 71 Y T o ferniefa
T FA e g Hehall

oY feem | AT 15 TR 2016 Sl HHE GEEA O WA Th
FE ST T WO O ST @ ® TR AW “SWAYAM (Study Webs of
Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds)” BN 98 & TH 99 d2d
g forger werq | |t fawa o fau Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOCs) & H1eaq ¥ fo1eror s} oo BTl 3 hiEl i g9 9Rd oh
S-S d% BN U9 et & Anies o fau foeeni o wareE o
ToERITS WEY | e WA TEH U fomneff, St 3eus & & o fammedt
&, ShTHehTS Wtheed e fSeiq shichs Big o 8, U9 fomneff 57 s o
fEel o "ol 39 ST o ded YIeTor i Siieied g qen qieg o
AT ol S UF 3! AFgal o Halfeeh 3= TSR 3 Su| arkqa
T SWAYAM T& THT §9 Sy ST 9 9t &l ool ua wwit fran
faer 9a & "o Wy €, o e B % 99 & fYen | e @
e = SR ST

Toren o gwiferator < fora Aa Sarem fasra Jare™ = faernsta @Ry
o= H € S R T what dieifeR gum 21 feaeh ded #E o safe et
& o Tohell 8§ Uk f¥1eh o ®9 H 310 YT 3 Hehal €1 THH R AE-fRre
2l 3 9 enrolment U € SH weaa efey, gSifer, faere,
I T o Rerwd stfuenr wihet € S 1ol et o SRt |iee
IR, SoRar I TR ST F haw faenfeat 1 won faerd ® afew
d Sk Se % el | e B 2

a1t el 72 f¥ren ifd w6 NAMODI FRAMEWORK W fa=R-Heq o fag
fava o emw foenfag, qeisifos, ©d vead favive sufted 2
NAMODI FRAMEWORK siRa o f¥rem # shifaeery afads o= o fou w
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Teeehiel IR TSl Teet 1 3HH Y o gfea”, Yok 5 gfean”, “femat
gfea” 3 “wres 9N SAEE” S 3 W UEel i Hieded S
4R 32 G H H1 Al 1 T8 FHEFA R IR o AU Tk Grefifen
fo1e == SUcted U Wehal & IR AT qen el 9RA & w9 1 A
STEHAT %1 HH T Tohal 81 TEE AT o wl F TEd BE B w®E
Tag ot e SR SfaeR Wi @ weh |eft i e fawm o e &
Y- 3-g9 off T B T o 70 oeteh Fil AL 37oh olaeR i
TG W, IHE Fohtl TE 379 JIeX A ohi ST Y Fohdl|

T A R wER fen O S =ifeT S e, wiaes,
TEeierd R Gageiieral S O 1 faehtd Y Weh S Ush T Gh
1 SER 1 H ST g flt 1 =g fearn =redt § for fomeh T @ wfes
3Gk AR o SR @ & aEa

&0 9e TR g W fren o wee 9 weftuifa afifea €) fren frede
To® o1 Yot 1 § GEhd w1 U Yolleh $TYA Al =R S 39 YR 2

“ e T T SRR, IgUE 7 9 AR

=4 &d 9dd 1§ e, foenes gdys g

39 Yolieh W el T ® TR foEn oF wed o o B0 3W 7 =R 50
THd & 3K T & ST SHRT BT T GHhd 21 U A § A TEél S Hehel
R = TS @=l, g€ Ia & §edl €1 SHieT e gHen Hied e e,
SO I Heloh WY WS =ET SR $Eeh STAT TAS o & oh fa e
=ifeul

=9 fogn o, 7 fan ifa =61 F0 IRG TR 1 T WA w5 2
wgfEduRer IR aguelia el uhan, TSy 159 @ik Ui 'R W fafie
ool © waifu stfemes ==ie ot snfret ®, o weag 9 et 1 39 ufw
o wnfhel 8 SR AT STd hed o STee e w71 fenfesy, faeemi,
fafaer drame, o, steamen! SR wfafty feeml &1 ariiedt 9 st &
i @R g3e & 2

TRA 1 SHEGI S 125 HUg € AN e ool o o5 f¥ien &
o # oot wifd 1 @ IR T o g9 gHR) GIRRdl U o
12 yfqera oft 31k 2Tt 74.04 e €1 T STt o weR At off g H
g0 FB HE G S| S| TR W We WA € fF 3HE T 1968 3R
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1986 ® ferem ~ifq st oftl @ret 7@ 30 =i # R fava § srvpayd ¥OR wo
drerer Hifean wifa ong ©1 T uRtfeefa o war fen ifq § ot srye-ga
fterds sTavae 2|

B U fyen =fifq 1 W€ G9R S =ifee fSEH E for Education
g 9 @ dafew E for Engaging, E for Equitable, E for Economic, E for
Effective, E for Enterprising, E for Erudite, E for Efficiency, E for

Excellence, 37fE fog wmifeq e =nfeq)

H 59 9 1 ft Sco wE AR fF HE Hed, AR 3R @
g & 21 TR AN | % ] WEM o GHF HE Sl €| S bl
ST h1 STE-THM T ANMEU| FHA SR STAIR] 1 o I8 I oA
wifen f&R <@ w1 wfgsr B w1 YEE w1 @ e iR gt | ik
F B H gredt § fe emyfer faem oIk Afaew 9ol 9§ e weed
Siferss gumett @ 'H ood 3w i fava g # sfud o Ko o
TR e

REEEIH|
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UIHEAT BT faehe &g T SSETet

158 TorRIy HereT ol HiTee, SR | HHS vl faent w %
IgEeA IR o =R afetal stel o fafear wm=hfen @ sgeme fhan s
2, % S W AT Fah §ie IUA BT G I Y 1 9 8 @I
Bl g9 Gt ® fF 3@ O W GEAE GEAEST, Sid hIve o e
seftar w3 o USfia gdg <t St wE "em Wew & shivel fashre Hi
gt <yer Sieh ==l Sufterd 2

e R Yferd o skl o i o SRISHTR qRs i whivret foeRE
B SRR A v H w A e wa e, e
THR 3N H5 GEhT o hiTe [T HATCE 1 JUHN hierel Torhrd
HE 1 T H TE T A 2

IR 1 S HT T 65 Fawrd A Jar & K o 35 o6 9 %9
Y & €1 98 99 &1 9 2 % g vfe % w0 o fid 3@ sHaifesa
A (demographic dividend) 1 ST &1 ITAN TEHRHS T& GoHTS
®Y 9 | TH 3@ Ja1 VI Hl TA HI9el TS T TS Hioh 39 TR
o AT & W T 99 FHEE o Fehd &1 BHY o8 WRd i {ave %
T gdsss wuet awBd & UHE % ®9 § fasmigd w3 2

T 2025 q @ 9RG T 70 gfawa SHar working age i 3R
-H-Te oS M W B @ R % N0 g FgHE © o 9 § wgd
St @ 7 AR 1 o 8RNI W research study ¥ Ig wal wel € fh
skill =T = & N1 39 9 SAfuee « unemployable B 3R zHe
=ed industries 1 productivity =T fSH9 IcARA HY AN 9€ Hehall
2

TS FUN G < T S0 € STl 3T skill training o HROT HeTgd
e WAl 1 productivity TS ST B, Wi € SR @ off %9 )
Tafery g o U™ SR R Chinese Goods &1 I=&d 21

*| 5ol foeis Weresl el I, SR W YA i foah™ dheg ok SgEMEA
& FEE W AT, SR (25 SHEd, 2017)
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TH STgEH € TR e W 2022 9% 50 g AR eAfe ot st fafee
vocational training skills & Wf¥Tetor <71 STawas &M &Y 39 @1a o ot
T T BN foh w1 f¥nen =n 23f¥ten g9 skill development programme
# entry =1 barrier 7 & ST #ifeh g T «aran T ® % vocational
training school & admission & foTq afredl T BT S 21 S6 =gd
ISt g | sifvrfaa wd oteu fufara st &1 39 W 9 afed ® S
1 T

Skill development & F&@ ! 36 33MEI0 H T 7= TE THS S
el € foh Toh RAie o TER 9Ra | oS 2 @@ skilled drivers @1
€ el o ol USHIR ! qoler § 3eR-9-3eR 92 @l 81 el Th 3R
TEeRl 1 S & T T AR oI HrEikd el | YA vl Te el
& H9E BH U g1 H Hed SR Gge gElenTt gAR 39 W OB ® @R
THeh =oTd Wide §gd AR STH-HTel i eifd eidl © S 39 i off s
TFHEM A TSl Bl qY Gt & o el fenet Saeime iR | didd
Tigel o FiaTid 10 oG il ol gEa oh ®9 H WL 39 SR ST
S-S T T8 @M 1 T 7 helel 3! USHIR S 3T dfeeh
e gEeAsT H ot SHY FIBT A S

3T o AT foeht o WY-|Y YSHIR & ¢ 3TaER gied fory s
@ o e wifa giafved & o fow g8 a8 w9rg e =ifen % &a
AT HTe FEEA 1 Tafire vl 9 go | el 1 ¥ e ®
ey ® Forafor e o, eMESt & 1 qor | B A SATE AR w1 G
BN W 59 T o o & 8 o S s e R, ael Wt e
Yo 3R SHY Gafed danefi o skill training ™ €1 S focus €1 BT
1 o1q 98 ot 8 T construction o &5 H We® ST unskilled persons
(83%) =HTH Y T B 37d: 39 & W TRy e fau S 1 avgshan 2
TETT o, Tel o TR o He S T, §ued 3R HeHftd evash
H

a1 sfean, fefoea sfean qen g1 aiomn sk 5@ sevg @ o E €
ST 3GY 7 e TWHH IR Trede Yo § Apfal o fow & ofe o sfess
@ Ul HAEE A1 W YE H Goh IR T i off ISR T g 3
Il o got H € safidr {1 9 90 % thad TR W g
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ol ST Wehal 21 TEH Wigde YRR 1 o Sg-wgel fEEE o B SR
TfseTeh-WTgae-UIeRi¥TT Higa (PPP Model) 1 Sifereh-H-21fieh ST s
ZATI

T job oriented T31aT YoTedt &1 &S vocation oriented & gomedt
wR ot 3o ot 3 wfew) Wy €, gEe SR g |9ie W sead &1 o
aTder 21 BUR THS | vocational training S T €9 § %Y Hgd Td
T 9 €1 UH 2@ T © R WA § white collar job S arel i
] oSt € Sl € Seifeh SAee] Bie-se el § mason, electrician,
plumber, fitter, mechanic, drivers SeaTTe =i 3Tca= 3frevaehal g1 fEoeh
S HEMTR H d et Henefl oh fory, welten el et € S gHd S wuge
gt T WK AR § ot o fAu S, wiee, wHe, S -
q dieeet SW = 8T WK Sageh! S SfegH id gU IEl Tl B TS
T feena 2l

T AT 1 HeGH I EU WA TR 3 Teh 41 HAeE higret
faehtd HaTerd 1 oA feren € TSR Sgva genet @i faviy wfiero <
3= T UEE HEEHE A 21 U RIeTT o g g9 A1 @ WRISTR 6]
Tehd € A1 TR 310 ArerargER frdt wfasem o et derg ] wehd €1 ]
sreeenet § I8 g i 1 e g, fase @1 & g, W g St
amfefer SHfa ot =i

Skill development programme IR s%d BT W Hfes sl =HIfl 1
off &AM T B S SIS o word fova W 3 | ISt ¥ seend o
FHROT AR T 3Afefer it § geet AU geed S8 gy deey,
LS Y 3N 379 technology related sectors § 3ca=1 BITi| & SEeh!
37+t W ST TR BAR gastl i 39 et sTawaeh skills § wfvifar e
BN ek of <1 oherel e et ATl oh1 WHAT Y ¥oh Siceh BHRI 39
9 & § fava &1 Aga R Toh|

Faretl o TRIeel ¥ & 9Rd Sl 9YS TS faswfad e &t oo o
A1 ST Hehell 1 IdHH TS wfasd, <Al 1 GeU gt o1 gansti & el o
2 TS UE S0k hITTel e <ardl X & 9 I Sustainable Development
Goals & *ff 37 =Tl =h! yg@ar & foan T & qen T 2030 T Gl
USIR o™ o1 o8 e o oo 3 T 2
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THHST hivTel fehTe ehsl © Wl WiRIeT0T IS oh qed Tt Fehi
FT ZEA W g, AF € H YK T [G9R § FHRHS Ja HE |
Heel YSTR 01 @ & dfesh WU T8 Safdar & a5 § off a9t gfden
%1 U= % @ 21 98 off gelt %1 o ? for uRaie wfe & @y
TU-T Hehral | ST FIIRTOT o IROTHEEY eak 9 HEIEE R THe B

TE SH % qed S RN T, hell iR sfeifay ufer genty
o1 dfga STEN GhHfed e @1 21 arkdd |, 391 o 39 dfead Suit o
o g wfvteror =1 SOW etEeR €, S fawwan, e Td SRS 9 e €
3R 1o foehra 1 *iE Orl g@ @ 21 39 YR o ATy 9
I | -9 qead g Fehal g

S ek 0§ garsl ¥ oS o 9id 9gd ool 8l 3% S HUS,
el T R SoATe WHiEAl TEE B Bl S S9! farred o forg ufg
21 &9 =18 W =feT & 9% ois wei-T-hel FHee FRT ST FI &
HRO & W YohH T UEHl €1 3R BH U R AR v i frhiaa
FOT A TH A o 39 Al diesh THA TN o STaA-WR Hl Sl 33
HT 3R Make in India ! T 9 §1E o1 FoRd|

Vocational training has the power to transform India into the skill

capital of the world. ™ FHET &5 T=R § FeHs el faemq s
T T o T H s TR T TE TRE IR <A 1 a3 gl

g &<l
SOR
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KNOW INDIA PROGRAMMES*

It is indeed my pleasure to be here today amongst this
youthful gathering of 40 participants of Indian Diaspora. | hope you
would have enjoyed the hospitality extended to you by the people
and he concerned authorities and witnessed rich cultural and
historical heritage of India. While returning to your country, you
will be carrying alongwith you some sweet and lasting memories
and homely feelings about Indian traditions and culture etc. Such
regular visits assume significance as they strengthen the special
relationships amongst our countries and especially amongst person
of Indian origin. Let me assure you all that India extends you its
unbound love, unlimited affection and unconditional support. The
Indian Diaspora, today, has grown into an energetic and confident
community of over 30 million that have given India a presence in
all continents of the world. It makes all Indians proud when the
overseas Indian Community is recognized for its work culture,
discipline, social values and capacity to integrate successfully with
the local communities and respect their traditions. You people have
not only left our footprints in your respective countries but also
impressed spiritual and cultural imprints in the hearts of the natives.
One thing | would like to impress upon you is that structurally
Indian plural groups present one culture, may be small or large in
size, but all of them display a sense of solidarity among themselves.
Indian civilization is distinguished from other civilizations in respect
of its continuity and diversity, its accommodating history and its
composite character. The groups that migrated to India were able
to maintain their unique cultural identities within a larger society

*Address on the occasion of Call on the 40 participants from 10 countries
under the 'Know India Programmes’, Parliament Library Building, New Delhi
(23 October, 2017)
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and their values and practices were accepted by the other cultures.
Today, we are a robust, stable and one of the fastest growing
economies in the world. Besides having a formidable industrial and
manufacturing base, we have developed one of the world's largest
pools of scientific and technological manpower. We have achieved
all this despite numerous challenges — such as poverty and terrorism.

Indian Government is working on the fronts of Make in India,
Clean India Mission. Rejuvenation and Inter-linking of rivers,
sustainable development, skilling the youths, developments of green-
technologies and environment issues, waste-to-wealth, ease of doing
business, renewable resources of energy etc. This provide ample
opportunities for entrepreneurship and growth. Be a part of this
growth process | am sure this will complement your education,
talent, professionalism and innovative ideas. | wish you all success
in your future endeavours. Also lots of blessings to all of you.

Thank you.
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Iv.

ENVIRONMENT, ECOLOGY AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT







POVERTY ERADICATION AND SDG*

Distinguished Delegates, As we are inching closer to the timeline
for adopting Post 2015 development goals we are coming across
views where reconciliation seems far more challenging than ever
before. This is not only politically untenable; it is also economically,
unviable and morally indefensible. Clearly, therefore, ending poverty
must be the central and overriding objective of the new
development agenda for the post-2015 period. The recommendations
of the Open Working Group are quite encouraging.

Friends, as you may recall, at the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012,
Member States agreed to establish an inter-governmental open
working group to design Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The
Open Working Group suggested set of new Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) to replace the MDGs at the end of 2015. The vision is
for the goals to promote both sustainable development and poverty
eradication. The proposal has 17 goals and 169 targets. The OWG
engaged several governments and thus reflects a collectively agreed
view.

Distinguished Delegates, The most important concern about the
SDG proposal, and one which deeply questions its potential impact,
is the fact that it covers a huge territory. The first 16 goals address
priority areas that increased the ambition on existing MDG goals
(poverty, food security, health, education, gender) with added
dimensions on economic sustainability (inclusive growth, jobs,
infrastructure, industrialization) environmental sustainability (climate
change, oceans and land based ecosystems, sustainable consumption
and production). In order to achieve effective reliable development

* At the 132 IPU Assembly, Hanoi, Vietnam (29 March, 2015).
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data collection is a major challenge before the policy makers. It is
an important issue how we collect timely and high-quality data.
Usage of frontier technologies assumes key significance in this
context.

Distinguished Delegates, In my view, this agenda is a unique
opportunity for the international community to redouble its
commitment for ending poverty and hunger and to set the world on
a path to sustainable development. We need to analyse why we are
ending up with a state of affairs where we have uneven achievement
of MDGs across all different regions of this world. Some may point
out the failure of the global partnership to support the efforts of
the most vulnerable developing countries. In my view immediate
relevance of the goals to the local priorities at the national and
sub-national levels actually holds the key.

It is in this context, | feel, we need to concentrate on some of
the most fundamental issues that remained at the core of the
development debates. As Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, India's
leading political philosopher and mass leader once said and | quote.
“Integral humanism is the basis for development as it espouses
indigenous economic model that puts the human being at the center
stage” Unquote—This year, we are celebrating his birth centenary.
With this integral approach we need to focus on issues related to
Inter-generational equity; inequitable nature of development
between nations; requirement of financial assistance and technology
transfer from developed countries to developing countries; enabling
more equitable growth versus environmental concerns. The
democratic deficit in global governance institutions also need to be
seriously addressed.

Distinguished Delegates, | strongly feel that development at the
most of our culture is not sustainable. Our past tells us how
civilisational strengths may steer us through the contemporary
challenges. | find culture in Vietnam quite fascinating. India’s linkages
with Champa civilization dated back to centuries.
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It is indeed my privilege to be in this beautiful city of Hanoi and
I am grateful to have this opportunity to express my views on such
a relevant topic. India has been following a tradition to ensure
sustainability which is clear from an old text from Sanskrit. | take
the liberty to quote it:

gaed e vadasemUed|
fompoeft THeqed areeRRl e

This is in English translates to:—

(O Mother Earth, the Goddess who is having ocean as her clothes
and mountains as her bosom, who is the consort of Sh. Vishnu,
| bow to you; please forgive me for touching you with my feet.)

In this text there is a deep reverence for the mother earth
which give us all natural resources which points out to our regard
for sustainability. Partnership with modern Vietnam is a matter of
great pride and satisfaction. | keenly look forward for Vietham playing
a key role in advancement of SDGs in the region. Being part of
world’s most dynamic region of ASEAN, I’'m sure Vietnam would
provide a leadership role.

Mr. President, Since Independence India has provided assistance
to partner countries for their economic and social development.
When developing countries like India can help, certainly the
developed countries should be more generous. India’s support is in
line with Indian philosophy of returning back more than what one
receives. Infact in a prayer we say that Oh God please keep my
mental framework such that | always remain committed for giving
more than what | receive. This has helped in advancing production,
exports and in job creation.

Vietnam-India partnership for better rice production and export
of black pepper are some of the bright examples of this partnership.
Initially technology for production was shared between the two
countries. Vietham is a major rice exporter now and pepper import
from Vietnam doubled during 2014 in India. India has imported
roughly 4,500 tonnes.
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Distinguished Delegates, It is important that we evolve our own
indigenous ways of achieving sustainable goals. | would like to
mention of few recent schemes launched by India for promoting
inclusion and social advancement.

The initiative of ‘Jan Dhan Yojana’ or 'National Mission on
Financial Inclusion’ which aims at covering all households in the
country with banking facilities and having a bank account for each
household is just one example of empowering people and unleashing
their entrepreneurial energies. The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme
to promote Girl Child and educate Girl Child brings girl child at focus
of all effort for development. India is satisfied with overall
deliberations, held on Sustainable Development Goals. This outcome
needs to be preserved and alongside, focus should be on
strengthening global partnership for development in coming months.

Mr. President—

To conclude, India is committed to working with international
community to craft an ambitious, comprehensive and equitable
development agenda with poverty eradication at its core. The Indian
Parliament is ready to play its role in this noble endeavour.

Mr. Chairperson, | would be failing in my duties, if | do not make
a mention of the gracious hospitality being extended to us by the
great people of this great Country. | am sure, we all will carry very
cherished memories of our stay in Hanoi and our deliberations will
contribute immensely towards positive outcomes on all these vexed
issues being faced by the mankind.

Thank you.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GOALS NEED COLLECTIVE EFFORTS*

I am very honoured to be here among all of you at the
South Asian Speakers’ Summit on ‘Achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals’ jointly organized by the Bangladesh Parliament,
the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and the Campaign for Tobacco-Free
Kids. | take this opportunity to thank the organizers for convening
this Summit meeting to discuss and deliberate an issue which has
a bearing on the South Asia region as a whole and the countries of
this region individually.

The South Asia region, which is one of the most populous regions
in the world, has immense potential for growth and development;
at the same time, we have to face many challenges in realizing our
goals. As Parliamentarians and as Speakers of the National Parliaments,
it is our duty how to turn these challenges into opportunities for
our peoples and also for the entire region. While discussing the
Sustainable Development Goals, | am reminded of the adage that
poverty anywhere is a threat to prosperity everywhere and it is
more so in a globalized economy of mutual inter-dependence.

In my view, this agenda is a unique opportunity for the
international community to redouble its commitment for ending
poverty and hunger and to set the world on a path to sustainable
and inclusive development. The larger goals of Sustainable
Development are interwined with the issues of regional connectivity
and regional cooperation. South Asia has not only a shared history
but also a shared destiny. We have age old cultural and civilisational
links. Our geographical and economic complementarities can be used

*At the opening session, of South-Asian Speakers’ Summit on achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals, Dhaka, Bangladesh (30 January, 2016).

127



for mutual advantage to improve the lives of peoples in entire
region.

The Sustainable Development Goals, have a more ambitious
agenda seeking to eliminate, rather than reduce poverty, and include
more demanding targets on health, educations and gender equality
to provide a life of dignity to all. It emphasizes the universal need
for development that is sustainable and inclusive and benefits all.
Besides, the agenda includes issues such as climate change,
sustainable consumption and production, innovation and the
importance of peace and justice for all.

India supports Sustainable Development Goals to be aspirational
in nature and that each country sets its own targets for achievement,
so that the sovereignty of each State is retained. We acknowledge
that each country has the primary responsibility for its own economic
and social development and the role of national policies, domestic
resources and development strategies specific to its own
circumstances and priorities cannot be but overemphasized. There
are different approaches, visions, models and tools available to
every country to achieve sustainable development, which is our
overarching goal.

India’s stance that a universal agenda ought to be a
differentiated one based on the principle of Common but
Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) has finally been endorsed by
UN World Sustainable Development Summit in its outcome document.
While India is determined about its commitment to promote
sustainable development for its people and do its fair share for
global sustainability, it is equally important to ensure sustained and
greater international flow of financial and latest technological
resources to the developing countries. It is imperative that the
developed countries take the lead in rapidly moving towards
sustainable consumption and production patterns. It is in this
context that we need to concentrate on some of the most
fundamental issues that remained at the core of the development
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debates. First and foremost is the citizen: no development is possible
and sustainable unless it has a human face. As Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, India’s leading political philosopher and mass leader,
once said and | quote, “Integral humanism is the basis for
development as it espouses indigenous economic model that puts
the human being at the center stage”. Climate change is a major
challenge before all of us. We, in India, have always believed from
the ancient times that there cannot be any sustainable development
without nurturing the nature.

Since Independence, India has followed a path of sustainable
growth. From the very beginning, we have pursued the dream of
eliminating poverty and we stand vindicated that the same has now
been highlighted in the Sustainable Development Goals as the SDGs
commits to 'End Poverty in all its Forms Everywhere’. Similarly, the
issues of food security, health, quality education, gender equality,
etc. have always remained high on the developmental agenda of
our country. Sustainable Development Goals reflect the development
agenda pursued by India for years.

In this context, | would like to refer to some of the recent
schemes launched in our country for promoting inclusion and social
advancement. The initiative of ‘Jan Dhan Yojana’ or ‘National Mission
on Financial Inclusion’ which aims at having a bank account for each
household, is one example of empowering people through financial
inclusion. The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao or the scheme to protect
and educate the Girl Child brings them at the focus of all development
schemes. Make in India, Skill India and Digital India are some of the
other schemes which will enable us to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Parliaments, being representative institutions have to play key
role in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals. The
oversight and legislative functions of Parliament need to be
strengthened by focusing more on the Sustainable Development
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Goals, and by associating all stakeholders with the government-led
development processes.

We share the common goal of the international community for
the successful implementation of Sustainable Development Goals.
However, we also emphasize on ‘global partnership’, based on a
genuine understanding of the requirements, priorities, resources
available and native realities of the developing countries.

Before | conclude, | would like to emphasize that the
21st century belongs to Asia and the South Asian region, with its
tremendous potential in terms of human resources and various other
resources, has a pivotal role to make it happen. This can come
about only when we are able to surmount the challenges before our
countries and the South Asian region as a whole. We must share the
best practices and learn from each other's experiences, knowledge
and expertise. Mutual co-operation amongst us will surely accelerate
the growth and fast track the dream of achieving Sustainable
Development Goals to improve the lives of our people in the entire
region. This Summit of Presiding Officers of the region offers a
tremendous opportunity to show the way forward to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals. | do hope and trust that the
deliberations at the Summit will be productive and fruitful and
there will be many important take-aways from this distinguished
assembly.

May | also take this opportunity to heartily thank my sister, the
Hon’ble Speaker of the Bangladesh Parliament Dr. Shirin Sharmin
Chaudhury, Government of Bangladesh and IPU for making excellent
arrangements for this Summit Meeting.

Thank you.
LR
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ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS*

As we come to the conclusion of the South Asian Speakers
Summit on Sustainable Development Goals, | note with immense
satisfaction the fruitful discussions we have had since yesterday,
with insightful experiences and informed inputs from all the
Distinguished Delegates. We are beholden to Her Excellency Sheikh
Hasina, Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh, for her gracious
presence, which has certainly enhanced the significance and profile
of the Summit.

The global community has resolved to work over the next 15
years to achieve these ambitious goals which have a particular
relevance to the South Asian region. It is quite appropriate that
we, discussed at length the role of Parliaments in mainstreaming
this theme in public discourse and policy formulation. The political
system in this region, as anywhere else, revolves around the
institution of Parliament, an institution which occupies a pivotal
position in the constitutional scheme.

As we conclude the Summit, the take away from the deliberations
is that the seventeen sustainable development goals are indeed
actionable ideas which need to be instilled into the stakeholders’
minds to ensure their proactive involvement for giving shape to
these goals in terms of policy formulation and programme
implementation. Development, it needs to be reiterated, must be
made people-centric. This calls for a change in the mindset.

Addressing the prevailing gender inequity must be a central
part of this debate. In fact, | consider gender equity as an integral

*At the closing cermony, of South-Asian Speakers’ Summit on achieving
Sustainable Development Goals, Dhaka, Bangladesh (31 January, 2016).
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part of the developmental process. Development discourse would
be incomplete if it does not address the issue of gender equity.
We have to ensure a social order in which women occupy a place
on par with men in all walks of life.

This Summit has provided a great opportunity to redouble our
commitment to end poverty and hunger which are critical in setting
the path for achieving sustainable development in the South Asian
region and show the way to the world. South Asia presents a diverse
scenario of socio-economic development, where affluence co-exists
with poverty, as anywhere else in the world. What this means is
that the fruits of development have reached certain sections of
society, it has to reach the left out sections of society. We need
to ensure inclusive developmental process and it is in this context
that these goals can play a critical role. For example, Goal 16
highlights the significance of the institutions of governance,
inclusion, participation, rights and security which are all important
factors in achieving sustainable development. In fact, the test of
success of these goals lies in the ability of the system to reach out
to all the sections of people and make them stakeholders in the
process.

Poverty starts with deprivation of the basic necessities of
civilised life and leads to inculcating a negative mindset. Poverty
breeds this negative mindset and the negative mindset sustains
poverty. This vicious cycle must be broken. | am happy that we
have discussed the issue of tobacco consumption and shared our
experiences and ideas as how to combat it.

I must emphasise that communication plays a vital role in creating
awareness among the masses about these goals and the menace of
tobacco consumption. That being so, sensitisation is very critical
and the people must be made to understand the point. They must
be convinced that it is meant for them and they must be made
willing partners in the process. Once the apathy and distrust are
broken and the people are brought to the centre stage of policy

132



formulation, it becomes easy. It is here that Parliaments and
Parliamentarians play a constructive role by influencing policies and
programmes and winning the hearts of the people. The Dhaka
Declaration which we adopted here will be a milestone in our
quest for realising the Sustainable Development Goals.

With these words, | thank the Hon'ble Prime Minister of
Bangladesh, her Excellency Sheikh Hasina, for her gracious presence
at the Valedictory Function. | also thank the Hon’ble Speaker of
Bangladesh Parliament, Smt. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, for her warm
hospitality and for the excellent arrangements which have made
the Summit a grand success. We will carry home fond memories of
Dhaka and the fruitful discussions that we have had at the Summit.

Thank you.

133



BRICS PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION IN
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SDGs*

It is indeed a matter of great pleasure for me to associate
myself with you all today at this Meeting of BRICS Parliamentary
Forum to discuss and deliberate on one of the most important
topical global issues ‘Sustainable Development Goals’. The question
before us is how we, the Members of BRICS Parliamentary Forum
can deliver effectively in the process of the implementation of the
seventeen SDGs.

The post-2015 development Agenda which represents a
comprehensive list of global goals integrating the social, economic
and environmental dimensions of development is notable and relevant
for many reasons. It emphasizes inter alia ending poverty and hunger,
ensuring health, quality education while promoting inclusive growth.
It also seeks to achieve gender equality and empower women
everywhere. Building on the success and momentum of the
Millennium Development Goals, the SDGs, in fact, cover more
grounds, with ambitious plans to address various developmental
issues, in particular environmental hazards, Under Goal 13, the
imperative to take urgent action to combat climate change and its
impacts has been especially highlighted. Needless to say, addressing
such huge tasks needs concerted efforts at national, regional and
global levels to succeed in our endeavours. The success in achieving
the goals of SDGs depends on how well and effectively the nations,
and especially the regional associations, cooperate among themselves
by sharing experiences, technology and finance.

*At the Meeting of BRICS Parliamentary Forum on the sidelines of the 135th
IPU Assembly, Geneva (October, 2016).
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In this context, | would like to underscore that practices,
problems and experiences thereon are country specific. Every
country faces peculiar challenges and may follow different
approaches, visions, models and tools as available to them, in
accordance with the national circumstances and priorities. As far as
achieving these goals are concerned, right from the beginning, India
has its own vision of development and which is now mirrored
perfectly in the SDGs. The focus of our development is on inclusive
growth to ensure that no one is left out in development process.
We have the mission ‘Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas’ means participation
of all and development of all. One of the important initiatives taken
by the Government for financial inclusion is Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana providing for opening of accounts even with zero
balance. 'The Digital India Programme' has been started to transform
the country into a digitally empowered society and knowledge
economy. So far protecting and promoting of the environment is
concerned, in India, we have a great respect for nature. In fact,
there has been traditions and practices to worship mountains, rivers
and trees from times immemorial.

Friends, as we all know, BRICS has emerged as an important
association by bringing together five major emerging economies,
comprising 43 per cent of the world population, having 37 per cent
of the world GDP and 17 per cent share in the world trade. Starting
essentially with economic issues of mutual interest, the agenda of
BRICS meetings has considerably widened over the years to
encompass topical global issues. | welcome taking up such issues by
BRICS. In this context, the cooperation of BRICS nations, particularly
the Parliaments and the members of Parliaments is very crucial in
implementing the Sustainable Development Goals. Friends as you all
know, in India, we have hosted Meeting of BRICS Women
Parliamentarians’ Forum in August 2016 and the issue of
implementation of SDGs was discussed and deliberated upon. The
meeting was an endeavour on the part of the BRICS Women
Parliamentarians for enhancing parliamentary cooperation in

135



furthering the agenda of BRICS, which unanimously adopted the
Jaipur Declaration. Reiterating what | had mentioned there, | must
say successful implementation of the SDGs in the BRICS countries
should begin with a focus on the indigenous ways of achieving the
SDGs and in meeting the challenge of climate change. Making changes
in life styles will make us less dependent on energy and more
sustainable in our consumption. | strongly believe that mobilization
of financial resources as well as capacity building and transfer of
technologies to developing countries on favourable terms is the key
in the implementation of the SDGs. | do believe that women
Parliamentarians have special responsibilities in mobilizing the
participation of citizens, engaging them in governance processes,
helping to define development priorities and providing leadership
to grassroots organizations and initiatives.

There is no need to emphasize that Parliaments are powerful
agents of change. It is by ratifying international agreements,
translating the SDGs into enforceable national laws, monitoring their
implementation and ensuring Government’s accountability on SDGs
that Parliaments can drive that change. Parliamentarians can use
various parliamentary devices available to them to discuss and debate
the subject matters concerning SDGs in the House and thereby,
bringing the issues to the attention of public and the media.
Parliaments can ensure that an inclusive and participatory political
dialogue is followed in shaping national developmental priorities
within the broader framework of SDGs. Through parliamentary
reviews of proposed governmental expenditures, Parliaments can
ensure adequate financial resources are allocated to the achievement
of Sustainable Development Goals and the same are reflected in
national and local budgets. The mechanism of Parliamentary
Committees can be further strengthened to influence the
governmental policies on SDGs.

The cooperation and exchange of experiences among the
legislative bodies of BRICS nations is crucial for making it an important
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platform of discussion and consultation on vital issues of global
politics and economy towards overall developments. | am confident
that today’s discussion on this BRICS Parliamentary Forum will benefit
each one of us in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in
our respective countries. | do reiterate the commitment of the
Indian Parliament in extending cooperation to regional and
international efforts towards achieving SDGs and urge for greater
cooperation among BRICS Governments and Parliamentarians.

Thank you.
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YU SRR

waggH, 3T fova qafern fRaw o Yy S W I8 Iureed g+t
M SAfF, SUTIRl Te Sufierd THed SHal 1 § Sifeed st
gl “woedar wd 2017" § TRR % WW WM oM W P & T afew
TN o TH-USw oA i Uh Sl G k1 TEEW ® W ? IR
gft AR AIH-AThR! TRATad TegE FX W &l 3 F T8 FEHRY
goft sERafee wfed 39 qia wE A el @t Heensd, sRR R fm,
T IMEA WA o uReg don o= oiffies w@ arifsie geenet
o I I TG G wd 9fasy | off 3% T YRR wERd ©A
# IRa w9 wEfa @

AT JUEEA S TR TR St A e SEd W ‘s 9Rd
AfqaH" HI e HI off, fSHh s T R 9Rd H @A
% fret 81 s o @ IRG e TR % @ Y We-gwE %
fou foeiw war fery iR afome 3 w1 fF “wmsa w9 2017”7 W =K
H1 T T fiel 1 g7 9HE TRanadl, e, gew, sE-sms,
el den faumeRl, WeTUR, SR SR favv w9 ¥ wER WHE
wHHeEl, gt o whwfed e W € w9d gsn 2l

A FE W AAHE s el faer w Sk g St sufem
g, ST wfeer ifged 21 ST Fel wd fmaAmfer w1 € ufomy
2 T o =9 vl &9 o sEEt fae (Infrastructure Development)
% 79 R g a9 ewER € AEg St A guEEst St ot i
R T H1 fGw ¥ ghomges HrE e g1 3Rr Wl R g
& fow ot 5 e 21 viw €, ew e o 39 9Rd @ favd =R
&1 M WET (world class smart city) SR 1 @S @Ed g1 B gd
s € fF Smart City & foiq wmsar s gi@Eel sEvasar

*fava gafawor feag o e 9T SrAifSd 9omg TR STEEH ® 99T, 3R
(5 A, 2017)
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e gerdst st frews fie dem St @ ot s 7, e
fom™ o WY TAERT HEU H GaEd JIOER! T8 SHAFRN o
Wead ¥ W i T 3aRd el @1 Sweid ‘T et THe " ann”
o ®9 W AHS WU o fau 150 A w1 SH-fEm St SH-s
1 A S WU H AR e e @

T T w1 fawm € R wesa wd oS 100 WEU H 22 v
Tl WRW W ¥ TE @ O 1 A € fR U Wl Sl A sl
% 9 W TfRa ¥ fern ® wd @eft Wi 59 Ak wm g qol e
AR RO ¥ W2 M ¥ WHH T EHel ST HH T e e,
W IEY ff HioA B § SH WH W a9 ©Al g3 e & A afew
qof foqverd B for =R 1 SHAT 7 shael U1 SeH WM SRR @i
dfeh @zl o fawg d AU gfame wenfya &

I8 ITCS had WK A, SIS STl w9 gee T8l
B Hehdl offl 3Eep Ty SH-9Mie e WUROn o Helfueh Hew R
FS A H WU, AFRe WAl TE SWEad  (civic sense and
responsibility) =1 R a1 Sl B € TR S 3@ W A 3@, °
Tl e el % WHITSeR Qi W (e S hd g

TR foshm aivg, 3= A4 ot W@ & decdl-sie % e
B YETE Ud WeSeh T 1 WEE W ST He@qul iR g
B TRl % SO W UNEg o TW SHUFRM § wEwte T
Td yftell W OWG-9EE R 21 39 HEN 7 el Weed o fog
Twfaq &1 fomo %=, WY @ uifated | o S el edicdred
HE o Seyd W W gN SHEERY W 3™ q% TRR b
faum @ & o usE 'R (15,000) S w1 Sferl 1 faaor s
SR € TS 85 ArSl W oM e SR (85,000) S w1 Sfed
% foaor @1 &E = @ 2 HeFR fgwm oieg o 4 wE sy
T WA 2l

TE TH Acdd gEs HA ® TR o qHlennr fRa@ % e W
‘UMY 3R’ HEEHH, TRNENEE % HU-"Y GhE SAEE ¥ f8 TR
frm & gwE FH=fE wd Al o 9uE W o fau emefsa
feran ST @1 B Tl FAieNul W o forg geell |iuM (first activity)
2l TE IO W @ favE ot 21 = wesa @ (e e T,
wea, 5o, o9, 3w B gy fava o% sHenr fawmr @ 2
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weodl o U SR oF WI-|Y Wfeeh STIRIEA, SIS
TG, WEpiaeh SUEA o 1= SMav9sh &1 SHhl T Sooid o
el ST T 21 WIS oh < d% THMR W Tesdl i A9
ol FeeM, | 1968 ¥ I8l o TUHHST of daM g 7 A | s
e ot fig Wi offl 3B SR HMT TH IRl STIAON gHREd
foran| Afere, =9 S 1 URa o) s fag o wfd e eIk wwe
H1 & 39 W& A T fR o R e T €@ wes-ww ]
H TG w9 T € UReIEeEd, T8 % wed @R SEn ok & o
AgeAyd dfs g2 €1 “Keep Singapore Clean” has transformed
developing Singapore to Developed Singapore. &t W&R, fgdta
fovegs & o] AT M A o STU A, Wal, wE ud el b
el | il GUR fha €, hoaey S wWeed ud faee o
T gOR T 9 g E

g ogd WO ® o sifaer aRde wR W “dd QI et
(Source Segregation Campaign)” =1 Y9RY feeell To =R ¥ & @I
®| 98 Uh wgd & UhNcHeh, WH{Teh Ud GHfueh Wl €1 Recycling
of bio-degradable material Th ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂﬁ sTeggehal gl 3R (Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle) & ¥J W Solid Waste Management &1 & &
@ T %Y@ T proper waste management § Tial, e, T 3R
TEMTRI oh el TEUT 1 e 1 (e fhar ST "ehar @1 Rapid
Urbanisation &9 &1 ®M ® 3R 3& & =oid Waste Management
S o WEY H Wk TR ST @1 Proper Urban and Rural Town
Planning ¥ 7 whael 8H S8 el FaUT X Tehd ¢ wfceh I8 fagd
T WE ST % % W HT Wehd © S BE Sl TS ohf
et wfafafal & oft weanht fag =@ war 2

**grd YINIH HEH-hE (Waste) g TR o eid &1 5= g&d: &1 Af0ml biodegradable
waste 31T non-biodegradable waste ® T2l STaT 2l Biodegradable waste
decompose HI @IE aH Al ESCIED Non-biodegradable T=rert £l recycle
Tk qH: WA § A ST Gehell 81 39 ShIA 1 329 € 3 3 81 Wb ok shg-shadl
H W TE i W F wfoT | WigeR 9 € e X fEan S aife St further
processing ® gfas &l
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Eodl AN R aaeRu o H9e U e Gedl gensdi oh
HRU A R A G Wl e Wt el g1 adHe W weEed
refeewen w1 Heyul 31 ?| WA % Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
1 9.7 Wiaw oo wed @ ol € TS TH SEN W WOHU 4 S
QM Heag &1 Wesdl &% &R H gfg o URoTHEeEY WG 3 oo TRl
T w1 gem | gfg g B ad 2013 A W@ 69.7 @@ gk
g, ggf ad 2016 H TERI A dHL 89 @ B TEI

BE-BIEI AR B I ok ot 0 TAGRU H1 G0 T GaEA
F WHd Bl TH T HOS o9 % fou 17 U8 HE W@ gl oY A
HEE I U] S T IR H © U6 ST WA T &S
1 digitization ¥k g&il I =M w1 TE fRA BT OwEE %
Toraed T I ouf H eME 1500 Ug whed W w9 Bl

Had fomm @ ¥ “vefereiy ferar” gifea &0 &1 agg @i
™ ? O g H Speaker Research Initiative (SRI) & #=g @
o gresl o fou gad fowm @l & fafie weqett W (watem
et g W) aehuiia o WA o fowga ==l wEE 2 §Eg § f
T# f&3 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) & fawa | fomga
e g€ ® dN W WA H Sp6 % o uw fi @ wma w gt
fopan T 2

e R ANIH % TEd WEHR A W W H UHE e Hi
THE HH o (AU AUE HeEH SO@ B Had [oORE @ed o
e § 6 § ff =& aftlg g fF oW ol 15 o § gW gt &
9 o e wres Wt fieim @ik gegel fava sAi€iu®d (Open Defecation
Free) BRI BUX 9H& a9 2019 Afq Wt St & 150a Sl e
W ME, WL U HW H WH-GUU 99, TFh e, U4 oh 9h
U T e FOe i el oreeen gifved e w1 oed @
AR zHe! Wit o forg oSt @ %@ fhu o1 ®@ Bl W @ oW o e
I THeH o Siqiia ohte, feuel wew we fafed W w4 @]
H A ¥ 9 ¥ gw W sifvd w1 @1 g9 fovam @ fw o
2019 9% TH 3@ @RI I YUIA: WE H o AR ARG H B G
ODF & & Smam|

oy ARG AEE w1 foRival sefee € foR Wi 3 3@ =ew 9
g T 21 eAsrRel wfgent Cesdr Riedt! st siErerEl o et
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X W Tl WR He WY % @R TNol o fRds wa Wt 11 99 @i
aifetep a)1 81, T oree & oo fuarsh o wHer W OH e
TIH w A T o W BTG I 104 a6t g9 Afgen FHeR &
B A I WRY W TEEA W HY] W 1ol SeieTe i Higen e
ST S AN FHAlesh i HINgen e &1 ofiwdt oTRm ool s,
el T 9 % e IR TweTEHl & die d=ek off e We o
%% Ve Ol gES o quel UH 3He ST g SSEl § S
9 chael Hieened, dfeh wHEd <A i R wW € g T
SHArRR o fom dwa T R difea 3 o 59 i g
weam fem R

H gz off wed wEW fF adeRe & gsa % 9e-9e v IR
AR 1 o Y HE w1 A EvIhal g1 zHes faw faftha w9 9
TN HTA dgd AAYIE 2| THI HE HI 21 dHE@ H BH SR A
fGo® TH W1 @ B1 A o fR@ e W IR, W9 SR Afash o
IRA GG o WY-"Y i ghe o 2l

A GEE T8 E € f o We-uwE & fou glaugar e
2| qgleRor Haud o ol wH-G-%T TH Gl oG AR SHE! @
ft #X1 fug Ted o concept T THA TAC| THT Hich AUHI Yohfd
% S B 1 TEHH B 3ok HHYU, Tehod SN faverd i weR
Sifq <9 i fEE<E 3Teliferd Tl Green Earth, Clean Earth is our

dream worth.

Bl 79 Wesdl ¥ Ugdl WM WKW HH o 9% BHN N 8T U8
B W1 fop B oo WXl BU-9 SR WieRfaeh &9 o fafaerdred
g uftgel s Rl @l T gfEet w i § tw o wm @ fw
e TR & Tl dfcw me WY R 9RG ok fow frea o9 wen)
MY, 3@ IR W BH Ud Ao 4 3M9-U & Ecosystem H
Rad @M 1 901 & gL I8 Ghed o: “Feel Indore, Clean Indore,
Green Indore".

“Sel el 'Y WU, Wesdl &1 9 S|

gl Uil o IO wY, TH OBU-9U v &mma)”

s fe=|
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ol i e

3 HISSYA o GEUH R YEId SneAfensh oAfe WEe St
T T W R el TR R s d o
wgd G B W ¥ HHE G o gfaerd o, A 3 we €@ weeyul
afer fog @ Fifer Avoetfa gm 9@ W ofa AR & fam
W Hel-Fell fR W’ 9% fary W w9 gema @ e, AEidetiEr w5
B A <o AR B 1A Fel Rk w1 geEar @hOEl 9 gt g
qfeai & AH-ug & wel-well Afed & FAR W F a2-ag el
1 T gel

T A 2@d & W § faeR ol @ TR A el 9 ol ® @R
FEl W ®? AR SN o gl HI A SR TAAA @ISl wE A
RO WER BH A 9 @ fielt @1 Sufti 9 wRdE anme, feg eiies
S UfEE e 3R Urn o W STAEHR Siad i T i ST
@ #

T GOR &1 gud et § A A 9 Sfed &1 %9 Tw 9uF 2
T @y S w8 SR T o ® owARl &1 e w2 SR
T Ffd A B1 ST W AW ®9 ] ] 995§ el @
Bl foelm gn W off 98 = @ e, a9t @R & w9 ¥ fR®
ol & @dl Bl Sfted 1 ot FEl wH @

freEde S w1 Sed el TN ® SR g9 w™ 2l fa o % |
aFefa @R F & ug-ueii St wehd €1 fam ot o wie s @R
TR T E T AR 7| WEE TET TR F geat o fiH-wrem
e o U SR Wk Wi € e sl TEAl Wi aifh gH GWe @ fh
S € Sted ©1 SEIY A w1 3@l W UMt o Sie e @ 9%
[a B W e W ®, A R o 9% § g SR i Beehd <@
FR Sed el TN S AR 9gd w@idifad © Tl ¥ AR

*2AT wiGS, I (I WISSYE) T A WHNE W AU, $ER
(22 faa<®, 2017)
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“fovae WL wE T 2 T Hew saet € f frer wom A o
B0 Gefi A 1 qra-wRe % g HEd e

T W g de TEE:) S

Fit) fay) wERk Sosfar af=f g

TE TH IS8 GG WO W o T uEE e ¥ & wER gl
afal w1 g S ¥ ew fawner wRa qfg | T, a9, sEId, Sda,
T T A yonfera €1 s A @ W@er Wt 92 gy B TeR S
UK UNIUR shenel W UH WiR-Wal 1 TR whera ¢ femeid Hiel
H1 @S W A R WA S AR W SR Geehfa W U T
T 1 faviy " ©1 3@ gfdewmen, won, Wifecd, soa@et, @id @R
JI o WM ¥ WY o fX@ e @l

T W W O kI T IO Hew @ forgeRr auiq wAR e
o oga famm @ fHan wn ®1 A AR wER Siod, siifas @R
ameATfeReRal St Gid €| T Wel ufas 1 wdieh ®, @€l A & fme
T WA T YO Vel TE T @l WA F k1 ST gl o fereh
el R EER F € R W W IR T & wdie 21 fagm e )
H A7 AR famn w1 A el W ®1 HEM I o AW W g
T T o WY AW w1 O S BI; E| TE MR ki dfr g
o WY Sg Sl B GH AT STl © TR uW, @i SR oewor 3 sE
T h WY o Sell § oA 1 ol @ faarn em s @RE
FEd T R TH SR FEN AN K WERE H W Sg S 2l
FERI o 9 W Ufes fowfaa gsm wa wdles 9 o AW § S
ST #1

TICAlfeh o o dA-eierd 9§ Ul ©, olfehd 3EH § st
TUE 1 W T Bl OO % STel WEEEl 1 slE-® 9n g Hial
I ® e ST 9H SR wdi-ael % fow fee s owewar g1 1@
¥ dquer TR FORS F BE @ AW TR HE F G B wen
T oA “water water everywhere, but not a drop to drink!” 37eiq
AY-UE Hd SE UHI B o WENE W o TH g8 Ol Tl el
3 wfg 7 ARA F U H# w0 R WEW FE F AT W SR
fen o & sfea & R
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W U AERe H 9T W@H o GIY-E Rdl WO gt et
¥ wWeed R Sifad @Y o fau oevaes 21 39 U8 W Bl @
foF wa afeal o forg 7 o fR e SWe W el © it
T& N IR Wit o fou Ul Sueed Bl

e Bt ga WH @ 3H o sl Ul werdl € b 9 gAR Sied
H foraft meeyl gfgwr famdt € soeh @g &, 36 98 3@ o Wiy
T 9 & ff WeR w0 uem fF 9ra # A+ feufd wwa
T T ¥ S-SR A gE ¥ o T @ ¥ ok e
I H 9 UHH W YUY o @R HI GEHAT HN U @

TH AR df BW O ufk 9@ 9 AR T ® SR gHd @R
T |t e H NN 3 A § @ el €, 98 Shd ge ot T
HUS] & T ARE 1 U Ui SR ewEl wiivEl w1 Sied g
T 1 BHR GIAl b1 TR e, Se-9g WX oW, SEN ofl, SHEe
TE, W Y TR AR W Tl w agd wen fuedt| @ ® fawkan
T I, O, FEd, TGN, FHE-HEhe Hd &I H M T, I g4
T T, W A AR % oa W Sy o e AR ¥ st
iy qqe SR eruSel v oft W Ru W €1 e eHd iU
A g €1 3 AR % uid THN 5w whded 1 MEW, S ARE
% IR Hed hl GHed U, 89 WU A foh ARl WM H, TR
TR I W@ q@ HT A Rally for Rivers @1 HS® SH-SM
TgH| UE WG WAl o T oh fog 3eid Sevds R

el T Gl o T ¥ el Waeh A1 OB 3Een Iy
-9 Te WU 1 Gelfueh Heed §1 W wun 9 A b
T 8 A TAEU| $Heh A oh [T Thale Bt M LA AMM6Ul
Rivers are lifelines of any civilization. & Sfemaifert 81 < €, @
S ¥ R @ ¢l Sied 21 ke 3@ 9| el @ fm aRE %
@ % HRU GEI-9E] GG T € | o: g9 38 Ul i e
THGH BN TR SR TN OGd W MG Wl el G STl 2l

FY TUIE I BH Sk A BH UGN o6 Hed HI W @ HEed
2l BH oTl W WEd-9 od €, W Ul U SEE WO-%® N o o,
Eer uia ot "ea g wmen 65 waw " UMt o faw wwm Ak
wR & R 2 e TR W ud gAeied gER ed R
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e FHEITSeR-SAfee g H AfRA & Hew hl §HEd U W
S 1 ARAl R UEUT ¥ FEM I STERIAKAl o Hed ohl (@ihd
fea ST S TevEe RS-kl Ad 9 W o W e 9
S o wf W@ wEd % o RReRE ¥ Wm0 W
AT S o g ArieeE H g9 wEevE 3 fied ok Afka & giesR
# 7% fem gE o ?1 o St oA AkE % um s faed a6
FH B W saw & ar # sfud @ wE R 9w el waees
Bl THERY o SR W Sl Taar @ @ g afew

et T e T haet WHE dfesh gl S fawew o faw sga
Teaqul ¥ Ecosystem ¥ Td%h Tft wek ThH W W fad ¥ Ww
Wit SFIE @ W oedfd S HeW Uk Wbl WHSRE B SHEE
#1 ghg % HRU GE WESE R Bl @ @l ®1 e, TEieRu
feorfionor siga emewas ¥ ARA aquaculture & @ H € A fER
& St wer €, flora and fauna foefaa e 21 Afee =& <41 fami
W T 1 fReldie Y SiglE o awufaal 1 plantation feReEn ST
Th ofe1 foeR @ N9 soil erosion ® e W, gfT@ Sor g
B SR WIfer %1 U 39 Uel w1 Wel o Ry B gy ARk § W
faerm @y & @y, 7 R #1 fFEH ®T SHH W HO’R 9§ %
plantation ¥ <&l St onfdw feafa § gur =, a&f @ 9mn
T well & SYSIAl ¥ I oh @ sl W9l (nutritional intake)
foerm|

Al & fHRI W Bio-diversity ek o fomma @ off wEeRor &Y
W H9a B GehT A 92 YHH W Bio-diversity ek foehtEd fu
S B @ Te: & Adl o HIO T 6Nl OGN § ST

e et o forg emidier S € S FRER @ @ ey uited,
TSUO TS Wgd AIgHM bl Suidl €| Gl iR Gwhfa i gk @
% foau Afed w1 wew wHEwEs wd 2 et | fee 150 9d
fab o 9 W S P T g T, SUU wHEig e g #)
39 e 3 T ® TR B SIUH WHieRU SR Soery WA <1 i
g gl w=fen fob Afcel s such Huvl Sowrew &l #i restore fAn
M| BT T 99 e 39 Ko o ¥shioAss g9 3erU ast gwgut
fava & gorgg gfawnsti & Q- @red, ISR AR e oF wEE
AW |l & ITe B
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H 50 3R W IR o w1 1 e F € S W F HH-HH
H SR @R Il SATES Il S Acdl &1 fafd gure o &
o Hgdn & o fog URa o @ € S e i o e whell
* Ug oM o v AR § wnfiel R B g W@ SRt Wgd
et g ? R AR & TTesr o fau fm wesww & W Ted
1 W gEA H W@ Tl TR Udl dord ¢ TR @ orad H qEieR
H WAE HW € AR AR IR S S W A 9 A arelt diigE
o fou wepfa o W&l o faw o s

TUE aged St 3 39 WE Rl 9gd W @1 9 I3 € SR s=iA
gheh fTU 3T ehel STaTeRyl S i YA 1 81 wHieRer wguo ¥ fued
AR A o YTegR S¥ Ume TAi-Ua Bl Tl 8 Hehd iR gHeR!
REa gHE Wi ?1 gEeh fau R T e ) savEsd € SR
RS St oF YA HI TH o WX W gEeTdl, TR Wewynl #em
% ®9 § @ W =ey H Uw OR R argeast o freEm werE
F T w4 € SN g faverm € fF At & gmelw @ AR i
Y I W gL AEell T Rl U sl SR sifaer SR

REEEIH|

HKOMR
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19 g o1, 2017*

Toel S A Thieels WRSYE Tredl (RBS Foundation India) g
afsd RBS EARTH HEROES AWARDS TdehH o STa®R W 39 Hach
st Sufterd et g3 v Wi yfa B W R sun wikfefaent, sereny,
o Sal SN STk S T, S U6 9 GHEE o G0 U o
o forg oaferl o Hened g fhu ST ®© Sope waEl o fou SHen
a3l T st Sfad, g o) JomerRh §1 39 w@re a9y
#eH ¥ 31 A € 1 R 9gd wH ol WA ®, Sk S8 A
% Hew i WAl fher SR ¥E S 3 fasiae o sifdied ot
g w1 Rt v & AR wam

Global Warming, Green House Effect, 3T@fie @1aF 3c@sH (Carbon
emission), Climate Change, Soil Erosion, &, =nfedi &1 fagea wd
I silting B oTfE et afeeAd € S geslt o qHeReiig HgeW W
TR g e W € 3R A ke G o e & & W H
Tl Thd T IR H Yhfd o WY GqeH TE R HI YA R
2 ol &w “wd qed” & uron W favard wid € o w1 § Haen
HEAM0 qUT Fehld AR THeH! WIS o Ui HE&UN WE| HLEag o “gesft
gH" % 63 T@Hl H Environment Protection (TAfaRoT T&m) 3R
peaceful co-existence (@rfaqul Te-sifqe) w1 avfq faran o 21 59
¥ W g fafoud o1 TREd %l 99N W@ o foru gaferur GRero
st 21 & S-S, dg-dien, Uy-vel us A ed stfidcd i
T W, 39k Tl A9 1 AU A H HHAEG w @A
ACASNY IRATT HERf 1 22 feew @ B hfa Woha < € fafu=
aeiet & &9 H R WA 7 TH oMEe W UewH forn oMk 9 o
HEOT H T8 W =ol 21 Climate Change W =i X SDG I ¥«
Tt fe= @1 RO 21 We have to understand that a safe and

I A E  Thicee (eiwE) e €S er@Ere 2017, T2 feeed
(26 TSR, 2017)
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sustainable environment is the only answer to food, water and
energy security and our own survival.

T IRdT "wepfa § gd, arg, T enfe Sk gsft wenfae wifsa
HI ke o ST @ IR SR g &1 Wt ®1 gal Wl ufgw =@
S @ R W el S € fop “gan wwifa fera:” fage eef @ f
St gefl I S R, SHRT TN ge w &) gl ol o @t enfie
areentell o W Sigd U ST Wl kW H 9gd weg el 71 WA iR
dig wififer venf W off GikAl wgel weft Stai o wia eifEwm @t fuen
§ T offl T WU F 9w o fama A e ™R

“erepTEE AT SRETEH ]

[WRET: T W I gH:11"

(A pond equals ten wells, a reservoir equals ten ponds, A son

equals ten reservoirs, and a tree equals ten sons)

ORI TR0 HHETO 3R WeRfd o WY WELEAl (Harmony) § @A
H TG WO H A9l AR Hauleh SusHl (Constitutional
Provision) ® #ft &1 T B ¥ & fa-Feves fagidl  (Directive
Principles of State Policy) o favid T<d i 39 o TAGROI o T
qu Hee w1 R G qel osiEl w1 W@l % i Sool@ 21 BER
Higum o Article 51A(g) ® el T ¢ 6 TR 2@ o Y% AN
H T8 U Hded BN foh 98 Wiehfaeh THERU i, fSHen Fda oA,
#et, T R g €, Wl H SR SHRl Hadd i qen Wit
o Ufd g 9@ W 'R Constitutional provisions o 3TIER &HA
BHT T Environment, Bio-Diversity 3R Wildlife @1 & &1 W@
e ¢ 3R IER SavEsd FHA A SR Afqa iR wEwE dER
o =

TR S8 fommeiia @ § ofw onfdes o @1 @ed ww &
& e W ugieRo WRen R fget o uaed o o9 WE: oA @
ST €1 Environment Conservation @i foeh@ @& 3@ §& o efem
T&l fohen S el @R 3@ o & ww Sifi= i iR waq fae
% fau smawas gafden (necessary pre-requisite) o ®9 W <@l S
T g2 59 9 kI G ® fF gaq faww & faw o 2030 w0
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el fSad 17 waq fo@ wem (SDG) R T weEfud 169 e
g, 0 ot fawm oGS, o iR wHfereiia smEml w0 Wt
fean T R Sustainable Development Goal St T &1 & wgd wilw
2, ¥ wafeRur FROE T 37 o@ed 21 SDG Goal No. 15 H Sustainable
Forest Management HEEIGIRT0T &1 HehTael ¥, Land degradation
I Yehd IR SE-fafaerar (Bio-diversity) =1 @ T i THeheu
%1 T B 89 Sustainable Development Goals &1 ®&d wiftd & ufd
W e wfdeg § IR T oo Tog H e ol W W fawm w iR
== @ 2

59 Hei § H a9l Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI) o ®q
¥ e & T fow wa & ) A sam Wi fSwes gw fafe=
fo e o 9R § O GSHl i 8T SN YSH FHleh ST
TR o Ty BUN WO W Uk WEUNW ool % T ¢ dife WER
TS &AM, SR aR-foems, TR &1 R o6 @g-ag T
AR FEE Te@ o TR 9 @ IR wifeal g § fwed o sifuss
et gfgwt A Toh1 #E W W TH WY & ITAN FEHR W]
T 1 waq fowm et (spe) ¥ wafud fafa= g o ar H SHeR
29 o fau fwan w0 © aifk 9 39 Sustainable Development Goals
% wEE B SRR ARHE T G

Global warming is leading to weather extremes resulting in more

intense droughts, floods, shifting seasons, rising sea levels, change
in migration and growth patterns of animals and plants. I8 &H
Hoh! fomerd @ f =@ green planet &1 green and clean planet
w2 TN e Ted 9% *i wenshl H e "egd R wn em
fr wifd @R weu@ o foru wqol =R S & dqed it R wE
T o= Siel & WY fHe-gaet S w1 fen a2 9% 9| 39
vas ¥ fag @ W g

(7ufq v qh Rl W T IR g S @, "rEdasiia gifkE @
Iq:, STRI WU TEAR U Ifide &1 @M o fow ot emawvEes R1)
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T g ARALTH. WSV 5N TR ot See wemg v ¥ el
kel T TH W Y % SER H 1360 THE o WA H1 GoH
# G B sl UHR S Ued wehadi A o1 wEAl % Wemw 9 S
YHERO % Ufd G SR S-Sl Wi e SIS ®, 98 3Tedwd
ITHONT T UH WA WA 2 HEd € TR TH W1 hEd Th EeR
@l o WUeX Bl ® iR heA k1 WIW e YWl U gt
B Bl TEeh S o9 YRR fasiaetl W o etR-ot & o
I w1 fRT B 3 S % "Ed ol @ifhd & 3R 3R
YREhd Al Gt TR 1 e @ iR qafeRer Gier ud gadH
% 9 UE WHWHS ATEH 2l

W A e H 98 GERE WH U% R GARE TR Bl U8 [
IRd™ IUHETg &1 vibrant and sustainable eco-system % ®9 H
TR o A R 9 B9 S o BER W IR faverd @1 Sd
21 TR F@ o, aid SR e - ¥ Tw WY ®d oW g
o guiferd Carbon sink (e |iEw aret) 21 9 ardeRe § M9 289
T # FH FE H TS FW@ ¢ AR Climate Change o Tfdepel Hora
%1 goeel ¢ § ot #sETR €1 Environment concern should be
among the first lesson to a child we need to bring up the new

generation with a sensitivity to environment concerns. X A
B oF A BH Heeh! 3104 Wichfdeh WEIEHl Wl g3g Hd SR IO
So-fafgedr =t W@l s % Ty wfi dye W s =R

Someone has said and | quote:— “We do not inherit the earth
from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.” H o o
3T Thicels 3R 3Uh HESYH il 3@ KN § Wewqul #ed 3I3H
% foau 9uE &R u=ER <@ g

TS|

FOR
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V.

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND GENDER
EQUALITY







WOMEN LEADERSHIP AND EMPOWERMENT?*

| deem it an honour to have been invited to inaugurate the
Conference on 'Women Leadership and Empowerment, being hosted
by the Confederation of Indian Industry and the launch of Delhi
Chapter of the Cll on ‘Indian Women Network’, | am glad to learn
that the ClI’s initiative to provide a network channel to women
professionals and entrepreneurs has within one year of its beginning
resulted in servicing the entire Southern region of India with a
sizeable membership. | am also glad that, it has to its credit, many
activities that have impacted the lives of many women.

Friends, the twentieth century witnessed large scale and
conscious efforts to improve the quality of life of women, who
despite many exceptions are generally regarded as one of the
vulnerable sections of the society. Though the position of women
in India is not very different when compared to the women in
other countries, it still presents certain distinct features. Traditions
are deep rooted in the Indian society and a woman assimilates
them in her life and plays a vital role in preserving these. Women
have been among the most disadvantaged and oppressed sections
of our society particularly with regard to access and control over
resources. Problems faced by them continue to be grave particularly
for illiterate and semi-literate women of rural and urban areas. The
gender disparity in the opportunities for access to work is clearly
evident in the latest sex disaggregated data at the national level as
compiled by the Central Statistics Office in 2011. The figures depict
female workforce participation rate at 25.51 per cent as compared
with males at 53.26 per cent. The rural sector shows an enhanced

* At the Inaugural Session of the Conference on ‘Women Leadership and Empowerment’
and launch of the Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) — Indian Women Network
(IWN), Delhi Chapter, New Delhi (31 July, 2014).
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female workforce participation rate at 30.02 per cent as compared
with that for males at 53.03 per cent. Whereas in the urban sector,
it is 15 per cent for females and 53.76 per cent for males. The
Government of India has been taking several measures for the welfare,
upliftment and empowerment of women. The various provisions of
the Constitution of India and legislative interventions aim at
providing positive discrimination in favour of women for neutralizing
the various socio-economic inequalities and educational and political
disadvantages faced by them. Besides, the State has taken several
other initiatives as well. These include women and girl centric
policies, plans, establishment of a National Commission for Women
in 1992 and launching of the National Mission for Empowerment of
Women in 2010. The National Commission for Women is entrusted
inter alia with facilitating redressal of grievances of women and
advising the Government on all policy matters affecting women.
The National Mission for Empowerment of Women operationalized
during 2011-12, seeks to assess the current Government interventions
and align future programmes so as to translate the provisions of
women centric policy instruments into reality. It has developed a
model of convergence of women focused schemes, policies and
programmes at the district level, named as ‘Poorna Shakti Kendra’.

Friends, | want to share with you the recommendations of the
National Consultation on the Maternity Benefit Act held at New
Delhi on 2 July 2013. The deliberations highlighted issues pertaining
to the Maternity Benefit Act and sought universal standards in this
regard for the women of the entire country whether in the
organized, unorganized or the private sector. It was also emphasized
that creches should be maintained in every establishment and that
the coverage should be broadened in the unorganized sector. The
private sector can think of introducing some kind of flexi hours for
the benefit of their women employees.

Today, more women than ever before earn a better living than
previous generations in India’s history. In the business sector, they
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are on the wheel of increasing entrepreneurship and new business
ideas and are reaching new professional heights. They all are
strengthening the Indian economy and have great impact on the
entrepreneurship ecosystem of India. | take pride in acknowledging
that women entrepreneurs in India represent a dynamic group of
women who are exploring new avenues of women participants with
all new vigour. Not only in cities but even small towns, women are
showing courage and spirit to start their own business. However,
the potential of grassroot level women in this sector is yet untapped.
Moreover, the basic and the one of the most critical question
concerning women coming to the fore as a startup young
entrepreneur—whether from urban or rural background—still remains
to be answered is that how many of them are able to grab the
opportunity to scale up further. There may be many women who
want to work but are not getting the opportunity to even attempt
to do so. For this, they need access to the necessary information,
education, credit, training and above all motivation to take on the
challenges.

Friends, a number of Government run programmes and
institutional mechanisms along with a plethora of banking and non-
banking financial institutions in the formal, semi-formal and informal
sectors are providing assistance to women entrepreneurs for setting
up and running their businesses. However, new businesses are like
untravelled paths. Most of the hurdles faced, concern beginning
with the new ideas and not as women per se. In an all women's
platform however, women find it easy to take career advice, share
their experiences and secure access to resources. These provide an
enabling environment to them and empower them to successfully
wade through difficulties. In this scenario, | do hold a firm belief
that a network of working women from the diverse genres would
definitely go a long way in further assisting women on each and
every issue that they face in their professional lives and learn from
each other’s endeavours.
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I am indeed, delighted to know that the ClI's ‘Indian Women
Network’ which aims to involve women from all walks of life with
its primary focus on entrepreneurship development, is also addressing
a host of other women centric issues such as work-personal life
balance, gender sensitization, domestic violence, sexual harassment,
etc. | am hopeful that as intended, the ‘'Indian Women Network'
would also focus on reaching out to a larger community of women
including those at the grassroot level through the imparting of
necessary technical and professional expertise, support and training.
However, it could further expand its role in assuming a mentor's role
by further monitoring the beneficiaries connected to the network
and see to it that they do not give up or are defeated during the
run.

In order to promote women entrepreneurship in the country,
NSIC—the National Small Industrial Corporation, a public sector
undertaking under the administrative control of the Ministry of
Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises—has launched a special incubation
programme for unemployed girls and women to set up their own
businesses. The NSIC has set up 45 Training-cum-Incubation Centres
with one centre each in the Northern region of India in the States
of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi. Punjab has 6 centres while
Uttar Pradesh has 12 centres. The gamut of services provided by
NSIC inter alia includes imparting of technology and training, market
assistance scheme and bank credit facilities.

Recognizing the need for financial inclusion of women as an
effective tool for empowerment of women and eradication of poverty,
the Government of India started a programme of linking the
self-help groups — which is an informal group of people coming
together for credit support, savings and other services with banks
during the early 1990's. This has emerged as an effective instrument
to promote entrepreneurship and self-confidence among women,
particularly in rural areas. Pioneered by the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development — the NABARD, the SHG-Bank
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linkage programme is now being implemented vigorously by many
commercial banks, regional rural banks and cooperative banks. The
NABARD later on assumed the nodal responsibility of providing re-
finance assistance to banks for financing SHGs and Micro Finance
Institutions. The notable feature of self-help groups is the active
participation by women. A scheme for promotion of self-help groups
in 150 backward and left wing extremism districts across the
country is currently being implemented under which the effective
rate of interest is 4 per cent per annum on prompt repayment and
7 per cent in other districts. In the Union Budget for the current
fiscal year, the scheme has been extended to yet another
100 districts. At the end of 2013, a total number of 1,13,042 women
self-help groups had been saving linked with banks in 150 districts,
of which 23,451 had been credit linked.

I am proud to say that thousands of poor illiterate women are
spearheading a silent revolution. The predominant activities that
these women self-help groups engage in, range from manufacture
of sarees, handicrafts, toys, food items and in the farming, fisheries
and animal husbandry sectors, service parlours, auto garages,
irrigation, dairying and so on. In Gujarat, the Lijjat Papad Udyog
and Amul Dairy—the globally acclaimed entrepreneurial role models—
are a mark of women's success. The membership of Shri Mahila Griha
Udyog Lijjat Papads has swelled from an initial number of 7 to over
43,000 as on date. The success of the organization stems from the
efforts of its women members who withstood several hardships
with unshakable belief in their strength. A three-tiered federated
structure—the Amul model of dairy development has been known to
empower thousands of village women, who benefit at the grassroot
level by selling milk to Amul.

Friends, in order to facilitate and support the microfinance
sector, the Government of India has facilitated creation of Micro
Finance Development and Equity Fund—to be funded by RBI, NABARD
and commercial banks in the ratio of 40:40:20. Besides NABARD,
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other institutional mechanisms in place for this are the SIDBI—the
Small Industries Development Bank of India and the RMK—the
Rashtriya Mahila Kosh. The Rashtriya Mahila Kosh set up as a society
under the Ministry of Women and Child Development, extends
collateral security free micro credit for livelihood support and asset
creation to women in the unorganized sector. There is also a special
Government scheme aimed at economic empowerment of women
through trade related training and credit assistance, namely
TREAD — the Trade Related Entrepreneurship Assistance and
Development. Under this, a Government grant up to 30 per cent of
the total project cash as appraised by lending institutions is being
provided.

In furtherance to its cause of providing a more enabling
environment for women, the Government established the ‘Bharatiya
Mahila Bank’ with its first branch inaugurated on 19 November,
2013. The first of its own kind in India, this is a bank exclusively
meant for the women clientele. By December 2013, its 9 branches
were made functional in major metropolitan cities across India. The
Bank’s Corporate Office is located at New Delhi. Besides proposals
to grant loans to self-help groups in the country, the bank is
providing education loans to girl students at a concessional rate.

I am very happy to share with you that according due importance
to financing of the micro, small and medium enterprise sector, the
Government of India in its Budget for the current fiscal has proposed
to establish a Rs. 10,000 crore fund to act as a catalyst for attracting
private capital by way of providing equity, quasi-equity, soft loan
and other risk capital for startup companies. To boost the
manufacturing sector, considering its multiple effects on creation
of jobs, the Government proposes to incentivize small enterprises.
An investment allowance at the rate of 15 per cent is proposed to
a manufacturing company that invests more than Rs. 25 crore in any
new plant and machinery. The benefit which is proposed to be
made available for three years, that is, up to March 2017, would
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definitely give the required fillip to the female entrepreneurship as
well. Further, the Government has also proposed to promote foreign
direct investment in selective sectors where it helps the major
interest of the Indian economy.

On the issue of empowering women to the extent of enhancing
their representation on corporate boards and executive committees,
I am constrained to note that there is an acute dearth of women
in the senior positions in the corporate sector in India. However,
with the enactment of the Companies Act, 2013, every listed
company is now mandated to have at least one female director.
This, | am sure, would create a wide career growth for women and
enable them rise up the corporate ladder and also open doors for
other women candidates in managerial positions. Here, | must once
again emphasize the need for collaboration and interacting amongst
women who are at the helm of affairs in the corporate sector,
which is in fact keystone to leadership success. By networking in
an informal atmosphere, they would benefit by new ideas, insights
and solutions and would be provided with a platform to explore and
forge new business alliances as well. Further, as mandated by the
Companies Act, 2013, the Cll should also incorporate relevant clause
of empowerment of women and gender equality in its Corporate
Social Responsibility policy which as | have learnt, is at the
formulation stage as of now.

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that the Cll had setup at
the national level a Committee on Women’s Empowerment as early
as in 2002 to take cognizance of the needs of women in the organized
sector and to recognize women achievers at the grassroot level. It
has been honouring women achievers who have taken development
initiatives defying all odds at grassroot level in the diverse fields by
instituting and awarding the annual CIl Women Exemplary Awards
since the year 2005. Further, that in addition to convening of national
level conferences on gender-issues, the Cll has also been actively
engaging itself in undertaking various studies aimed at understanding
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the difficulties felt by women which might be affecting their career
growth. | am happy to learn that taking the agenda forward, the Cli
has also been successfully catalyzing a change by encouraging
companies to adopt gender informed policies at workplace by holding
workshops in different regions and States. | am also happy to note
that to identify industry's role in mitigating and tackling crimes
against women effectively, the Cll has also constituted a National
Task Force on the Safety and Security of Women in 2013. | appreciate,
the work done by the Cll in its role as advocacy partner with the
Government of India on various policy inputs concerning vital
legislative and participatory measures on women centric issues from
time to time.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is heartening to note that despite all
the odds that a working woman of today faces, there is an
unprecedented rise in women entrepreneurship in India. In India,
women today have emerged as a force to reckon with. | firmly
believe that women need to believe in themselves and create an
ecosystem to achieve success. And this can be done through
education, continuous learning, sharing, support for each other and
above all creating women’s support networks. The inter-linking would
help in mentoring and passing on experience to the ones who need
it the most. On a concluding note, | would like to share with you
that a capable and empowered woman can pick up a job any day,
but if she becomes an entrepreneur, she can provide livelihood to
many people. My best wishes to the Confederation of Indian Industry
in all, its endeavours especially at building, strengthening and
empowering the women force of India.

Thank you.
SR
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BUILDING A CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT
FOR WOMEN'S ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT*

Traditional Indian wisdom has always held that all living beings
are of common stock made from similar life units. In other words,
at a gross material level human beings and all other life forms are
alike but ability to act rationally and logically separates us from
other living beings. According to our ancient Sanskrit literature and
| quote:

“Ahara-nidra-bhaya-maithunam cha
Samanam_etatapashubhir_naranam |
Dharmo hi tesham adhiko vishesho

Dharmena hinah pashubhih samanah II”

In the Sanskrit stanza, Ahara is food, nidra is sleep, bhaya
means feeling of fear from outside world and consequently the
urge to protect oneself and maithunam indicates mating and
propagation of species. These aspects are common to both
animal and human existence. But what differentiates human
beings from animals and makes them the ‘crown of creation’ is
dharma which means good conduct or righteousness which is
the ability to use intelligence or buddhi to do what is right.
This unique capability enables them to learn from life experiences
and carefully work towards higher goals of social good.

The worth of any civilization can be judged from the position
it gives to women. Our culture and ethos justifiably ascribes an
honoured status to women. Women are not excluded, but are an
integral part of life and dharma. As per the Indian mythology the
concept of woman as shakti, or the primal energy force and the
concept of shiva shakti or ardhnarishwar amply demonstrates that

* At the 9th Annual Meeting of Women Speakers of Parliament, Geneva, Switzerland
(4-5 September, 2014).
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man and woman are not separate entities, but are together and
complement each other. They are endowed with similar qualities,
capabilities and potential. That woman and man are equal in the
eyes of dharma is made explicit in a beautiful sloka or verse from
the Rigveda, which is the oldest veda and a part of our ancient
religious literature. The verse translates somewhat like this:

“O women! These mantras are given to you equally (as to men).
May your thoughts, too, be harmonious. May your assemblies
be open to all without discrimination. Your mind and
consciousness should be harmonious. | (the rishi) give you these
mantras equally as to men and give you all and equal powers to
absorb (the full powers) of these mantras.”

The subject Building a Conducive Environment for Women’s
Economic Empowerment treats women as a group separate from
men who need to be given special concessions and encouragement
in the economy and society. However, as per the Indian belief, the
concept of inclusiveness prevails as men and women are not
independent of each other but are interdependent in the family
and the larger society. Men and women together make the universe
noble (Aryam). They reap the benefits of socio-economic
advancements jointly. Accordingly, men and women should equally
participate in the development process as it contributes to inclusive
growth, sustainable development and long term prosperity. It is well
recognized that societies which discriminate by gender tend to
experience less economic growth and poverty reduction than
societies which treat men and women equally.

One of the versus in the manusmriti, (a set of codified laws of
ancient India) says:

“Yatra naryastu pujyante ramante tatra Devata, yatraitaastu na
pujyante sarvaastatrafalaah kriyaah.”—

This may be translated as: Where women are respected, there
reside the Gods, and where women are dishonoured, all actions no
matter how noble remain unfruitful.
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In order to create a more just and caring world, social and
economic policies of countries should accord top priority to women.
Their empowerment is key to a better life for all. In recent years,
women’s access to career opportunities has increased, but there
are concerns about their low wages, vulnerable employment and
lack of social protection. Women are under-represented in the
organized sector and over-represented in the unorganized sector.
Moreover, women have to devote much of their time to domestic
responsibilities. It is extremely difficult for them to balance work
with family pressures. This challenging situation affects families
adversely and has a negative impact on the professional domains
and well-being of women.

It is felt worldwide that there is a need to recognize women's
unpaid domestic work which is a major cause of uneven power
relationship between men and women within the household as well
as in society. There is little acknowledgement of a large portion of
the work that women perform. They take care of children, elderly
people, the sick and the disabled. However, such work is dismissed
as family obligations. It is necessary for the society and the economy
to give value and respect to women's unpaid care giving work and
also to change the traditional mindset. The economy should take
into account the real value of the most basic and important human
work of care giving—the work without which there will be no work
force and no human potential and which is impossible to quantify
in economic terms as it is beyond every measure. It is necessary to
think outside conventional economic models and provide visibility
and value to the work of care giving. There is need to redefine
what productive work is. Models of development need to change.
These models have created enormous stress in the lives of people.
For example, Bhutan does not measure its economy on the basis of
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) alone but they have developed the
concept called Gross National Happiness (GNH) which is indicator
that measures quality of life or social progress in more holistic way
and it is of utmost importance for any society. We all should strive

to achieve this noble concept of GNH in our national life.
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To quote Dr. Radhakrishnan, one of the most outstanding scholars
and the former President of India:

“The general Hindu view of women is an exalted one. It
regards the woman as the helpmate of man in all his work
(Sahadharmini) ...”

Indian culture and civilization has always honoured women and
their rights. Accordingly, the Constitution of India grants equality
to women and prohibits discrimination in matters of opportunities
and employment. Flowing from this Constitutional mandate, our
country has enacted laws and developed policies that challenge
traditional determinants of women’s status to create a conducive
environment for empowering women economically and promoting
gender equality. These include issues such as asset ownership, skill
development and financial inclusion. The Government of India has
also taken the initiative to start gender budgeting with the objective
of securing gender equality in decision-making and in public resource
allocation. A gender-responsive budget acknowledges the gender
patterns in society and allocates money to implement policies and
programmes that will change these patterns in a way that moves
towards a more gender equal society.

Gender Budgeting is in practice with Central Ministries/
Departments to collect and analyse sex disaggregated data as it is
vital in taking the gender agenda forward through the disaggregation
of economic and social statistics so as to facilitate corrective
measures in policies and programmes, facilitate monitoring and
evaluation and undertake training programmes for policy makers as
well as communities to produce tangible improvements in gender
equity. The revised EFC (Expenditure Finance Committee) format
has a mandatory column on Gender Analysis of the proposal wherein
specific objective of proposal relating to women and the percentage
of total expenditure on the gender components need to be
mentioned.
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India has made significant progress in improving the position of
women and empowering them economically, politically and socially.
The issue of political empowerment has received the utmost
attention from different quarters with the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 which has increased the access
of women to decision-making at the local level by providing them
with 33 per cent reservation in Panchayati Raj bodies. The
reservation quota has been further enhanced to 50 per cent of the
total number of seats in 14 States of our country. All these initiatives
have made practical changes at the grassroots level. Efforts are also
being made to bring about 33 per cent reservation of seats for
women in the Parliament and Legislative Assemblies. Women are
also participating in other spheres of Governmental activity, the
Judiciary and Corporate Sector which are also recognized and are
equally important for women empowerment. The commitment of
the Parliament of India and the Government to this holistic view of
women empowerment is reflected in their continuing efforts on
this front. Major initiatives have been taken to protect and promote
the rights of women to achieve equity and justice and with this
view the National Commission for Women (NCW) has been set up.

In order to encourage women to join the workforce and protect
their rights, India has enacted several legislations on payment of
minimum wages, provisions for childcare, decent and safe working
conditions and basic social security. There are legal provisions under
the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 and Maternity Benefit Act, 1961
to ensure their basic rights. To protect women from sexual
harassment at workplace both in the organised and the unorganised
sector, Parliament has enacted the Sexual Harassment of women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013. The
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act promotes
participation of women in the Workforce through one-third quota.
The National Food Security Act, 2013 which ensures nutritional
security to identified households also contains women specific
provisions.
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The National Mission for Empowerment of Women (NMEW) was
launched along with other objectives, to strengthen the
inter-sector convergence; facilitate the process of coordinating all
the women's welfare and socio-economic development programmes
across ministries and departments.

The Government of India also provides several facilities to women
to enable them to strike a balance between family obligations and
work. Creche/day care facilities, supplementary nutrition,
immunization, medicines and recreation facilities are provided to
the children between the age group of 6 months — 6 years. In
addition, women employees of Central Government having minor
children (below the age of 18 years) have a right to avail child care
leave for a maximum period of two years during their entire service.

The Government has also launched several schemes and
programmes for mainstreaming women in the economy. Some of
these schemes are Trade Related Entrepreneurship Assistance
Development Scheme for Women (TREAD), Micro and Small
Enterprises Cluster Development Programme (MSE-CDP), Support of
Training and Employment Programme (STEP) that provides upgradation
of skills and sustainable employment for women Adivasi Mahila
Sashaktikaran Yojana (AMSY) is an exclusive income generating scheme
for economic development of Scheduled Tribes Women. The Rashtriya
Mahila Kosh (National Credit Fund for Women) has been set up to
provide collateral, free micro-credit to poor women for various
livelihood support and income-generating activities at concessional
terms in a client-friendly manner to bring about their socio-economic
development.

The Bharatiya Mahila Bank (BMB), an exclusive bank for women
with a vision of economic empowerment of women caters to all
segments of women with special attention on the economically
deprived, discriminated, underbanked, unbanked, rural and urban
women to ensure inclusive and sustainable growth. The recently
launched Jan Dhan Yojana is the government's largest financial
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inclusion programme in the financial services sector in the country
which aims at providing easy, credit facility, accidental insurance
cover along with life insurance cover to the poorest of the poor
and benefit the women particularly.

Real empowerment comes with education. | am happy to inform
you that the literacy rate in India has improved for both, girls and
boys. With education comes confidence and identification. Women
with this empowerment have increased awareness levels and they
have started raising their voice against injustice in society.

It is true that women have been accorded an honourable place
in our culture and tradition and our Government has also taken
numerous concrete initiatives for women empowerment. However,
it is also true that women in our country are facing formidable
challenges in almost all spheres of life. Adverse socio-cultural norms,
traditional practices and prejudices and obstinate patriarchal mind-
sets, bigamy, polygamy, child marriage, female foeticide and unfair
treatment of widows serve as impediments in the path of women's
empowerment. The child Sex Ratio (age group 0—6 in rural segment)
has shown deterioration at the National level from CSR of 939 in
2001 to CSR 923 in 2011. The Government is taking initiatives to
address these issues with measures like One Stop Crisis Centre
(Nirbhaya Centre) for women affected by violence, both in private
and public spaces, including family, community, workplace etc., which
are proposed to be established at 660 locations across the country.
The Government of India has also announced Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
(Save the girl child Educate the girl child) Campaign to increase
awareness on critical issues and try change mindsets. It will be
aimed at ensuring girls are born, loved and nurtured without
discrimination, educated and raised to become empowered citizens
of this country with equal rights. Additionally, our strength is
that we are an open society with an independent judiciary,
free media and civil society to help in improving the well being of
women.
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As Women Speakers of Parliament, it is our duty to ensure that
the laws enacted by Parliament are women-friendly and that
Parliament serves as a model institution for creating a positive
environment for women’s economic empowerment. Parliamentarians
can be motivated to address women related issues particularly those
matters which deal with the ‘care’ aspect.

In my own Secretariat, various policies and schemes have been
adopted to provide healthy and safe working conditions of work to
women staff along with a variety of support services intended to
enhance their capacity to balance professional and family
responsibilities. These initiatives include enhancement of maternity
leave, introduction of child care leave, provision for paternity leave,
drop-off facility by office vehicle in case of late stay for official
work and ladies’ pool in government accommodation. There is a
Complaints Committee for redressal of Sexual Harassment of Women
Employees aimed at providing them safe and secure environment.

I would like to end by saying that, the real need is to change
the mind set. The need of the hour is to have self governance
where every individual has the power and every individual is treated
equally.
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ACHIEVING GENDER EQUALITY, ENDING
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN*

It gives me immense pleasure to participate in the General
Debate on the theme—‘Achieving Gender Equality, Ending Violence
Against Women’. This subject is, in fact, very close to my heart;

and being a woman Speaker of the elected House of the Parliament
of the world's largest democracy, | deem it my privilege to raise the
issues of women in a prestigious international Forum such as the
Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Women in fact, the unwavering pillars of society. They are the
nurturing base who cultivate the growing generations, nourish the
families, care for the ageing populace, support the economy and
weave the social fabric of the communities. But still they suffer
social, economic and physical discrimination.

Gender inequalities increase the risk of acts of violence against
women. Therefore, promoting gender equality has been considered
as a critical tool of preventing violence against women. Accordingly,
empowerment of women was identified as one of the eight
Millennium Development Goals targeted to be achieved by the year
2015. Over the years, though there has been significant improvement
in the status of women in many parts of the world in relation to
their health, education and employment, there still exist several
challenges and constraints on the way of achieving gender equality
in its entirety.

The worth of any civilization can be judged from the position
it gives to women. Indian culture and ethos justifiably ascribes an
honoured status to women. As per the Indian mythology the concept
of woman as shakti, or the primal energy force and the concept of

* At the General Debate during 131st Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,
Geneva, Switzerland (12-16 October, 2014).
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shiva shakti or ardhnarishwar amply demonstrates that man and
woman are not separate entities, but are together and complement
each other. They are endowed with similar qualities, capabilities
and potential. The principle of gender equality is enshrined in our
Constitution which guarantees to all women the fundamental right
to equality in all matters. On the political front, India has been a
pioneer in extending adult franchise to its women population. To
further promote the political rights of women in India, we had
amended our Constitution way back in the year 1992 to provide one
third seats to women in our local bodies and in some States even
up to 50 per cent.

On the economic front, we recognize the fact that gender
equality is the cornerstone of inclusive growth, sustainable
development and long term prosperity. Today, gender mainstreaming
is an essential part of our developmental planning. To promote
gender equality, we have in place the process of Gender Budgeting
as an integral tool of our annual Budgets. | am glad to place on
record that we have made significant progress, over the years, in
making the position of women better and stronger to bring about
gender equality in our society. However, we still have a long way to
go as gender-based violence still remains a serious concern for us.

Indian culture and civilization has always honoured women and
their rights. The Constitution of India grants equality to women
and prohibits discrimination in matters of opportunities and
employment. Our country has enacted laws and developed policies
that challenge traditional determinants of women’s status to create
a conducive environment for empowering women economically and
promoting gender equality. These include issues such as asset
ownership, skill development and financial inclusion. Though enacting
laws to prohibit violence against women is an important step towards
eliminating such violence, the efficacy of such legislations depends
on the extent to which they are effectively applied and enforced.
In India, the Ministry of Women and Child Development, the National
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and State Level Commissions for Women and a specialized
Parliamentary Committee on Empowerment of Women are the integral
parts of our State apparatus that strive to ensure effective
implementation of the laws, programmes and schemes.

To end the cycle of violence against women we have recently
started a programme called Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (that is, Save
Daughter, Teach Daughter) to increase awareness on critical issues
facing our daughters and to try to change mind-sets of people in
favour of the girl child. To prevent trafficking and help the victims
of trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation, we have been
implementing a comprehensive scheme called Ujjawala. Recently,
we have proposed to set up One Stop Centres across the country
as a single point access to provide the women in distress legal aid,
counselling and temporary shelters.

| appreciate the noble initiatives of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
member countries to strive to achieve the goal of gender equality
and violence against women. The real need is to change the
traditional mind-set and not treat them as commodity. The real
empowerment of women will happen when they participate as equal
partners in economic, political, financial and social decision making
process. In fact, women deserve higher respect for giving birth to
life. Let us all join hands to eliminate all forms of gender-based
inequalities and violence that have wide-ranging implications for
sustainable peace and prosperity in our societies.

Thank you.
SR
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ToATdeh Higel rfer ™

Ty § GUS 1 X W AU Heh! BNk W hidl g1 THed
39 1 Afgen WiEs Hi fTERST % Tw IREYE SEE W eueh i
R g3 e | WE @l @R

oY 1989 H TUH TAYAT o HHT W El UTHSA <9 i Al W
1 TE GH, Hieensd o Goy ¥ fafi= gfesmnn ik fae w ==t w1,
T K S foan-fafa w0 & T A9 o ®9 H IWEHT G ST
Bl o7l 1 39 foemisd) w1 fawg @ “una o faewm o afgenet & aa
firhT 27

Afget NfEhicl ¥ goH o o= | @I 21 Afgen vfE TS 2
9 AHE A o @ 99 9gel Afgen 1 & IRAR Hi IReed T & WK
foranl 9RER o SuR W & W, R g, R I 1 fefor gen feet
i Afgensti W fohl g2 1 S o enyfR g A oft UReR & wHS w5
A ST & FordehT STuR Hfgen 21 39 Ry § ue we fr wfee
T & e it fave o Feio o e W €, atfavaifa @l @

fret off Gwar oF Ipe BH 1 Ul TEY ol € foh G el
Hfgenati 1 foha T <@t 21 AfeaT oF R Sied w1 eIty @ g
A NI hen o STIER Wfed 9@ Sl 9id € R wiw 9 & e
1 YR 2| Rewife SAeen SgaRiver &1 Eunon 98 fag o € f%
T AR A orem & ¥ dfesh o Th S % [ 21 A I WHH o,
Al SR S W W gL Bl ¥ Wi gfie § W AR A Tw wHE

Sd BH Al o YRS H a9 HQ ¢ TR Fd B 7
Hfeenett =t fof o=+t ufwren o wffa 1 @ 3= o Rk 9 Siad
S T EF A TGO KT Y 3Tk USHITaek, WIS, WiEh{dh
AR HE So oh 3T S o WY-WY 3% ANk, HHEeh Td ek
w9 W Tad S ¢ A wereieor el off west o ey ieto
* IeHed <IN i Afgen Widsl w1 foerenst § ‘afgensti 1 9 & foww ¥ F=ia
figehT 8, o SSEEA o TE W 9o, T feeedt (22 faHeR, 2014)
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o1 TEA Giordt 81 gHESes w9, dre1, Sk Wi &9 @ Wi | SR-9R
9 forT ST 1 WeE 3T UG T 1 SAEvIHd ¢ ik 9 GHS H G
Hfgell o &9 H A GgaH a9l

e TR0 Shael TR SIS o STMUR W &l & Hehdll BAR
oS H oS off Afeened o Gid S HE ®, 98 ®igaredl o SRR ¥ €el
T&T frehel W 21 HiEe TR W W 0 H Gay a1 sfEr fan
2| ffara TS &) Afgensti o U T &M FT 9 H HE § o
2l

a1t wfeeme fafera, e, sSifed, saftar sonfs & &= o gweran
o TQ AEE T #X W Tl WG SR 39 < o wiune & °
Ig afeens ®1 SuafeE Ieoredd W 81 U o &9 § ff ard™
AfES | SR Hhewdl Bdel 1 | WEell el & agal e
T e fo R Aoyt AreE R @ i 8 v weH # R
T fow™ R R, I8 2015 qk daAantt o A Afgened &1 few@ER
ST 22,08 WA % WR W UEE HWehdl € S foh Fald @R g

AN fovemy & T Afsenet =1 Gved S99 1 Gad HION qOw 39
foferd me B SIHIfeR el ST € ST 3T Uk Wigen whi i i €
3 Tk URER i e w &) e fien w1 famn we o forg iR
e fRu € SR wefyes Rien S wriEH 1 wEited fwa 812015 9
el Wefter fen W oigen! 3R eigfeRal o AHis STU 100 ie o
ke Tk Tg= HI GO 21 e Hfgensti & fo et fawm w faey
w9 G &M IR

Hfgenell & GeeRiR § Hifgar s gftek st st ©1 difsa
T wfeensti @ Gafyd SR & WAfHedr & MHR R fTE@mw S &
SeRTeRdl ¢ T, formaa we e, W afenst w1 S ofd weqd i
S ® o7 fedsre 81 wriwdl o o afeenet 3 fauda oRftfad § o
T oFH 3R U o1 STAN i gU STH-3Th! Hifed hid §Y Fherdl
1 T T €, STl WeRl shi fE@M Wiyl U @k W SRl erEel
qgdl § R HAlGRTR O) T & HYER Bl WA % HEA S 2

Afgenstl o5 FeEi & e fomm & gua Jeifiert w1 9er o
1 YEvThdl 2| afferg ® $-ehiod % HieEm 9w Afgensd gR s
T IR H YIS q% TEEEl ST W@l 2| bk % WA 9
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Y T_w | ot JrHioT Afgenstl & W-Werd Sl 7 U ARl hi <
o & T W foRwl o agusa wefE qe vEEEn 21 Hed W9 o eeget
et o oTfeardt semeh W Wik Shehd i Yoo H TR 39 Hfgatisli @i
T Haft sTevaehal &1 gfd X & I TH HU qohAleh dl o Siel =ed
A1 € I AT SHET STAN STEHl @ pveiddsh Y Hohl AR
T # 90 wfde wfeard urdon wo eisd e § wrRkd €1 g s
Ethred, e, el oM, gl g1 TS B1 GEAl dehleh o STAn
& Wem ¥ T A Y TE # W w3

fged T2 Ao o6 & | 9 Toael dRE at Y W S99
Tera 2| ofeanst & Ui @ @ STIUHl i ek ok fore St et -
e IR oo, e W 1 SH W gE WEnfieh! o wemm 9
TG ST, AW o ATFS! T s UL TH Ieh! AT A
FEE F5H €

nfeened & faw@ 9 dafud 9 o= & | g &9 hisa fwa
2 3 T O, e uREEl ik uRER FrEeE| Afgenst o ded @
o fou g6 = wemil, EHHUeHl, 9l SR I UM e e o
AfIyE THHR UM T Bt 99 3 @ uf=al &1 oy 33
Teh| GG J99 ! ggel 34 o T 79 wgfd vl R giaemd suersy
T ® B

fisl, S for &0 wa SMa €, ufgensti &1 watdd 9ried Afeer
GYIKIRI0 sh1 T Heoqul Ued] &1 Afeensti &1 fEwgerd #t go faunfaem
¥ T, T5F SR U I w0 WSS 8 2w & o ey &
wieh Gl o ol 12% Watifue #1 safee afsen el = 9w gfhfea
T B TR Afeene @ Hafud qg W 9 Waeh SN W W Y wigell
fedll o1 e IR Her w1 o= wEA W EEE o 9ew o <N wieen
fedi & FRE! 7 8 Te f Il R €1 STee 3R Hhel SH9fdre
1 ST W Y 9 IR Hieaned wi qorita - e s Al e
L Hehdl &1 9NG % HiguE o Afeensti % fow geel R TRarerenat
o T el ¥ um-fae @i w1 smer fean e @ fee s
TR W Fof oF A St wriert o forg Aea g W@l T R gER W
o, WEA % I=aa9 U9 W Ay gfaftsd Afeert @ 1 39 9R S
ok | o fu 62 Hfeen Wigg g e ¥ Sfeh e gl | afgensd
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o HASM I ATl 65.63 W IaHM o, T WETEA o fau o
15 @rg Afgen il w1 =Ee g ®, S fova ¥ wed et 2l
¥ 2005 ¥, TEHR 7 ST SIS ARG H B S ol &= GRS
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TEE o WR W W 1997 T Al FRIKRIh0 el 9ga qELE qiHfd
Tfed &1 T 21 wiufa Afeene ¥ wefud @ @s § guma w1 ffy
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HfeaTe 3 o6 okt | Hequl iRt 3Ta1 L Heb, THE U BH Wehcsh
I * & H uh IR fRe et SR R Afgenet o g &
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T | e Tah R

T TFF 1 T ST WA Al T A Mefey i SRl 7
3q TS e 3H fovmel dfeen weR W o9 Weeh dd STl §H
Ifereh w8l W@ ?1 39 e ST W gg Mt i o fog
T oY e UEE wA g1 W T AT ) IO srgieter fia et €
Rl 7 S TR T e § afe G 8 & @ % e
¥ ot meagul i MR 38 SR W S g | Afgenstt &1 I8
M TAT /T CRITED SR 59 &5 o hed0l o foy SHeh AR
R=mTE B

foeme SRS TR % fRAR @ <t A MR & REN SEH
foeive TouM TERE M W gg tcfus @eil et Bl 7o drentt R
@ A SR gew Se-Sgetl o fou faerd oem T wgg S@
fafaqean @R wrepfaer grexal oren WF 1§ 3THE o @i o U9 SR e
T fayd g1 erelfe I & 9Rd o SW-gd ¥ feerd 7, R oft 3@ &
& ST g WS T AT WG WO SR TRul GEh{d o Rl 39
&5 1 TR 29 o HEISI SR Withiaeh UNgYd W T iy SR 3re

@ 2l

TS 1 I ‘HAfeen THeH’ T MEfe<yg &l A% ¥ STEisa fhan =
B I T SR G B W ® TR Sferin sk wEitaueE T ey
o foarl, GuR /@, GEH R S afeRMl i diehyd S W
Y @ Bl SRl SHeAR | haet YRd ¥ fafew s w1 g fady feen
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IU H9T WA o fou wud fRan o0 g we © TR gE el S,
foram, TeT 3K GreifSer GET B YgEH ddt § SR S uewH Wi
T AN SRR B S H SH We™ Wi, S 3T WA i A

* O W MEfeeyg ®T SR UHNIE o STaWX W AR, 3T9H W efHifaa wfgen
T o STaE W 9T, 3 (28 f&HeR, 2014)
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o GO SR S Bg THIN RIS H @, H1 SO GARE § ST
AT T FH TREIId Hegd FL W F

g S T € R TR Al o S WHRE Sl el S o forg
#E FERT fohT o1 ® § T Moy W i 1 e, Wi e,
Hitehiceh A IR faenel wfsen e smifsa s 3R faf= s
W T MEfey Wt UG o S hrEihd e € @it U e
Y T A % He™ dfagHl 9 SH-S hl T I B e fHerttl 7a
Tg O 2 TR T Tefey % et ToRie & gad faeme T W
AT 3k ATRH IR sfere & 9fa "= srgister #1

BN 39 IR fasiveR gaiR & % Her S T mefeey e
JATE, TEEl R SHMRR SAfdd o forg foermd €1 wurt o wid St
f7:zanedl Ha, T e % Ufd SR Wed SR o, YR &9 o
AT T R BT GEAE § o H 3T ifgdia Suafer siR A qysE
H1 HIERfdeh Te9M i FE TW@H oh 3Tk A%k FAE oF HROT T A/
Mefeg ®1 1981 H Ufdfted = oo &R, 1983 ¥ fowan ge1 IR
AR 1987 H fademg o TeH | Faren T4 AR 4% WE wEd H ghen!
B off|

TH o TEfeey foviv w9 9 Afeensti & fog wew WOn Wia #1 e
w1 g foom aftfeafa o, sto wfgenet o wiwor =t seet o R g
B @ T, weft wfecned w1 T W Moy o SR W IROT O i STewhd
2 S o wET W E U SRt 3 gg s vt w1 arferenr off
AR =i Sfem =t |l fawm afiftefaal o fee g wm fwan =4
goft T W T UidEgar, Sk 98 TeeE, wHdo SR S ol Tehee
& Hivel ¥ 9@ o IR tW wEe aAe e Afeard sifuer o) i
o WY ST Y ekl

T STeAicheh SAferied, TS, THIST GReh 3R ool SHT o &9
T o Mefecg w1 SRt gt Afgens o fedl w1 wReT wE SR
I FEEl H q 3Tk AfSR ghfraa s & fow v & /g e
O 1 T Ifad SFE B B o oSl # wieensti & ufa fEw @ e
et o Wt gig g B S R wes o fird A7re gedl o g@E] w8
! Wil €1 AR T He HiEa Ja1 i S o S o 39 HeH
AW | Afee THeH | 9 ofd g & Afscened oh forg $ToH WS i
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T M T Hehed oF1 =Tl Bigel 8H o A BH Hash! I8 SR
Tt ® T Bw @l & forg ok fomiv &9 @ wfgensti o) aifesmet &
e we Rwrge, =EET, deue Wed SR T TEE AR 9aR e T
MEfE= o &Y gL TR W woid gC BH 0 IR Sfed @ik wmiees
FER § 0 WHT Gedl Hl WiHA HE HI SEeThdr

70 9ot 39 W o uRfea ® fF enrd e et Seden Afgensd
AR afermat ®1 € R 9 U Sfeq | widfe WS SRy, Se9m,
anfefen iiwor, WAITSTER Scdtee SR féd =1 ae sl €1 sarl wiea
SHEET 1 U Sl 91, NI, sifge 3R wHiseh- e famm g
AETTIF S O SAIHR, THAE IR ST ¥ S §1 wfeensd
1 0 R o UG ST | eI, sAraes SAfvren, et iR el U
T goh TS qaiTe 3 9t gUeEl #1 W #1 U w9 ufatity g %
T H 59 deF R 9 I Edl € fh Ut eAR THS & Tk Tl
WA ® AR ST WAl IR IRl Afuhiar o famr gw fRd e
T e o Wehd| Afgensti w1 sifusR KU fom ok o o 5= @
e wthe foru fomn 3R foem gt asft 78 sk Wil g, 98 T
gl TeaE € foh ANl ST o D < o 9% Wi Hieey gAn TS
1 TH FaY ofad o 21 Tofdes ®9 9§ Fofg o ool el § wfgened
1 gatfee 9gd € %9 8 3R T4 faehE < a1 Sueh IR deheh!
W eF o STeeR faer w1 aiomm SR oy BER <9 o wfgenet o
T2 o T e 3

37, AfEenst i S SR o & foau &6 T T eepe uRaw
TIR HE B T Afeent snfdier 9 9 w@as SN sreAtidR 51 gehl
&4 Afeenetl o TN WE-UEEdl GHel S SEel 34 ki Evdshd € S
IARASR AR 3@ W ol Tafi= shrefehemdl o 90 of Hoh IR ey
w9 ¥ Hfeensti &1 avEhdel SR THENS W oM ¥4 ge g
Hae Uge & Weh| 31 el R w1 YASH Afgest i U Sed H
afefer SR HrEIfSeh ATl TR AT T

&S 89 fava ¥ wag oSt 9 foefad 8 @ srefereeene § 9§
AN T W A T B HI] =1 1 Sk qRUTHEEY digena
1 ST TEA HT T ST HE AR = Wfdeper qRferfeE qen wivor @
e TehTer oF T SRSl TR Ul gU B1 T Mefeey o S
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AN o 39 U S W 94U o9 9t 9 oA § T 9 e o
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DEVELOPMENT: INNOVATING FOR
FINANCING FOR GENDER EQUALITY*

We have assembled here to discuss and deliberate on a subject
that has attracted a lot of attention in recent times. The topic has
a direct bearing on women and how to improve their lot through
innovative financial inclusion. Financial inclusion in turn has the
potential to empower them. Today, equality entails equipping, both
men and women with equal access to capabilities; so that they
have the freedom to choose opportunities that improve their lives.
It means that women have equal access to education, health,
nutrition, access to economic assets and resources, political
opportunity and freedom from coercion and violence. Gender Equality
connotes equality, fairness & justice in the distribution of
opportunities, responsibilities and benefits in law and social
situations for men and women. Gender equality is not a woman'’s
issue, it is a human issue. It affects us all. Gender equality is at the
core of sustainable development.

Equal access to resources and opportunities is not new to India.
Even in Ancient times, there were many accomplished women like
Gargi (Philosopher), Maitreyi (Thinker), and Leelavati (Mathematician)
were icons of women’s intellectual stature in Indian Society.

All developments are fuelled by finance and the innovations in
financing can be a critical element in attaining gender equality.
Institutional innovations are an integral part of any new process.
The Gender Budget initiative has opened up new vistas of channeling
public expenditure in India.

* At the 10th meeting of Women Speakers of Parliament organized by IPU,
New York (29 and 30 August, 2015).

182



The Government of India has adopted Gender Budgeting as a
tool for achieving gender mainstreaming. The most important
milestone towards institutionalizing the Gender Budgeting process
in India has been the formation of ‘Gender Budgeting Cells (GBCs)’
in 57 Ministries and Departments, which serve as focal points for
coordinating Gender Budgeting initiatives, both at intra and
inter-ministerial level. To facilitate the integration of gender analysis
into Government budget, a ‘Gender Budget Charter’ has also been
drawn for guidance and implementation. It continuously maintains
a gender perspective in policy and programme formulation, its
implementation and review. Provision of circulating Annual Action
Plan Format also enables the Gender Budgeting Cells to look beyond
mere allocation of resources for women and to track their utilization
and undertakes an analysis of their impact.

The mechanism of Gender Budget Statement in India monitors
the progress on gender equality. Herein, the Gender Budgetary
allocations are reflected in a two way classified Gender Budgeting
Statement—the first part that is Part A includes Schemes with
100 percent allocation for women while Part B of the Statement
reflects where the allocation for women constitute at least 30 percent
of the provision. With a happy note, | may mention that this practice
of laying the Statement has emerged as an important tool for
allocation for women and provides a picture of the funds flowing to
them. This way the magnitude of gender budget has increased
substantially from Rs. 143786 million in 2005-06 to Rs. 792578 million,
in 2015-16.

Hon’ble Chairperson, Women’s economic empowerment is a
pre-requisite for sustainable development and financial independence
is key to women’s empowerment as a whole. Our efforts to promote
gender equality through financial inclusion has indeed contributed
towards more sustainable growth and development. The
Microfinance programmes are run with the help of
Non-Government Organizations and Self-Help Groups, and have led
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to economic empowerment of our women. In India, it has helped
in poverty alleviation, livelihood promotion, developing the local
economy, building organizations and changing institutions within
the society. Self-Help Groups coupled with the microfinance have
linked women to the mainstream banking system in the rural areas,
Dhanlaksmi is one such conditional cash transfer scheme being
implemented to provide financial incentives for families to encourage
them to retain the girl child and to educate them.

Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana is a National Mission on Financial
Inclusion encompassing an integrated approach to bring about
comprehensive financial inclusion of all the households in the country.
It aims to ensure access to various financial services like availability
of basic savings bank account, access to need based credit,
remittances facility; insurance and pension to the excluded sections
i.e. weaker sections & low income groups. The plan assures universal
access to banking facilities with at least one basic banking account
for every household along with financial literacy, access to credit,
insurance and pension facility. Overdraft facility upto Rs. 5000- is
made available to each account for every household, to the lady of
the household. The Cash Transfer schemes ensure direct transfer of
cash for girls and women which further promote financial inclusion
of women. The Unique Identification Device (UID) or Aadhaar Card
Scheme in India provides the proof of identity to the poor and
marginalized women. The Aadhaar Card facilitates disbursal of social
security and other benefits like pensions, scholarships, Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (WGNREGA) wages,
etc. to women and girls. Bhartiya Mahila Bank Ltd.—A Bank exclusively
for women, first of its kind in the banking industry in India, has
been formed with vision of economic empowerment for women.
With 23 branches across the country, the bank is focusing on the
entire pyramid of Indian women, with special attention to
economically weak, under banked, unbanked, rural and urban women
to ensure inclusive and sustainable growth. Other unique initiatives
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such as the National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM); the National
Credit Fund for Women provide direct financial access to women.

However, there are some challenges too in the process of
innovating for financing for Gender Equality. Every country is at a
different stage of development and follows different path, strategies,
visions and tools in accordance with their national ideologies,
circumstances and priorities: Choice of financial instruments and
innovativeness is determined by indigenous culture, financial habits
such as informal channels of banking, cash economy and level of
financial literacy.

The World has become a global village, so every country's choice
of financial policies is also affected to some extent by Global
imperatives. These imperatives force developing countries many
times to commitments which pressurize their financial policies. The
issues of subsidies, agriculture, marketing and trade which affect
farmers will have direct impact on the women by increasing or
decreasing the income of the rural household. It is therefore
important that there should be safeguards to protect the women
from getting affected by the impact of these global imperatives.

Women participation in political, economic and social decision
making process is absolutely critical for their empowerment and
systematic influence on policy outcomes.

Needless to say, we have enacted progressive legislations and
introduced programmes and schematic interventions to facilitate
progress towards the goals of gender equality and women’s
empowerment. Our Parliament has enacted enabling Legislations to
provide safe environment for women to work, live and fulfil their
potential. With a view to encouraging women participation in
decision making at various levels, provision for at least one woman
director has been included in the new Companies Act, 2013. As per
this Act, every listed company and every other public company
having paid up share capital of Rs. 100 crore or more or having
turnover of Rs. 300 crore or more is required to appoint at least
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one woman director. Non-compliance with this rule has been made
punishable. To empower women we have reserved 33 percent seats
for them in local governance to facilitate and strengthen their
position in decision-making. Encouraged by this, some of our States
have raised the reservation level to 50 percent for wider
participation by them. About 1.3 million women at the local
governance level have been brought into the local decision making
mainstream, thereby ensuring direct flow of development finance.

Friends, Speakers of Parliaments, and specially the Women
Speakers, have a major role to ensure that gender dimension is
highlighted in local and international issues as well as in all aspects
of the parliamentary work. The Women Speakers of Parliament can
take a lead for establishing gender-sensitive sustainable goals for
the world. They can ensure that more and more women participate
in parliamentary committees, fora and groups and help place them
in positions of effective leadership in all parliamentary structures.
The Women Speakers can also support the cause by allocating more
time to debates on gender equality issues in Parliament, by setting
up specialized committees on gender, and through empowered
gender or women’s caucuses and gender units in Parliament. Being
the Speakers they can bring a change in the working environment
in Parliament by ensuring that internal policies of Parliament are
reviewed from a gender perspective. The Women Chairpersons of
the Parliamentary Committees and Women members of Parliaments
have an important role towards gender empowerment and equality.

There is no denying the fact that the battle for gender equality
has to be fought at the level of minds. Only when a particular
mindset, of men as well as women, is changed to view women as
an equal human being and a partner in all activities will this fight
be over. In this direction, a new initiative that we have recently
launched is Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (Save Girl Child, Educate Girl
Child). Aiming at changing mindsets, this programme addresses not
only declining child sex ratio but also discrimination against women
in a life cycle continuum.
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In conclusion, | must say that there should be growing
understanding that it is not enough to have the right policies and
system to fix the gender gap and promote gender parity. For real
impact it is crucial to identify and transform the deeply entrenched
mindsets and behaviour pattern that obstructs the change. With
these words, | hope that the deliberations and exchange of
experiences in this meeting will go a long way in further innovating
for gender equality.

Thank You.
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The former President of India, Smt. Pratibha Patil, addressmg the Valed1ctory
Session. The Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi and the Lok Sabha
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Higen SUfa st fafire JneE

It is my great pleasure and honour to welcome all of you to this
first ever National Conference of Women Legislators in India.

We are beholden to the Esteemed Rashtrapatiji, for accepting
our request to inaugurate this National Conference. The President
of India is an integral part of our Parliament and Shri Pranab
Mukherjee represents in himself the finest qualities of a virtuous
Head of State, an able and experienced administrator and an
outstanding parliamentarian. As such, his words of wisdom, based
on many years of intimate association with the highest institution
of governance, will indeed set the tone for the discussions to
follow in the Conference. It is worth mentioning in this context
that the Hon'ble Rashtrapatiji, in his Address to the Members of
Parliament on 23rd February, has said that in future the Government
would induct women in all the fighter streams of our Armed Forces.
This is a matter of pride and source of encouragement to all of us.

| am grateful to the respected Up-Rashtrapatiji for his benign
presence in this Conference. He too, has rich and varied experience
in the working of the administrative and legislative institutions.
| extend a hearty welcome to Shri Hamid Ansariji.

The august presence of the respected Prime Minister has
enhanced the profile and prestige of this Conference. We look
forward to hearing his enlightened views at the Valedictory Session
of the Conference tomorrow.

I am particularly delighted to welcome my sister, the Hon’ble
Speaker of the Bangladesh Parliament, Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury,
who also happens to be the chairperson of Commonwealth

*wfgen SHufafafuel & TN THER % IIERA FTIER W I, T e,
(5-6 #H, 2016)1
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Parliamentary Association and who has very gladly acceded to my
request to grace this Conference. We are thankful to her and eagerly
await her learned exposition at the Plenary Session which she will
be chairing.

With great pleasure, | welcome the women legislators who have
gathered here today, especially those sisters who have come from
the State and Union Territory Legislatures and my colleagues in
both the Houses. | am delighted that large number of women
legislators from Legislative Councils and Assemblies of most States
of the country are attending this Conference. We are sure that
they will participate in the sessions with utmost involvement and
give invaluable insights into the different dimensions of the Agenda
Items.

| also extend a warm welcome to Hon. Ministers, Members of
Parliament, distinguished panelists, domain experts, invitees and
members of the media.

el 3R TooE S AN W § HEl, 98 Ugell SO § S|
A W T AR o TG TR T AESl SH-UfAY qen WS
TH WY W THA B @ Bl UE 9 W GO H (g S @
R 3§ TH fOm Ae W Hdl 21 safen 7® wewqel ® f TEeh
TS & foar iR R # T TWE 9 gl g feem ik S
TE dior B T we-feiu o fed e @, fafaw el o e o
Hfee SEWAETE # SR hd e fafirte AeE % wehdt €1 kg,
fafire afusrl o T wfgensti @1 g el Tug 9, TReel
ad & fmfon § e emolt, 9 iR wereh wufirk e weRar 22 How

women Legislators can contribute towards building Resurgent India?

WU % O % g O R T A favm i ° ww e
W W Ed foer-fomsl wm f& 3w & wmfsw fae@ (social
development), oTfi& fa&m@ (economic development), SAfaemER
(governance) Tl fau=A (legislation) & =R We@qUl STEMI H HAfgal
SH-gfafafy 8 et lt yfie 1 TRIASRR (re-invent) #%d T TH
Tw T gfte, WO R Ghed W WS B Wehdl @1 3@ WM Wl HEA,
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YoAcTR qe SceEw o & far oW o w su-fam
(sub-themes) ¥ sial T 21 wifep gt fama wh & - wwe <9 &
fmfo o wAfsen SAufaffel o1 T 98, TR R sAfue g
qfHenTl

T H Y S8 Hehdl ¢, Wigen SH-uAreEl o € e oi?
ey for Afeet w@ffer gerueh eidl 21 Rer 8 o1 SHS 91 S
Sed, T o1, 9, T, 9g, IE TS HERd Al o &9 H Hfgan
faf= oftfeafaal, e, afteme ok ofeR & o= & &9 @'w &
gE  pyerdl ¥ g . ot ®1 e gordikE Stow
TEEREE 1 AOE e

‘gfer g @ =fed, WH-TH #§ THI
Tee-WE T 3 gaet dfeq faswil’

TS =1 it oot fafa= gfterrstt o gfen &1 38 aRawm w @@
Saclt B S g@ i e Wi oA 1 SRl Savashasll o STER
fader o @1 qoH-Yo I B Afgen sH-wfaffuEl W d e gftam
faom &9 ¥ @ e 1@ A WY K1 Haifuw Wiy, frams
sl k1 U B % A 9% W HI gfew @ ¥z w0 K F;w
9e 39 foo® &1 g@EeE wEm R W E Syl 3 5% gew @
2 oMk fmer fodiv smen e g fRR-wo= fFeRr w72
SAUfaffy B89 % Wg-wY R & e w1 gfaa ot 39 W
T 2

T faene SR e clieha= &1 Sfted uEm W oo are §et
IAR-T@El, Higl, WS- TsHifaes aRadai, i fasm-ast & gt
Hofad =kl ¥ TeRd gT 9RA A T Ul fovea-"9 W T uRus
AR THE Siehdd qel T gge, oS U SR siefeeren o w9 #
T We Wit #X fea B 9Rd w1 cliedites el 4 §9a @R
oRedH w1 fa-qdenstl @ TR #R T wefwar w fag fEar R
R fova & 9Rd *®1 GG kAR GUMCH 1 Wl €, WEAl @1 9Rd
fova-Ted W T T, JoIaM, T oSt ¥ Sedl STdfoewen ard,
g g IR Tfaeiiel 9 S % 9 W Al W SRR R
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wfepe fopelt g 1 walhior iR wgferd Wit o faw oheer enfef
faera R 1, Ufd =AfFa s = A9 & I W w1 & OHIE!
T T oS wfd o Wu-wY Wi e R awd stfmed
(good governance) #ft Sa- € TR Bl Y TS GHE WEHA B
fr 29 1 fow T o fasm W E fslk @ @1 Development
of country depends upon the development of State. s&fciu Hfegen
SH-gfafAfy, faurs, oo dewt sOd ory qffer @ R 2

frodt ol ° 9Ra ® foal 3 & &F o IuafeEl &1 a8l st
oM B GfaHE o 739 WA 4 WH 99 oh &R W AHT 12
Tt ferl el T g 1 Svad Seer e ©1 ufgensti 3 e
SRl et ¥ soe Sifew fag fear @1 faum @aed qen
faue ool § off wfgensti @i 9rlied =€l €1 Wowdl ot @9 H
AE qH Kl GEE WE e § AfEent g o € olfed Wi
TYITRIRT0T 1 oAUk == kA, A o 3R TorE o o€l gem
¥ g 1 sl ¥ T o 9% IW ok oM, TSI, ST,
Mo faera onfs yq@ & ¥ 9% uwE fR@ oft =ifeq feent amwed
T 2l

HRRUET q&l HIW H1 2015 61 T AFT Fadl ¢ 1% AR 9Nd
e e T Ee oW e W o < T oW
SErdt # 27 ufawd &1 gfg BN G€ chow oMfUeR & H O3H o
1 Tk SR © S T et SRR wHEar § fiel weRdl @)
R fafa=t & o g W guel 9ried st g o iR WY,
| FH TER /A S

T U A € TR afe wufereRtor wt el o1 whiE @R TR
2 A o9 99 a% G9d TE T e a9 SN IR IEH S8 dF Rl
Tew A fwan s H wwedt € f dfeen wiwsl iR faumel W wE
SHTHT 8 T N Bl ©1 Sk h1d 1 TR Rl Sl STEHAM STHHRI
% Wae W el 8 Hehdll A GO Sied § HH <@ © T fawe
# TEa - 9 ¥ wiw Smek 9 fah vl woafew s
S WM, WHN HEwd W o 9 W yeur W sevas 2
THh AWE H A fq% Afeen wiEw dun wfeen foumeRl i @Al W
A TS HHAl ¢ diceh SRl SURUfd § TR AR STeh W8T I
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wrEwfae o Afq-faRor § St geam faemn =nfew, a8 of & faa
TR 3 TE A SEvIs ¢ foh omewen o ® ¥ |yl uftedq e
W Tt ®Y ¥ WA TR W O gieen 9i9el U9 fauraent i foue
® Sfeaa ¥ URfed &0 k| T W W F Afecnei &1 Iufeafd
9 5@ oreHs IRerdH ®1 N # S €, 98 WehR 8 Hehdl @
YerEl § Afeen wfateEl el Suftefq @@l ®, ofeRd Sqe e ot
IR @iyl ¥ gwifad @ 21 39 'R Wt JU yErE 9 8w ufted|
HL Hhd B

39 fomm o o wfeen fogw g W@ g W@ % goa e
q T et stiu=ifier risA &1 A & aSt Tk Gl o ST
w1 fo=R R swer Sidia dF "eEqul §E &1 g fEse fea A
g-amfeeh, s wd wed goneltl F A fave o § 92 e €
AR TH-TW H gufad off wd & o &, ufeen wiEs-faues @
T WY 93N, @ WU favery © fb enud erwe wo =i @ ww fafy=
HAfed o WET HE o wmE TR Rl Wk €1 A0 oy € fh
Hfeen wiHg do faures %3 < fodfta fawl = sige fad Afeest
Y 92 g8 W HEE A fqures ¥ Siemn wedt € a1 S99 uE srden
FH S T, Y o S HUTHRHIU H UBA W el NS W@ GHdl
2l 3= dfeae & fawg § @ dem =T @, @Y & fag sk W
& 9d we qum faval d off wEE e @ wifew gw dw
22 | w1 H W 8?7 W TN W U TR WA WU a9 ol
© ST SM? Sustainable Development Goals &1 €7 398 37k Wil
+Y G99 €, TAE HE UH G @ Y TN S STewEs 2l

oreh wBetl 1 TS o WHE W Hew R W &g T g1 A
% 8d @l d WY U < 1 e, SH-u Ao U6 3Hd §e
fARAT @R gachar & GR ofd Hewqul €1 3 Teqell ¥ S aHd
e o g 9 fa 'R U™ R wifew dfeew BH 9
Hfeenati ® f IR MU @R R % faw e o =Ry
Tg M eH o4 el B off X Tk B 9@ fF UE eteR <@ T
2 fF @l q Afeerd wE s € wWeg v ot fame sl W
WU % Ged W W 8, d U eW € Wi €1 Afgensti Wi
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foem iR deie (IT) o fafg=t ool W @Y o o Y e
=fEwl Women friendly tools o @&y # wqfaq foem & g3n 2l

T 9% T8 o =il f u' e & wfeen wid’l w§ faumes
F AW Wl T e T W R ® i @ e w
Thdl T 9 ¥ IReR H Tdchar ®1 gfter fon @ oufeen freem @
W U T T W W T g fam § gam € F e
g & w1 = g dAfeen weg e fours faee o aRdE 9ige
H reft o9 X I Th T e % whdl 1 hoondt, T e, ks,
T, W, wieere, ufe, S, i mefey, s, T s
R gRm et S sHer Afeensti 4 oM whed W YUTETR &,
T g Td U G oh S gEf AR 9 W@ €, SHd Afgen
-yt TRon @ wehdl €1 Te Won SAet fafee gfieet o weg
X Ghdl &1 W A ok swfatify @ gfwer enft eifig, ww oE
afent et St TR, defRifees SR oAue TS Seard i SR 39
% TYEA heH WM W ANRH HTl|

9 W faverm ® fF 5@ o@ed § @9 aef == w@gd STant,
TREYT U1 GHEERE B 39 e 9 S q@R, 9fgsm & fem,
AT 3R Heheu fiehal Y oME, 9 BER Higen SH-ufdtireRy
o GYER 9RA T G T IRETel S OE 8Nl S Fe
T geH 1 St oftm @i () “SefieR’’ wegd gen €, SHeh AR
At A e, SiaeR s iR WERed U e geit o vreR
e iy HerR 1 TR W ¥eR N ARl 3w 3§ a # Sft
VIR 1 Heu T He-hel SBdl T ¥ H 2 TS Gal W - -SHerare
2, Bt ff S 71 72 o forar shem aodr 81 Worrd el afen,
T e fEIR Wea-e o e W Sied Yol @ - e % WeR
O GO §, WR R T T % e O aer e
fea - @ o S Sed w1 ot B S Ul s Wew wHeeY, §W
fire wm w1 e wE W, A R Sed &Y, WE S w6 w
gl a9 9@ St @ AW, gEfae TE R 9t ot et e €, eifig
Sterert-fmtt Tgufe €, W o oy e @1 R S W o e
vIfe 1 TEEE TS ST BT B H 1O o Rl GHGA Sug e
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T o 9 Tl ©§ T @Edt g SHH e g stor fasfas
% M U #ed §-
“ifd: shatesr arion wfader gfa: eum”

g gl

T TR o WY H GEEAg Ugdid S, eIy Su-usatd S,
AR GUEES S, IRy S HOE i AMAE 31eme Heean, fafire
aAfaformo iR 36 TARe W oy wefi fafresH &1 T 9x R 9 wed
¥ @ra &t gl

FOR
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Higew e W sRTeR &t 9rieEr §*

yfaftaa AfaferTor, AFE JumEst St oh ST Ui, SR oy
& o5 § T gHer & g9 3o 3R wEd i SAEvgshdl 21 a1 wedl
& Tl B TR 3 WH §ERE i el SR We " qe S+
foeminieeh SqalvA & foau ed A gumEs St s e €

A e ST S gHen el € for At fosra H auet @i 9nfisr
T W F YUEHA F w1 AR FHEA H 9gE 9 % fon iR
Hfeens o wia dguE e & fog ofitr o g2 = %M W ®© T s
BN WA ‘St wene 9 qgie’ A el w1 Sfed, gean SR fan
gifyem s oifieh faomar (gender inequality) &1 Sg W W8R !
B 39 WHOF § U Wl WHU € TR @ Afgened o TR, S
3R % W FE & o feran et iR witeg €1 2w W @ o1 HAfen
SR STehT 36 ek 3R gl Wewfin o fou et z<a 9
o 2

JUFHEA S, MY 3 HIE ! Ueeufd St ok Ifamur W sEd % sid
T oieid g 19 9IoU o RY W & 39 oM SR ST Wiy whed
T T w1 5 sl | S werEn i Sed H qen geer & gt wfaanh
a2

H gt ud wegafa swdt gfqen Efifie wiea St a6t of w3 9 e
g for 3= ot T@i Sufterd SRt B9 ekt ANTRE foRar €1 <@ % Feled
GauTeh U W Ug Al YeH TfEe B % HRU SR STqe iAol
HAfoRa qUT FESIeh S oh ST ST9d § 379 I i Aleensti o
fou, foviveny wfgen wigsl iR fqume o fog Won #1 W g1 ees
fogarqul SqEieA TE FEHE Sufeifd 7 39 SO &1 R i g
2l

i, o we W fag ot Sayd @1 B 9 97 wier Tk g
foer W emaifi@ on, zEfeT WM U9 | o four on f& = vO wfeen

*Hfgel SHUTaAEE & TS THA & 99T % IFE W A9, T8 fKeelt (5-6 7,
2016)
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SR SR Hol 9T 1 STCHENd Y 1O fieht, 7o @R o1
1 o X H 7Y GRhIO i SN ? Wik Heh RISH o SR A
Tegafa S, SU-TAfd St ¥ TR WUEES S, Shsig whE, qewtE,
oM AR, g9 Afeen WEal a1 T o1 fauifmmiet 4 59 s
& Y 39 R 1 e $R g ik Y, SO gg §gd Haiw gan
o 38 fomR 1 wefhar &1 9 sg9e w2

Y S =T gg, U fauR 9 ey, el 1 SR Germel W
ARH-FEH g3, faem ik &m &t 7€ feng, € geyeH gefl, 9 9«
qEE PoudH 21 e TEA Sl $o F8l U € 7F fwer €, S6 9 W
IAT B

T 4 9o 29 Gaok 08 ¥8 W ¥ % o wmg e mn ? fR
IRd &1 Afead 3+ foiu AR, W AT a8 Y, A STt
(inner strength) =1 TY 3R T Hded W T8 T, Yiawal, Wi 3R
T e Y fwent 9 stfuserd €1 9@ o R 39 faeR Wl ded
3 1 FEE quEl wed A SAuiat € el gendt €

et ohaal Afee-gg W & fomm 9 X afcw g fmor o S ot
TI@ &5 ®, S9 " W = Y, 0 fHeRT Bl U alieh 9 @ 3R TH
U foER 3R Hehed oh HY HE HH 1 ST H

T 2¥d T8 ot o T fafay fowma g o ar # wfeanett & smya
AR gfeshiol &1 @19 I3 WU SR Seh uRyed (perspective) i
Fifa-fmior (policy making) & wfHet feren ST stesem o € fof wfeenet
1 Sl Torifas TRl @ qum el o g oy g ®, 9 iR
SR foehTe o Tl o Wi S-S AR W9TE S | 3tfen |k
AR Haeior Tt 2l

3T AR W 3H 9 ¥ off §eHd B fh 39 wWed 9 §H wae!
g Won IR favard W gen € % ' Afeenet o wy-wy 9O &
et ol SR e oF wmifetes, enfilen faentd qen gumed o weft swE
o et faumd oIk R-fqur St i o qeam o god, g
AR iRl =eE Y Tehdl €1 I8 favard @ik T8 Hehed 39 FHEIoH
H TaQ S STAH 2
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T 3@ A W WH T Tl S, S 3u-Tgatd st 3K
SN G S 3R el wfaw 2eifae ifed St &1 38 g9
T 3IUferd g4 9o WRUTRRE AFIERF i o ot 859 9§ SR e shidl
gl H W % A TeAl qen R T faumHsdl #1 AR weed 6
I Gp iR iR difgew areH & fou owe s €1 § W
faurmea o presiding officers @1 i Y@} &l § 54 39 STRNH
F FHA TH § HEEyYl gean T

AR 1 A WER"” T A temer, o A wifte =k
J foRivdR W @1 AR T I T oheel YW SGE § diceh 3
IZ9H ¥ Hecqul AEE fRa @1 g9 SR a7

Td Tk | A, A W PAR; oG bl GEIHHA, el SHeA
T, oot &1 g@ geHl, diwd sien dfda w1 s | sy &
® H AU w o 0T g YR o5 Hd 2

&0 fafi=T Uell ot wfified oee mdt gud e, e TS Ruge,
st wen meft, st wft gfem S, st efema wR A,
gt 3w AR, et I <EE SR sl Yot =91 o ot wgd S
g el e IR fafasdr 9 R gT A erwal R Tl w1 wren fhen
S99 o] &1 "R 9gd 1 a7 Gl

fafeo= &= 1 oo #Adr o @Y, #iHdr gam "ere,
st T g, S %, B, A g 39 s e o
1 Ih! Wiehd WA @R AFEH @ foy SR e w1 S =y

B0 gl i 3R Tigg 2amifert St T ST wfdemenedt ghe dam
AR e & oy a9 € fSeiH el I AU AeHies Joa-eeht |
W Tech AiEehfaeh STIVEl i WgE ol

T 7@ W oo v Sl o S T I R T e S
wmedt g fSeld eferm-ston Sl SR S9if § B ok SIS 9gd HH gAY
g SR Uk FEer T dur T

T WR 1 TEeH 3% ol SR faum o eI erfds wean
o fo 5a1 GorE €9 ¥ WU A8 8 Wkl o1l TEHOH i s @
% TE A YA AHel 1 9gd Al o HaASH RNl otk 9 o Wered
st e Ty, wfea i €1 oo, 9o o GAohgd o Tgel <9 R
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&t srfremy @i, Wt 3 TH 3TEISH w WA I9H o fau 9gd Heed
H1 81 H dien qa Gfedrem & stfueniEl T wHeiEl qun geg aiER,
oM wae @I @i eied | wrika 9ol (agencies) o fafu= ety
FHIRAT I IToh e o T g@R H a6 Bl

H o0l o1d 1T GEYA IR T foeR @R @t foede< % s

T 9 A = gl

“Rights, powers and prestige are not things to be demanded.
They are for us to command.”

AR Tl foeemR St 3 el o

‘o ad ¥ S eAR T A BH o R ®1 oA, 9 Sh Hied §, $Eeh
famg & g @ vss Mo €1 feem St wd €1 9 R aw S 21

T3 faverd B fo 5@ goier # o fhy Y @R gea™ fhy g
foaR T S 9RA o o § gUR WA @ STelfed s R’

T, 8 79 i 89 SR Hfgen fkaw 7Aen| 39 99 39t fawy
-UH A &1 ufden e, e afgensti ofR aifermis @ SHeR
HEcRIanat i Wi H W & forg gidegd 8, W gy SR S
TaiTel i A < ST Heh, wigened 3R gl w1 Fafed Yoo @, geaeh
AR or=fell Hepfa (inclusive and flexible culture) =1 gsH &l 3R
Afgestl qe1 qeul o ANREl 1 HHAF Yol fohal S

T WA o GR B o fau oy gt st B ifim gyt

TS|
SOR
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BRICS WOMEN
PARLIAMENTARIANS’ FORUM*

It is my privilege and honour to welcome the distinguished

gathering to the beautiful city of Jaipur, popularly known as the
pink city, for the meeting of the BRICS Women Parliamentarians on
the theme 'Women Parliamentarians'—Enablers for Achieving SDGs’.

This meeting is an endeavour on the part of BRICS Women
Parliamentarians to provide an opportunity for strengthening
parliamentary cooperation in furthering the agenda of BRICS. | am
sure that we will gain invaluable insights into the, different
dimensions of the issues with the active participation from all the
delegates who have assembled here. In my opinion there could not
have been a better-venue than the State of Rajasthan to discuss
the theme of the Conference as the State is led by a dynamic
woman Chief Minister, and it also brings to mind a remarkable tradition
in the State of Rajasthan in the area of sustainable development.

Rajasthan receives scanty rainfall concentrated over barely
3-4 months of the year. The society here nurtured a strong tradition
of water conservation and sustainable use of water resources derived
from the teachings of leaders, such as—Shree Guru Jambheshwar
Bhagwan and others, who preached preserving bio-diversity and
sustainable natural resource management in order to peacefully
coexist with nature. Taking forward this tradition, which had mainly
women at the forefront, resulted in a community-driven effort in
the area of rainwater harvesting, water conservation and watershed
development making Rajasthan virtually a drought-free State. There
were nine droughts between 1997 and 2007, and still Laporiya village

* Inaugural Address at the Meeting of BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum, Jaipur,
Rajasthan (20 August, 2016)
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in Rajasthan did not require a single water tanker as the village
developed unique dyke system called the “Chauka” and other
traditional water conservation methods to set an example for others
to emulate. One of the first environmental movements, which was
inspired by women, was the ‘Chipko’ movement (Women tree
huggers). It started in the early 18th century in Rajasthan. Women
risked their lives—Amrutha Didi was one—to protect forest trees
from being felled. In Uttarakhand and other States also, such
campaigns continued.

Distinguished Delegates, BRICS is a relatively young group. The
Group has taken impressive strides beginning from a forum for
consultation on economic issues of mutual interest to evolving into
a group which now has various topical global issues on its agenda.
The agenda cooperation in addressing global and multilateral issues
of mutual interest has been carried forward in the last seven Summits
and several Ministerial meetings. We hope that it would be
considerably furthered during India’s chairmanship for this
year, especially at the 8th Summit to be hosted by India later in
October.

The BRICS countries together comprise 43 per cent of the world
population, contributing 37 per cent of the world GDP. The success
of the SDGs will heavily be dependent on their successful
implementation in the BRICS countries. So with agreement reached
on the 'what' we have to get on with the ‘how’.

Our collective track record of achievement of the MDGs has
been an uneven picture and at current rates over 970 million people
will still be in poverty in 2016. This is not only politically untenable;
it is also economically unviable and morally indefensible. It is in this
context, | feel, we need to concentrate on some of the most
fundamental issues that remained at the core of the development
debates. As Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, India’s leading political
philosopher and mass leader once said, and | quote: ‘Integral
humanism is the basis for development as it espouses indigenous
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economic model that puts the human being at the centre state’.
| emphasize what he said—human being should be at the centre
stage in any economic model.

He placed the welfare of the poorest at the centre of his
thoughts. This is what we also see in the 2030 Agenda. | strongly
feel that development at the cost of our culture is not sustainable.
Our Past tells us how civilizational strengths may steer us through
the contemporary challenges. It is important that we evolve our
own indigenous ways of achieving sustainable goals. While the 2030
Agenda acknowledges different national realities, capacities and
levels of development and respects national policies and priorities,
the fact remains that it is in our collective interest to implement
the SDGs efectively. It is a vital necessity for ensuring peaceful,
sustainable and just world. Ensuring food security and adequate
nutrition, healthcare, education, etc., and at the same time
developing and acquiring green technologies to save the
environment, require resources that the least developed and
developing countries may not be able to generate on their own.
Therefore, the 2030 Agenda requires that mobilization of financial
resources as well as capacity building and transfer of technologies
to Developing countries on favourable terms, will play a vital role in
the implementation of the SDGs.

Climate change possesses grave risks. Women are most vulnerable
people, and therefore, are most at risk from climate change. They
spend increasingly long hours hunting for food, fuel and water, or
strugge to grow crops. Through their experiences and traditional
knowledge, women can offer valuable insights into better managing
the climate and its risks. However, their knowledge about traditional
practices is often excluded from decisions about sustainable
ecosystems. In addressing Climate Change, we should forge a global
public partnership to harness technology, innovation and finance to
put affordable clean and renewable energy within the reach of all.
Equally, we must look for changes in our life styles. That will make
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us less dependent on energy and more sustainable in our
consumption.

‘Nurture the Nature’ has been the guiding philosophy of Indian
way of living. We are committed to a sustainable path to prosperity.
It comes from the natural instinct of Indian tradition and culture.
But it is also routed firmly in our commitment to the future. Our
National plans are ambitious and purposeful. New capacity of
175 gigawatt of renewable energy over the next seven years; energy
efficiency, a tax on coal; a huge afforestation programme; reforming
our transportation; and cleaning up our cities and rivers. In the
words of our popular Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi: “When we
speak only of climate change, there is a perception of our desire to
secure the comforts of our lifestyle; when we speak of Climate
Justice, we demonstrate our sensitivity and resolve to secure the
future of the poor from the perils of natural disasters”.

The bond between the Indian people, especially women and
trees, is very strong. Various trees, fruits, plants have special
significance in Indian traditions. All plants and flowers have medicinal
value in Indian System of Medicine, Ayurveda. Indian ethos drive
home the importance of preserving nature by deifying it through
centuries. A Hindu household is considered incomplete if it does
not have a Tulsi, the holy basil, the Tulsi plant in a courtyard because
it not only purifies air but also offers cure for several ailments.
Similarly, Indian women worship various trees like what we call, the
Bargad, the Banyan tree; Pipal, the sacred fig; the Aamla, the Indian
gooseberry, not only for their beneficial medicinal properties but
also for seeking blessings for the family.

Today, much of India’s development agenda is mirrored in the
Sustainable Development Goals. We have chosen the path of removing
poverty by empowering the poor. Now, | would like to make a
mention of a few recent initiatives launched by India for promoting
inclusion and social advancement. The initiative of ‘Jan Dhan Yojana’
or ‘National Mission on Financial Inclusion’ which aims at covering

204



all households in the country with a bank account and insurance
benefit, is just one example of empowering people and unleashing
their entrepreneurial energies. The ‘Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao’ or
the scheme to promote Girl Child and educate Girl Child brings the
girl child at focus of all efforts for development. ‘Make in India’,
‘Skill Development’, ‘Digital India’ are some of the new initiatives
taken by the Government to accelerate the growth in our country.

The implementation of the noble goals in the SDGs will be
successful only when we present a united front. | am sure, we are
all aware of what this entails for the BRICS countries. In order to
leverage our position with regard to issues of global concern,
especially, the SDGs, the BRICS countries need to strengthen our
cooperative mechanisms and to innovate new institutional means
for meeting the needs of the Member countries. Multilateral
cooperation like the New Development Bank established by the
BRICS, is a step forward in that direction. The NDB can be
instrumental in filling the massive gap in investment in infrastructure
and sustainable development resources in emerging and developing
economies, and also giving them a greater voice in the development
finance architecture.

Our goal should, above all, be to secure inclusive development
for all people and to share responsibilities equitably, just as we say
in our shloka:

Ly M0 9d IR0 9vag| 9d hEAETAG 99 ges Tl

It means: May all cross their difficulties. May all see good and
auspicious things. May all get their wishes fulfilled; and may everyone
everywhere be happy. That is our philosophy.

Women are the fountainheads of life. The family, the society,
the community and the country, go around women and it is them
who hold the world together. Women are the natural care givers.
They are the first providers, the first educators, the first resource
allocators in the family and society, and they are the natural

205



protectors of the environment. In households, women are often
the primary energy managers and are more likely than men to
conserve energy through a greater willingness to alter everyday
behaviours.

As women parliamentarians from the BRICS Parliaments, we are
here to make a forceful statement that we have a pivotal role in
ensuring that all these happen in our respective countries. We must
recognize that, as women, we all are concerned with policy issues
that affect life at the level of family and community, and other
larger social concerns, especially, in areas like education,
infrastructure and health.

The role of women parliamentarians as enablers of achievement
of the SDGs need to concentrate on our role as people’s
representatives helping to highlight the concerns of the people as
well as mobilizing the participation of the citizens in issues of
governance and sustainable development. As women
parliamentarians, we also have special responsibilities as well as
advantages in providing leadership to women and grass-roots
organizations, which are engaged in addressing issues like Climate
Change.

We, as parliamentarians, have various roles — legislative,
representational and leadership. As legislators, we can bring our
knowledge and understanding of topical issues and also concerns
about the SDGs and their implementation to bear on the content
of legislative proposals. Our representational roles extend, to our
engagement with the governance processes to represent the
concerns of our constituencies, helping the Government define
development priorities and supporting them in their implementation.
Parliamentarians also have the leadership roles in that. In that, we
can provide leadership too, and mentor elected representatives at
the grassroots — that is more important— and help initiate
development projects and local bodies in securing funding for their
own projects.
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The 2030 Agenda also recognizes the essential role to be played
by the National Parliaments in ensuring accountability at different
stages of the policy cycle and their implementation. Beside, global
developmental targets have to be made locally relevant, viable and
then implemented by involving various stakeholders so that we
create country ownership for the SDGs.

In all of these, we, as women Parliamentarians, have added
responsibilities because worldwide women face disproportionate
risks and greater burdens from the impacts of poverty, climate
change and other social political and economic crisis.

We come from different political systems which provide different
institutional platforms for our voices to be heard. We may have
different concerns on our agenda depending on our own individual
preferences and expertise but as Parliamentarians, our roles are not
much different because we represent people and people in our
respective countries have similar concerns which also define our
responsibilities.

To conclude, India is committed to working with international
community to craft an ambitious, comprehensive and equitable
development agenda with poverty eradication at its core. The Indian
Parliament is ready to play its role in this noble endeavour. India’s
support is inline with Indian philosophy of 'returning back more
than what one receives'. That is our philosophy. In fact, in a prayer,
we say that ‘Oh God, please keep my mental framework such that
I always remain committed for giving more than what | receive’. We
say:

STerTaaR ST YA WaT iR, SERTITe ST, w6 T

That is what we always say that we have to give more than
what we get. So, let us work together to achieve the noble goals

as laid down in the SDGs. In this context, | would again like to
quote. Sanskrit shloka and that is also our philosophy:

< WeHTee, He Al e, ¥ d1d i 7, qeitid Areedianeq @ fafge
2, % et wnfa: wf=
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It means, ‘Om! May he protect us, may we enjoy the knowledge
together, may we work with great energy, may our journey together
be brilliant and effective, may there be no bad feelings between
us. That is why we say peace, peace and peace everywhere'. That
is what every now and then we pray.

| once again extend a hearty welcome to all of you to this
gathering of BRICS Women Parliamentarians. | wish the meeting very
successful deliberations and all the delegates a very enjoyable and
pleasant stay in our country.

| am, particularly, delighted to acknowledge with thanks the
special role of Shrimati Vasundhara Rajeji, the hon’ble Chief Minister
of Rajasthan, who has shouldered the utmost responsibility of putting
in place all arrangements for holding this meeting. | am also glad to
acknowledge the special privilege of working with Hon’ble Speaker
of Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, Shri Kailash Meghwalji, who has
taken special care in making sure that all facilities are in place.

So, with these words, | am very glad to inaugurate the Meeting
of BRICS Women Parliamentarians Forum.

Thank you very much.
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BRICS WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS’
FORUM —VALEDICTORY SESSION*

We now come to the conclusion of the Meeting of the BRICS
Women Parliamentarians’ Forum. Last year, when the BRICS
Parliamentary Forum first met at Moscow, a new journey began in
the inter-parliamentary dialogue among the BRICS countries. The
BRICS parliamentary forum is a building bloc of the BRICS architecture.
We must build BRICS, brick by brick, Jaipur, the pink city of palaces,
signifies another new journey as the venue of the first ever meeting
of the BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum. It is a historic occasion
as it brought together women Parliamentarians, from Asia, Europe,
Africa and Latin America for the first time. It is certainly a great
occasion for us to host the Women Parliamentarians from BRICS
countries who have gathered here, deliberated on subject matters
which are close to our heart from the development perspective.
This meeting is taking the Moscow initiative to a higher plane.

Distinguished Delegates, | strongly believe that dialogue among
Parliamentarians is important in deepening cooperation and
promoting strategic partnerships, especially in the context of Agenda
2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals. This event is conceived
in that spirit. | am grateful to you all for coming here and
participating in the deliberations of the agenda. Not only that
Members of Parliament are in a better position to interface between
citizens and Government, and also laws and legislations are
instruments through which sustainable development can be brought
about. Environmental laws, for example, have a great bearing on
climate change, which, in turn, will impact ecology. These are the
topics which we have discussed. We must learn and benefit from

* At the Valedictory Session of the meeting of BRICS Women Parliamentarians’
Forum, Jaipur, Rajasthan (21 August, 2016).
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the best practices available in BRICS countries. | greatly appreciate
your active participation and the valuable suggestions you have
offered. | am sure, this will encourage us to meet regularly to
discuss issues and exchange views in order to acquire deeper insights
and develop a perspective on the problems and challenges faced by
us as lawmakers to make our planet a better place to live in.

During the two day deliberations, we discussed three important
subjects, namely, ‘Perspectives on implementation of SDGs’,
‘Achieving SDGs-Role of Women Parliamentarians in Involving Citizens’
and ‘Containing Climate Change—Imperatives of Global Cooperation'.

The first subject bears great relevance in the context of our
journey towards the Millennium Development Goals coming to an
end and we are now moving forward to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals, a concept far more comprehensive and inclusive
than the former. | strongly believe these 17 goals and the 169
associated targets have the potential to transform the future of
our countries by accelerating our endeavours and to take us on the
path of a meaningful growth, in close harmony with nature. It must
be our endeavour to achieve these goals in our own interest and
in global interest, as well. As law makers, it is our responsibility to
oversee and monitor the implementation strategies and mechanisms
of the SDGs put in place by our respective Governments.

The second subject — Achieving SDGs — Role of Women
Parliamentarians in involving Citizens was also of great significance
from the developmental perspective. Development must be gender
inclusive, if it is to be equitable, sustainable and effective. Unless
women and the resources they represent are fully integrated into
the developmental processes, there cannot be a meaningful
development and inclusive growth. Therefore, mainstreaming gender
equity is vital for ameliorating the socio-economic conditions of
people within the framework of sustainable development. | think
there is a pressing imperative to mainstream women’s involvement
in the developmental dialogue, strategies, mechanisms and
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partnerships. The time has come to make the system understand
how critical the role of women Parliamentarians is in this context.
As women, we have a natural instinct towards development and
progress. As | have said earlier, we are seen as agents of change.
It is widely recognised that if there is money in a woman's hand,
there is money in her house; if the woman's hand is strong, her
family is strong; and if there is happiness on a woman'’s face, there
is happiness in her home. As development partners, we can involve
citizens in the process of development and can also strengthen
innovative partnerships with civil society organisations to scrutinize
and assess the effectiveness of various Government programmes.
Therefore, active involvement of our women Parliamentarians in
the process will result in a greater responsiveness towards citizen’s
needs and will lead to a greater harmony, meaningful development
and inclusive growth. This will ensure that the fruits of Development
spread across various sectors of society. At the national level, we
can have multi-party and multi-portfolio committees or forums of
women Parliamentarians for advancing the goals of SDGs in a
crosscutting way, and at the international level constructive
cooperation and strategic partnerships will accelerate the march
towards SDG targets.

Another important subject covered during the Meeting was
Containing Climate Change—Imperatives for Global Action. Climate
change affects humanity as a whole, but, at the same time we, as
developing countries, have our own challenges. We welcome the
Paris Agreement, which is anchored in the UNFCCC and is ambitious
agreement based on the principles of equity and common issues
but differentiated responsibilities. | note with satisfaction that
this Forum has highlighted the concerns shared by the BRICS
countries on climate change and the ways and means to deal with
it. Overall, the priority theme of the Meeting and the Sessions
focussed on the implementation areas and also highlighted the
emphasis that Member States are expected to put on SDGs.
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As we are closing the historic event on a memorable note, |
express my sincere appreciation to all of you for your active and
meaningful participation in the discussions during the informed
sessions we have had over the past two days. | am sure, the valuable
suggestions you have given and the experiences we all shared
amongst us during the deliberations will be useful in further
streamlining our development agenda. An event, of this magnitude
is made possible only with the involvement of many individuals and
agencies. On behalf of all the Distinguished Delegates, and on my
own behalf, | express my sincere gratitude to the Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Rajasthan, Smt. Vasundhara Raje for sparing time from
her busy schedule to join us in the Meeting and for her very insightful
Valedictory Address. We are thankful to the Hon'ble Chief Minister,
her ministerial colleagues, various Departments of the Government
of Rajasthan and other agencies, for the wholehearted cooperation
extended in facilitating a successful conclusion of this Meeting. We
are also grateful to Shri Kailash Chandra Meghwal ji, Hon'ble Speaker
of the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly, for his utmost cooperation in
making this event a grand success. | thank the Secretary of the
Rajasthan Legislative Assembly and his dedicated team of officers
and staff for the efficiency and commitment they have shown in
organizing this Meeting successfully. | thank all the women
Parliamentarians of BRICS countries, especially the Chairpersons of
various Sessions and Panelists and Delegates who participated in
this event. Their valuable participation has indeed enriched the
proceedings of this event.

Our thanks are also due to the Secretary-General of Lok Sabha
Shri Anoop Mishra, Secretary Dr. D. Bhalla and the Officers and staff
of the Lok Sabha Secretariat for their unstinted efforts in organising
this event. | also thank the members of the Core Committee for
their support and cooperation. | greatly appreciate the cooperation
they all have extended to make the Meeting a grand success. | also
take this opportunity to thank the Ministries involved in this event,
particularly the Ministry of External Affairs for their cooperation
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and support. Before concluding, let us resolve to continue our
endeavours towards achieving the SDGs and to promote these goals
as a universal frame-work. Our commitment should be towards the
implementation of the Declaration and the Resolution that we have
made here and in Moscow on this subject. | have no doubt that we
will exceed the expectations going by the enthusiasm and
involvement shown over the past two days. | wish you all a pleasant
and safe journey back home and | hope you will cherish beautiful
memories of this Meet.

Thank you.
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e ARA Tavr ofk wfgemsi
& Gfeha AriarT*

TEHR A A @, faviveR afeenet &t gfed it ¥ @S 9Rd
e =t & 2019 Gk Wiwl foRT WM ool oo o &9 | wieifigeRar < 21 H
TrEht € fop ofid &1 o 4 Toes R faee o sfaa st gl g ®,
e 1.14 @@ el @R 59 el 4 @ W g W v @ gaa =i fme
21 39 |l 39 = Uwd o gl w5 7, TR 39 dwe s 2
e, feareel wew @ fafann 4 @2 1 ga o v 9 goa T siftd
fean 2

79 9t ST ® fop @y Sfed & foT 91 =41, U, e T e
AU S YT B ToS SIenl | E gH T W Tohd © 3N W
IR | € T WA 1 9 e 81 Ueeiudl Hered el 4 "R o el W
A7 foaR Yehe Y U Hew ol o wEl o, fo § Tet Ssud et €i—

“When there is both inner and outer cleanliness, it approaches

godliness”.

et St 7 otk faee e 1 A7 & T T o, afew AR T SR
AN o ‘ol Sfean’ | T § € Sae o e g €1 wereA el areeites
esdl R ot fowiy a1 4 91 areda |, T e | arareRe & 7E, YRR
AR w7 ot giod 81 21 Cleanliness and purity are not matters of instinct
but they are matters of education, habit, mentality and principles.

3=l o foaR # TEE HMd g oS I8 I UH SH-3TRe
®Y W GohT B ST W T SHAAAE Toh T T Gl @A A aaenvl &
fmfor 2g TR 21 39 go1 ¥ o0 Tt wlenstt w1 AeH weifusw Hewet
B W3 qRA faeH-Treor 7 shaet Afgensti 1 gean SR A yEE S @
Sfesh Sh! Wi To T TR SR el 1 W 6 @ a9 i e o
Ik g frvem i oft <wifar @1 = fawm S awiierd o fomn goa e @
AR v AR o forg wfeenetl @ seaw wfem 3R Won =i & e el

*Tes YR A () oF Afeen EWed H o9mu (9 TdeR, 2016)
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T herd @ o Ak e gen fufe g @ @ wen et ffea g @
dfera g ww Afeen fofya e @ @ 9 ofem fafed eiar 21 (Women
are agents of social changes the world over. When we are educating
a women, we are educating society as a whole.) dl YR @=adl o
TR | ot B9 e Tehd ¢ foh Tr=odl o Wew o N § U Hiee i e
H Al T M G IR e @ S| G ¥ 98 Seoiadd ©, Fiifen
T 3@ € TR 0 M H SAEITE $iR W T | 9fead st 2

Green Earth, Clean Earth is our dream worth. Teh T Saq o
AT 78 % gEare € 3R 9% el WA 9l e gepfd o oy 9 &
fq@rn T B TR % WENT U SHeed 39 o i e S 2

g off g9 ? for a=o 9§ € aifernel | G U Heltor o Ufd Wepfdeh
B Bl 81 B AT S | 3@ € TR sid-widt aiferenid off et e
e UG o T Wi SR AU TS =Sl bl 9gd WHE Ud Hoieh § W
1 FAE Tl 81 A9 Fe HEAT S TRl 3 [Ehd g €, 9 W 39 oW
1 gfte Lt € o Afecet s Gve qrierd € @ieh e i At
1 S-S qeh UgH HY < I okt w1 T8 WA SH H HAm g
et €1 ST 31 T Bl SASIE R s w9 H W ya Ty €, 9
e € W €l

Soorag ® T sfem o gft &5 9 o 9+t w1 W wfgene Sfted &
B9 H I T WA 3T § = o ooy o, W e, Yot 2ed J4 (TEuEsh)
1 T o, el o, e ied @ s weresE @ Hher 9 %
T A g H 1 T HegH Y @ & foh wigened 3 ges ¥ SR Weewier
T B S UE osie © T w=s uRd wEwH W Afusmre =ftrem
Sredi/Eha/igen Afeerd € €

Tfeenes 4 7 Shaet T R Hi dfceh 3194 Mal i fTHIRE off o g
g giafred &6 § yg@ qftek fE - ST ma W 9 3R wE
g § v 7 w0 PR wfafd % ge= g9 % A Afee |1 thad e
el i SASITE S ehdll €, Sfeeh gheh! fRazar off gifvea st 81w
TR T SR AN fEHr=el W 1 wel fen wrewa | wfeen witdd i g9
% SEY SEEI0 T, Sl 3= AW el I 7 helel ASIE a9 dfeh
30 Tl S ¥ SR Aqrier @ )
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AT o 1% el o foI &g e o @R S @n fran T,
T ST Thad o fiell, WG SRR 2014 H R & Ao F SH
SIS =1 €9 o fordn TR 1 W= 9Ra Af9aH 1 T sub-mission,
Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) 38 S8vd © IR¥ far € fF 2 s1erge,
2019 T it TrEOr &5 W gul wres wH o Wiy € gel ¥ v o g
T WY 39 fEwn ¥ g9 o o @ ¥ §g TW 91 w1 76 ® fh 3R e
39 % 39 59 el o wifge 2, 5= got & siegea fSen =ifia fan mn
21 W WM W8T i WK T § 3T G 1 TgAn Sriferd 21 e wigerd
& TH G H GIUR F| Y 9 HT Fif-RIf ST T AAIF @ W
& ud et St % TH T H G H R 2

Afgensti 4 7 wacl Hifeded & €9 § HrEdward & W@ fwa 2, afew
A T o Yo tmio | el o w9 § IR dow g g9 o 6 l oh
w9 ¥ orafire qqref wee o oft o foen @1 geften sheR, whier SR wdE,
i 7€ Geheu fora fop o aa qo ool el R e oS, < ae T
T e SASUE e S 1, T8 T Higw g % 9F AR gg Hehed
! gl 2

FS Falferh Uk TG S Aeihal % € S goed o drell §1 Y,
atifgen, faer, efEmn ik o= Tl o o &5 &1 afgensti 3 39 g
o 9w W A e T feh A virere @l 9 3R, weles &
T ME § Th 15 a9 TSH! A0 | T ST H QT i AT Sl ARl
48 w2 T AT TR Aravy Ft AR Iedfia 1 3Tk frar 7 gwa o
Fiifer Ieh oG T4 & 9, Wl oEva ®1 AT W WIS Wi g@el <l
g1 3R IHh WX o S1EY Y= o F § SH HeHdl € | ey 7 oheel
R i % o A T T SR 2w % fe T U wee a9 T 3

et < § A9 A R @ g o et g fRT ST W TRafaa
TegYd I &1 BT M H fon T B qen iR 9gd-Fs efae Hel
AT 21 AT Fa I8 Wifad L G B T wms uRa fae’ 9 | T
I SR 99 T 21 B9 J el TR H N § YA w §, dic I8
off ghfyer T © foF wresar &1 ohael Afgenatl i HH T HE S 3t
30 o9 U Hige <A 1 G Il THH S| 59 @e w1 fewn o, gl
el o Toresdl w1 e i arell wigene ¥ AR« gfien w1 aen
Tl €| el o e U Higensi S Gkl E WY R g SEeh!
s FoheTdl g
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TG S-S 1 oote ¥ <9 | vl s i et @ € Afeh g
T2 i QR O A B S SN ST A s fe s
SFEIT S T, TR o T@-T@md Heequl 8, ol Ueh T e qHe
I B Hehdl 21 A0 T © R S gfaenet & forg etaveess =l w5t
AR off e fean sy Afgenen ©d s o e wi @l % fog Al
Jufera &1 U foren S =ifew) wfeenst o wHY g wHeT @ fen
e 2q wfgenew =1 et T =feT ud 3% W% @ Wafud ik o favg
T eI T STk i AEq difeh arHior &5 § off Afgensti o1 w@we
gaa ©I

T h! TR o UG ST it | o Afeenstl i fHen ol
213 T IRER, M9 U6 TH § wesd] Gel SEdhdl 9 § 98 § U
WM T ¥ Ted Td 9% | Y o, v o Rl e e @ & e
i TSl AT SO 3 ot Wet o gHAH W Hem 1 3 ot wgd
S e § N wiE e €1 $% IE Ao el @ TR um oheh 3 e faugred
T AT 3 @ ¥ Hiee T g o<t € Hewn o yHenfadt i gEeh
fowa & oren hd § @ 3% AR U 1 IR H 1 GA § TR T

T 3 &9 8 waste management il J€ 7 ohael TS| e, HEal
Hfceh TR SR HETRI i ot TR THE 8| e i g S et
21 D bio-degradable il € @ % non-degradable, 37eh FueM &
e ook BId 81 S el dl Seleieh el i i TH TeT GEE B/
TE 1, o7, GO A1 W B foF SH-SH Rl he-FweR W BH 9l TRl 9
ff 7T A WU S99 radiation T 1 H AU B Hehal B I,
FEI-TUA o g § S SR ATl Ik IR | S hi STEgHhdl 2
%o =Sl &1 recycle and reuse a1 ST Hevel € o ® =1 & 31@:, Th
R ftft g fsr oy afgenedl o shel W E o S ¥ el YA o
39 91d Skl B @ ST =18

T w9 H H T 9 & $8R % Higcl-shiantal, e T
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fava & TAR) s Bfg ATl SR @i T 2 off WRa w1 SN Skt
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FIH HEeeul o1d I8 © TR Tes 9Rd @, aef @ TRy qRa s
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218



NATIONAL WOMEN’S PARLIAMENT*

It gives me immense pleasure to be with you all today at this
Valedictory Ceremony of the National Women’s Parliament. At the
outset, | would like to thank Hon’ble Chief Minister
Shri Chandrababu Naidu ji and Dr. Kodela Siva Prasada Rao, Hon’ble
Speaker of Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly, for inviting me to
this august gathering. It is indeed a joy to be in this beautiful
capital city of Amaravati, which is being called the People’s Capital.
The people and the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh deserve rich
accolades for developing it as the most modern state-of-the-art
city. | offer my sincere appreciation to the Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly for their laudable initiative in organising this
important event on the theme ‘Empowering Women for Nation
Building’.

Friends, in recent months, the Parliament of India has been
making consistent efforts to mainstream the role of women
legislators in policy formation and programme implementation,
particularly in the development sphere. As you may recall, last year
in August, our Parliament hosted the first meeting of BRICS Women
Parliamentarians Forum in Jaipur. The Forum was initiated by us to
bring women parliamentarians of BRICS countries under one roof to
discuss ways and means of realising the targets of Sustainable
Development Goals. Prior to this Meeting, as a first step in this
direction, we had also organised a two day National Women
Legislators Conference in March 2016 on the theme ‘Women
Legislators: Building a Resurgent India’. The Conference, as you
know, was attended by over 350 Delegates comprising State

*At the Valedictory Ceremony of the National Women’s Parliament organised by the
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly, Amaravati (12 February, 2017).
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Legislators, Members of Parliament, Chief Ministers and Union
Ministers and Chief Ministers of various States. The Conference
dwelt on many important issues and challenges concerning women
with a special thrust on how women legislators could proactively
and productively contribute towards nation building.

Today, | am immensely pleased that a similar initiative has been
taken by the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly to bring together
women legislators and parliamentarians, as also eminent women
leaders from the civil society and the corporate world to continue
this important discussion on the role of women in nation building.
In fact, | consider the present convention as a continuation of our
endeavour to empower women and to help them in contributing
towards nation building. With this objective in mind, | am happy
to learn that during the last two days you have deliberated on a
number of important themes and contemporary challenges
concerning women including on women’s status and decision making
power, vision for the future and women as change makers in global
scenario, among others.

A TE UGSl WO W AU Hehl @ WA NN R SHR
Y R T B TS THE A R w H eferea wdt €1 emg g
39 e q I T @ ® TSl vl W BEW EENl 3N <¥
ofedi 9 eelferd g e ® SR U8 %W R S @l A @
Sfted <t 1 I YW, S U wHY €, 9% @EE 9 & el
21 shogured Tiar § 39 wvad 9 1 9gd € e 9 uiEn T
B “ifd: siate Aron wgfaden yfa: emm” (I, TRE H H g
g Mg A g, W g, A g, uf g R am R)

MY HT WX ATl 9 dSEEl TR Wl w1 o W Odl UeS
e A A A AT S e S §
adaA o defl. faey, @i foel, @A ded@ SR #HE T sd
oTl I FlaWETe srenstt 4 2w k1 4w fafe= & § Jvm feen @
o9 o € & etfug qol fover® ® R 3H uEA eRdl *1 GRS
Sl 9 Ween! URA wm|
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odaE H afgend wWeEREE el S efeR, ISR, dRR, W i
Y Tlegfed, T Td W as o Srerel - e Sl
defence and paramilitary sector, commercial driving, petrol pump
worker, security guards, fighter pilot & ®4 H 70 &/mar =1 9R==
T @ Rl AR AT &S W ge AR qguen ' R ST fou
UNR o e IR TU-70 &5 g &1 A9 qve €, favashal € I
i O S FH T

Today, technology has made the world a global village. In this
fast moving and rapidly developing world, where interdependence
amongst nations and societies has become more relevant, women
with her inherent qualities of love, compassion, devotion,
understanding, tolerance and patience have a very crucial and
proactive role to play at every level. Women have to be in the
driving seat to navigate the ship of life for family, society and
nation.

o foft erqua © for Afgend sa-ste fordht faenfaent a1 seiuferen
% 98 W Bl €l 98 fom i ufd wd e <A @ s @R
THNHs Bl €l % Wd o Hales fSA-fo9 vEEd § wfgen
gt 1 wem st € el e, wreen, Hesh, Wesdl i e
T Hefa erer-stent Aret W s @ fman T # SR 39 gfawned
H WR O A gl wiemde d WU emyd € R wAfeen wlatfiai
A faw @ Ted 9 WA s w9 fE-wfam 9@ 21 87 fafie e
fowal & SR @ Sfed TRqgsl & THeR HEE eHl 9% g
o folq @9g # Speakers Research Initiative R® feran B @R =<t
Tem H Afgen WSS THHl oM of W€, THER g@ gl g

| believe that if more and more women participate in policy making

and legislature, executive and judiciary, the direction and quality
of governance will improve a lot. 3fd:, AU 29 ¥t ¥ QY ¢ T
3T -3 FHEET ¥ I THRIRAl i THael ol Td 3Heh a9
Teff i SMCHEIT I AW MY G TEE B wS @t i WA wd
S eeh  SATE |
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ST hae Th FOS F1 THS & € dfcch 0 FSTIEF 3Tq T
Y e e S =fETl S A W wegesiier gl €, 3 wiierien,
oS o ardfass G9EE ® GHA B © SR 3ok GHHH ok
AN H gg-ge R e Bl 21 ST dar 1 wuE ot e 21 of
T W & WA W Weoh gl ol W ol €, Heehl @l Wl gl
o, Hfa e fafy fmior & =i % o 9riel g9 SR TR o
fu ot WA W@ g 2l

e e o fau off Wi sifues Hogeeial wd wafaeiel gl
? wEbifr o uififes Wi, TR o ®9 A qodl, 92 gu, diua g
1 T hael WU HIA § dfeh g I 21O OH Sl GO %
Hia ot SRt wiiesdl T gehe SO el @1 WY g, Sft WOH aed
dr fom & Wt § wgd @ g@-9w w el fol ad #1d
T JauE, e, Ao, wedl, St dadl wl gl @
arell gt €1 st B @ faverm ® fR AR wfecnet w1 sfud R
ot @t @ ° wd fau wd @ WA oF ®9 W Ooft oTUl wriepuIerd
fag # Tl ®

National Conference of Women Legislators' theme song I¥EH
o fogd Sarn T o T Afee] W, e Yaue, 9edl Ud HegAvid
S &1 giepe § ke URER, TS 3R 29 1 GReft 1 e
feom 2t Bl 39 ha ® ©ff v # houd ool wedl & @ @l
T ¥ 78 &l oft ¥ fF T o 7, St off Sfemsifa @1 5
H WE S W A T GE T wordt Bl A o AR e s
Bl W A e, A o R Ma—Sh o e ¥ Sfed gl
T % TR wod-Hod ®, TR - T T¢ o w6
Jpr-digl wefid fFa—adt o =t S &1 € o9 o % "ew
Tz, ¥H R T o e s w, AfRE W Sigd Hi, 9 s
H1 o HC 2| GE 9@ S A AN, gEfae @l e o9 %9 @ emed
et @, afug Sheeni-fest agufa g1 ) o oy B 21 wR
it w Wt AT Ve #1 TEE™ TE ANT &I BT

Distinguished Delegates and Friends! | would like to urge you

to contribute in whatever different ways you could towards
mitigating the problems faced by women in helping to empower
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them to contribute to the country’s development. It is my hope
that new perspectives and insights you gained during this
convention through the exchange of views and experiences will
help you to bring about positive outcomes for women in the society.
We have to now move from development and empowerment of
women to women led development and empowerment.

With these words, | once again thank you all for inviting me
here and | wish you all the very best in the discharge of your
onerous public roles and responsibilities in the future.

Thank you.
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WOMEN POLITICAL LEADERS : CLIMATE
CHANGE, WOMEN LAND RIGHTS AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT*

At the outset, | would like to express my sincere appreciation
to the House of Representatives of Indonesia and the Inter-
Parliamentary Union for the laudable initiative they have taken in
organising this World Parliamentary Forum on Sustainable
Development so as to provide a full range of comprehensive
perspectives to the Parliaments around the world in terms of
implementation of SDGs. This Forum is indeed a welcome initiative
that will provide us an extremely useful platform to facilitate the
sharing of policy analysis, experiences, best practices with respect
to the SDGs across the world Parliaments. | am happy that this first
World Parliamentary Forum on Sustainable Development has
also made special emphasis on the true meaning of SDGs: for the
people.

Distinguished Delegates, coming to the topic of our discussion,
we all know that climate change, women land rights and sustainable
developments are all inter-related and there is a need to address
the issues and challenges associated with them. It is a great cause
for concern today that women are a vulnerable lot in the society.
They are more at risk to the effects of climate change than men,
primarily because women and men have unequal access to resources
and opportunities. Often, their needs are different and competitive.
Men, most often being in control of budgets, may not value women'’s
concerns, and cultural barriers may prevent women from asserting
their demands effectively.

* At the World Parliamentary Forum on Sustainable Development, Nusa Dua,
Bali, Indonesia (7 September, 2017).
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The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), which is the overarching international Agreement aimed
at stabilisation of climate change, acknowledges and promotes
gender balance and gender equality in the context of climate change
policies. Since social, economic and political barriers limit women
to cope with the adverse impacts of climate change, consultation
and participation of women in climate change initiatives is imperative
and the role of women's groups and networks need to be
strengthened.

Distinguished Delegates, women's land rights are also critical to
secure them access to land and other natural resources which is
imperative for sustainable livelihoods and a key factor in assuring
food security. It is a cause for concern that while many countries
have gender equality in their constitutions, laws relating to property
rights often do not give equal status to women, or, where they do,
women's property rights may not be respected in practice. This
calls for a broader conceptualization of land rights and access to
productive resources which is pro-poor, gender inclusive and
responsive to human rights.

With respect to sustainable development, the 2030 Agenda and
its actionable core of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
adopted on 25 September 2015 by the United Nations General
Assembly provides ambitious SDGs, envisaging the eradication of
poverty as the overarching goal, and laying a balanced emphasis on
the three pillars of sustainable development viz. social development,
economic growth, and environmental protection. The Agenda, unlike
the MDGs, has a stand-alone Goal on gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls. In addition, there are gender
equality targets in other Goals, and there is a need for collection
of sex disaggregation data across many indicators. Since gender
equality is central to all of the SDGs women need to be given a
more meaningful role to play in the attainment of these goals. In
India, the 2030 Agenda and its actionable core of 17 SDGs resemble
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our own vision of development. The Government of India’s initiatives
such as Smart Cities, Make in India, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (Save
girl child, educate girl child), Swachh Bharat (Clean India), Jan Dhan
Yojana (National Mission for Financial Inclusion), Digital India, Skill
India, Startup India etc., closely relate to several targets under the
SDGs.

Friends, in recent times the Parliament of India has been making
consistent efforts to mainstream the role of women legislators in
policy formation and programme implementation, particularly in the
development sphere. Last year in August, our Parliament hosted
the first meeting of BRICS Women Parliamentarians Forum in Jaipur
in the State of Rajasthan. The Forum was initiated by us to bring
Women Parliamentarians of BRICS countries under one roof to discuss
ways and means of realising the targets of Sustainable Development
Goals. During the two days’ meeting, we deliberated on the theme
‘Women Parliamentarians: Enablers for Achieving SDGs’. The meeting
ended with the Jaipur Declaration which inter alia underscored the
need to address climate change in all its manifestations, and work
out integrated solutions to preserve and protect ecological systems
and forests and ensure food security. The Declaration also underlined
the significance of expeditious parliamentary approval of SDG related
legislation and adequate budgetary resources, oversight and
monitoring of implementation through procedural devices and
Parliamentary Committees. Prior to this Meeting, as a first step in
this direction, we had also organised a two-day National Women
Legislators Conference in March 2016 on the theme ‘Women
Legislators: Building a Resurgent India’. The Conference was attended
by over 350 Delegates comprising State Legislators, Members of
Parliament, Union Ministers and Chief Minister of a State. The
Conference dwelt on many important issues and challenges
concerning women with a special thrust on how women legislators
could proactively and productively contribute towards national
welfare and development.
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More recently, from 18 to 19 February this year, our Parliament,
along with the IPU, jointly hosted the South Asian Speakers' Summit
on Achieving Sustainable Development Goals in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh. The Summit, among others, held Sessions on Gender equality
as a critical factor for sustainable development and Dealing Effectively
with the Challenge of Climate Change and Natural Disasters:
Opportunities for Regional Parliamentary Cooperation. At the end of
the Summit the Indore Declaration was adopted which,
inter alia, emphasized the important role of Parliaments and
Parliamentarians in achieving the SDGs and the need for Cooperation
among the countries of the Region.

Besides, these initiatives our Parliament had also held discussions
on the SDGs on 3 August 2016 in the Monsoon Session, and again
on 30 March 2017 during the Budget Session. Both the Government
and the Parliament have taken keen interest in the proper
implementation of the SDGs, and are committed to set aside one
day of every session of Parliament for a thorough discussion on the
progress on SDGs, focusing on one particular goal at a time. This is
intended to serve as an opportunity for stocktaking and course
correction, while ensuring a broader participation of parliamentarians
in achievement of the SDGs. Additionally, the Speaker's Research
Initiative (SRI) has been launched for providing, among other things,
SDG-related insights to Members of Parliament. The SDGs and their
implementation have been constantly on the parliamentary agenda
as shown by the events and activities that the Parliament of India
has organized from time to time.

Distinguished Delegates, as people's representatives, we have
onerous responsibilities to highlight the concerns of the people as
well as mobilize the participation of the people in issues of
governance and sustainable development. As women
parliamentarians, we also have special responsibilities as well as
advantages in providing leadership to women and grassroots
organizations which are engaged in addressing issues like climate
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change that have disproportionate impact on women. As
parliamentarians, we also need to highlight these issues in
appropriate forums at the international level and call for greater
cooperation in addressing them.

With our respective Parliaments responsible for legislating, policy
oversight and budget approval, parliamentarians are central to the
development agenda. We are in a unique position to Influence
shape and content of our respective national development agenda
and ensure the implementation of the SDGs through legislation,
Oversight of Government's work and achievements, annual
parliamentary reviews of proposed government expenditures and
budgetary allocation. We can initiate debates that can catalyze a
wider public discussion or debate on the SDGs, ensure scrutiny
through Parliamentary Committees, and develop and strengthen
innovative partnership with civil society organizations to scrutinize
and assess various Government programmes concerning SDGs. As
parliamentarians can help in strengthening the effort of the
Government in building infrastructure such as roads, transport,
power, healthcare facilities, etc., which support growth and facilitate
development in their constituencies through their personal initiatives
and involvement.

As women parliamentarians, we have a pivotal role in ensuring
that all these happen in our respective countries. We must recognize
that, as women, we all are concerned with policy issues that affect
life at the level of family and community and other larger social
concerns, especially in areas like education, infrastructure and health.
The desired goals and objectives in areas of climate change, land
rights and SDGs can only be achieved if women are able to play an
active role in the decision making process in the legislation,
governance and policy formulation. Though women constitute about
50% of the population, but we do not see much presence of women
in decision making bodies. Unless the views of women are heard
and they are made part of the policy making bodies, it may be
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difficult to achieve the desired lofty ideals and goals with respect
to many targets we are supposed to achieve.

Let us hope that the deliberations like this happening here
would go a long way in sensitizing the Parliament and policy makers
to have a more responsive, equitable society where women are
becoming equal partners in progress.

Thank you.
ZOR
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VI.
CULTURAL MATTERS







HARMONY OF RELIGIONS:
WELFARE OF HUMANKIND*

It is a matter of great pleasure for me to be here with you all
today at the inauguration of the Third International Dharma-Dhamma
Conference on ‘Harmony of Religions: Welfare of Humankind’. At
the outset, | would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
the Department of Culture, Government of Madhya Pradesh,
Sanchi — University of Buddhist-Indic Studies; and Centre for Study
of Religion and Society for organising this Conference which will
focus on religion as the most potent force that has the capability
to bind the entire humanity in the ties of love, peace and
development.

Harmony of religions and welfare of humankind are the life force
energies of our national cultural tradition. It is said about Dharma-
‘Dhaarnaat dharma ityahoo’ which means that it is dharma to
develop positive attributes. It gives me great pleasure to welcome
all of you in this significant Conference being held in Indore. As |
have the privilege of representing Indore for the eighth term now
in Lok Sabha, this culturally vibrant and diverse city has become a
part of my life and my being. The people of Indore are extremely
hospitable, friendly and peace-loving. | am proud to mention here
that Indore is the only city in the country which can boast of
having two temples of modern learning in India — an Indian Institute
of Technology and an Indian Institute of Management. | am extremely
happy that a Conference of this magnitude is being held in my
home town. In this august gathering of learned intellectuals of
various religious beliefs would deliberate on the harmony among

* At the 3rd International Dharma—Dhamma Conference ‘Harmony of Religions:
Welfare of Humankind’, Indore (24 October, 2015).
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religions from the viewpoint of peace and welfare of entire mankind.
It is indeed a momentous occasion for all of us.

Ladies and Gentlemen, our nation, Bharata established on the
principle of ‘Sarve Bhavantu Sukhina’ derives its name by adding the
components like Bha means sensation, that is the basis of all
experience and expression; Ra means raga, the tune and texture of
life; and Ta means tala, the rhythm of life, which involve both
rhythms of the human system and nature. This being the basis of
our culture and heritage, we have naturally inherited the values of
tolerance, non-violence, equity, and compassion for animate objects.
There has always been a compassionate concern and kindness for
every form of life in our mind. Right from the beginning, we have
learnt to grow up in close association with nature, based on the
principles of co-existence and interdependence. Mankind is the
best creation of God and the true meaning of dharma is to follow
the path of humanism. As the author of Smritis Manu has aptly put
it that Dharma means following the path of truth under all
circumstances through one’s thought, speech and action.

Human life is always evolving. This dynamism of human life along
with his personal needs and habits tend to control his code of
conduct. The codes of conduct of World civilizations, moral values
etc. also change constantly along with this ever changing nature of
life and strive towards the state of perfection. Despite there being
constant changes in the conduct, habits and beliefs, the basic
tenets of religion are steadfast and they tend to evolve towards
perfection in this state only. The vibrancy of dharma helps the
humankind to connect with his surroundings.

All of us are aware that all the religions give the message of
embracing love, compassion, tolerance in the interest of humanity
in order to achieve happiness. All the religions are oriented towards
the welfare of mankind. Humanism has been accepted as one of the
great ideals in all the religions of the world. Along with this basic
tenet of love and compassion, all the religions teach the followers
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to observe equanimity in all states of life and remain always active.
As per the Sanatan Dharma, the supreme state is to remain
unaffected by pains and pleasures and see oneself as a mere
spectator of life. It is our tradition to accept the victory and defeat
with equanimity. One should not be too happy in victory and should
also not lose heart when defeated.

‘@ 3@ WHeEl el sErse’

(Sukhe Dukhe Samekritwa Labhalaabho Jayajayo)

As all of us are aware, India has been a cradle of various religions
being followed in the world. It indicates that India has always been
witness to regular and dynamic contemplation and deliberation on
religion. We have a dynamic approach and respect for other religions
is one of the characteristics of India. These values are taught by all
religions and in that sense there is ‘Tded TH@E’. Every religion
actually teaches its followers to become good human beings. All the
religions thus pave the way for a harmonious existence on earth,
harmonious existence not only among mankind but also between
mankind and nature including trees and plants, animals and birds
and the sun and the moon and the air and the water!

I would like to quote a prayer shloka here which says:
% i wnfRare e
et I SnfaimeE: i
SR L (22 PN o R e RN B F R o
wd wf<:, wf<Ra wnf<a:, &1 @ st
% i< wnf: st <)

Meaning that ‘May peace radiate there in the whole sky as well
as in the vast ethereal space everywhere; May peace reign all over
this earth, in water and in all herbs, trees and creepers; May peace
flow over the whole universe; May peace be in the supreme being;

and May there exist in all peace and peace alone.
FOHR
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faer A gafeu B @ ife g s T Rl & afieon § fwe
ST 21 39 YRR, 9% SN ¥ HHEl Wl 39 g0 90 H S S o
el 3ok N9 W HAT FHAR S &A1l AR T TER o JUdE giel §
M | 3ok AT % H T gR ga T il

I o AR o WY & 37 fesiedl, THReT T8 Hhalhi &l TR T’
fava & off e Sran @ qen oUW € SH 9 H gen Wl ¥ 9Rd o 9@
I MR g3 i o

ARG TR &t aadE Aifq ot Ffeqor gd wivrar & aen & |
3T I Weell bl 31 Terenfd vl we Svies | firctent ferema it
T Rt ot T 39 @ #1 S % dEd o 3 uifedt 3iv tee de
giferdt 3ToE T 2

R R B, UGS B, e e, Sl 8 A1 A 8, 9 sl
R RS o frew F1 gue @ 21 "R U9 e @ stee A
e B, B STE WA HEehid SR Wou fewdt Bl TR 9 oo Higy qen
TRATT TeTE i Fersh RaR fHerd 21 =18 siehTeh o TSTpAR o TsAfaseh
o GHT 1 U9 B A IS o ook 98l shi goed i Ueeh 8 SN WRd
o Ted ST Aol 9emeh, S i EE 39 a1 1 quar @ o ae fmfo
1 el 1 Youid: STeAEd L foran T 21 Gg 39 o1d 1 gt € f ura
o e 0 gd | wgd ¥ AR § S WRdE Wik T, ey iR
BT T STTER0T B B

T 1 Holal 9gd ITeSl ¢ BUE §gd Gl & q¢1 S aft qem
= 3ferd o TG H of S ¥ IR 9Rd o <for-udl ufvrer <9 i wienfin
RIS T8 ae- a8 o et Hel-Siiel ol Gewdt o6 |1 T&d id
&1 H q&ask a1 afget #1993 € foR 3= TR AU TRE o e R
grey o fireq wega e 21 ermen St € 5 gee o waeHl o gt
s B

S|
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T ITRAT, & TS STETH
T I T

It gives me great pleasure to be amongst you all on this
International Conference Vichar Kumbh on Fundamental thoughts

of Development, Simhasth, 2016.

I H A B & IRl [T9R F@T ST Al |Y-Hal o aR ¥ STl
B T U T FG1 ¥ I UK ¢ H et " g @it ‘w @
I, A W-3EHR W g Al € T 7, frent oA sH-shearn o
I o fou gafda 3|

-5 AT T 9 3, el SR Rkl w1 e e ®Y U
21 o TR 9a o oS o wfesy o foy AnieeE 24 € UE Tl EeRid
i TRSRY T 1 UM A € e agerd ged | Sitad S i shell 590k
e o et R®1

o ohod T-HiY qh € WiHa TE 8 dfceh o T 39 e w1 Hea
! THEd U T 3TRY Siiad S+ i el Tl S-S qoh IgaH ol oI
% w @ T adft @ B9 He 3= 45 9§ wed 2

o8 @ 9 = T, Sl o 1 SESH Bl €, 9 -y ¥ fawi
g, Wq H 7el 7 ot e =g o faeh oft v W anets wAnE
AR wRY fEenstl ¥ whi gt wiy-gd v | fear-famst %t freem
B T8l % aaeRu § GHRIcHE Holl 1 AR Bl 81 3H HhIcHE Sl
e Sitad AR ¥ URd gie & SgTes UH g9 o w@a: € e we
R ¥ A o AfEERT T Wi T 9 W e § R f

WEE whifdeh M, O™ EE I
YITE T RIfE:, HIHEANA kel

gy 9 WEWdE, 2016 % O W AEISTd FRCT WHeH ® W ey 3w
oo HoewRk 2 3 g’ % a9 wEd § 9w, sse (14 W, 2016)

239



37T Hehgl &M hifen A6 H FRT 81, 9 &1 A9 7419 § 91 Fas)
AR SE § T EE HE W S YU HAYd el Wi eiel €, o8l 90 Th
IR HE T Td | S % W W g Sl 81 98 ® 3 R o g9
T | T ST, ¥ e STeATeH Wl 31 W 21 Religion means following
the messenger whereas spirituality means following the message.

IRATT HERfa 3 gHn dud W favard i ® A gedt, s, f,
o SR SRR e | afvlg - “fafa et uteres W wHRT, v
firer aFT IRT” 79 9w IR W, I ¥ T YoHen el % 7 i
T U IRATT Ugfd @ Sfed S § iR It gur) fawtwar 2

We have always nurtured the nature and taught the world how to
protect it. We have always protected the environment in various ways.

BAR IR, BN SeH Ugid, TN He %o qHiero ° gie =i
TR o fau 21 safae gord, i, gege, diuet w1 & R A geT B 2

Rivers are lifelines of any civilization. & Sferarfat €1 €t €, i
ST € R St ® @t S R

H 99 <9 T F A TH R % Hed hi ot T ue €1 e
S B o eRell AT BHR SRO-io0T it € 3R eria: e g ww S
E1 TH Rl W 9gd-® ofd €, W Ul U IR a-%o 1 o o, 3Hh
ufa «ft o= 2l

Tefi T T € e W R T oh foIg AT €1 e el -t
Yol T8 Hw gl TH-91 I d 81 I8 AT 1 79 2

T AT Tk Y9 331 € foh SfER T A1 wren A1 Sy st i
F gRAT 82 TR SW gl & o o @l gl THSE A1 FHUA 9%
T & “TT Weh SUNNT I WIHT Brar €17 TmE steran T 1 o
T ol Wi H STAN T % 9ol o fau e R

STRA H Tehdl i YA &A1 o RO SAR W&hid FRR AFa fa
% FHEd SR I 1 e § Jore it @ 21 9N 99t 9 Sia-ud
TE G 39 w9 & HeAw 9 g favea ¥ 19EeE @ @l e

3TN TR a1 fova o 3 N H a9 & &F H ST yfas &
ferent 51 @ €1 miftent W fafersnta deft =t sreferasen =i R W wgen
o STeh1 e ANEH @1 B @t o wmel et SR, TSigd W sneATeneh
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T6 & Ud grgul STd w1 e Y ® € 3R 3 0 AR GEhRl o R0l
qof 731, SHMRRT 9 HEAd © WA T I8 i AdTaee H A9 "Eequ
I T W/ R

Human excellence depends on development of culture. Only
Indian culture can be called as first world culture.

Indian Culture is equal to Human Culture because our culture
focuses on inculcating human values in every person. In Indian
Culture, there is absolute freedom of speech and every thought is
allowed to develop freely whether it is a theist or atheist. Everyone
is free to imagine or accept the God’s form according to one’s own
belief.

The Indian Cultural expansion was not oppressive in character;
rather it was educative and elevating. The expansion and
development of Indian culture in other parts of the world has proved
to other civilizations of the world that such cultural synthesis is a
healthier one as it has no use of force or enducement or hegemonistic
aspirations. In fact, wherever Indians have gone, they have left
behind not only their footprints but also spiritual and heart prints.

A Greek traveller in 1st Century AD said about India and | quote,
“In India, | found a race of mortals living upon the Earth, but not
adhering to it, inhabiting cities, but not being fixed to them,
possessing everything, but possessed by nothing”.

We have shown to the world that different religions, languages,
practices and beliefs can co-exist and prosper simultaneously. This
is the most amazing aspect of our culture.

Indian contribution to the world has been manifold. From Indigo
to Pepper, from Chess to Pachisi, from Moral Fables to Asceticism,
from Indology to Philosophy and so on, but Monism, Arithmatics,
Democracy are undoubtedly the greatest as the first has overwhelmed
the philosophy, the second has advanced science and the third has
elevated human society.
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So far as medicine is concerned, Ayurveda is regarded as the
origin of all medicine. Surgery was known to ancient India thousands
of years back.

India has contributed tremendously to the world and even today,
we give something new to the world to think, ponder and follow

sooner or later. BANl 3 3R(Yd zEfew off € fF emd ot fuseh
=8 WUl & Afaw o fou WS @l Rl

Yoga has its roots in India. Yoga is somewhat great boon to
humankind and the way to feel and amalgamate with the ultimate
source of power i.e. God. It has the power to heal body, mind and
soul.

ek ZoF % VS W ¥R 1 oIel %9 3@ YRR e “India
is the cradle of the human race, the birthplace of human speech,
the mother of history, the grandmother of legend, and the great
grandmother of tradition. Our most valuable and most constructive
material in the history of man are treasured up in India only”.

AR HfE 3 g Tkl SR A Hedr T 9 TG ferehy
o Wi et § & qafa e 1 SAR <9 1 Y@ g6 § Thive sge
Ig W == SAIG WeleH 1 & 39 B o1d: e v Hol 359d 9 off
JET ® @R sEmve ¥ o)

o 39 7 W H g grgol fava o oeen St g R e iR farmn
1 JUoHiTen &t H Gaeh! oG W §Pul fove W 8 Sy

TF, 999, %1 9§ 99 I 1 1Y 3, 3TA HT dEHR FL, ¥° Hi
S 81 SR 3t w1 AT B IR B Hqgfs € Ud R g5d ® Heeh fag
IO, HEUN T UH 1 a1 Haael ¥ US| 38t Il o | § oo
1 THe! 1 TOMH & B 39 941 I81 98K, $8eh fo1g 379 9+t &l ¥=ams |

SRR
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S ST Hoh o 3H “HIg WHe” ¥ o W e wewa @ faw
B 39 ¥ GEhid & e whi TRehou Y Ik 3 (ael S o
fou & gt sl efder SuE < E)

T, Arge 3R Aguf 1 A w1 TR Geepa § foeiy g #)1 Si9 A
AT, U9, <41, REwEr 3R FBom S geig gfd gt {, SH yeRR agyf
TR forg wimet @ & g SHiE w1 gwel e €, g e 9 U e
= et 5 e SIH &1 Wee R ST AIgfH o Ufd U stee A
ST #1519 gRoree i 9fF | I AT 1 W €, T Ueiee
9ff § R TEROn Yq w1 W T IR 3R AT W ¥ g €, e
fFEM ST TR ¥ S YRR, AIGHT Shael HYWOT 1 o e @ afed
€ HEHR 3R WEhd il Tl WA Td el Hiel § e&and &e o
Ee ATEE At 21 gHlere, W, Wi o mgemn A e fa wea
EEtichd

TR 39 1 AEeTT Ted § FAS 1 fEen <t W@ €| T qowd: o,
g AR g W UG 1 SfeterE, sifgeeE $iR T otedfiarg o
Y Thed, G 3R g o G S €1 Sien o1 o foen g
Ha1? faer @l ® o Sfiam & fawmcas godl, eel w99 &
gor W Hfeenatl s YfHent el weeyl @R

afees T ff 59 w1 el § R aRd gee @ oed o ' o
ffed om =€t w0 2 T afcer wra o St = <& wEa 7 = gE
et foren, walt, wifemr, dived, afersrn qen wefeardt Sver =1 oft “SrSEA”
% A9 | gaifd fame 2

YR 0 W el Thell e w1 SR wH iR e W g @ e
TR &H e ot A U 9RaR @ € fierar @1 A weiss g o forg
YUH T B © SR URER YW ISl 3%d:, SRR 3R W HHS o
fmfor & aftam +1 gfrsht Tecgel & S 21 9fer § T W ok ufd U,

“favamiea @M R S HIg WEE, AR, WeWre (24 fE@eR, 2016) H emwwn
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SACHAT, SFaen, M, sTemes, favam, @t gadu, 7R 99 E @
T S U 1 T & gty el ¥1 U 6ee oh Ty S Suge O
e, 37 qeft 1 foshrg ofaR o g 21 uReR o9 guen s ¢ oy
@R T I 1 39T HI1 ¢ Tk HeM T w-HREd 7 IReR &
fawa & oo we o IS8 H Sgya ww € “To put the world right in
order, we must first put the nation in order; to put the nation in
order, we must first put the family in order; to put the family in order,
we must first cultivate our personal life; we must first set out hearts
right.”

T uefl S ® o eAr wewan oik weepfa wiel g @ ok T
Tfgaiiel T Sepe Wb % ol | i wikd & 21 AT e 9 @
T A GRER T Hered & S IRER ok & faehrE § gUs 9IS &
frrwtor gam o § URER W A 1, GAS W 39 1 FEi0 g 21 s
T & g ¥ A8 wled @ R g oIk HEhfa @ aifedt @
TR gl IR el & geiae ¥ b offent faardt €

RER &1, el 1 TAR I oh faumh den wienfas sfoem o wewergut
AR B WA HS | ST | el i T U Wiafsd o sed
s W TE B1 B e 1 AT fereivn 1@ © 3R 3R 9R & U e,
ftFY heften wo Tk TH | fEdt ]1 89 "eH g g

“Teepet Tiq T TR 3TME, WIOT AT W Fo T AN

HHFTEA Fall i 9Nd, TG Ud STee, 39 999 o 96 9 9fasy
1 HTieYieh 8 Sdl &1 Smraieen s § T, 95, qaw, o, e etk o
IRA o -3 el R 9 3R SRt A, Fr=amst w wmqs sonfs
4 39 AN H qA1 39 SRl W AU GUAE SIS AR Teh SgHIeh e,
Tga U Sgenfier 39 21 7l URaR %1 Dynamics HST i g9 3R
feam fauifiq s €1 o :, TRER & 98 ®Er € S R HEpia Td T
% IR O ! IS UEH w4 €

e fava, T2 wd guS #1 fgwE 3= 9l W oenaia © e
et ol S o AW W A S Tkl €1 o, e, v, Hiet Sfed o W
Tewd  #7 MU ¥ TER el 9N Sl w1 mawen ¥ sH=d, e,
YR TF T 37 Gt oY H HAYTS SNYH e SNYH Hi A T
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71 Rl A ST o fAT Wt et Y w1 (A 3= w6 R
37 Teft 1 gt F1 At IR emen UfER @ & frekerd 2

IRER € Withfah Gem ud "o & fo era oevas ®el 2
THARU TE HEI9RA i H ff &g 8 9ReR o =i+ 99 o e
fYd i TE S9oh %A &1 faxn # Ieciedd aRH fea e #s
TRl wegd fhwl snyfrer g d off, S81 9w T Hispiae faued
1 Y99 ¥, TAR TEl Giid T 79 el & &5 H g ufer i © e
I I NS h1 W& TF o R € S eHd e B J o &
¥ dfed fors] St were 1 Uf@R, Tfd o &= o 9. favies st 1 afEr
TS MEF o & § AR URaR 39 fatea TR o TR0 U GaEe @
#E R ® Bl T YRR Ui o e H oft E ofer Stot e W
frefed T ® 1 s9R o fert o afem &) T @ R 3= e
U9 Te I HT A S Tgd R B1 qrewd gg @ o ufen sud
Ty wd fafired o o@s g1 31d:, Sk AN i S o EN TR
& TRt B

IRER, FEN, 9, U AR fave gt | it WeN fasmfaa
T 1 S oft 3Tad: GRER Y g S 1 STaE Ao Tw@nfyd e
TR A & U9 TS 0 Y i SFaeel & 39K fhdll 9% H, F'
Srehe= sl g a1 dumTelt W foresfa w1 TURST HerH cihdlien SN
T St 21 FE S ool fave @ wliRad o €9 § fgwfad g1 o
fava & @ o9 @ wifrer Ul A offehad wonfud © S 9 1 wdgS
SR HEl W Wehdl 8| 39 TS el % ol W df 4 & ¢ ifeh
=@l UiEr &1 gi 2

IRATT Geepfa w1 o1ef ® %, 5, afed w1 Sidt-sw Afemn; w1y,
fg 3R &< FI Taq 9ol H 9w w1 AfeHn aRdg Gwepfa b oref 7
T ¥ 3 &I 3R ST 98 | 379 1 3R 51, Hi9g ¥ HAA &l 3R
S, foiy © fadss 1 SR ST, STeTaen | e Hi 3 S R
Hepfd o1 1 € Hel, U a1 Hel, WX 1 Hel, [E-ToR 6
el | IRATT GEhfd 1 Sfvasw ToR-yOR ff safae gen fr st gepfa o
foren, wiewpar, f31 Td Taeh! WY WHL =o HI HiErerEd 21 en I9 9
o w S €, g5 ¥ T “agia semen” 9 “ad vas giam: ”
oTelt T€ TEehid AITE ST o 9% i TSl i AR o ST 1 g9 Wl 2l
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Agdag ¥ g el T ¥ “UIar I YA o giue 7| I eRet gHRt
Ml € 3 B9 SHh O B UXdl WGl SAR S o Sk % Tk @
AU B, BTENR WSOl &i@t 2, gWfay 4% & wEd @ -
“3I7 \Y AR g9 ® 7S A el g w1 A T | UH w4
g9 o 9fd T 919 el $iR ohae WA H € @1 “ad TR WREm
qAfEar”| a9ds § w1 - “7 u gired, T ue giren: 7 stefq
Al Yoot i THERR €, AIGYTH i THERR €1 Wil 3R "gyfH o SR o
Tz off ®er T € S ST ety et )

%E IR S @ E R W w5 R 6w @ Tegr #, sten o=
forelt ST Tl W WK € A B9 THERR 1 gR1 H 310 fR geh ® @R
T EHR BT § YEIE @ 31 1 SR, O JHE @ 0 81 U o
g R =t 9 ¥ g S A AfEen ded dig-w € @R @l $ R
T T R IRER H wled & fow W oidt #1 78 T afgen S wafas
vepfa 3R =i B

Id oY SR S fova ® e ¥ R = TRy wwn ©, @ sHe 59
THN GEhid i B1 g TR0l Wi+ HEhiaa 316 WUSE &l e ¢ wieh
IR TEpid THl WEpid € S WrEiae e gu ot Stfad o fwamier €
Fiifer o8 TRl ol o0 Tqehd Il 1 Tds T, wowae, SiEgsu,
TRUTEieTd, SENAT, WA HEhid 1 Gera faeivarg @i &1 aRde <9 &
ITER “g9aT: Ud ArT gEavINAITasial’ (319iq 9% e g&d o
Frara @ 1)

T ek A A Ugel Yded § WA YHOT o SR U€ e fhA o
foF 9Ra Tk TW 39 B FEeh U We o Sueed ©, W F8 % @i
3T FEEA o ST § fiaeafiar S 21 9 Sl SUAT N €,
e & | o S GHEA BT STAN §gd GG W hid € a1 59 i
H1 o @ B & 3 gaeE fd-- i swiaid e ® e gt 5%
e T S AR H S

qeal i & 1 HaG UIAER0T i &l 39 H 1 IS 9 W@
A O T ohl USHUT o (@ BT, 9% TR e doh g 9Nl Sl &
TR Geepfa A g9 vEyd W favarg frar @ 9 gedt, w1, tfiq, arg
FAR e e ¥ afvlq 2 “farfa, St utaek T qHRT, oA fuer
SRR B9 310 %1 IR FH, I 9 3 Y=Hed % 7Y 1 gHen
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B 9 Tgfa 9 Sfed Sid € ok =t g fagioar 21 &9 < 3 wahfa
1 TR e e 2 @i gfen =t faamn € for gaferor deer o fwan
SMT? FAR YETR, ORI Sfed USH, 39N §9 ® YHeR 9 gie &l
TS o fow @1 geifery qereht, i, deger, fud w1 8 sk | geT e 2|

Tl S 0 FE W W, el SR aRfEfa w1 weieh ke ®Y U
21 9 FeR wE @ FE & Afas & fou anfee 29 © we o wenta
i FESTHT T 1 UON 3d B | o ohoel T-Hiel qeh 81 Wifd e ¢ sfesw
d TE Y A I TIAT H G g U ST Sfed S hi el i
SH-SH Tk TgaH 1 qUF HE H R 21 ad @ SIS 9d U 7 g9 3%
U< FEd 21 TH TE o SeAfcHs WHrH § 3! Suftefy @ freew &
aﬁ%aﬁmﬁ{‘l%lil(ﬂ% C’ﬁ\fllrah—[ H‘tll{a_?ﬂ%|

IRA i Teh Toeeaid 39 9911 o T el giean(vl foemiad & o
fou w0 wAEl 1 STEvgehdl €1 S BH UsmSE B Ul Rferfas
A, et @R wgfs o eEedl 1 goH i R i wgd o fau
aTavash fohm &1 gued H30| 9t IRd T Y 9 T R qIH
TEd TH eMeAfersh SR Wiefeh ® 9 SR eifush @t EAT BNl sueh
fore ]9 o Ye Afod o SgH@! SedF T Sk 1Al ° Whed W g
TR 9w ¥ g we ugfs Had g

o SN Hehfa WeepT fioes o B0 Wil oF © ¥, arkd § T
fo ™ 21 Il “OTg WES” o 39 GATH H ORI 20 SR HfEen
yiferT h g2 © TA 1O W SR @ 39 W ol gt e W@ g A
3 gt T8 wfed w1 AfERH Hl €1 TH HerpT W uH 9 "E&Rfa 9
Heford sameaml o HiegH | 59 GHNTH 1 S-S SAelliehd 8 @I 2
T foverd € T 30 9o 9 ferdl faem woe 9o 9 sie wRaanadl &
IER-foR 1 HhRIcash €9 ¥ J91fad Tl S8 TSd U, 30 gT hd
THhITdl WSSl o dehl] Y W Ghodigdsh 3T o8 SR 3Heh feig
BN ARt w1 @ SAfafien R e, 78 w9 39 fawe &1 2

# ok aR iR, favamimes a9, e e e ales ¥ gan U
1 el 1 el IS €, B T4 T4 Y AT 91 HEE H €| G
forgarg ® T ever yare 9 |+t difedl =1 afgent Swon w3 = e %
fau aroe ety @EE 39 o forg e a0 gw oray @ f e
T e § P T favamie e gR amif
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goft wEwAl w1 ol Gherar Y I HIA € IR THH qiferd B ol
Gofi T FBT W F® ThRIHE ih ST, I8 S A Lt g1 H eves
et gt o forn off SToe B s <ot g

I
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A IR W&hd fagM awe

T 7Y GeT TSR |

T areen:) 9hd IR o SAfERe AR ITFRAEH SR
37 IUMEAHT oIl Haw BieehH A=Y HUH| TS Ta foawa: T:
I ST SFH_ ol ool Hed A A SR Wepad Ud Safd| g wadl
SerH A HEepdied Saf<il Fe 378 S, =Sy =, TR0 HEhd
TN Shae U THeA UE A, Sifig o U vEM:’ ud 3 9
Sfar:|

‘ggda perERy 3 TvEE WEhd W Gehfoud: W, el =
O] o : S WesheAoneH Te | T e SRiae ‘geenee
SRy sfa favaewm Swpa-aime w@ faemey s

“wd werg gied:, w6 §q R

e A0 9vg, W1 HiveEd g @dredl”

3 vlieh: A Hhedroney H&ehd ANRT: Td fagde &l

forgae sTueay A 9 fkad:” Hehd 9NE: Td Hewd Yehedd|

“epuel favamrEm " 3 SwRas T8 ST

Tt Hehd Toh WA 99 % ®9 | @ Sdl @ Uiy gHen W
Ui Td iR € €1 39 SEer o AN %1 $evd wias o
“"dwpa o faea T 3Ue fau 9rt W wE o AMa gared fasrd
A o 39 auta Ao o fawa o foar-famst = vd dwpa fage
%I 39 FEFHE ¥ e g1 g 9 2 R 39 9o ¥ 59 fav W s
e Wa foga foem-fomst g fSoer werasy deepa A o1 ety fasma
gfafesra e 59 el i AT & wiE o SH % fama o %% faeh
ot o fagmil 4 «ff % fran @ fod Sger «ft wfhar €1 s9 s &
TRl 3 59 fow s oft yae foRan ®, 9 et 21 suek forg | geepd
TR o reel ot =g feRtor wors S i ff yere ¥t § o 3= 5w
TS ok forg faer v femen 21 g omen @ o @l 9rdiel o weepd

*sfEd Wda Sepa foge oo | 9w, Igd, @Al (6 SHeRl, 2017)
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I TRTIT S HT SAHT GO Tk & ghihd 1 ST 3R IR Tk oR
iRt g =1 faR s

30 Heol  dfce wifge =1 fafire e B A 1 Sl gfte ergera
21 =g fome 3R T T oTgYd T B 59 Wifecd o fifeq sedor-srehtioa
o1 T A T 1 el 21 At fava ot s srel’ i sgE
Trgul AEfa oF SR i IR HE 31 FES B W Gages
ar gt Seam (freres =@, fieet siell, Teh-g5R ol 9Herd gU S8R
FU1) 7€ =Y fave THEE & GeH o oy 21 a%d: e TN o fed
?q 39 Ukhd Uifec § - foeme @ 2

Sfcer et o forml w1 T ot et TRequl ol g % <9 Hed
o 38 9 o w9 H Sifd s gU el T B W vayR e, qurRl
vagdl W'l 9gd T w9 ¥ wifud fRa men @ R St i @ ogen
Bt &, &t Jaar Frama wa §17 98 e Sewnter €, 7 T ¢ araen’|

oIk Td WA fagr = 3 famn on o § Sqya e g

“TERY AIgad Wy dAredd,

TS, Ay, I: uvafd |: ufvga:1”

Tepd &1 I A e 31 2 o ‘anera WAy | T H S #
T o §AME, W o U9 HI B0l o WAM Td T @l 9 THE 9HeH
S I B

GEhd o fo 1 @ WA 9RA 1 WHE ST Eehel € AR 7 € anefien
TRA i ol THS ST Hehel €| HEH i HEHd GHETT 21 TE Feh! @Y
A Te arelt AT B haet 9w famme w6t gfe @ & w1, eiftg fawa
Hepfd 1 gfte @ off Tepa fava &1 9fgs 1 amw 2l

TH Gy H Geohd 9iRdl 1 fafire gfient 21 ofvaes wa @i eAfiertia
FIH “Hrar gff: YAISE gfae: 7 a7 WA 39 TS w1 2 9 R
TgT SR S T SIS FoRa, 9% STger 21 UE Wi wiar € fF ¢ “uwena
E TR SEENT €71 T8 TS SISy 7

i sreget) g9 7 o war wen T weles § fmm e & < e @
2, 51 @i @ HEpd A1 § @) S-S S g1 98 %! WOEEe 2
T 9 I 27 T H AT M b oY T2 8 3 S 1 SAavehdl
Bl YNG R g Geehd o T o fou g “faer ofit dsfia” =t
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JIR foren 0 7, 39 W fo=m-fomel B9 9 sfeod @isg =) wifta & "ei
TAN I8 WAI9 B 16T foF 7 hael Heehdsl afesh o9 S o6 §@ 9
ot Geeha 9T -9 SU| Feeh! reh 9o o= |

et fove TR W FAiER YgEO, dagfs, Tt 9 Y, T ge,
g, Adehars, TR SE 3 Taes § foeh fan & fau dwpd
g o o S 1 Hewyul et 8 Gehdl 81 Orad |, 39 "ifeed §
T 1 BrEvh wesa 9 suele @1 =R e, faw @ a snenforw @,
Gehd AT 1 Hieed evergreen lamp post &1 @E & S Te1-gda GO
I SACAThd Ll W 3T 1 3T TR FHFX o HEHd Tl TR
®9 9 galfeer Germ oo 9= 2

Friends, we all know that samskrita Bharati had been set up with
the Mission to Revive a language, Rejuvenate a culture, and Rebuild
a nation that is Bharat over three and half decades back. This
institution has been successful in transforming teaching curricula of
Sanskrit across the country. Needless to say, Samskrita Bharati has
emerged as a devoted organisation and also as a movement for the
revival of Sanskrit to a place of pride.

st Seeha ARGl ST TTOA1 1 THeE 1ot A, Seenfa Te e fmio
21 fyset 35 @il o geen 3 R W A Ghd 9 % YER-FER % fag
w1 fhan 21 g9 3@ o1 1 G ® R 39 9EE A o % o S
B oh™] TRTIERT 10 O § STET Sl ohl ETeha Wil | siier o1 foren <
Bl T o U SR Ghd el sl uferor fom @ el 450 9 stfues
feparell o atfafierm 50 stifeal/difeat @et S w1 81 wda 6000 TH RN
& 9= gtpd S fa@mn T @ 9 g ok AR el i Gehd e
ot T o w9 § A et 212000 e i o Aemm @ gegot fave
¥ 15 30 ¥ HEpd YA % wE = W8l a9 2011 § @ SR §
v fove Gepd T&sh Hel 1 ot SAESH fRa T 9w v o favm @ T
T TR o 39 9o & Goed e fase o R of of @ R

el ¥ & Hehda JA-TO 1 9T W@ R W W 1 W@
ST e $6 A ol oy eliehiyd S ST, 39 W EEhas ol el
gt fom Y IR 991 o UG-G, SAHTH-SAEATI hi ¥l etk
AR STAT S ST "Weh| WEhd WMl 1 Siad o WY WUl gey 2l
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Y SHAT § H&hHa 9T i A9 99 2q favafased 'R W Yy feu
W T AR ¢ A Tha Tl o1 AEqF o=k e | el =Q
@ freifia @ea 1 9gd &% 9 efae fRan ST Tk 2

BUR 19 SgHIEhide, sgfue e fafaudrgel gurst o gwepa w1 3o
faiy wor 21 S TR Fel fven & e TR W st 99
@ ? oy s7er o weR ufs Hay fawfd gid 9w Teed W
 3eEF T URRAT § SARIGR FH i Shoed & Y fSan Sar ofl 39 §ed
A Hepa 9ol 9gd suEnt fag et offl 9Ra o WR W Ty S
SARANTHIAT, THEE, a4, 0T, IS, IR qel 37 I Hehd
a1 # g 9 T Teed A Rl skt 9 fned shewy & R w9
ST SiaF S gaa T8 Ikl oFareed giar onl st fan agfa @
B 9 foren & qlch | oxond g3 T, W W w1 W At e off ogf R
q:, BH A oh WY W] ST SpITel WA €IiUd e =meyl |
et € for Hepa At 38 & § R ot g8 71 e Heeyol ¥7 @
o &9 o9 HE9Y W FRR I T | Therdl a1 THwerd | § T a faentt
&, g8 Tifvem 81 W At yare gehrede fGen § 8, @ Sherar gHved el
St 21

Friends, such is the vitality of this language that the modern-day

scientists are trying to understand the intricacies of the world through
the analysis of various concepts and themes mentioned in our ancient
shastras through Sanskrit.

i) Geepa w1 ® WM iR fo9e 98 99s ol Ghd o Yol
fori 2 w1 R R % T AT o et SRR S SRR S
Td GHFH 1 TG R ® T W Gfed, gya fear fafehen w6 1@
o1 & fSrioh gl o1 foam ora oft feman <1 @1 1 ohEX U e 31T ST
M Td 7ok ITER w1 90 o T | Eidl uee o e 2

el A= St 3 wer o fF a3 @ iR diel g' Sy arad |
TAR TG Gihiae fderd &l SH-9asH o faq € on 9Ra =i fava
% TAfCIT HAT T Hiifeh BHN SReTH §9E o, G&hid STgaia dl Sied
ugfa Wt iR wie-wd oftl ema:, B oTud gt Wi IR ol =feu

T YF FIW R H FgTqeh TR ft TR0 w1 =Rt g Sl T
fmfor g FRA 33 a1 9 39 o HH-HA | ST AT a1 9Ra fwma,
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el 1o forRl W SATeRoT © gaeh! o e shi qiEidd fhanl o 8 ‘et
TH ¥ YHS TR TROMHE o HiYe S_IRE Meeddi| I8 ST TEa
1 fava ? & 39 ufos o W & gehd ® erfd direst wHu airHg
o A BE WIS I AKIU fhal S @I €1 % Tetderhl St e Sied
I N R T T WG ST © Ud AR HEhid o Tk k19l
e ¥ @R Hed W

I~ STST W TR 3T Tl T A Tl o SUHeh IR SANHh
E1 H =7l Sufterd |91 w1 T: Hg1gdieh T Hid gY 3T Helt o |y fHere]

“garth Wegpaq e, IeTi S5 ehd |

ST Hhdy UWeh, 99 WEhauraiyil”

H 5q goer o Sufted W&pd fagr, faamfeial w@ reses w1 e
HYA § S TH GO i Ghel S i HE d The gY €1 9Rd TS
TUHT GEhid i UfAS3T i TAMYT I o 39T W TEhd ARl gR 3Tt
T FEHH % hol AN o fau § Geen & TRl W ot weEnR
It gl Wy &, T 9 H Tt IRdentaE, faeves gat Sufeerd @t At
i H 9 Td I YIRHEAT <t € T Sfed qRd ok Eor § g g o
WEAM T UL HA B

I
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3491 ITfaet wRa sfimgurTEa

HeldaH 2017

I 3= fafire =fencl, ShicioRan T Toell Feled-TeRian,
= FHEG!

[God’s Own Country %a ® 319 Waeh A& A@a IRA SAgHrTem

TR 2017 o g3 W IURYM Bt o 3T &Y a1 399 @l
@ 2|

o foaw @ g=H T e &1 9 ¢ R oqd 28 ordwd @
07 W5, 2017 T TGS H SRS T S © 349 Agel IRa SHwgarTaa
e 2017 & SeoeA o fau eyfha fhar man 21 59 Hewqul sEwy
¥ 9 9 | I8l SURYd SHEHE 1 AMYasd id gU g3t JE-Ian 8 @i
21 59 ot eneenss TS W WM oF o fou ggi P S ok forg
H 39 Hrdwa & A, 9w ®9 9 @ afifd o sremer o o ufees
St &1 g=IEg g| Normally Shrimad Bhagwat Katha is a 7 days long
Anushthan (a religious commitment), but The Satram to be organised

here in the holy city of Ambalapuzha will be of ten days i.e. from 28
April to 7th May 2017. | am fortunate enough to be a part of this holy
and august gathering.

I am also excited to know about the grand history of this age old
historical City Ambalapuzha, which is also known as Dwarka of South.
s o HRR @R HRT @ S e SHgRE 9 gerge # Rk S
Tl THIEH (STRfEig o ®9 § STeA 39 I 9M) STEeTgen qre qraed
(39 &1 ¥R) & fau vfas a7 9fas iR e Wl 2

aret | ot TH WeM snedicnsh ST 349 ifgel YA shegenTed
TEIESH | T 95 o ©9 | 7% §) 39 HereM & &0 ARG § §ed
el oifteh SMeATfcHer THNTH /AT Sl 81 $9 WehX o SeA(cqeh TS o

*34% sifgel YRA SUEETTE HETHSE 2017 9 ITERA S ATEX T STEATYHAT, Shid
(28 @1, 2017)
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39 o S-SR AT § FE7 G § o ufaftsq fogH iR s
& YaeHl SR AR i G o forg T B sheemmea o ffed suew
1 STCEE T 3R g9 gt T H Sfeeiad Hem e, gedi IR gfeshi
T HGUN HIch FEIE TS ° A9 i Gad H o o0 el Iufkerd g
g &1 faug 2

ufes e diHgemTEay, TAR FHEEe wauett | o @ SN Eent
e w1 a9 9 oiieh IR IS o7 IR Hiita qen T o Jieaw
Y guifan S 2

qfed T fugrEs 3T FEEqUl ARdE A WuweT &l e
faferi 1 3TUR B S8R FUFH T e Gifed ¢ 3R S@aHT 9 den wiigas
Aol Hepd o SSaH Hfde o GUM ¢ SHeh Y & SEgInTeay
1 SMeAfcsh T houT Srere foeu] skt wferd o wfd gofa: guftia 2 < fo
S AR WA T AT WS 1 SR B

Afew I % TG TROTH o w9 § afvld SHgEmTed % ST I
FA ¥ R 21 Y AfqenRar 1o = 1 T Faunonst s sgHue fRu
o o &1 e FW ? SN T 7w diw <[ 2 fE Cud” & twEm
HA ufe & 21 99 AR wE af 9 URd B © SR e B wH
Bid ® 9 SR TROTH A € e 2l

H gHh T Yol I Seoi@ H § (8.9.29):

“TR T ST

TSI JrHEAEE JIeRaTd

g wg_ wafa 9q fRaasggemar

@ 99 watd gete a9qi”

(s1eiq wre W | fRE o v, W SR pel | ST wefa
3R WM H W FE F fau R & fRU 99 @ dfed 3 g
w AU HAfFaa stUEn o YRS 91 qHfgew g@ o fau feu
S B A 99 o AW ® 4 geft wrd w8 S @1 e
o 3 gl wrd gyeR ol EHMUd ®leh fHU S| 8, a Ed |t o
FHedol Bl €, 99 TR g w1 wg w de ¥ R ga w wH e
ST 21)
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A= ¥ 7 W 2017 9 FRR 10 A 9 weoma fagi wd wfv-giat
BN HAl TF U 1 RO 9eA-1red &, fSes 9wl Sa ud ararero
o whrsk Wt (Positive Energy) &1 G9R 81T Si¥gemTed Fell s
T diferss o snetferer foehrd eiar 1 SiugamTad 1 qorl sheugel 9§ &
T 2, S T off ¥ st wfem 59 vl 9 aftla 7

“watgrarRrm gddtataTeT|
S a9l UTas Jun $ugERTed aemi”

(e w3 o T weqel qua enedl st ann o gegol dftefl | S
FA oft Iq TR TR T, S ST #1)

Man’s journey from birth to death consists of 4 phases—
(1) Kama (desire or craving), (2) Artha (means to realize kama),
(3) Dharma (the righteous ways to gain Kama and Artha), (4) and finally
Moksha (the liberation, peace and blissor: Ananda). While Kama and
Artha are integral to every living beings man needs Dharma and Moksha
as well. Mahabharath, the greatest epic ever composed, dwells on the
first three aspects of human existence—Kama, Artha and Dharma. And
Sreemad Bhagavatam expounds how we can attain Moksha, the Param
Purushartha, and the ultimate human attainment.

Ignorance is the cause of worldly misery and to dispel ignorance,
the light of Jnana (Knowledge) is needed, and for this mere scriptural
knowledge is not enough, Jnana (the ultimate knowledge) can be
experienced only through deep devotion (Bhakthi) and Bhakthi will
eventually lead us from ignorance to Jnana and then on the ultimate
liberation or Ananda. This in essence is Sreemad Bhagavatam. Great
sage Veda Vyas tell us this simple truth in the stories of Sree Krishna,
The Lord of Guruvayoor.

Bhagavatha Sapthaham (the 7 days of Bhaghavatam) recital and
discussion by an Acharya has been quite common in almost all temples
and even in many Hindu households. Both Sanskrit and Malayalam
versions of Bhagavatam are read in Sapthahams. Sankaran
Namboothiri’s contribution to make Bhagavatha-Sapthahams highly
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participatory and popular is to be remembered with respect and
gratitude, and Malliyoor-Thirumeni, as he is known was the inspiration
behind the concept of Bhagavatha Sathram of our time.

T 300 € ¥ T 800 T ok R H GTH I AT S Uk @I0TH A
ol T WH T H A o T 9 dTE™ S A 99U 9Rd § 9n
feemstl § IR #8 Tfyq & TG €| i AEifud s &1 g S iR
ol Thofd:, TRAE G W R ke @ 21 ot & franfoat o
IR FaT, GEhTa Tl TR shi oieh? 3T Teh 3T ofeish 21 o §edl
AW w THH T I g TegY W &1 I8 faued e Sepe 9ol
T & 2

BN Wi QXA el e Tehdl Ud WG ool W E e 2
“FOia FrEeRT” TR Jold SFHURUT §1 AR S9H 1 ¥9E 9 € €
“THIIE T ¢ TN W=’ ST Welgd 1 € 379 81 gafery e
&0 Te fagen € f& “fafa, <o, arees, W, S, geae e s
IRRTI” &1 o194 A, FE IR e, i 9 37 demendl o 79 <l gue
BU IRATT T5fd | Sher S & oMk =€t gard faeivar 21 guR udwey, gud
Se Ugid, SAN GEg® TAeRl T ghe i wesH o fau B

2t favarg € &% 39 smEd wen 9 79 ¥ g die u§ o fagHl
BN I SIS T Ya=d e e weft sufterd wiysH fodq, 7,
YT i U STEATHYE ik W H TUaR Bl Siiad 3THd &1 91 |
Tg IUted el Sufterd Teft safeal o fore gest & W T 3ok STcHie™
1 G €| HEENT SO0 1 Sied =i Ta: & e oAk o THel 3T
Sie o W@El Td Sl i 9gd € STHT ¥ HHE <t B

3T 39 WETSTH | WA Hed, WY-Hd, waaor, fomneft, qsHifasi o6
TIY-T1Y hiel i BRI 3 S SUTEd & TS 2ol it o Sieq o e
TRIRA § poard | S T8 39! franew § weft enwnfea g

e BHY § I, SR TS W ! @ § W 81 T 9Ehid $R
forrea o1 T go el e SR © Ted wnefess 9§ gl Sfel o wid
HEelierd, SAEE1, THMEA] 3 e T 9™ TR A Sl 21 SHN gl
T SN e § - 21 IE 9 & 7 g iR weR fasfar &
HUR T Yehid 1 TiE | Toi-91¢ 21 W $YaR 1 eSS ohid € 3 /el
1 & T = & B gt | enfder BT 2l
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S for "9 WG B, 9a fove o oes uEil i SRl @1 B 98
3 91d H1 S TUN L 2 oh 9 § o et fowm, fommem feregam,
ferfaelie @1 81 Siawar o o gd whidag @ T g+t ol o i dier
a1 IRA ot foeivar €1 =@l fren werEnh siepwn 3 ¢ shugmreaiar” &
me § & 7

" R TTER] FRTEATGA W] W] et Ere wRad e, AiegedH
THASgH HHNSIH UMY WieRd Tk T fw Sifadaq, amgea
SHifIagd FEeERARM Hifsehee T WUg-]| & 4t ol

1eid, 3ET, SHEHTEd HerEs H 9T ot 3R e gk & =i
1 U1 ik AT Ta A, qie IR HY H A6 AR 31q AR
AR wfesh S =i S &g 5 & |

HKOMR
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“ STeeRTSIT 7 ht AT HAT T ST

il e STHRIEH! o HeIgd URER o J=9d o8 § §/F o W (Chair)
o &9 H ‘TS’ ST YIGHE oh STERY o STEE W @l Iufedd aet
Hemifiar, goieHl o st 3Tt g3 w1 TE=Ta @ W }1 ey ardi
TS o & B SAehIS 1 ATEH STd SeelEHd, GUea Td YuerE
BSR4 T SATeRIcd 3T Shided § THH o &% § e & TN fhu we
TR T qUIE g, e T faen < wemi S ¥ fw A e %
o wga oo, gheEifsa steiq meticulous, perfectionist 3R systematic
T ATl Thel AT g1 o TR o ®Y § Seid Her] el § shifaehr
Tftadd f&aml He taught his students that theatre was not merely a
hobby but a profession, which required serious dedication like any
other profession. @ HMEHA § bl SUfefd sga & UROmRrET T &Y
=1 faw 2|

IR WA © TR e w uE e faen R S emerdd e o
fore sk, =, Ten SR e |l k1 GEAN TGS STEvEe € 3R sEifen
3T Students 1 I=8i I HEA o WY-TY FEN0 fow™ @ AR
faen o 93 fornefl 9 o fQ e wen (performing arts) S/ &,
I, dferg S =iel 1 dien & faw afa e st sfa uw w'd
IR & o &9 § offl oiferd 84 g off g1 2 o6 37 &2 i
e D 99 AN HI oh ol IH GHY 9gd Scdifed el ®d ¥ Aew ¥
Je1 &l faam sTohrsit Wed o fau 988 Hewyul of safem 39k WR
foremeft TEloT TFA gUI ST ST YO, STINE TS AT ¥ & R i
THE o s SO halhR Hel S8 THEEA e, fasmn #gd, st
70, o gl ity wafe, Aol g2t @ ofk ot o gfafiad 7 2

S 39 AR oh AR %1 HIHHH 7 oholel Teh oAfek, SHeh i
e SuAfer o i HH-SEHH < € diesh 3 Sl difgel o forg e
T YO T S ot Ll 21 UH HHE-HRE Yo & (Light House)

*griq e oTREHT, T8 feet g Hegd R % 509 9¥ H §W & WS (Chai) % ®W
H “orechrell” HI UTGHRT o SRV oh STAER W Wmul, T§ fieet (3 ®WE, 2017)1
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e B 21 o o g o WehTel TR M-S o1l SeTSi sl A et
2, 99 € 78 uIggwl 3T arelt difgA Td TH o el shi A chadl
T SolT(6H STehTS o6 G ATegas | fohT T 37eh Sht HAl i a1%
feamet afeew W WM oF w9 § F@T giierr oF arel ufireget w1 Amige
T @

TR H T T SR TS WO ST Wi TS TiReenett @ =R
IR 1 SR HicR “HIAtaahie ” A “Aaameneg-ae™ ” 8 s1ee
T I T “HIET WEa” 91 S 9 9k S s = E A
TR AT ®i Teaett, Taafdenr & @1 nre S5 FersE wE
&, A ek e off Ia & okfyg ¥ o o1 ¥ TeR-usE o 99 gd
AR ol

A IR ® ek HUR 1 Hewqul 9eF 3R HASH %1 9q@ HeAn
BId 9| TR Ie1 99 Thenl 9 SS9 g g Toa e Ha g}
21 3HH foruex o fafv= weqal & aR | oam T 2 39 TS o IEK,
fouer o U o Tee o g =ifet st o fawivareti o WY-die He-gsl,
At Tt IR o St fafa= svemrenl ® 9T B | 399 €W Al et @
o TR oS S o 9 &3 1 AN fhdd o @1 § &
| T T UE WieE € fSes g ueae i fafue st @ wqfe i
21 o g % v ¥ 39 A & e B g

“fedIaaer WY ATeaiag. Wit
Tagentom wier reavag, wiasfan”

e 1 dcqd & T Tew fearey 9 @l o HARsH o fern e S
&l

TS e 1 e R § S T st aga See @1 R AR 98
T 1 FITSHIZH B, Thfleeh 1 F&H B, ST YT 1 E1 81 A AL
1 THIIN BT, 39 Heeh! STedd TREell T, 3iaerd SR SS9
@1 B ek Y THE TSl § fendlt ST, ST thef o1 3fed= TereRt
e 2 SR 9ok WA GRIGH o Heed whi 9d 4 €1 Fifeh Su-fakw
T ekl o WEAH Y 3Tk WIS, TSl Ta Sfefer Guensti sl =
T R TAN § SRl o Td A S | SRl Heeyul ATEH @
B T ok e | o 3T Heerqul AR ol
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it e SfemrSt W € T Ties TES i w2 Td wE Wi
otk @™ 1 h Sgd eyl WA €1 SRl Sfted, e Selt, S
THE & U g9 § GAEH Geeh fau IRl # SR Tei § Seord e
g foF SRt qU URER e % U g @ wafid 2

BUR <9 H HYg Wikepiaeh faued @l € 3 el 3 e ¥ € o
heficsh Taenstl o1 eifie @1 21 56 U9s WIEhideh faRed s Seerur e
3R TH o@el 1 SAN el € SR 78 'Y i o ® fon Gl esh st
el UREE IR st o AnieeE o 7w geiea wre W @R

S T e fa=me™ (National School of Drama) fava & @erd
T W § 9 U 21 T g favare € SR e we ot 39 A 9
Teud M o Tonfen Tt 4 U Ae fawmed w39 a9
TEEE SE R T8 3T T 71 Sl ST g o arer fierRy Hed
RER T T 1 SR 3 BH 9 B o €W Sen anRE w1 e
H AR H ey Siiferd fheasdt o @ o faw Eiia Trew st
@ T8l Iuftad el YA i 96 It g

¥ off Tonfen S 1 wiféer A= Xt g1 e &Y, ok TR, T
T Gare Sftad &1 T &I g0 | wish him a long, healthy and
happy life.
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PROMOTING CULTURAL PLURALISM AND
PEACE THROUGH INTER-FAITH AND
INTER-ETHNIC DIALOGUE*

I sincerely thank the Russian Parliament and IPU for the excellent
hospitality and arrangements made for the 137th Assembly of IPU.
The world is a gift to us from God who created it like a bouquet
of flowers. Numerous religions, diverse faiths, ethnicities are like
lovely flowers with different colours, size and distinct fragrances,
each one attractive in their own way, to make this bouquet most
colourful and beautiful. A beautiful bouquet is an object of pleasure
for the senses likewise these diverse religion, faith ethnic groups
and cultural traditions when held together by eternal values of
love, compassion, justice and equity are a sources of pleasure for
hearts and souls.

IPU needs to be complemented for selection of a very relevant
topic for general debate as entire world is grappling with various
kind of conflicts in the name of religion, faith or ethnicity. The
diversity of our world’s many religions, languages, cultures and
ethinicities should not be a pretext for conflict, but should be seen
as a treasure that enriches us all. | believe that mutual tolerance
and respect among religions and ethic groups is absolutely essential
for peace, harmony, proper decorum and social order on our earth.

Every mother brings up her son or daughter to be responsible,
respectful and caring towards parents and society and have right
values. Similarly all religions teach their followers to practice love,
compassion and be good human beings steeped in right ethos,
Pluralism is not diversity alone, but energetic engagement with

* At the 137th Assembly of Inter-Paliamentary Union at St. Petersburg, Russian Federation

(14-18 October, 2017).
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diversity. The language of pluralism is that of dialogue and debate,
give and get, speaking and listening. Dialogue fosters mutual
understanding, dignity and patience and promotes peaceful
co-existence. Dear Delegates, India is perhaps the largest and most
plural society in the world and the singular thing about Indian culture
is that you can only speak of it in the plural.

Our great cultural heritage is the generous concept of Vasudhaiv
Kutumbakam (meaning that the entire world is a family). Our society is
based on spiritualism, humanism and giving less importance to
materialistic growth. We are socially, politically, culturally, religiously and
spiritually democratic. As a result a number of religions and religious ideas
have taken birth and flourished; different languages, musical, dance
and art forms have developed in India. Our accommodating ethos
sheltered many religions coming from outside our boundaries. The
spread of Indian Culture has never been oppressive in character; rather
it is educative and elevating. In fact, wherever Indians have gone, they
have left behind not only their footprints but also spiritual and cultural
imprints in the hearts of people. We have shown to the world that
different religions, languages, practices and beliefs can co-exist and
prosper simultaneously. India believes in giving and being there for
others: ‘iR W AR 7 q forea Gerrm) feafa: 3= v g seff:)’
Which means that the person who gives enjoys a higher position and
not the person who hoards or accumulates. Like the clouds which give
rain are always up in the sky, while the sea is always on the ground.

A nation’s culture resides in the hearts and the soul of its
people. In India we inculcate this in our children. We celebrate our
diversity and plurality. This is the virtue of India’s parliamentary
democracy and Indian ethos. The freedom of religion is guaranteed
under Indian Constitution. Parliaments and Parliamentarians have a
very responsible role to play in fostering the culture of inter-faith
and inter-ethnic dialogue. This can ensure mutual respect and a
deeper understanding of diverse perspectives and practices. Social
harmony, mutual understanding and better coordination between
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different religions is of utmost importance for the survival of mankind
and the promotion of the culture of peace, security and tolerance.
The Parliament of India has been playing a significant role in providing
necessary safeguards and an enabling environment for peaceful co-
existence of religions, faiths and diverse groups. By sharing of
knwoledge and best practices, | am sure, we can enrich ourselves,
and together we can resolve to develop chords that foster building
a harmonious world.

Thank you.
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VII.
INTERNATIONAL MATTERS







TAEA $aed |ibe, 2014 *

T A TR (R H 8 @ Tolledt gl gftie § e g9t 9gd geit
B W R H A gest St e g f 3= g9 Toied sawd
e § e fRanl 2R ) |i9E 81 o A H qum ST SR e
arfaferl o1 TNTa el § SR SRT Thordl 1 HMEAT Hdl gl

el 39 RIS 1 B 39 HEE § 9 Heequl € TR wed wew W %
ol Tl W 9w 21 Tel fUsd oo aul § wiwt ey gen © SR 3|
TE o AESHI o Jerd ¥ e faatien s 21 98 SR A o FRar safery
WHR HH H T 2| 7L Yo 7 ohadl 2 H G 2 afesh feray 0
o ot B

9 W et @ o =i - soeed o ® 21 e 98 M ¥,
TE FS T W % STl § @ B o e o S off SudiEy €, S
Haen forq med wew o fg=a &) 6! H9EAE €| g9R U R M6 © R
T o for, gepfa o B9 eropa GaeH U #) 9 ww ¥ 21 W@ & @i
firera € @R foawr o forg @ 210 ® B9 w_w 98l gt ue €, fesed ®,
S ® 3R Hedauiiel 5w v w1 ot IS e el 21 wifa-gRen o |y
@ TSN & oy SwE R ot 29 o 36 g wad 92 T 9§ 2

Se-sie % fere R e 9 A fred 3o 9d ¥ w B
ot €, 39 foag W A A By ot @R, A v o sEd e sge
TS e el e faet o wy-wy s e 2y W wied
HTT B Ak W Wiepfaa qRa i s fare <ed %Y &1 I8 9
T T B Ghdl €, 9 o 1 off 8 "ehar € W TR U wEerer S
T R, S At 7, W 9N S 9Eg-9E g g e =)

H ok o1 7€ ff we =il R sl wEeEl ft W g ey
1SSt TS HIHeTEl SANTAaEl i Edicaed it €, fom ' s

e SAed WHfe, 2014 F SRR W AU, AR (8 STEE, 2014)
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o Y- HES TR g ohieh Fewehl 1 GerEar i st
TE| T THR o AHR T8 HTH Fh WY o Foie Teasy o
Tehd B ffE] ® gl AHEd § Al Weeh! qren gl gl

Tl Uife ¥ oS @ fo wuE s & fau fera ?1 A, i
AR Hfean whet TSRS < 1 AfEEd & I9F €1 TAN 39 | 3@ e
% ST dF F3 ¥ S €, et 9 % ol SiEifien Saaed ® one
ameft IrTiE 1 3 ST el O e URERl 1 U2 Ul © ®, Wy @
S, # et ATEH wg € @I R SR " o1 31 ¢ foh e @R
Q| e S kT Ul S, A Hei-shet SHT A HAE BN SR A
T HTH-YE Ferdl @I YSR & & AR oF 3R =eifl, 9=d Tei-aeT,
T IE T TH WEfRE T FER W

S o TG § olishel HIohed B & Bid-ag a%g faRel 9 o1 St €,
Fiifer o Tl et €| 379 BH 1 HN T2 HIHIHE % 39 SR F e oA
&g &1 IR =1RT 3R 79 SR af S=E E gl =S et 5 iR fewrs
ot &, qeft TR SE-4Y fewr 9E| R, S-S B S a9l B
FER A HT AT A BN, & W FIRT T @ FT SR A B

B ST, IAMHT o Thet €1 T ST § THCHR, Ted IR BETa
1 STeEE dioiel @R w1 el 81 Teaid ® e 40 wfasd aeE gh
ITEl 1 B 21 T8 el T & SieH oren 8, 36T 5= 3 off drearfed
T T e 81 el €1 98 YR 9gd 99l €, oifeh el 10 H ¥ 9 TSI
T We sfed €1 T ol 3R Sk bl & YR W & Y ®
o SR T & e AR o wW A ) oo w5, S a
1, deheieh 3T MESH i T 1, ©ifeh 37 Fa¥ IR TH B, Tk T8
Teh U Yo ® el okl WY

29§ fo o forg RErds @ik Sererrst <=1 =1 € Sedd Bt 2
TeEegeR R AEA. wifd ¥ e i € oK 3W R A oy - @
Tl GATEATE aeeH Y B 1 Ie Feee @ ged S B

W Ry &1 faedt & 40 3¢ fova™ 21 7@ 99 F9 €, T H o
e St e off groretie gt 21 7o wew o iy IR @ wEweh
% & W 9gd GG B1 T8 39 1 UreEl ol o] ol Scied 3R
TS TIY AR 3 S B el T T HeA YW i TER I G
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T hf HH [N el g1 1 T8 T I o S &9 % w9 °
off qeerRT Y @l B 3 WisfRiael o wRU TER Wew | wel-wiesl, e,
A0, TS-UhI, Hice WIS, JIERYS, dfviead 9 =R aiEsmet
S e H a1 TR HarEE )

T YR Tl ST TR, AT ek aTel 5 SiTell o S1ef-|e TReTd
BEIRTeY IR geRehs o forg ot <1 a1 21 =l 3iR wRved SR w5
9 9wl f R | vewH €1 Wi, TepiEl 3R s fave faued
F1 57 Haeh! @ Y e o & § off e ot Shiobt TSy 21 S ghaenad
& fau fas =, wew @ =l e €

T YU H Soiaei e, Seliehid, TR, Sfieriansa oS & off qsit
Y Ho-F T T 9T Ya off 7wl 9gr 21 femqR-uR-1g, e T,
O HeEsT o HRU A fieelt gag sefead siier (SuHsTEEr)
TISeE o T8 =0T o o716 e & § § T @

e YR 1 5 HS S o “Tek 39 3TeAT” % WA o g § ¥R
e et St A oft @i % & K -0 o ) w9 o, ey weft ok
fau o =el o frarfaal o faw ff g #) 9@ 2 6 @ fEw & @
IR TR ¥ WY R GRE i s g

Tt o Gt e @ier & fog @R g o AW wue @ fog el
FS oS FAE T BN, S I8N & Y-y HeA W AT 3R 9 A
TEaH 99 WU BH 981 W T doe FArd-=e 3 3 31 WellfawH TE
FAIH WX I HEGA Hl IR T B, Tl fasqT =1 9
giaemd & R e i GHEAe ot B qeq wewr i fave o anfrieres
TR T TR & T o BN 59 ToU goe ool WSiifavH Te s v
FeX ol TSiifav/feerdd T, weyE deX, seede SN, foasHg de,
FHY &d, FERH HX IR gifendfed i sanfe gfaenstt 9 |y
T

3hE o 'R 92 YR w1 AT TewH #1 Wl S il
TEH o fu ST S ® A iR T 22Ee SemieEed o forw) S
1 Thehthe TSRS oh ToTu, oEl i o1 URE M o forg waw 21 U9 &
SfEa o TN H TEEH TE R-HH-T-3E THIEH TS HayE dX
o, 98 THAN WO B, ufehed ¥, fSE @t B "R e 2l
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PARLIAMENT AND THE MEDIA LAW*

I am glad to be here today to inaugurate the CPA Parliament and

Media Law Conference in this port city of Visakhapatnam which is
very appropriately called ‘the Jewel of the East Coast’. | commend
the CPA and the Andhra Pradesh CPA Branch for selecting this
beautiful city which is soon going to be a smart city, to host this
Conference.

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) has been
actively engaged in the issue of media freedom and its relation to
Parliament. Fifteen years back, the CPA and the Parliament of India
in association with several Commonwealth media organisations held
a conference on ‘Parliament and the Media: Building an Effective
Relationship’ which was followed up with other similar conferences
focused on various aspects of an informed democracy.

It goes without saying that a free, responsible and diverse media
is as vital to parliamentary democracy as democracy is for freedom
of speech and expression. An independent media can play crucial
role in building and moulding public opinion, which, in turn,
influences decision-making process. The ‘freedom of the press’,
which it was once called and now includes freedom of every kind
of mass media, is not simply freedom of journalists, editors or
proprietors alone to report and comment but it includes public’s
right to know and to participate in free flow of information.

While Commonwealth countries generally recognize the right of
the media to a fundamental level of freedom, in practice this right
is constrained as well as protected by constitutional provisions,
statutes, legal precedents and licensing conditions. In India, media

*At the Commenwelath Parliamentary Association's Parliament and the Media Law
Conference, Visakhapatnam (8 April, 2015).
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freedom is constitutionally secured through fundamental right to
freedom of speech and expression in article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution. However, right to freedom of speech and expression
comes with same restrictions such as sovereignty and integrity of
country/security of State/public order/decency or morality, etc. In
recent years, there has been progress on freedom of expression
with several Commonwealth countries enacting substantial legislation
on it.

The relationship between Parliament and media is crucial aspect
of public’s right to be informed. Parliament, or the Legislature in
this sense, is the forum where public issues and policies are discussed
and public grievances are addressed. As media acts as communication
link between Legislature and people, it conveys to people substance
of parliamentary legislation and discussion, and informs them about
policies and programmes of Government. It helps decision makers
to understand the pulse of society by providing a feedback
mechanism.

Within this relationship, there are vital principles that require
a fine balance. As public figures, parliamentarians or legislators have
to sometimes sacrifice their right to privacy as individuals so as to
satisfy public’s right to know. Disclosure of information held by
government or public authorities in public interest is also a
requirement of an informed democracy which needs to be balanced
with requirement for secrecy/privacy.

In India, under the Parliamentary Proceedings (Protection of
Publication) Act, 1977, statutory protection has been given to
publication in newspapers or broadcasts by wireless telegraphy of
substantially true reports of any proceedings of either House of
Parliament, provided reports are for public good and are not
malicious. Normally, no restrictions are imposed on reporting the
proceedings of the House unless the report is mala fide or there is
wilful misrepresentation or suppression of speeches of particular
members, which constitutes a breach of privilege and contempt of
the House.
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During this Conference, our focus may not be confined to
relationship between Parliament and media. As the theme suggests,
Parliament has as much interest and responsibility as any stakeholder
to be fully alive to debate on whole gamut of laws that impinge on
and have implications for media freedom. This is a matter that
concerns larger society for which Parliaments and parliamentarians
owe a responsibility.

Today, when we talk about media freedom, we not only think
in terms of strengthening media freedom but also to regulate so
that freedom is used in a constructive manner. As the medium
through which public is informed of public issues, government
policies and programmes, freedom of media is essential. This freedom
makes it possible for media to exercise huge influence on society
by shaping public opinion. The power that media has in a free
democratic society is apprent from the status it has earned as
Fourth Estate of society. However, it is also to be understood that
with powerful right to freedom come great responsibilities. Hence,
there is need for media to ensure that freedom is wisely and
responsibly used and corresponding responsibilities are consciously
fulfilled. How to achieve this—whether by an imposed law or by
guidelines voluntarily adopted by media—is the main question about
responsibility of Media?

Friends, it is worth reminding ourselves that the situation that
prevails in a country cannot be a template for all societies everywhere
although there may be insights and best practices that can be
shared from each other’s experiences. As we know, the situation in
India is not quite similar with that of UK.

We have distinct systems of regulation for broadcast media, print
media and social media. The broadcast media is regulated by the Cable
TV Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995. The Act does not provide for any
regulatory authority but Programme Code and Advertising Code under
the Act is monitored by various agencies of Government. Also
there are two industry-level regulatory bodies for self regulation.
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For non-news sector, there is ‘Broadcasting Content Complaints
Council’, an independent council comprising twelve members with
retired Judge of Supreme Court or High Court as Chairperson. For
news and current affairs channels, the self-regulatory body is ‘News
Broadcasting Standards Authority (NBSA)’ set up by News Broadcasters
Association (NBA). Unfortunately, jurisdiction of NBSA is limited
because out of total 350 news channels, only few are members NBA.
Therefore, rest are unregulated.

Regulation of print media in India is governed by Press Council
Act, 1978, that establishes Press Council of India (PCl). The Council is
statutorily empowered to take suo motu cognizance or entertain
complaints of violations of journalistic standards and ethics.

In cyber sphere, we have Information Technology Act, 2000,
amended in 2008. Information Technology Rules, which direct
intermediaries to remove objectionable content, were introduced in
2011. Section 66A, inserted in the Act had made it a punishable offence
to send offensive or false messages through a computer device.
However, there was no guideline for identification of offensiveness.
The said provision has been set aside recently by the Supreme Court
as being violative of free speech as it has often been said to have
been invoked arbitrarily or with political motive to block access to
content allegedly objectionable. As while the judgement upheld
freedom of media, it has left open the field of regulation of offensive
messages on media. How to regulate this now after striking down of
section 66A, is a big question for you to debate?

We understand that there are different views-on media regulation.
There is a strong argument, mostly held by media industry, that media
accountability is better served by self-regulatory institutions. Any
form of statutory regulation is looked upon with apprehensive fear of
censorship and State suppression of media freedom. However, media
insiders and people who have been associated with regulatory
authorities will agree that even the agencies who are regulating the
media at present are very week in their enforcement. So there is
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need for better regulation, whether it is done by the government or
by bodies of media industry itself — is a question you must debate in
this conference.

Media industry is getting more and more integrated. Most media
players are present on all media platforms whether it is print or
broadcast or cyber or social media. Therefore, there may be a need
for common standard for all sectors of media. For instance, licensing
and journalistic standards applicable to print media shall also be
applicable to broadcast media. Is there a way that media players can
be made accountable to same standards whether print, digital or
online? Are separate regulatory bodies necessary for different forms
of media platform, or a single regulatory body desirable? These are
the issues to be debated.

In our times, social media has also become a big source of
information. At present, under Information Technology Act, the Cyber
Appellate Tribunal is empowered to deal with complaints under the
Act. Is it desirable to regulate social media? And to what extent?

| have placed some of the important issues before you for
deliberations during the Conference. | would like to add here that
these issues do not necessarily reflect state of journalism in this
country. It has more to do with state of media laws that exist. There
may be a need for their modification which you shall deliberate upon.

I am sure that Conference will endeavour to find viable solutions
to these issues. | wish you fruitful deliberations towards that end.
With these words, | have the pleasure of inaugurating the Conference.

Thank you.
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THE MORAL AND ECONOMIC IMPERATIVE
FOR FAIRER, SMARTER AND MORE
HUMANE MIGRATION*

Migration is not a new phenomenon. It has been there since time
immemorial and many countries have experienced it in some form or
other; only the degree and intensity varies. What has added new
angle to human migration in recent times is the process of globalization
which has broken the barriers of the nation state facilitating seamless
movement of people, goods, service and ideas. A new noticeable trend
is increase in number of women migrants.

Nobody would like to leave his or her country of birth and his
home and hearth without insurmountable circumstances. People
migrate in search of better opportunities and at times under very
compelling circumstances due to economic, political or social reasons.
The difference between voluntary and involuntary migration, or
between refugees fleeing political conflict versus economic or labour
migration, is complex.

The exodus of hundreds of thousand people from Syria and other
countries as refugees is a man-made human tragedy. This has raised a
number of issues, which need to be addressed with great degree of
sensitivity. Far from being propelled by economic reasons, this crisis
is mostly about refugees. We encourage the Governments concerned
to work out comprehensive and mutullay beneficial solutions derived
from their international obligations and the best practices dealing
with such large scale refugee movement in the post-world War-lI
period. They must also deeply reflect on the factors leading to this
crisis.

* At the 133rd Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Geneva, Switzerland
(17-21 October, 2015).
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| wish to keep our comments within the framework of the theme
for the Geneal Debate relating to fairer, smarter and more humane
migration.

Migration poses challenges and moral dilemma for destination
countries, as fear, anxiety and doubts arise about the interests of
local population. However, it also presents and opportunity for
economic growth, human development and cultural diversity. The host
country benefits in terms of their labour, both skilled and unskilled,
talent and expertise, energy and innovation brought in by younger
migrants. The native country benefits in terms of remittances, savings,
skills and international contacts provided by migrants. Migration also
strengthens tourism and nostalgia for one's foods and products of the
country of origin creates markets for those products in the immigration
country fostering local production and international trade.

The top destination countries for immigration have generally
witnessed social, cultural and political diversity and strengthening of
liberty, freedom and democratic values. Migration also helps in bridging
the socio-cultural divides and brings people together leading to better
understanding, which is very essential for a peaceful world.

Now let me share India's experience with migration. Since time
immemorial, India has witnessed migration as one of the important
features of interaction with the outside world, and as means for
exchange of ideas, trade and commerce among many other things.
The central theme and understanding of migration for Indians is derived
from the Indian philosophical concept of “ag&a sew@eRu" which means
that the entire world is one family. Historically Indian traders, seafarers
and monks have migrated and settled in foreign lands as goodwill
ambassadors spreading the message for unity, peace and brotherhood
and never ever to conquer territories. Integral Humanism is deep
rooted in the Indian Psyche.

Over 28.5 million overseas Indians, including Non-Resident Indians
and persons-of Indian Origin, are presently residing overseas. Almost
similar number of migrants, including irregular migrants, have made
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India their home. This has made India an important country of origin
and of destination for migrations.

One of the finest examples of fairer, smarter and more humane
migration is proudly showcased in Indian history. The Parsis,
(Zoroastrians) emigrated to India for reasons of religious freedom and
they were allowed to settle in India thanks to the Goodwill of a local
ruler. They were also granted a plot of land to build a fire temple as
their place of worship, this was quite a remarkable gesture in the
prevailing times. Over the centuries the Parsis have integrated and
assimilated themselves into Indian Society like sugar in the milk.
They have contributed immensely to the history and development
of India. Their achievements are not only respected by the whole
nation but every Indian also take pride their success as own success.

Sustainable development can only be achieved with the inclusion
of all groups. This finds reflection in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development by including migration and human mobility in four of
the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals target. Our Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi's Vision of “‘we=1 wier we=m1 fas’’ which

means 'together with all, development for all' underscores the
importance of inclusive growth.

The Non-resident Indians and Persons of Indian Origin, by their
creativity, entrepreneurship, diligence and law abiding nature have
played an important role in global brand building and image of India as
a 'knowledge Economy'. They have become the most effective brand
ambassadors to showcase India's proud heritage, culture and its
progress and also have contributed immensely to their host countries.

As a responsible country, India constructively engages with the
International Organisation for Migration, Global Forum for Migration
and Development, Colombo Process and similar other regional and
international platforms, which promote and protect the interests of
migrants. India has been advocating the need to view migration form
a developmental paradigm, from humane perspective, and as a
win-win situation.

278



| believe that we, the Parliamentarians need to support for greater
international efforts to supplement national efforts in addressing the
challenges associated with migration. Climate change may add new
dimensions to the issue of migration. We acknowledge the fact that
the solutions and approaches for dealing with migration may differ
from country to country based on local and national circumstances,
but at all times it should conform to the basic norms of human dignity
and human rights of migrants.

India calls for concerted efforts to promote teamwork amongst
nations to maximise the benefits of migration while reducing its
negative effects. | conclude:-

“qrioTIY U 99 39 el =i
HHUT TFAT AT dSd Wi Tl

which means 'by his work, thoughts and words, an intelligent man
(and this applies to nations also) must perform actions which will be
beneficial for all living entities in this life and the next'.

Thank you.
LR
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ARA-UTfeReT & sftel 1965 ® §U
T hi @OT St *

IRA-Uh g5 1965 o @l Sa=it o8 H Jgl o gfafted “ aenemel
ol SEER g SN 39 HEHH W Y Heoh | et § MRt
gl SHeE A o G HRs: s TRA9 Sel TS $H hMEwH i
UReheT T W iR S THoR AN dh THE Sg @t o at §
A ¥ TE TH Heeh forg @wmg w1 fovm @ fR o R e
W g5 ° Ghhd ® Heol (WaIgN) 19 SRy ueadH ot Hisg
gl TR AW TEH! WE Y wiE afer< wdl €l

T E WA ¢ o 9Ra Tk wifafE T ¥ o% “aqia wemey”
Td “wdwa GiEw:” % el W de aen <9 ¥ 9Ra A et
SMRAY 7§ foha, YRA W TEIN IS AW T WA 1962 & J§ ok
ST 9RAE Aef 1 THee oafel R e o, e % T o
ey WA oT9g i STAE B o RO FARA 1 TG ST
wEA 99 fEm T oem <9 A orRte &t feafg et 1964 A ew S
w1 e @ T iR wmeh St g st w9 SR 1964 W € WM A
Tigenta Tdar fRaml swen foada wifewam o Rufa facgpa s of
T W SRa e @n =i fgda favegs 5 @ o Sen |
TG I e fohar o, 8 iR @1 Agel WX W@ 91 TSrE 3w
% T ga< 9, 3 Ww # I=A 9Rd W deeds SwAv e
R FAR W A TN U # gln @ IRg W owe ere @ e
| TH W TE o ARAT I, TAN A A 3T Hadg wEE <

W fuR ¥ W9 g5 e @ A 3uH getl 1 gfteh st gyt
Bl 81 1965 % 5 H Y UE T g S AR U hIvd, S
Tt 3R Scohtedl 1 Sl STl Sl #1 BSIR, 3THel SwR, et
TH AR TRE HI U= yg@ SRl & @Y gg g srEe
BEI-gE T gE| TS HSAS H = A G9a TEl § Wq o 6
wead ¥ et w= fe fom o' wEww qof 9 deemwm § QR
TEE % Y AT O % |ig dHfead & uh degl dfte ek
o P e TR A wE w e S fe W 32 A & e
ol S % SUeied B TS e ol WHRIE % QR TN, AN (25 STRER, 2015)|1
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IR 10 fHawR, 1965 i THAU R H TYAT o e ok i M
wgd <@ feufa =l wigd gY, Tk S W gEd Y& @1 @R SH W
TeE fhu iR STl ST W ool 9 ¥ @S wed gU Al ookl ol
T w KA I Fegdgul waed ¥ URA B W 7 3§ WX
H A H 1S TRe AN IR T9 AqOHd Wed oh WM WA
Ff o'l “Yeq FR" AWk 9§ RS T

T YR, YRd U IS o U AN WHAR e TSIl s SR
TEGH TREAR H @ SEea ad §C SRl AR T =gl
11 faam=R 1965 1 17 =™ WS 7 396 g H fourcme 99
o frd W <o 1 3R W ewAY fRan AN @R sfa=n &
T O # 9 O ok SeSE S=id MR % M@l sl
e B W Mt 9 W ISl 1 A9 e @ AR 14 faawR W
TeiETelt SR 16 faameR i SgY $R S SANEt W heen feRa
IR AN H WSl @l R AT WH ] WelE Tél wi SR
fam Tma q% AT WW H g wA ® TS I &4 H & dwfa
% W U P 98 9a gC §gd T8 1 Ig9d 8 W © T gee
FH G A AT AR TUR R FEEH H GHE F L 3Tk A
@R o 99 wERT Tw o

UH o 1 AT ST g5 o HeM § gg| gAR St faaeat
I W % T IF A w1 WgfE F & I w1 wee o9F T FER
g WA FE HW-HW GRR 9 ok 13 fFadw s w T e
i 78 “cER-13 Tereiniier” for@n e &1 R oMy ® et
el “viratsfer” H @il zH g W O9Rd A4 1920 femendiex @i
iR &I SHA W a0 e o Safe wifehsm 540 fhareR
W & fEEe wogEn en ?w A 2862 IR AT Il TW g § @i
AR T 9 211 AR W dRa R 9§ et T T

T 9 T A off aRAE o W R TSt ¥ @ feE eiR
AR 91g A A AT 5 &H G w3 JH| TAR A A oh Sersi
3 o BRwR e fEA W Wy 3w % g e § ertW 4w
Se fauHl Wl s #R ISP g vl 1 IR=E G 3R WRa
I Sid § "ee gu
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TR fdfR ool w gfgR off 39 gs § weegu @ Swe
Ig &F H Wersk gk § Sope %W fFa g5 &9 § 99w e,
Al 1 WAfHR STER, 3% XA SUgH STSIare W UgdHI, A
o T Hg W% HEN AN HAed Sl M, THAART o HE | A,
Ste1-3mgfed, fasreft-amgfd et &g sl o srddfr woll o @@
AR TALHL o Hhed T WA Wh1SE MES o WEUdshl A wgH
9 37 hedl IR TIUHUH % wiEged! 3 29 9al % =49 UfaHH
Ty foRu) SRR, AW hl TS Sh@M i GRAm off 3
5= @

IEA: 1965 & g5 OF @ W T Sar T, 9% aad § W
qRqard! &1 sid offl 98 Fod ga &1 Sid of, 98 gd W fawers
F1 Sfd ot IR SHAVGTT 7 9 1962 o 9RA-W9 g5 hl 3@
T e HUSR gl ¥9 R I8 gFEifed ok i dard & @i 9w
AT TR o, W TR 3§ ¥E N9 S o TR welfh 9Ra @t
TG 1 UREN TR W ¢ W WY 6 ¢ o WA 4 Bl STRHUER
i o R 3R WA ¥ B € SR IR HI Tl SR Gl
I BEWM AUU W@ T TR IR AHH ® T IR Gudl i fmen
H TR W OiE wfed @

svft g & H foooll H 9IRG-UR g8 % 50 9 [ BM W WM
TAeE g Tk TSIl “sitaisfar” o é T efft § meEE wemest
% HERA ‘AT W W7 H TEeh fawd H ARl 3 TREHT *@d
T @ T ooft @ g W o fau, Wg W Weul @A o, @
w9 QR S did M, U & TEl Fell F@ 1965 S J§ hl WA, TS(uY
W Gl A e W oon 3@ oweE W 4@ oTE g W wE
SHifRal goe W ol | 3w o Ufeh o HIAM UH Sel w1 Hee
TEH MR B I3 SR W AT W qE T A R 3 R At
AR K W R [l H TR G TRSE I O ST A8
8 araat & T8, ®E ¥ ff Koot o aen & Afe w1 a8
Tded 9 T8 T fved € w emigew | W % ufd wHdu SR e
H qE W I 2 R A sS4 AR wER o ufd erelt sigiefar
Bl 3@ "oy § WY gerest St um off fer@n em emueRl SRt et
B fF 9RG WR 7 ool § Th U= g§ WS oh U @&

oo 2 @ Rl
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WM W W HE faufa ot B, #E eMwHEU war € SR g5 &
frafg st 2, @ fad 99C @9 | & gy @ w1 @ e © afew
T ANNE Th Algl B € SR IE W o uiY g ® IE IS
¥ Teaqel qffht T ¥ 1965 F g§ § AMAIE @R eIgl e
St & g H IR ‘S S Wi" feRmm” o S<EN 9 SRl SE
o 3I@E 3R SI9 1 GER g, 9€l oH <, T, ganew, wfecnedt
Tl qeh foh a=al 4 ot g w1 TR Rl WHE SR SAUA-STT AR
e Afeenetl & o9H e q <F fRE, o 4 T iR St R
qel gg o oAYF Faud H o 9rfiR 9l §3-9% § "R W
2| Taeh Wiwfed wEl ¥ WG Wi % SN H g % fau uq W
wH T emgl TRl W H S Wi, W+, weel SR ufgensti o @Wed
& ot T wem R 92, Wi, fuar ok ufa dwet w Mol @w
F W@ ofEr 1 gd oevd € o'a W @ WG U@ w9ed gieR
o9 AN g o GO §€d 2d @

5 4 PO B qh ARG WIS doll i AR s "ufed €
vifed o S 39 g5 7 AR & 9l & B 99 9] 1971 o IS
1 A BT HEA HE o faw dAR fRen TE BW gl o g
g w0 o WEifiesl iR ey STS-E 1 Wee Tedr 3R
3% TR W ifg # wfte W # ot wemar faef fovw ww o9
TE Tk HgE A on fSed O, A SR aEE 3 Tk gufed
TG S g§ H 9 faan St 39l g5 | qatud dsel o T
el W2k W1 1965 1 g5 BT HIBI GHA B YH €| B T
Ff e formn 2 o oy g5 o #E ff ©F ¥ I W W g5
T&l Sfia weRdtl Githar &9 A off ere wRl Wifd 8 gl B R
I5 ¥ gt ®9 ¥ 98 fag gen & 9Rdg A9 iR 9eed W fRd
ff feafa &1 g w@ & fog g0 we AR €

1965 o gg W s ToH 9¥ @ T 2 39 g5 k9% 34
W o WY TR QY AR g gl AW ft 9Rd o WEw wAE &
oE ot 39 TS Yoo © TR Geel § YR & o B 9RdE Aged
J BN 3H TN SAMER wAE fRT B1 SRAT 95 % qXd o5 eyl
ey a9 &1 o0 o Aee oo faerd o St A et U
I G TBA HIl o URREE & TG WS GYRE Sl wfd Sl
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& fou = <3 #1 W@ e, o *E WieEl % 7 Wed W of s
I[ERAT ¥ HEl fof WER aa<d ¥ & wWid o Al i ghed e
R zEfee S fomr gafme & was geR®w w wifd @l o ferg
b fFam eoR g FR@ fvw U v o S ow frufa @@t
Bl W, BW Wdeg € T 36 WHEN 1 WY qRefis o 9 eifayees
TR ° &

He qegdd St 7 Uk Hed o) i o A WA § S S

% 36 @9 faayl S=iH WRa-Ue gg o fewm fomn iR oM wed s9
T &Y g5 T Haa w “TRImEt ama” # 6 faaer ¥ 27 faawr
T @ o ®U H G R 9E @ T UH YW ok ®9 H AR
Ty Tgd ¥ “fgdm wRa-wifem™ gg 19657 S&d:, 1965
g W IER TU S gl Uil o Wid T e ggieta @ SR
gofi wfeEal &1 GEA S g 9§ o SNH vgSi 1 Hholdgddh
e wH H Jea g f9E)
FdAE R wdl Ufew ¥ g5 9@ 9 9 gew @@ ged €, 31 9t
gl R SN w1 HAd Yeddd 3 Ul gweh § Sl @ &AW
wed foran ® den g5 9 WSt Seell i uigel oh @Hel @l Bl g
3 Y% 1 faHE W gU TE 1 g9d @ @l el Sk 3@ A
# H oed St &1 T dfgal ® wew =

“TW UZTE kI WH WIS, TeT FIM M@ W MR

TAHE F HIgSTA W, M arel hel 9 AT

et i ® fe=m wemm)

JMgla STl I 3TERT, AU & fasd I w,

ifm s W a9 W W, Ta gdfifer wfgga e

et e ® faar wemg)”

g o § g omg geff #1 oe I g ud emen el € fR
TN g W AR T S-S0 W W SHMEN SR uRem ¥ =
BU WNAa™ o TRewel wfasy i R S¥H s o faw s
B YU W R W W Wawa & fau Ry U sfaee @ @
U ARG 1 @ o forY gU gl W Sra wrw gy ARl S9eh

284
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INDIA AND MALAYSIA:
CLOSER COOPERATION*

| am indeed delighted to be here in this beautiful city of Kota
Kinabalu in Sabah. We are all happy to come to Malaysia for the 23rd
Conference of the Speakers and Presiding Officers of the
Commonwealth.

At the outset, allow me to convey my heart-felt greetings to all of
you for a new year of good health, peace and prosperity.

Incidentally, today also happens to be a day of great significance.
It was on the 9th of January in 1915 that the greatest Pravasi son of
India, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the father of the Nation,
returned to India from South Africa after leading a spirited struggle
there against the British apartheid. Over the next 32 years, Mahatma
Gandhi led India to freedom with Truth and Non-Violence as his
weapons. The Government of India, since 2003, has been celebrating
this day every year as the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. It's therefore
befitting that our High Commissioner has chosen this day to host a
reception in our honour with our Pravasi brothers and sisters in
Malaysia.

I am particularly delighted that Hon'ble Speaker of the Perak
Legislative Assembly Dato Seri Devamany is present here. His presence
is symbolic since Malaysia is home to the second largest Indian Diaspora
in the world. And we, in India, are extremely proud not only of the
Indian community’s seminal contribution to Malaysia, but also of your
contribution to nurturing the deep, abiding cultural, educational and
trade linkages with India, the country of your ancestors.

*At the Reception hosted by the High Commission of India, Malaysia during the 23rd
Conference of the Speakers and Presiding Officers of the Commonwealth, Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah, Malaysia (9 January, 2016).
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Reflecting upon the years 2014 and 2015, | feel happy to convey
that India is doing remarkably well on many fronts. Through innovative
ideas and initiatives, the Government has ensured that the wheels
of progress move at rapid pace and the fruits of development reach
every citizen. Governance has become open, easier and transparent.
Development is on every Indian’s lips. The ‘Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana’ launched on our Independence Day in 2014 marked a paradigm
shift in ensuring that every citizen is integrated in the financial system
of the Nation. The ‘Make in India’ initiative, complimented by a focus
on making business easy, has stimulated unprecedented vigour and
enterprise among investors and entrepreneurs. Labour reforms and
dignity of labour under the ‘Shrameva Jayate’ initiative has
empowered several workers of small and medium industries, also
providing a boost to our skilled youth. The Government has launched
three social security schemes for the people of India and also focussed
on giving pension to the elderly and insurance cover to the poor. In
July 2015, the Prime Minister unveiled the Digital India Mission to
create a Digital India where technology plays a key role in bringing a
qualitative change on people’s lives. On 2nd October, 2014, Mahatma
Gandhi's Birth Anniversary, the Prime Minister of India launched
‘Swachh Bharat Mission’, a mass movement for cleanliness across the
Nation. The scale and impact of the movement is historic. And all this
we have, managed to do by preserving and nurturing our vibrant
democratic polity.

On the economic front, India continues to be the fastest growing
major economy in the world, with a growth rate of over 7 per cent.
The total FDI inflows soared by 24.5 per cent to USD 44.9 billion during
2015, indicating that investors are attracted by our efforts to improve
ease of doing business and relaxation in Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) norms.

For Malaysian multi-national companies, India has always been a
prime investment destination. Malaysian companies have invested
over USD 6 billion in India and have completed projects worth an
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additional USD 6 billion. | am aware that several Malaysian companies
are currently pursuing investments into India, especially in the areas
of infrastructure such as road, ports, power, tourism and hospitality,
Information and Communications Technology (ICT), etc.

Several Indian businesses are also bullish about Malaysia. At
present, there are over 150 major Indian companies operating in
Malaysia and Indian companies have invested over USD 2.3 billion in
Malaysia till 2014.

The visit by our Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi to Malaysia
last November has imparted added dynamism to our relationship in
political-security, economic and socio-cultural spheres.

India’s links with Malaysia are civilizational and historic. Extensive
trade and cultural links were forged between the Coromandel and
Kalinga coast of ancient India and the Malay Peninsula over centuries,
when this region was at the crossroads of trade and commerce. The
Great Pallava and Chola dynasties of Tamil Nadu left a large imprint on
the Malay Peninsula going back to more than 10 to 15 centuries earlier.
Remnants of their temples and other structures and their inscriptions
have been excavated, particularly in Bujang valley in the State of
Kedah. Soon these commercial and cultural link extended to many
other parts of India, including the Malabar coast and Gujarat.

The British rule brought with it another wave of influence from
India into Malaya. Indians, especially Tamils, from South India were
brought by the British to work in plantations and were also given the
arduous task of building roads and constructing railways. In this
process, several thousands lost their lives and | salute the memory of
all those who laid down their lives in this country during the British
era.

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and the Indian National Army drew
their sustenance and strength from Malaya and many thousand
Malaysian Indians came forward to support him in his quest for freeing
India from its colonial masters. Women came in large numbers leaving
the comfort of their homes. | would like to pay tribute today to
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Puan Sri Capt. Janaky Athi Nahappan, who had served as Deputy to
Capt. Lakshmi Sehgal in the famous Rani of Jhansi regiment. In
recognition of her great contribution, India conferred on her the award
of Padma Sri. We have also recently renamed the Indian Cultural Centre
in Kuala Lumpur as Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Indian Cultural Centre.

Millions of Indian soldiers who fought alongside British and Allied
troops against Japanese occupation, lost their lives in Malaysia. Among
these Indian soldiers who laid down their lives, a majority were Sikhs.

Apart from Netaji, many great Indians came to Malaysia in recent
history, including Nobel Laurate Guruji Rabindranath Tagore. Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru visited Malaysia twice before independence and
Swami Vivekananda came to Penang. Our Prime Minister unveiled a
magnificent statue of Swami Vivekananda at the Ramakrishna Mission
premises in Kuala Lumpur during his visit in November, 2015.

We have also donated a Bust of Mahatma Gandhi to the Gandhi
Memorial Hall in Sungai Petani in the State of Kedah.

The contribution of Indians in Malaysia through history has been
tremendous. | would like to acknowledge all the pioneers who settled
in Malaysia over centuries and whose descendants are now proud
citizen of this great country.

I also laud Malaysia for assimilating various races and ethnicities,
and providing a democratic framework where all can co-exist in peace
and harmony. In many ways, this beautiful State of Sabah is a symbol
of this plurality and co-existence. The Malaysian Indian Congress was
a pioneer in the Malaysian political landscape. | wish Malaysia well in
their quest for moderation and peace.

What | find equally remarkable is that most of you, even after the
passage of all these years, have managed to preserve your tradition,
culture and religion and even more importantly, passed on these values
to next generation.

Even now, the largest contingents in the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
meetings are from Malaysia. In 2013, we gave a pride of place to
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Malaysia in the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in Delhi, acknowledging the
contribution of the Indian community in Malaysia.

We were truly touched by the outpouring of the grief in Malaysia
at the passing away of former President, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam in July in
2015. Dr. Abdul Kalam continues to live in the heart of every Indian,
just as he touched the hearts of those outside India and in Malaysia.

India continues to assist needy and deserving Malaysian Indian
students through the Indian Students’ Trust Fund, which was set up
way back in 1954. India has, over the years, been a destination for
thousands of Malaysian Indian children to study medicine. It is now
equally important that your children take advantage of the strength
of engineering and other degrees in India, and come to India to study
other disciplines as well. We are working with the Malaysian
Government to recognize the degrees conferred by Universities of
both our countries to facilitate this process.

Indian system of medicine is among some of the well-known and
acknowledged systems of medicine globally. Government of India has
deputed Ayurveda doctors and therapists to Malaysia. Our High
Commission has brought out a book on Ayurveda in Bahasa language.
We are now working on deputing a Siddha doctor to Malaysia soon.

The Festival of India in Malaysia, held for the first time in Malaysia
last year, where 45 events were held in 100 days in all major cities of
Malaysia, was a huge success. Malaysians from all walks of life
participated in the festival. | was equally heartened to hear that
thousands participated in the first International Yoga Day held all over
Malaysia. Our High Commission, in collaboration with the University
of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur, has brought out a book on Yoga in Bahasa
Malaysia so that people of Malaysia will truly benefit from this ancient
science of holistic health and well-being.

Your interests have always received our Government's closest
attention. We have made the PIO card valid for life and now lifelong
OClI cards are being issued to all People of Indian origin.
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Friends, India and Malaysia are poised to considerably benefit from
closer cooperation. In fact, it is through you that the relations
between India and Malaysia would gain strength. In whatever we do
with Malaysia, the Indian Diaspora would be a part of it.

Once again, | wish you all a very happy and prosperous year 2016.

Thank you.
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YOUTH ARE HARBINGERS OF CHANGE*

It is a great pleasure for me to be here with you to share my
thoughts and exchange my views on ‘Rejuvenating Democracy, giving
voice to youth’, a subject of utmost relevance in the current global
scenario. Youth are harbingers of change. Today’s generation of young
people is the largest the world has ever known. Every second person
alive today is below the age of thirty and around ninety percent of
young people are living in developing countries mainly in Asia and
Africa. The challenge of creating enough jobs and opportunities for
the global youth population is the major challenge world faces today.

We all recognize that democracy is a dynamic system of organizing
societies and governing communities. Therefore, it has to rejuvenate
itself periodically to tackle the challenges of change by absorbing new
ideas and understanding new needs.

One obvious section of society whose involvement in public life
needs to be encouraged in the interests of democracy is the youth
to whom the future belongs. With youth comes energy, vigour,
innovation and optimism. These lay the ground for major positive
contributions by youth for a rich demographic dividend for nations
and our world. The wisdom of the old and the vigour, of the youth
must be blended for the benefit of deepening democracy in society.
Great leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Ho Chi Minh, Nelson Mandela and
Dr. Kenneth Kaunda in their youth and subsequently also successfully
channelized the energy of youth to strengthen the roots of democracy
in their respective countries.

In the demographic profile of any country, youth are always a
great asset and at the same time, we must recognize that they also
face various problems. We need to engage them productively and

* Speech on 'Rejuvenating Democracy, giving voice to Youth' at the 134th
Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly at Lusaka, Zambia (19-23 March, 2016).
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mainstream them in the task of nation building. When the system can
channelize their energies in the proper direction, it strengthens
development, democratic fabric and promotes social harmony. If their
youthful energy is not used properly, it may get misdirected to terror
or other activities which are detrimental to the larger interests of
society. To strengthen the democratic process and make it inclusive,
meaningful and sustainable it is imperative that the youth should get
a rightful say in decision making.

The question that is often raised is about the factors that make
the youth stay away from public life. Analysts have identified four
levels of space that dominate the thinking of the youth. The first
space is for the family, the second space is for career, third is for
lifestyle and fourth is for friends. There is a need to create a fifth
space from ‘self to society’ by inculcating an interest in the mainstream
social processes. In Indian philosophy we talk about divine journey
from vyashti (individual) to samashti (cosmic) and then to the absolute.
Vyashti vision addresses concerns of an individual, while samashti
vision stands for compassion & welfare of all. It should be a sincere
endeavour of everyone to expand his or her vision so as to embrace
more & more people.

It is, however, true that opportunities for youth to engage in
effective participation in the democratic process or governance are
not easily available. Electoral politics has become highly competitive
and a costly avocation, thereby shrinking the space for the youth.
The lack of a formal platform to express themselves can lead to their
marginalization. That should not be allowed to happen. It is possible
to create a non-electoral space within the democratic processes to
involve the youth and their perception of politics needs to be
understood to create effective space for them in public life.

In India, we have brought down the minimum age for voting from
21 to 18 years resulting in youth participation in large numbers in the
democratic process. The advent of the social media, has been a boon
in this context. It has become a dominant force which is used by the
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youth, to convey their opinions and share their thoughts and ideas
on contemporary issues.

Today, India is a young nation with about 27.5% of its population
being in the age group of 15-29 years. In the next twenty years, these
figures are going to increase and therefore, it is necessary to make
them an active part of the political and developmental process. In
this regard, various initiatives have been taken to involve the youth
in community development. The Department of Youth Affairs was
specifically created to formulate policies for the youth, give them
support and channelize their energies into creative endeavours. The
National Young Leader Program was launched with the objective of
developing leadership qualities and service motive among the youth.
The present Government has launched path-breaking initiatives i.e.
Skill India to train people in different skills and Start up India to boost
youth entrepreneurship and encourage job creation. The National
Youth Policy was re-launched in 2014 in our country with one of its
priority areas being ‘Participation of youth in politics and governance’.
This initiative seeks to create future leaders from grass-root to the
national level.

India celebrates the birthday of Swami Vivekananda, the great
Indian reformer as the National Youth Day on 12th January.
Swami Vivekananda had immense faith in the youth and asked them
to Arise and Awake from inactivity and emphasized on self-belief.
While talking about youth he said and | quote “What we want is vigour
in the blood, strength in the nerves, iron muscles and nerves
of steel”.

The present day youth needs opportunities to be seen and heard.
Greater participation of youth will infuse anew vigour, and energy
into the system. Thus, there is a need to expand, the fifth space
that | have referred to earlier, to bring about a paradigm shift from
‘self to society’ to rejuvenate the democratic system. Supreme value
of youth period is the most precious. Young age is the best time. The
way in which you utilize this period will decide the nature of coming
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years that lie ahead of you. As they say that “the best way to predict
future is to create it”. It is our sincere hope that the youth will find
greater political development space in the years to come and have
their rightful say in shaping the destiny of the nations all over the
world.

Thank you.

“l to we mine to Ours .... ”

FOMR
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TaTH WRdE: Tehgd Td
Hiehfdeh ga*

I am delighted to visit New Zealand, a nation blessed by Nature,
and to have this opportunity to meet you in this beautiful city of
Auckland. On my own behalf and on behalf of the Indian Parliamentary
Delegation, | take the privilege of extending the warmth, affection
and good will to you from the People of India.

India and New Zealand share a longstanding, friendly and growing
relationship. We have a shared inheritance of language, law and
custom, common values and a long history of people to people
contacts. Our ties, in fact, go back to the 1890s when the first
immigrants from Punjab and Gujarat came to New Zealand. Today,
New Zealand is a popular destination especially for Indian students.

TSl Jardl TRATE ki gegol fave # fafyre gom o wmr €
BN Teehfa w1 fosiv e o < 21 fusel o <okt W@, 28 faferem
q Afyeh TR a1 39 TR i el Ud foverd § W g THh TH 9EE
& &9 W <@l W ekl B foreen! suferfa o foava & @l weRw 7 ®1 3
T YA I ARG el ¥ F o0 v 9 2w w A ol wHegfe a
g, T % fou erEemer w9 @ Syl we wfawmelt fag g €1 St
ool & el G B9 IRAE G TiRaTf-ad g @ it fadelt ardia
GUSME O 1 Geepfd, ST Ud HrEiR godi o fory S e 21

HATTehT Fad ST AT TAHIT TS © S[el-THel ST S7R Ik TR
1 M ST 1 B TS A, 87 TS GEIEH AT Jel 39 T aaq
391 Siieie & 19 Teh Wq o1 T H Tehall 81 g3 I8 ST 3Ted= TE=iell
2 for TIR TR % dF 95@ Siels 1 widame & odum 959 § e
3 I P & T TN ST 191 @ B IR 1 THR A0k T1

*At the Indian Community Event in Mahatma Gandhi Centre, Auckland (18 September,
2016).
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e fR@ = T Td T o &1 2 W@ 3TIE 9999 & 919
3T 9 38F & AU TR B

For me, India is not confined to its territory. India also exists in
every Indian in every part of the world. Many of you came here more
recently in the mobility of our globalised world. Whenever you came
here, whatever be the circumstances in which you came, time and
distance has not reduced your love for India.

8 B I 29 H UeIgd B € W 9 R T AR ¥ frge i B
T 3T G TAhgd 1l WIEhideh g 81 MY HRA i Hiehiceh TCEe,
Al 3R foeml & eastamee €1 29 BUR 39 1 Scp Aieepfaen fafqeanet
o G-I % o qER TERe €1 5o o THg o Sfadel WA e gt
J 10 U, TEhfa 3R TSt w1 SIR[U0 T ® TS 9 3 U1 S orelt
difeal i sEiafa fe 2, 30 fau o 99k & o 21 S R I w6
TEd AT TS Y& 2|

At the same time, | feel happy to mention that since

Independence, India has recorded remarkable achievements in many
fields. This is a time of great opportunities in India. A perceptible
transformation is taking place. The country is at the threshold of a
new era of rapid economic development. India today is the fastest
growing economy in world and in terms of purchasing power parity,
India’s economy is the fourth largest in the world. We look forward to
your active participation in India’s growth story.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the friendly
people of New Zealand for making the Indian community here feel at
home, valued and assimilated in their society. India looks forward to
further strengthen the friendship and co-operation between our
people in the years to come. We greatly value your ties with India and
we urge you to make use of the many opportunities that India offers
for our mutual benefit. In this context, we are eagerly looking forward
to share views and experiences with Hon’ble Speaker and Members
of the New Zealand Parliament.
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With these words, | thank the New Zealand India Central
Association for hosting this reception and thank you all for being
here. | extend my best wishes for your well-being, progress and many
proud achievements. | am confident that the current visit of this
Indian Parliamentary Delegation to New Zealand will go a long way in
further strengthening the bonds of friendship between our people.

Thank you.
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NON-RESIDENT INDIANS—
OUR CULTURAL AMBASSADORS*

I am happy to be here amidst you in this spectacularly beautiful
city of Wellington. | am accompanied by a multi-party delegation of
Members of both Houses of the Indian Parliament. Since we arrived,
we have been deeply touched by the warmth, goodwill and hospitality
of the people, Parliament and Government of New Zealand. On my
own behalf and on behalf of my Parliamentary delegation, | would like
to extend the affection and warm greetings of the people of India.

The Commonwealth ties, shared democratic values, people-to-
people contact and sporting links underpin the long standing and
vibrant bilateral relationship between India and New Zealand. The
exchange of high level visits between our two countries over the
years has played a major role in giving a significant boost to our bilateral
relations. Inter-Parliamentary friendship and understanding has
become the cherished goal for our two nations. We attach great
priority to building a sustained relationship over a large number of
areas. | am confident that the visit of my delegation and our interaction
with the members of the Parliament of New Zealand will add further
impetus to the relationship between our two countries.

Friends, India is proud of its large Diaspora. Indians all over the
world are successful not only as dedicated professionals and hard
working businessmen, but also as model citizens. We are proud of
their contribution to the society in which they choose to live and
work; yet they nurture in themselves and their younger generations
an enduring Indian identity and an undying love for their motherland.
They serve as ambassadors of Indian culture and values across the
world. | commend you all.

*At the Indian community Event in Wellington (19 September, 2016)
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TaTH R 1 qE=H SHMAR, HeAd, STIRNad e wnfafie Arien &
w9 Y B ¢ o forel o wat a9 3w 4 w® © €, Suh! 3t § Al
T HEEyUl IS 3 € ¥, Wil @ WRd % Wikhiaeh 5 % &9 § 9Ra
= T T wept B e T fafasme @ ghen s aRiae w0
g1 g &1 *E GeET g & weEm 9 @ 3w ¥ ugHl SEfe 9RdE
T g5 o WeAH ¥ T 9 H ug|

We have today more than 23,000 students studying in this beautiful
country. The setting up of India-New Zealand Education Council has
made India the second largest source of students in New Zealand.
The New Zealand-India Research Institute has started function in
Wellington.

Friends, India, as you are aware, is among the fastest growing
economies in the world. We have made remarkable stride in economic
growth and development. Our country's performance reflects the
implementation of number of meaningful reforms. Today, despite
uncertainties in the global economy, Indian economy stands out as a
haven of macroeconomic stability, resilience and optimism and can
be expected to register high GDP growth. The Government has taken
a number of steps to improve the business climate and boost
investment in the economy which, among other, include: the “Make
in India” initiative along with the attendant facilitatory measures for
a more conducive environment for investment; “Start-up India”
initiative to boost entrepreneurship and creation of jobs; “Skill India
and Digital India”, opening up of specified sectors for foreign direct
investment; and investment-augmenting tax measures. India has
successfully implemented the world’s largest financial Inclusion plan
in the form of “Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana”. | invite you all to
be a part of India’s conducive business climate and growth story.

H ggl W ool & fised Amfiht &1 Ff =ag 3 e e
TR T i T Y SO TH S L SR HegH hh SRl 3T
AN § Yor-fae @1 SeR e fRAn wRa wfgs § o <piide &
AR T ARG % AR i e B TS gedhT i e W B
TH TS TG F Y 59 AL Taiell 1 9gd 5 hid ¢ TS MY T R
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1 o9 I3H & foIT ATeh! ARa SHEA hid &1 9 8 31eft 5gd ¥ 31aeR
Suered &1 UE STIHH o S @1 € foh odae W wRa W 7 9@ 8 wiaw w5
g R B ST 25 o W XA IHEN T SEA Tl ol sreferaee o S
W@ B T Gy H, g9 eiicie i wIfe@me & g steel 3R A
=l & WY ¥ foER UE SHd WEn ST =ed 2

With these words, | convey my good wishes to all of you present

here today and your families and also to those who were unable to
attend. | would urge that each one of you continue to work hard, as
you have done so far, towards preserving, nurturing, promoting and
strengthening the enduring friendship that exists between India and
New Zealand. We have always attached a great importance to the
people of Indian origin and their valuable contribution. More
heartening is the fact that they have now emerged as essential in
facilitating India’s growth as a leading power in the world. | also take
this opportunity to thank the community leaders in Wellington for
giving me and my delegation this opportunity to interact with all of
you.

T oy welt 1 wgly, shgfs o MReyel Sycfem & fag gusmmg
T g1 W favarm ® fe awdE guda wfaffudes & =siols SR9
IRA-siieie o aet fwdl & IR gomgar s

Jai Hind.

HKOMR
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INDIA AND KOREA—
WARM AND CORDIAL TIES*

It is a pleasure to be able to pay a return visit to Korea, a year
since your predecessor visited us last year. And | am delighted that |
am here, because in the few hours of my visit, | have been able to
see for myself “the Miracle on the Han river”. Indeed, | can see the
foresight of our great Poet, Kavi Guru Rabindranath Tagore ji, nearly
100 years ago, who predicted that this country would be the “lamp
of the east”.

Friends, as representatives of new nations, we are also inheritors
of two ancient cultures. In the nearly two millennia of our ties, the
relationship has always been warm and positive. Indeed, your own
record in the ‘Samguk Yusa’ [The Heritage History of the Three
Kingdoms’] written some eight hundred years ago, tells us that Princess
Suriratna, an Indian princess from Ayodhya, came to Korea in AD 48,
and married King Kim-Suro in Gimhae to become Queen Hur. This also
means that some ten per cent of the Korean people could be
considered to be of Indian origin.

In the modern age, our friendship was forged in the crucible of
war and sacrifice, as India offered medical aid and assistance
in repatriation in the Korean war. Today, our ties are truly
multi-dimensional, spurred, by a significant convergence of strategic
interests and vast vistas of opportunity. Indeed, when Prime Minister
Modi ji visited Korea last May, it was agreed to upgrade our ties to a
“Special Strategic Partnership”. This is a level of friendship that we
share with very few countries. Governments on both sides have gone
a significant distance in implementing the commitments made during
that Summit. These include increasing flight services, creating space

* At the Reception hosted by the Speaker of National Assembly, Republic of Korea during
the visit of Indian Parliamentary Delegation to Republic of Korea (28 September, 2016).
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for mutually beneficial ties in the maritime sector, starting work to
upgrade our Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement, and
creating a dedicated unit exclusively to help Korean businesses find
opportunities in India. Both leaders agreed step up the pace of
partnership-building, when they met in Laos earlier this month.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, In Government and Parliament,
and indeed among our people, there is unanimity on one thing: India
and Korea are natural partners, and our economies have natural
complementarities. From the legend of our shared ancestry to a shared
Independence Day on August 15, from a shared faith in democracy to
a conviction in the power of individual choice, Indians and Koreans
have much that we share. Just as Korea's economic and technological
capacities are well suited to India's needs, India can be your
"blue ocean” to secure the next twenty years of Korea’s rapid economic
growth. In every effort we are making—whether it is “Make in India”,
“Digital India” or “Clean India”, there is nothing we cannot do
together for our mutual benefit. As representatives of our people,
it is both our duty and our privilege, to facilitate this outcome.

Excellency, | am confident that our excellent discussions today,
and the establishment of friendship groups in our National Legislatures,
will help build our partnership, just as an expansion of cooperation
between us on Parliamentary Studies and training. Excellency, it will
be my pleasure and privilege to host you in India to further our
discussions at your early convenience. Mr. Speaker, It is in this spirit
that | request you, and all the distinguished guests present here, to
join me in a toast to the everlasting friendship between the Indian
and Korean peoples. As you say in Korean, wee-ha-yo! Wee-ha-yo!
(Toast)

FOMR
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INDIAAND SOUTH KOREA—
PROMOTING STRONG TIES*

I am happy to be with you in this beautiful city of Seoul. It is
indeed a pleasure for me and members of our Parliamentary Delegation
to be with you this evening. We are indeed, touched by the reception
extended by Ambassador Doraiswami, to the members of the Indian
community and friends in the Republic of Korea, for the warmth of
sentiment shown to us. | thank you for this hospitality. On behalf of
my fellow Parliamentarians and on my own behalf, | take this
opportunity to thank you for this pleasant evening.

Friends, the Indian Diaspora has become widespread. Sizeable
numbers of people of Indian origin are living all over the world, and
they have proved to be great assets to both their adopted country,
as well as their ancestral homeland. In the current era of globalisation,
overseas Indians are excelling everywhere and making their presence
felt and are playing the role of cultural ambassadors with great
distinction. | am told that the total number of Indian nationals living
in the Republic of Korea is estimated to be around eleven thousand
and five hundred, and around a thousand Indian scholars are pursuing
their post-graduate and Ph.D. programmes. It is a shining example of
this vibrant spirit of achieving excellence in their chosen fields.

I am happy to note that many of you are in well accomplished
senior positions in your organisations and some are highly successful
businessmen. It is an ample demonstration of the demonstrations to
make it big under trying circumstances. We also take pride in the fact
that overseas Indians are amongst the most successful communities
in the world. It has been a satisfying experience to hear about your
excellent performance in whichever field you are working.

* At the Reception hosted by the Ambassador of India in Seoul during the visit of Indian
Parliamentary Delegation to Republic of Korea (29 September, 2016).
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Friends, It is heartening to note that in spite of being away from
home, you have retained your cultural identity. The Indian Cultural
Centre (ICC) has provided the much needed impetus to preserving
our culture. I am told that the Indian Council for Cultural Relations has
deputed Indian Yoga and Kathak-cum-Contemporary dance instructors,
who hold classes regularly at ICC. | am glad to know that Hindi, Tabla
and cooking classes have also been added with local teachers given
the ever increasing interest in Indian culture. | am happy to note
your enthusiasm in preserving our culture and traditions through
lectures, exhibitions and performances, which are arranged periodically
by the ICC. Ladies and Gentlemen, we have shared more than seventy
years of close cultural and commercial contacts with the Republic of
Korea.

India played an important and positive role after Korea’s
independence in 1945. Shri K.P.S. Menon served as Chairman of the
9-member UN Commission set up in 1947 to hold elections in Korea.
An Indian Parliamentary Delegation participated in the events to
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Armistice Agreement from
26 to 27 July 2013. In recent years, we have witnessed exchange of
high level visits and meetings. We have been nurturing this relationship
into a strong bond of brotherhood and bonhomie. | am sure, our
current visit is a sure step in the direction of strengthening the
relationship. We attach great importance to exchange of Parliamentary
delegations as they help in promoting people to people contacts. In
the past decades such delegations have strengthened the political
and economic ties. As both India and the Republic of Korea are
parliamentary republics, there is a great deal to learn from each other.

Ladies and gentlemen, | am sure you must be aware that India is
having one of the highest GDP growth rates in world. Increasing FDI
and FII flows have insulated the economy from the international
financial crisis. | am happy to note that India is the 13th largest trade
partner of Korea. It is indeed, encouraging to see that bilateral
trade between our countries has touched USS$ 16.27 billion in 2015.
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Major Korean conglomerates such as Samsung, Hyundai Motors and
LG, who are now a household name in India, have made significant
investments in India, estimated at over USS$3 billion. As you are aware,
Indian investments in the Republic of Korea is close to USS3 billion,
and there are officially 603, large and small Korean firms, which have
offices in India. This shows that we can still further achieve much in
our bilateral trade. Friends, in this connection, | recall the India-Korea
Business Summit, which was held in New Delhi from 14-16 January
2016. The Summit was jointly organised by Chosun Ilbo, and the
Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll). The Summit was attended by
the leadership from the top Korean conglomerates as well as Deputy
Speaker of the National Assembly and the Vice Minister for Trade,
Industry & Energy. The Summit also included an exclusive round table
meeting with the Hon’ble Prime Minister. | am confident that this
Summit would further boost our bilateral trade. | am also happy to
note that the Indian Chamber of Commerce in Korea help Korean
companies interested in doing business with India. | believe that this
is the right time to forge new business partnerships, and | am
confident that the Mission would be doing its best in this regard.
With these words, |, on behalf of the delegation and on my own behalf,
once again thank the Ambassador, for hosting the warm reception.

Jai Hind.
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AWARD OF HONORARY DOCTORATE*

I am honoured to receive an honorary doctorate from this
prestigious University. Hankuk University of Foreign Studies is
recognized as the best institution for foreign language education in
Korea, and one of the best of its kind in the world. Yours is also a key
promoter of international understanding, as an institution with MoUs
with over 500 universities and institutions in 84 countries.
Mr. President, friends, an award such as this honours both the recipient
and her or his profession. And so | am honoured to accept this
recognition both in my personal capacity, and as an elected
representative of the Indian people. | see that this Doctorate is in
Political Science, for which | am particularly grateful, since it is rare
that the public in general recognizes that the work of Parliamentarians
is as much a science as it is public service. In that sense, there is a
strong commonality between the work that is done at a University,
and at the legislature of any democracy, in that we are all at the
service of our people. Your honorary doctorate is a symbol of the
commonalities that bind our professions, and our objectives, both as
academics and as legislators. | accept this Honorary Doctorate in that
spirit, and in the recognition of your Universities support for our
shared objectives of improving mutual understanding.

Thank you very much indeed.

FOMR

* Acceptance Speech on receipt of Honorary Doctorate from Hankuk University of
Foreign Affairs, Republic of Korea (30 September, 2016).
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BRICS PARLIAMENTARY FORUM*

We have now reached at the closing phase of this meeting of the
BRICS Parliamentary Forum. | take pleasure in heartily thanking all the
Speakers and Presiding Officers of BRICS Parliaments for having graced
this event and for sharing your insightful experiences and opinions
towards fortifying parliamentary cooperation in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals.

Hon'ble Delegates, it is noteworthy that the seventeen goals of
development impact every aspect of human life. They form a holistic
mapping of social, economic and environmental parameters that are
of crucial concern to the humankind. Building resilient sustainable
economies is indeed a novel concept. These goals are the vital chord
of global networking for a sustainable Earth. Among others, food
security, sustainable industrialization, gender equality and combating
climate change are emergent issues that warrant meticulous planning
and strategic partnership among us. We have 15 long years to achieve
these goals and targets. Proper understanding of the issues and
collective cooperation will strengthen our commitment and help us
gain momentum towards achieving the goals.

We are aware that as BRICS, we are a group which share many
commonalities. As an association, we are committed to socially,
economically and environmentally inclusive sustainable growth. We
have both the aspiration and the potential to address the issues we
face and work towards collective well being. We have always worked
together amicably for the socio-economic uplift of our people and for
peaceful and progressive coexistence.

Ladies and Gentlemen, with the onset of the Sustainable
Development Goals, our Parliaments now shoulder a new and enlarged

* Closing remarks at the meeting of BRICS Parliamentary Forum held on the sidelines of
the 135 IPU Assembly, Geneva (October, 2016).
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responsibility. During this Meeting, we have stressed the pivotal
position that our Parliaments have in law making, policy formulation
and programme implementation. This platform has given us the
opportunity to take a holistic view of the challenges and capacities
and the possibilities in the path to development. We have discussed
at length about the necessity and the ways in which Parliaments can
contribute in making the vision of Sustainable Development Goals, a
reality. The unanimous view is that Parliaments can significantly
influence the pace of achieving these goals through meaningful
partnerships. As we conclude today, | say this with utmost satisfaction
that this Meeting has been a very pleasant experience and we have
learnt a lot from one another.

I am very delighted that we have constituted a Working Group
within the BRICS Parliamentary Forum to specifically look into, and
liaise on matters relating to SDG. This will certainly go a long way in
constant and continuous monitoring of how each of our countries is
faring in our path towards achieving the SDGs and identifying and
learning from the best practices in the BRICS countries. It is also a
testimony to our conviction that, together, we can make the SDGs
achievable. Let us resolve to keep our spirits high, strengthen our
cooperation and work collectively towards the attainment of
Sustainable Development Goals. Towards that end, as | said in my
opening remarks, we must put in place mechanisms for collecting
reliable data at all levels, monitor progress in achieving the SDGs, and
work out common strategies. | look forward to receiving your
continued cooperation in this matter.

Thank you.
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PEACE AND NON-VIOLENCE—CORE
OF GANDHIAN PHILOSOPHY*

I am glad to be a part of this function organized by our Mission to
Celebrate the Birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, the ‘Father of Nation’.
Such celebrations give us an opportunity to pay our homage and
remember the contributions and sacrifices made by great personalities
like Bapuji. | compliment our Ambassador for all the efforts the Embassy
has put in to make the celebrations memorable.

As we all know peace and non-violence are the hallmarks of
Gandhian philosophy. These ideas were there even before Gandhiji
came to the forefront. For centuries India has propagated these ideas.
But it was Gandhiji who made them instruments of matchless potency
to fight against injustice. By his own action and deeds he proved to
the world that great obstacles could be surmounted through peaceful
and non-violent means. Many after him have followed his footsteps
and achieved what seemed to be beyond reach. Martin Luther King
and Nelson Mandela were two such personalities who were not only
deeply influenced by Gandhiji’s ideas but also applied those ideas in
their fight for justice. Not surprisingly, the United Nations celebrates
this day as International Day of Non-violence.

Today, terrorism has emerged as a threat to human rights posing a
huge challenge to world community. Many young men and women are
getting pushed into the world of violence and terrorism. In such an
environment, Gandhiji’s ideas of peace and non-violence can show
the path to the human kind to move way from violence and bloodshed.
Here | would like to mention what Gandhiji once said and | quote:
“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean; if a few
drops of the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty".

* At the Gandhi Jayanti Celebrations organized by Indian Mission in Seoul, Republic of
Korea (2 October, 2016).

310



| also strongly believe that most of our human race is peace loving,
compassionate and kind hearted and it should be our endeavour to
bring back the misguided youth to the mainstream. Friends, no doubt
Gandhiji had deep insight on different aspects of life and issues but
at then same time, he welcomed ideas and perspectives of others.
He said and | quote:“l do not want my house to be walled in on all
sides and my windows to be stuffed. | want the cultures of all lands
to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But | refuse to be
blown off my feet by any".

I am sure our Mission is spreading the profound thoughts of
Gandhiji and the universal values and principles which India has stood
steadfastly since time immemorial. As we all know, today, our mother
earth is under severe stress and is struggling to cope with pollution,
mostly man made. Climate change is adversely affecting our planet.
The world community is making all efforts to make the planet
sustainable. Mahatma Gandhi was aware of the problem and advised
people to maintain a simple life style and not get sucked in to the
whirlwind of consumerism. For him “the world has enough for
everyone’s needs, but not everyone’s greed.’’ His thought is as much
relevant today as it was in his days. Gandhiji always emphasized on
the cleanliness of mind, body and soul to live a life of dignity. He
always believed that one’s welfare lies in the welfare of all. Mahatma
Gandbhi said; “Man should earnestly desire the well-being of all God’s
creation and pray that we may have the strength to do so. In desiring
the well-being of all lies his own welfare, he who desires only his
own or his community’s welfare is selfish and it can never be well
with him”.

India and Republic of Korea together can play an important role in
promoting peace and prosperity not only in Asia but also in the entire
world. The increasing people-to-people contact between our two
countries is a testimony to our deep economic and cultural relations.
The bust of Mahatma Gandhi installed in the Korean city of Busan is
also a symbol of our commitment to peace and non-violence. On this
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day, let us resolve to follow the principles of peace and brotherhood
so that all of us can live and work in an atmosphere free of fear,
hatred and violence. That would be our true homage to the memory
of Mahatma Gandhi.

Thank you.
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Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan with Chairman of the State Duma
of the Federal Assembly, H.E. Mr. Vyacheslav Volodin in Parliament
House Annexe Extension Building on 10 December, 2018.



-

Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan with the delegation led by
Dy. Prime Minister and Foreign and European Affairs Minister of Croatia, H.E.
Ms. Marija Pejcinovic Buric in Parliament House, New Delhi on 22 October,
2018.

Speaker of the National Assembly of the Republic of Zambia, Rt. Hon’ble Justice,
Dr. Patrick Matibini called on Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan in
Parliament House on 17 December, 2018.



Senator, Mexican Chamber of Deputies and President of Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) Geneva, Her Excellency Ms. Gabriela Cuevas Barron called on
Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan in Parliament House, 12 December,
2018.

H.E. Mr. Bulat Sarsenbayev, Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan, called on
Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan in Parliament House on 29 May, 2018.



H.E. Mr. Archil Dzuliashvili, Ambassador of Georgia, called on Lok Sabha Speaker,
Smt. Sumitra Mahajan in Parliament House on 29 May, 2018.

Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan exchanging the Agreement for
cooperation between India and Belarus Parliaments with Chairman of House of
Representatives of National Assembly of Belarus, Mr. Vladimir Andreichenko, at
Minsk (Belarus) on 11 June, 2018.



ok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan with the President of Belarus,
r. Alexander Lukashenko in Minsk (Belarus) on June 12,2018.

ok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan and members of Indian Parliamentary
elegation with the Prime Minister of Latvia, Mr. Maris Kucinskis in Riga on
4 June, 2018.



Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan and members of Indian Parliamentary
Delegation with Ms. Paula Risikko, Speaker of the Parliament of the
Republic of Finland, in Helsinki on 18 June, 2018. Also seen in the photograph is
Secretary-General, Lok Sabha Smt. Snehlata Shrivastava.
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INDIA AND MAURITIUS: STRONG
CULTURAL TIES*

It is always a pleasure to meet the Indian diaspora as it gives an
opportunity to understand the people who made a home away from
home. Mauritius has an amalgamation of cultures to its credit. Although
we have Indian diaspora spread all over the world, the diaspora in
Mauritius is unique and distinct as almost 70 per cent of its population
is of Indian descent.

The first group of Indians who arrived on this island way back in
the 18th Century, were artisans. From then till this day, a strong feeling
of nostalgia for India exists among the diaspora here. Life is such that
man moves in search of greener pastures. Such is the attachment to
your native roots that the blossoming of Indian culture here is
fascinating. It also offers an insight into people’s capacity to adjust
in their new environments and surroundings when they migrate to
foreign shores in search of better opportunities.

Friends, you are aware that India is a huge country with diversified
ethnic groups, cultures and geography. The early settlers in Mauritius
came from different parts of India. A large section of our diaspora
came as indentured labour from the Hindi belt, particularly Bhojpuri
speakers, apart from Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Urdu and other tongues.
No wonder, Bhojpuri culture is still distinctively visible in the life of
the island. Commonly used Bhojpuri words, with local flavour, have
become a part of the vocabulary among sections of society here. The
screening of films in Hindi and Bhojpuri, and strong presence of Hindi
and Bhojpuri theatre and music are evidence to their popularity in
the cultural scene. It was at Mauritius initiative, supported by India,

* At the Indian Community Reception hosted by the High Commissioner of India during
the visit of Indian Parliamentary Delegation to Mauritius (9 June, 2017).
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that Bhojpuri ‘GeetGowai’ was recognized as an intangible heritage
of humanity by UNESCO in December 2016.

Many of our brethren from other communities, who came to
Mauritius as free passengers even before the arrival of indentured
labour, have preserved their culture to this day. The Jhakri dance
form of Maharashtra or the Ramabhajanam of the Telugu people or
the vibrant Tamil temples or the legacy of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan are all
thriving in Mauritius today. At the same time, notwithstanding the
large number of Indian origin people, Mauritius is equally a multi-
cultural society with a strong influence of the French/Creole culture,
which the modern day citizenry of this country is deeply attached
to. | applaud successive generations of the wise leadership of Mauritius,
who have successfully promoted diversity in this beautiful rainbow
nation, and yet maintained a unique Mauritian identity and special
connect with India. It is interesting to note that the World Hindi
Sammelan was held twice in Mauritius and it will be held again in
Mauritius, for a third time, in 2018. The World Hindi Secretariat has
been functioning in Mauritius since 2008. An Urdu Conference was
held here last year and Sir Syed's bicentenary will be celebrated next
month. The Indira Gandhi Centre for Indian Culture is a hub of Indian
culture in Mauritius, holding classes in various disciplines like Yoga,
Hindustani music, Kathak and Tabla for the youth here. A cultural
exchange programme signed in 2015 and hosting a Festival of India
since 2015 in collaboration with the Ministry of Arts and Culture of
Mauritius have strengthened the cultural connect with India. The
Mahatma Gandhi Institute, established in 1970, hosts the Indian
Council of Cultural Relations sponsored Chairs in Indian Philosophy
and in Hindi. The Rabindranath Tagore Institute established in 2000
as a Centre of Studies for Indian Culture and Tradition also helps in
maintaining an active socio-cultural atmosphere, thereby adding
vitality to the people-to-people contacts. | am happy that Yoga and
traditional Indian systems of health (AYUSH) have become popular
here. Government of Mauritius has recently approved a Chair of AYUSH
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studies. Education is another key sector in which we are working
together.

India currently provides nearly 100 scholarships to Mauritian
students every year for degree courses in its universities through the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations, and another 200 ITEC slots for
training and capacity building through short-term professional courses.
Building upon the solid foundations of our historical, cultural and
civilizational connect, we are working together in many areas to
elevate our bilateral ties to a higher level of cooperation and
understanding. Under the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Pravind
Kumar Jugnauth and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, we have entered
into a new era of bilateral cooperation with a whole new range of
projects. Gol is currently providing assistance to Mauritius for ten
projects of national importance, namely the Metro Express, a new
ENT Hospital, a new Supreme Court building, supply of E-tablets to
primary school children, Social Housing, Project Trident for new
headquarters of the National Coast Guard, infrastructure development
of the Outer Island of Agalega, a Petroleum bunkering hub at Albion, a
new building of the World Hindi Secretariat and a Civil Services College.
A new Line of Credit of USD 500 million was announced during Prime
Minister Pravind Kumar Jugnauth's recent visit to India, which will be
used for financing the next lot of national priority projects. In
facilitating all these activities, the High Commission of India here
plays a vital role. | commend the High Commissioner and his staff for
their laudable efforts in making all these projects and programmes
possible. The role of the High Commission here is even more significant
as Mauritius has a large chunk of people of Indian origin. A special
dispensation for Mauritius in our OCI card scheme was announced by
the Government of India in January 2017. We have today seen for
ourselves the very positive response to it among the Mauritian people.
The good work by the Indian Mission in Mauritius is visible and
commendable.
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Friends, it is through the sheer dint of hard work that the
Indian diaspora has built this beautiful nation of Mauritius, a heaven
on earth. The mainly agrarian economy has transformed into a strong
diversified economy today. It has one of the highest per capita
incomes in Africa with a growing presence in financial, industrial
and tourism sectors. Your success is a matter of deep pride for
India. Your success is also a testament to the courage and
perseverance of your ancestors. And with your continued support,
| have no doubt that our ties will continue to grow from strength
to strength in the years ahead. Both our countries share similar
values of democracy, human rights, rule of law and fundamental
freedoms. Our economic and cultural rights have grown stronger
over the years. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, while addressing
the Mauritian Parliament in 2015, had remarked that he sees Mauritius
as a leader of the Indian Ocean Community and as a bridge to
Africa.

I am happy to notice that Mauritius is marching in that direction
with lot of hard work and sincerity. With these words, on my behalf
and on behalf of my delegation, | thank Prime Minister Pravind Kumar
Jugnauth, all our distinguished guests and esteemed members of the
Indian diaspora, who have graced today’s event with their presence.
I also thank High Commissioner Abhay Thakur and Smt. Surabhi Thakur
for hosting this reception today. | thank you all for the warmth shown
to us. And, in conclusion, | would like to quote the inscription at the
Apravasi Ghat named ‘The Unknown Immigrant’, which sums up
everything that you all strived for. It touched me deeply and | cannot
resist the temptation to quote it here! History turning a blind eye
bore him not witness History standing mute told not his full story. He
who had first watered this land with his sweat and turned stone into
green fields of gold The first immigrant, He son of this land He was
mine, he was yours, he was our very own.

Thank you.
LR
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REDRESSING INEQUALITIES: DELIVERING ON
DIGNITY AND WELL-BEING FOR ALL*

Liberty and equality are considered to be the two most valuable
rights of the people and are also regarded as the two basic pillars
of democracy. Equality is a prerequisite of democracy as it is believed
the more inclusive and equal a society is, the more likely it is to be
politically stable and sustainable. Persistent inequalities in a society
can jeopardize the well-being of large segments of the population.
For example, low earnings, inequality in income and unequal access
to resources and denial of political and social rights could undermine
socio-economic and political stability.

Distinguished delegates, we have been an active partner in the
drafting of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. The Founding
Fathers of our Constitution incorporated most of the rights
enumerated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in two
distinct Parts in our Constitution: they are the Fundamental Rights
and the Directive Principles of State Policy. The chief architect of our
Constitution, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, had firmly believed that political
freedom without socio-economic equality could destabilize the nation
and create fissures within the society. The Constitution of India seeks
to secure for all its citizens, among other things, social and economic
justice, equality of status and opportunity and assures the dignity of
the individual. The Preamble to our Constitution defines equality as
one of the four basic objectives of the Indian polity, the other three
being Justice, Liberty and Fraternity. | appreciate that IPU, since its
inception, has been a premier organization that supports the efforts
and works in close co-operation with the United Nations to achieve
its objectives and has been a focal point for world-wide parliamentary

*At the 136th Assembly of Inter-Parliamentary Union, Dhaka, Bangladesh (1-5 April, 2017).
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dialogue to secure peace and co-operation among peoples and for
the firm establishment of representative democracy.

Hon’ble Chairperson, the socio-political ethos in India flows from
our Constitution. The Fundamental Rights act as a guarantee that all
Indian citizens can and will enjoy civil liberties and basic rights. These
civil liberties take precedence over any other law of the land. Our
Constitution also provides for adult franchise irrespective of class,
caste, sex and religion to all its citizens. Further, we have adopted
the concept of a welfare State in which the State plays a key role in
the protection and promotion of the economic and social well-being
of its citizens. It is based on the principles of equality of opportunity,
equitable distribution of wealth and it is incumbent upon the State
to ensure that necessary measures be taken to bring the
underprivileged to the mainstream.

There has been no dearth of social, economic, political and legal
efforts to achieve an equitable society in India. A number of legislative
enactments have been made towards providing protection and
empowerment to women and girls. To ensure gender equality at the
grassroot level and to politically empower both the rural and urban
women, the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments provided for
reservation of 33 per cent of seats for women in the local bodies of
governance that is in the Panchayats and Municipal Bodies, to facilitate
their full involvement in the local decision making processes. It also
provides for at least one-third reservation for women to the office of
Chairperson in these bodies. Some of the Indian States have already
raised the reservation level up to 50 per cent to provide for still wider
participation. A Bill proposing to reserve one third seats for women in
the national and State legislatures is under consideration in our
Parliament. | can say with conviction that it may not be long before
this legislation enters the statute list of our country.

Besides, a number of legislations have been enacted from time to
time to end discrimination against vulnerable groups of people
especially of the backward classes and to promote their full and
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effective participation in the system and to facilitate growth in their
economic, social, and cultural fields. In pursuance of the provisions
of the Constitution, several initiatives and legislations have been
taken by the Government for the welfare and empowerment of persons
with disabilities, older persons, transgender etc.

Distinguished delegates, India has well placed institutional
mechanism, dedicated Ministries and National Commissions to cater
to the welfare of the people of the disadvantaged groups. The National
Human Rights Commission is an embodiment of India’s commitment
towards the promotion and protection of human rights. We have
National Commission for Women to safeguard and promote the rights
and interests of women. It has a wide mandate covering almost all
aspects of women's development. We also have Commissions for the
minorities and for the backward classes of people to look after their
welfare and protect their rights.

Over the years, since our independence, many schemes have been
introduced and implemented by different Ministries and Departments
both at the State and Union level for bringing a just and equitable
society in our country. The success of these schemes and programmes
has considerably contributed towards achieving the targets of the
MDGs particularly by addressing inequalities and ensuring inclusive
development. The recent endorsement by India, of the ambitious
2030 Sustainable Development Goals will further help in bridging the
gaps and support our endeavours for achieving equitable development
by addressing the key challenges such as poverty, inequality, and
violence against women, which is critical for the global success of the
goals as well. India has already started working towards mapping of
the SDGs against national achievements.

Hon’ble Chairperson, | may also draw the attention of this Assembly
to the fact that India has ratified various international conventions
and human rights instruments created for promoting equality and
well-being for all. The commitments made in the international
conventions are, as far as possible, reflected in our development Plan
documents and the national policies for girls and women, youth,
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minorities, etc.

Distinguished delegates, a major challenge of human development
for the next two decades will be to work cohesively for poverty
reduction and social progress in ways that narrow the gaps, address
their causes and link greater governmental accountability for all
inhabitants with social and individual responsibility, capacities and
participation. Democracy is expected to sustain and promote equality
as it provides the space for discussion on laws and human rights and
for the articulation of opinions encompassing the interests of all. Our
Parliament has been making its contributions in the spheres of gender
justice, empowerment of backward classes and their overall
development, covering health, education, nutrition, sanitation etc.
through a number of enabling legislations. It reflects the sincere efforts
made towards achieving an equitable society free of all forms of
discrimination and inequality.

Let us all be acutely aware that many aspects of existing
inequalities have global linkages and ramifications and as such solutions
to many of them can be achieved only through sustained global efforts.
As we all recognize, serious environmental concerns, which impinge
upon today's debate on development, needs to be addressed
collectively by us all. All solutions to such concerns need to factor in
the imperative of the less developed part of the world also to reach
at least the minimum standards of living for all their people. Let us all
commit together to work towards achieving equitable development
protecting the dignity and well being of all.

Before | conclude, let me share with you all that recently in India,
we had organized a South Asian Speakers Conference recently. The
Presiding Officers of the South Asian Countries have unequivocally
agreed to work in tandem to address the issues of inequality among
the citizens in different spheres. There is no doubt that together we
can address the issue effectively and efficiently. | hope, the IPU will
act as a catalyst in achieving these larger objectives.

Thank you.
FOHR
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VIII.
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I W9 okt wraT— &

Tt fet TaTeT o YURY o TaR W 9 el o T TR Tl
B W Rl 14 Tader, 1949 i Wiaus 99 4 ThHd 9 =€ Fof feen fe
et Ra =1 TSt B 3E wee W weifen wieent qe Te ® T wiaue
[ H agaa Afe<t it 1 o, afrd fRe ot foe=t =61 wegmfa @ s
Hiftd foran T fFdt gohR & ua faasm #t feafq sa= 78 g8 ot T
zafag gen wifer Hfaem |9 o weel F Tt #1 amar 1 vg= fon
o SE Hew@qul Ui o " i Ufqied St qe fel i 8 &% H
TEIRA T o T TS J=R 9ffd, auf o oT90Y T 69 1953 9 990
IRd H 14 TodsR = wfqed &<t oo o &9 § v s 21 e weeren
TAM 1 T 1954 5. 9 IE T8 STHH1 32T W el § HH-HTs
o =<t & TEIT 1 w@rEn 3 ol

g4 ool | fe<t 3 W A1 o ®9 W HIRT oSl AN aF hi Bl S
IRd o WE: wefi @R fava & omam 110 favafommeml o &=t &
T~ 1 GauT Sueed 21 o9 2011 T SHIUMN o AR 9Rd
H Tk 3RS o9 HUS B @R § Y AT 41 YR H1 @G 7 @
Afeha 37 erferemier eiersl @ 3o, o &1 feufa # fe<i sem-gweH
oAl i GEA el SISl ok 75 Wiawd 9 off eifren 21 e arell i wen
% YR W fet T T 99 ¥ T FH W 2

&= WA o A 1 9 21 TEE R 1 M €| 98 9Rd
& sfuerTy el o arelt ok THeh ST © SR 39 TSI T g fen
TN fet 1 TER-YER SH 9 % ®9 H 9 AW ST i Siel-dTe i
o o w9 H oS Y g € 3R 3N anyften HuR weadl gen T wifee,
T T fomm 1 it Aot FeE @1 71 B o SR 9o ¥ wedt S
@ & oiferd To9W o &9 F 3@ WYt T o TeR-gER R IR st
ST 3 1 SAETIHAl 2| ASHW o &9 H fe=l 1 WA qega: o e o

afirgd ® — wreH, faem iR =reaifasn asaw & w9 § fe=<t w1 uof
*olih g afeared § B TEerer % YO % SR WRO9NU, @ieh 9 |ibare,
T Reelt (1 fadr, 2014)
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T H HicAs &1 SRV TEHK ®E | Gga o arett 9 o1 fore
B oft B o7, TE "yl © foh Torem o w9 H e e areh E=
YIETEE WX, G 9 el 8l 3R U W Sl oh Sie-=rel Ue IR-fEe
qroreTl o iehd Td yaford IIea1 1 ot YT €1 difeh TSTHT o6 ®9 H I8
3T AFRE o o= &t sifoeafed o1 W1eam a9 G S9eh! AasT ud
Rt ) aRead w TSI 1 Gh §9F o faw 9=, o S

SHTeTdl sh1 STl €l

el off Teg o foTw TSI W R Hee € S Usgess TS S
Bl U1T U] ool T 987 ©S Tl ®, 98 UK 1 Thal & Yol 2|
&l Sife-hife 729 Tk qrel W e od €1 TS §9 1 g § st
=1 ot ot v ?1 Ueias €9 H &= IRa = Arehfieh Thdl w1 GER
@l 2

T o Hecd o Hed § S0 1 e o TR “uron feet off 3w @ik
TS o A 1 G T AR 27 < Y qfent S wewH wY 9Rd
& Al TSI o WHA <l i U= W ®Y B AR W
AT Teft IR 311 HeTget — GHITers o, Goervad R, S S,
fogmr= ot 3 5@ e, sfe 3 guft e e 9 9

TiaeH o 1= 351 § v 2 fop &= s o1 seR-weR SR famr
for ST aifer 9% 9Ra &1 fafya Swepfa o6 @l q &1 sifveafa &1
ey 99 Tok| fo9 T &<t & qeem =ifva fee e on, 39 e
TEHR YIMEA o 9t e | ST w1 € a=ie onl gug § off 9t fefq
off| 99y 9o & st § fhu S o oR-+R #wegy fea w0 6
T w1 F9em e 9o ¥ fRa w6 SEvd 9 i 9 o
e R a1 e feha T ge saEn @ © fe sw wwd
Tieh | Hieener™ i fe=<t Ton § 200 ¥ Afer fe<iendl wrid 21 9d
A s & TR A el a6 gaht o) g s Sl @ 21 g™ gan
BN G fedi-aawrge =1 gt qe are-faere W wIh! i §
#R g7 F1d HT U B B

SRR R ieh! i ) Hea w1 gfte ¥ i § Ard w1 e e
21 A dehien! et ghtn o fafi= <o & @M e € R e o TR
=1 ffent f9m 81 AR 29 & worsn, = form oIk wiia 3 of =
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% 99 & % faER | Tl aeE T #1598 T @@ oA mem
T fet &1 TOR B @1 ® A T @@ = 8 o soieife @3 @ e
ff thet @I 2, 39 e ¥ et *1 eiaidia faent aeem & @ 21 =
U= Hueh 1o o w9 H wfud B @l 2

g2t R ot fe<i =1 19aqd foehr@ e @ 81 setie W e 5t e
JaEEd 21 T ¥ ®E @er IR UERT A2 W Iueey € e § s
T 3 ST AT © © B <% H seleiten SHEErR SN | For
el o &= w1 yan AR o9 @RI o d%h 32 W HE d9HrEe
@ieH o AU ST T AUSH H €Y I TSl o, Afehd IR THR A
STTET 2014 9§ “BTe IR (9RA) " TRy o hich SYANTehdist o feig
qRAE el § o da9Eey o USiehivl ad1 SRAE i giasl T&H a3
& 21 e glawn &< o oreten o9 9qRdtg e § off suered 2

FregeE, 9O &1 sEamEl | &= w1 wEn SRt 5g €, ol afeere
& gt w1 — Afen-giften w1 wm St § S 2 faw e )
Gerordl el el 1 &l 21 Tt 1 vshiw vl iR erfirerfaE @
9 7Y | A T I e W W@ E| 9RA o AR o 3R wH 9 %Y
3 oA S W HE e 2, el g S ©1 safan Jeert
o HE U@ W AT e gt H fe<l o WA F wedfed i i
ETTH B

T H wfe SHaeR A Bl Ak W Sw § qe e ety 9
afeer fo=t o B o @ weft o gE 9 w@a: et et 3R o off
&=t o =i wenie w1 wHEn ot S @il gER W wiE e 3w e, s
o fHardt STot 9T Se § Gehrd 1 STNE W 7l fEt o fRdt am
Y feriy & 2, forelt faoeft s @ oft =@l ferkeft W e s R,
Afeha a1l Fachdl STeX 8iF1 =1feT o el a8 9T B9 STU+1 Tpfa 9
fag@ =1 Y 21 A SR GeEehfa § Teq Aot Bl € TS o o uid S
T 9 AT Jor-wfe &for g orTdt 2

A 9 W R H 7@ Fe wgh R T o v % fon o
ek | AiaaTerd T 33X TR hl fEged &t it G 9ug &
4R e 71 A TRl & FwmE-h °§ el 1 eifeemifie gE @ A g
[t o o TN = S|
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g gl 3 G 39 AR 1 WANSR S, $Hoh forg § a1 weft
¥arg <t g) et TEare o 39 TEeH ok forg § ek e fvererd
eI &9 U TURH IR AR Ual o ARG TS HHEIRA F QR
I g 3R sU Thel SAEieH % faw SOt geRmEAT S g

I
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o1 Toafa & sftam o1 a=9r

wreat e Tfy 3R S i o @l S g9RE T S gl
oot fafy o gfeafudl & fou wem e o 9391 o Y9R o 399 9
wer oR Teafiad qeehi, ST ST ot fraeit”’ e “‘adl fommar”’ o wienrdo
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 wrealt e ffy iR o i o ol sl o9 WS el aurd
It § qO1 39k gNI WA YA o GOl o ST W ST A
I gl A IEYg B q A A g H AT e ¥ FHSaant e
shTeTSTE TG i &, &t W 1ol 21 31 e fagrt @ik gfaera gat
J U HHE Sed WHEdl S Hel, S <9 1 gHeH 3R gEeh SR W
o o ardur fopan B1 ofee &1 Hi| 9 1 st st foift o g&ieh suar
1 T8 BT ATHE Bl “SIAT 3T At F=ait” s g o aifgehgd
3 Sfte # 3T foRT ST oTet ST9EIR, STgar, wedree, fren iR R
T fomal W R faaH-w99 o 9eETq SO Haed §H ATe | WISl oh
HHeT Tl B1 IR So-ouaeR § M ol HiSAEA H e 9! Wedl
Y for@ o 21 &1 e o SMCHEE fRT S w1 SfEvgshar 81 “ehd
Tograr” o S=id & & fawa o oreda U=k e yehe fohd € qen e @i
T w1 SR w1 #1 A IH € gedch ey ud Wk €1 emen € R s
JEhl H YA H¥ o YER-FER H AR FHIS o SH Hageiiel o o
Sfed @ e g e #E aR Ser w S R Hf 9 g
R & Ay T o qen fafu= sa omeed o gua «iel s, gafen
g G - qh TEHAM AR HE oAl bl St fremedt i e e
Sftee ® 3arA | Teg fHer

TH U9 UHIGR, Ted G uTEo

TN = Fedtd, 9eHd gas Aa|

S TEN W 9 TRl ‘ST ome At Rty den ‘e fwmar” o dierdnn quRiE
oo, ST WEnR, §E9E 9o Ui, W€ fieed (9 TEeR, 2014)
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W WeArE G

&t o SR Wifee i SeEn < AR Sepe ofEd & forg iRy S
ool wiaftsd sifiger IRdtE varesl Hifeced TR 3R Srarest TRides qenR
foaRor THRiE § vt it g3 ogd geit 8 W 'l H Whe g e
Igaer 3R off qegvRa fe<t wifecy ofufa & weft weafmal &) snard €
el g9t o7 [ERR 1 UG HH T IR A 7

#, ofufs # fe<t @ifeca 1 sQEn 37 g TR IR & fog
T . 99 HER 9 AR Sl W wqad i 39 WK o fag 5
S R foiiges wfafa o faftre e 1 =1 =gm e o fag 9w
3 g1 ot meavRa Y wifec wfafa st T @@ @ & By amw
R e o fomhm 3R 38 Wewfed w3 § Few@Ul A A 37
w2

. Y PR T 1 Al Sgeardt 71 Tk ey ok gH
o=t 89 ok oTeleT, 98 T Hfd, TehdR 3R STAEHR ft T T 1966
T T R e <o % AR wa = A 1w w
eepfa, forea, weqwetl ok <A 9 Hefua fafay famal @ e g
e 21 o7 sgamfag §1 3% eme wfafted aifefers kRl | =aren =
B Sl e Serfirer weenel o fae e 1 S el et v
e [EhR YSH hiieh HiHfd 5 39 WEhR 1 TR 1 3R 9gm@

= 9 wgad, 5= v wRfve [WEeER ¥ gefad e S R,
T U8 glaear et fagm & fmeii e a3k widegar 9§ o SR
e 1 995 o ?1 9% safor off garma oo € =ifw 98w esd U
fafercaen 81 fSeiv g fafera sifusrd & &9 o ot o6l fomen 21 oy
TR BH o WY-HIY, 98 Teh AR dT FTIhR, Aehah, STIAEHR oF
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T gmfa gu 21 forema et fagri o fore o7 sfod gmm 7 8iR frees,

*ft wauRd Wfed QiEfd, ¥R 5N eEitva sifEge 9RdE v Wi REhR qel
v U R TERE § Aen, /R (6 fREeR, 2014)
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el wzerEd St @R el wgddt St gefia wieh em o sfaer, sta
Feepf SN AU TRifeR, SRR SR SHellcqs TSl &1 7F 9@l @ 2

TR el IR Wiieed o1 Wiedied s § Hed vl W@l 21 ekl T
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vaE faar, e Toen foem, ©f. dfeq it o= oM fagmi g |fafa o
HTdeRETdl ! "Gl < o forg w1 7 f:%aned dan SeoieHa 81 98 |iHfd
et wifefeaer nfafafemi o faemm@ =1 wq@ o= 81 309 T e 9§ €
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ML JaT I

T fRada siR-favafoaeris T ga1 Sa & gume fkaw
% IR W TEl MR G §gd G & W T H SRl i ellieh
yarg 3t g fr S=iN gg @l emfra fRen R et g@ wEem
et gl © Hifer W fu Te W AME oM % T €1 W 39 OR
gl o W fow 9gd @ ? FifE g W Ufderfaw we § o
3w o fafq= e o Thel gan oo @ Ao &1 oW ww ' @
2

# zg o fRad S § - 9 9W o ew e g wfgenfit
% SO ! TS il gl Ul oFH, Wiadgdal R wiaedsi et
Al TR TR S @

i firl, wg fawerd € foF @6l @t 3Tueh TH-gR o @i TRt
1 ARHA-YEH A B SR AT TH-TR & T N &9 & g9d
qie BN Ao &% Tl oh W bl THSNN SR TERAT Sel-FehT
o fou <1 S ?1 gg fovarg @ fF 9l eueh ward ges @l e
T ScEdl o WEEH W A whad ¥ ¥ ga1 3R giawmenet s T
e ghegl B €, dfch Soofid R SHT 1 "Ele o aar @1 0@
S W had YRl AR Sfedh YRl W ft AU it
2 S oue Afade o faekg o foru stEvass @1 uE %k AN
frse o= & o SR Tk g U9 # W TG 3R Sfed s
gieehfash wEgfaal 1 @A w1 Hiee fgen R
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*308 SR-favafaaeri T qa ScHe % WA GARE % STEER W W, EaR
(16 wEEd, 2015)
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gl faer™ o T Wl Tole Y EH W Al wordl € foh W& @R
A Hia IR TEHHN wiieRry df sH &5 o A 9 aeT S|
RO T 3R SR oS @M, SWIE ST ofel @M, HrEd
A Igadt, B TR AR SR YRS el 99 gufdg wemkRr SR
wfg o T W W wEg T

fis, fdt off @ 1 SvHen #1 g9 9ied 9 g’ % gan
B 21 en dergeret € fF eER I A 27 udwa 9 ot st @
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H aSt IY o Wi Rl W@ ARy B i Al T WAl T
e, W@l 9Rd ® SeifersE fefq 9gd o Bl SrHH € fh
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ff wra € fF el 10 ad A edent, =M SR UM o Wk wief
a8 TSI refoaTen qRd &1 g fREdE U% SHifiETshia Wiy gER
fau wh wer Al ¥ O TR g9 o0H W o gaftior iR gegol
fam & fau X @hd T 3@ SEwd & Wi & fou, 9Rd WK
3 U g Afa # geemd wt #1059 Afa § gared o gwm SR
gaffor fawm & wfd 2w & ufdega <ewE T € afe 3 @ ek
™ 9 ged sl @ 9 oft oifush @l Ted, wt fedeEg 3 el
o o TR IvrariaEl ¥ gefiweE, wert TR o wmymw gy
T wifem H off wf w9 eEm <w U g w
AR WS giadd @& SAdgel wE s qu s R

i, frem o &% § Whodl Ww wN (RESE ewds © fehe
oell, wer, fred, 9 wen offs St wfdemeiet H Soptedr ww w
q fede 1 g e 2d 31 16 S@d TASH @ % SiY-91g
T ioenyl i ey iy i, WEse SHey, qied-qey SHEd
AR g fgwm@ &1 9O H dgEr A H Heaqyl gfgemr e )

ol & &9  TER g1 Ted @ Il I sy ® T gP q|@
SR et &8 € o TAR 2@ w1 Afgend fafu= st wet whaedeten
o e geeH w @ E g wam T © T 3g ue fad s
o g, Joo, Hifeferss TARE, fue iR afed wone i a= faene
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o IAdd 24 WawH a1 T SEH 69 foeafammeal 4 wm
o qg g St oft et gg @ T ene @ oft erfuen wiawrlt wfeerd
Tl g2 g wen ® T 3 wiaewelell § weig #iR o g SR w
Aifer S8 $® WA wol AR fred gfaerdi off wnfger o1 S
fh T W9 WA 81 B He Uh Siad welkdsh 3R WiEhideh T
% ST € oM wel ¥ @ 9Rdg Hon @R few fava W
o @l g s o B H e W fh e e o e
T ¥ hell, i, Jod, Wifee SR Ghfa o1 aifgdd iR fowiw &9
@ & fromn 21 g€l fafquan sod wf @ iR 5@ wem fauma &
qFER B °F A 3Ush! 9 d@l <4 °oh WY-We 3 9l difeat
% foq st o 21

Twpfa 3w o fow d weegl gfter farh #1 geRfd @
Ol ggg R fafaudrgel somers SR Gitpfas fovrd @ deEr <
R T8 G ¥ Hewyel gt o @ R U 'R R, dfed s
RIS, Willd sk STeREHl SN Wifec teRieHl eAl Her favrea i
FeEl 3 § e A w W@ T WA whel I g S e
w1 TF yE fawe ween €, faum o @t weqet W el @ wfifia
FH ¥ geagel gfir A @ 2

TR 2w W e SR die T W Wgg WO 2l 9Rd H I
HT WA 2000 I G oft eifush g ® SR T URiforeh st @R
FAEh Wieed W AURa 81 AR &SE WiEhids o W @
Tehfal o aR H STeehdl dg W wewyul gfer e @ € uE
I HE AT N Hed § S <9 H WRAE whell AR Hwhfd i
qgET 3 W@ Fl gl 3@ WO o Gagd iR wWem ¥ Hgeguf
qfer ot ghf SEn i o 99 S € fF 9na weER 3 genedt
% fau fafq= wEeme &R 9eAe TR % 81 T TR f garei
& forg Hifadl @R wEwdl # wEteE s § weeye gfsr
W Bl Ul ohs IR U9 WR a1 o weet gN faew w6y
Y el 3R GEhid o & § Ry o1 ® Weasdl o @y-wy Haree
% ®1 H Iye fafv= el @1 Q@W-YU @9 IS =1

MY G 7 3TW UL I|@d B 90 o o fAu TR TR, whicld,
e 3R T H it ufdergiell § %2 whoae AfSa Wt g

343



W U Semd H 9 o ot T @ W @) g9 favarw @ f e
TE Y AR el & A et WeR S o1 WY Wt wai| H eMveh
Josael g R oMueh @i Al W Gholdl Wi kAT sl gl oH
[ I e fovafomem & Fpomfd W LW foag 9w 3@ S@
o AASE ° Hag @t A o 9fd YR Wehe Al Bl

S|
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HTAT ] T & feg o

HE AR HEME % A AT (Yoga for body and beyond) ™
SR gHeE d TEfea foamemisst & 9qve 9 § 379 Weeh &
Sufted gt g9 Td B W1 9 ® W Bl RN ¥, S A
fagei & wf=er § am & fafay weget W ==t &1 g 38m@N =
I TEW gied A 9E R e W oere wegel fava # == w1 @
Bl T8 BER SR WXied € W WA ¥ edn Sfed et ud wem
W ? IR ow wmpel fova @ Wgd oSt 9 dsiyEd wifgd W W@
2l

e ‘Sl A fo@’ w1 gEw ST 21 S foR g weft St
g fop wurmst T W S o wEE W oshae 90 Tl o ofieR @
g T2 HorEd 7 21 S 1 fafy el favg # SausE A few
TR % fau @@ 1 off 3R Heh WY-F-9Y Ieoi@E 9 g8 ot
for wdumid ¥ g9 T WeMW W 9% U@ UiRa gl ol 9
TE U o ® R AN oF 999 @R egyd oy fava o weft @
W NG HW T T AT o UG ST SFEHH ScEE TH Wit @
arqd W, g3 T WA hE fO%9 UG i i SO Wi g3 SR
Tt s W faREh @ A YUW i A fkaw o 9w ST
& At F o E g A & e W, PR g i § A
gfq st 3 @, a8 an o Ufd Sgdt gs e Ud STehNU i @
2l

A TR ARATE GRSl WEAE TS 1 HOR i GW &
wag § % T W Al fmamet & favm o Seora e ®1 S
ad A o9 BW ‘AN’ WS w gHed €, 39 e # gHe weell @R
v o gd oot vt | herteg § gen en g¥eh qveiq

* ‘g R R (Yoga for body and beyond) & faT @ fawm W m@ﬁl’q T
" omaifs fommosl o WM wENE Hoamwor, 9 fieedt (23 SH, 2016)
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el udsfer 4 39 Yorafterd &9 f&ar @R 200 9. # “ " AR
YHIUTeR TG i =& il

qasitel I I o STER-" Arfyeagta fRiy:" sterfq foa &t giaat
=1 T & 3 B0 (Yoga is restraint of the fluctuations of the mind)
AN W oh $ed Wl SN % w1 WeFW 81 Healthy body
and disciplined mind are pre-requisite for higher consciousness.
i NFTE AR A 9 H R @ gl =N fow@n © -
Yoga is like music: the rhythm of the body, the melody of the
mind, and the harmony of the soul create the symphony of life.

sfmgemagiar § w8 ™ T —  “fagfagar gHger a6 9
Soed” AUlq gE@-gE, on9-ore, -, o ek sw emfy g
H way gH9E WA AN @1 (Evenness of mind is Yoga).

A 1 wfeker @red B € el 9 1 WA 9 Yo, HH w1 S
W, T H THRT ¥ el B9 1 fgeR 9 wd faur @ %d 9
JE[@| AME &1 Yhid W, HIH H ITA § S| TWEA H Siad
Yt ¥, A9 1 HEEA ¥, FF # fomm @, foem 1 eeArm @
TS FeAH 1 SO W SgE AN GIH, GHed IR HHHd & Th
ISt Bavh 21 =€t wnw @ fe i e 9 Q@ O @
fae ®ed ¢, YR @ey &1 3 § SEw o 39 fafean ughd
ed 81 HAGeh 30 WG T@eed Ud ggedl o [oly Mavaeh aand
g1 oTeATeH i gfte W AN Wk WEAT € 3R G i drel T Wi
A H WO HE A W StEd AR T Y@ Hd "Ed 21 39
WE A wE, "ewl Ud wagew Bl e o famn ?, ‘4w @
W WE F WeAw ¥ W qeh U @l 9T g1 A TR v,
AR SR snefcRss Sadl Wl $d Rl 2l

FFR, AN AN HI AE Tk TNRE A AYEl STHT HHeH @i
e HX d93d ¥, WG I O NG TEl 21 AN o ded pol S WO
ad &1 T8 ¥ Ry S =0 eTed Hewqul €, FH (moral restraints)
#AR frm (spiritual practices) | I o d&d T (truthfulness), sf&dr
(non-violence), 3T&™ (non-stealing), 3T9fGE (Abstention from greed),
sEA=d (celebacy) W 9@ M € af =@ o @ed W (cleanliness),
HAY  (contentment), TU (Austerity), T@TeATd  (self study),
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HHAU (surrender of the self to god) & B M o foq ¥ yrfqes
frem &1 sThl St o wnfHel i o 9vIq & e (seat posture
with spine erect), WM (breath control), Yd&ER (withdrawal
from the organs of sense and the organs of action), XUl (deep
state of concentration), =M (directing attention to the subject
of meditation) W& ¥HIfY (complete absorption in super consciousness
or divine mind) 1 I et B A % wEd wd fEfha e 9
BH WS ¥ U hi RN ! WK HY Tehd &1 3Td:, SHHI a9 W
Bl A 1 IEgEY FEfd s s 9 wga-d et w@a: ®
g S €1 The whole theory of Yoga is to go beyond the mind.
Several scholars have noted that yoga had been packaged so well as
a defence against illness and aging that it is easy to lose sight of
its real purpose — “spiritual liberation”.

soeemmed Mar o forar @ “drm@ qur e |t 7afq act
with the discernment of a yogi. Yoga is, therefore, a vision for a
harmonious future for humanity. It is an “3TaRAT” that is a state

of mind and is distinct from a “SHE®AT”| AT AN B AN W& a
T 3U THY W @A T, SHR i I Te=E TE

B9 AN I VR I TEEEH W 9@ & el W <d €, 59 8|
AT Y H TEEE W OHI Bl SIS g Sl ®, TEh! ST
B TEvgs 21 A ' T WY @ 3@ g € uen, feg T we
Bl B9 v o WE U 9 I g g oFd X e @l IRATe
J U % AR g gmed G @, ofend w9 S wifdd ol qewe e
Tl S FE el WAl ®, 98 SAUH-3ATRl e @ued & gehdl B

A TR WA W GRS w1 See-delt w1 fewm @ 21 9w 9m,
#H R ofed w1 emeyl fasmr B gt W o emfitEa W 3 @M
H A SeA W g ST oA B Wl HgEd U oh i
% W% SHR #I W W ® o™ gHe Homa R dsh @ gl

e BN @ wifa, ded ud UW o @ § @ @1 am e
ff wIfed Hl UH @A o T Hehd B FAWR YEH Ll 2 T
e o WeAH W & W99 81 Yoga teaches us to cure what need
not be endured and endure what cannot be cured.
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3 gegul gEedr o TR geemet @ 9 W oR o sidsarg
(terrorism), 3] (extremism), EERIEIEIE (consumerism) T&
Sty UiEd (climate change) &8 Yq@ &M 2| fisd o ol
YEA e@ ® ¢ (% fova & oFe feedi o o9 =% o ofeds &
#R0 Afqgfic o1 eFghe # MR gEen ear 9me 21 gegel favd
o agdl féa @R omds WM WEEar o fog g o gem ®1 AR
BH Yohfd T oA o SMURYd Hodl i R T o, @ AW o gHd
o fefea o oft iR 81 TRt 21 fava o WA Sufterd e gHEe
o TEYE o fau g9 T W9 o qaedd | fava o @t Jem
4 waa fow™ @83 SA9fq sustainable development goals T a&Ra
faera =i YR # WiwR feHan o s fava # sustainable
development goals 3enfia ifqai &1 faem w&@ fwaraem fwan <
Wl ¥ %l 17 SDGs UH 169 targets ® ¥ Tl 7. 3 good health
and well being ¥ Heafuq 2, Mo 4 12 SwEfgeygel Sudm oo
IR (responsible consumption and production) ® Waftd 2 T
et 4. 13 (Climate Change) ¥ Heifud 21 @w@:, 39 o goals Td
TTH Gafud targets i W H AN Tk WUl HfHeR AT HeRal
? #ifw A % govd fagidl ¥ gW @A Ud Yohfd % WY @Hed
Tfyd % gY Ggfod Su9im w1 ygfa fowfag = &t won faerd
B Wy @, g9 wd € R 9 vAR vt e uefae w@wen &
fau feram onusrER 2

IR T ST WS R 6 e aren 29 21 gER WEhid
& YAd Siad Hed 9, e, UH, &&Un, I, IMfayel weeifd
R aEER #l AR GfauE ® off 3 Shed-godt o vgEar § T 2
TN Hopfd ¥ ‘aqia gpweRn’ H1 EuRen gdifed €1 gER gl
yiTeel, fo=iq 49, wifa ok e @1 Wy fava = o, & am
4 U Uk aed g8 € for 9 el anft 91 ewr =Wl wefa qem, 9
TS T A geT sOfen i S @ R W SA el % AR o gmel
AR 3F T W T AT gedl % Had @ & gl fava @6
FHedm gHfed B A 39 AFEE gedl & fawiid e hl Hes
oem 21 s R g ed 3w fave % % w9 H @A Wmd @
o ofsal o el fawa & Um e efEm w1 Giw fewm em
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Th AR W B WS e @l wifey T fSe wW wepfa ® o,
IY SR TH 1 Hehed | FH YA oh 3T FEIEAl w1 o Hfem
TN HRI

“Inm Wi atet Us famt=” fawm & siaia e 9 iR T
W, WRed @A Yot | AN @1 IniHa fohu SH, AMfas @
& forg 4 enfe fawal w fomr fean 21 g3 favarm € T g w=ied
Y w-facw & 4 1 ok o H H wgd "eg faent d favw w9
¥ 7o & H O WRed J@eie WAl UM AT SN @t oHerwen i
e *H * fou @t fafean yonfeal =&t g7 o # @m &t
SN WA o ATl i T &l gl

¥ g9 Tk IR Y WA $R faRw WA # oz s ium
W TE GEEH % GhedYdsd AESH wH o fow g @ g H
gofi wfgwfrel & 9o I € fF e we 3@ wwed § emu @R
I W e A foERl iR egWel w1 RE-weH feRen faRw @ e
T Ol meEl 1 oft H et it § U6 9 F® STen
g fp 9 U9 39 A o dfiwfea @ @y €, 9 9w e e
St o wimferd 1 H el Sukud g UMM WE SHEENr ohi
A SR W WYAR I 8 fh 3 W@ MU WE 3= 3H SR_Ed W
THUHR TF o FER-FEAR H oIuN ARE @

I
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[T HHT 97 ATgeH Aethal

ey (wee ) W
ATfiier hHedToT YS9 *

3 39 o1 1 G 8 R § o1l qered dien oot a1ged detther THifgueE
1 At HeA YeH § Fifed 8 Wl g1 39 YRl | SIS iy
T SO rerIs w1 SiTeafe o1 STaER UgH w & faw § sfiwdt s
TGS, FRIRee SN e1eael, e 1 ¥=ar <t |

T I8 S JEal g5 o “Heienn” aar fafay cieriaert shrisherd
FT HEeH w W R, S FE F F% yee off srEifa i W o
Tfgen wfer TE S7oh IV 1 el el 35 T A resdl, WErRTo,
TSH-F&Tl TS HIA 1 TARHT I oh fAT 3Th SRS AT
w1 off e e B1 gt g7 off sarn e ¢ T wdden uRer sH e
o fafe= iR TS HE o AI-|e SHEEas 9 STavdeh gaist
o T <9 = ffeR o6 off sTresT e 21 emaeh g fehy T SHfEdeRR
% WO 3 T 2

TN T ST UG T ST o hifHehl T $-oh URARSHl ol ST,
s 3R reHcHeh 8 YRR 1 HedM W& i ©, 3% 8 R 9
TR, GRET, TXET el HHleel UM il € ifeh 39 &l o 9k S e
TR T 1 HroeT it & HR

et SR o Here €| Wt o S @ T e S €, Sat &
TETGY, SACHEST, & 3R HdeAtTsr ¥ o Saml i StadiH ¥ %
A 1 HEM Hell-Aifg garerdt B1 g @l i A SAfEe B

e df Aieard ot gRem 3g W | ITHA BT o i o Sted @
W@ 2 g o A wEH 9 gt g AR w1 w1 500 Hfgen et
i = Set W e fhan T %1 W) 10 B9R WIE i e W odA
T afgen ARl Y TRIgh, I9UH @ Saedr 59 91 1 Sia Sael

U W I IEed doTheR THITUYH  (TEIeN) Rl it hedlol WeRHl oF STERR
R IFARA 9, % fReet (11 9%, 2016)
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o A SCETE J W HRG- TR i S i Teelt o g wigen dfent
1 I T B | T8 Higen WOl i e § Hewyul sed ¢ g3 wEh
2 for were dimn ot o1 i HeiRyeh Siedl TR U veel Afgen
g o= et off org Ofvten oot 1 HRIRYe SN T 81 Sk g o
9 SR e, TE SR w5

BT o ol W THUHe! 1 9% UHH W IR gIn 21 odeH wHg § I8
oo 7 chael A 3R Y o WY oRil YRGS i W@l e o
AW THE Fiod 1 Fded R @ ¢ Afig SOl dATdt arHgelt STEs 9
T o el IR SUER Vel i & fog ot 1 T 2l

2450 fRaMIX o IRA-AUA $R 9N SEH-HW W gee S
w1 gfieh Tefafea 81 59 oo shi Sutefa 3 wredt &= o @l o Jeree
TGN €, I% Gl WS HI ¢ Sk WSk S i o= o, aend
AR geATIREl, we el o forg 38 gt el ot & ®9 o S fma
21 190t o THT Tedl, THUEE! SO shi Faehdl o 0T heish Hl RN
Y 39 w=dl i HFE qERY ¥ S S Ghl| Wehiqeh SIE o SR Had
T W Rl WSS I W AN A ool W THUHS! 1 AH € =R e
TES B A ST AEE A R fER 3R orw i WA W1g, 39 ool
J A HeeATTeST, WEH SR SHaedl § el w1 ST e ¢ 3R SR Tedn
3R T I R

Y ST § Wi ool 3R SHeh IRasHl | SeiEdr sl @ ae
3 399 Teiia S o Eded § fed 39 aRersHl &l g fhe ©
% STTel aR 3 3R 37=8 Weae |

H T 9 R g od U9 wEiiee ®9 9 Icaeads S il i
ATH § SHEH aTel FIHHH 1 AN A o fog e T 3t yardt o
1T 30 yeuit & TSR Bt 9o 3t €1 ge e @ fR era wfqen sk
SUHAT o1 Y53 i o fou Afuemfus Ten | gfea s@9 9 o
R T SR 3T TRIGR Ufd S HT W B g I H ARG TG
Ee]

H wtan o Tl YAl BT HHEI i HEA FE G

I

FOMR
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e WA shrdehat o fFrfax*

T T HI STARRIET j1' TH A A H1 SRR AR HAH
Tuel W w9 @R U wEdds ¥ oh € g9 o Iged i
¥ gaffa e Sfve wfifd, 9ra #1 forl 1 ww ewof Heen @
B0 gft 9% S € fR SRl weno 1936 W fasmRendt & fi awd
o g oftl sivdt watferd chorRy (St) o Frske gwdor @ suen
SeIier WiSfer i oS U fawnel @e-ge w9 g B1 WY 9@ o=
w9 W WG BH W U Th ol §ed 2 4 9t i e
g f5 o8 Uw wEdes @9 &l dfgen @l TE 2l

il TedfieTd chotent (HIES) SUhT YuH @ Geiforh of| S
garg rfey § g Gehew A1 Y S UfqRifes T s RN €, 9%
AW M A Iged Bl Bt U W emuRien ' Sfaw wfufa A
T fau St TR #wE U ® SuRl i wieRifa o @ iR
werEr ot H oft e 3@ WY W 3@ UHid Gehod o oI &Y o
A=A Tt 8l

g TR foru kg iR gmE w1 fawa ® f fog ger smewoien
HiEs o Gehod 1 TR S&Al 3 30 Siod oh A oh ®9 H form
AN g eW w1 feT wER Sfem ¥ o 21§ odud yqw Geifershl
EERIE IR e S e BT 2 e oA O -t M L
Yol g9 W T wE H I =g WO

IR TS T A AR e 9 @ wue @ uEn fE see
Ja wied o SAIEY A 1 suftefd & WE SR BAN S &
gan fe@d 3@ 21 har § wEm ot oo 3 wES uRen & fow T
H1 gw VR i MER ®9 AA 21 BH @A B (6 Ye & H
vifekd efdiifgd et €1 S@ Wik o1 SIFRU hid U, Wl shi wefed
w g, 34 T v wEd § e w1 fawen e enyfie wHiveR

g Afgen wfafa g emaifSa sifae R wdwal Won fifeR o6 SR W m,
T el (11 ¥ 13 76, 2016)
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oGSt 7 ST W @ iR 39 SRed &1 gfd ?q e Sfaer wfufy
I TAYAT I

offa 3 oo fafay emaml iR wehedi o wWiemw ® W fafyrean
A =+ ?, 98 WA B oA HfEH, wrfesw qen fafia w1 @
T Al I qiedd @ o W gt 21 39 wrenst o fenre
* Tifes fen, sifge fowm, med 9gn o fod fafay feamram
AR A B ¥, e W g gt Afae w1 ueEE 21 ST
W qET 9 N fafer, semEE, sE AR, o 6 gERR ot
wfed fafy= don = wfafa & wegm 9 9Rg & &0 favg & @
WA W, & feg wed wdt €, ow fige w1 weR qen feg wfifat
% e, S osee gfhfa 3 @ ), 9 wEd *'Al w yord
sfsil a2l

IRa 9f wgygfa €, gua gt ?, gwr qfF 21 3w 9 9, e
¥, Siled =¢l, 98 haed 9@ Bl @ifeq fh AMEE gedl w1 @ E
T 39 =BG AU oA &l U o fow oiftd & i e Sfae
ofefa § s &, "wew w9 9 i gt @1 dfge wfufs o e
AR R A W TR UH € S Weel Wi faekfad @ 2l

Heffat Aefq &ftor wrowIfe o1 J%esia/IIoTRIeR o RO & TR
& geft o Hyuf 9ESe @ %™ A 21 U8 Tl esd 9 frhod
arell TETEf T YRR % nfEdt B ah ugen € — S 9SS
2| ot Sted # YRR W WO w1 §9R TR w1 @i g e
2, ST R U Shed H Wt w1 o1 ekt gepfa, sfemghe
Soged B 3 gell il e-W e % ERh sEd ®1 SHet
fa-faaR-=aaer o ware w1 wfted T, TR H WA F gw
T S @ ?1 9RG T W ¥ e & T, sifag weR gept gfie
% FHeA H TER T§ GERER GHfed 81 od:, 39 Sifad U§ gaw
WA HAfEE B YEe T2 H1 e foava "YW e @ SR 9 fave
T& el 2l

oiifa w1 Afaem 1 Stem wE @ e R, w1, gfg, e w6
Tafad famm T Ta o o B € W U Gew WHhed wh d
o o oFaER H TN ! SARA H WA &1 B g8 31ed
N M S VI A N s
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Y EU W T ARSE, Sfgran, FRen west € 9 S ®1 @, s,
IR, TOTEHAl o Y- St | STRIEH, THIUe, STHeH, Jqd
TN W TR, e w1 ST w@9E w9 S gl

ofufq o oafrae &1 ot foh@ g 2, emaet &1 ot faw e
g forg ¥9 o wafddea fomm@ &1 "o W@ €, W W %l wHN
H1 3@ gA MR o $HE o 9 H WHR wleh Wod ¢ feed
BUR URER 3R WAS 1 9adl i, SU%h HIUN I, SR o UREHR
HT IR A T T 9E 3@ IF K Whed S 7, Fft W ok wY
H, Hdt 989 o ®9 W, wW I h ®I H A ®W U ok €9 HI

ofafa & w@l § ‘F T, g A w1 sHiE GehR Cerear Hiane
g fea@ 9’ g1 #1 d@eR fowfad g Sted ¥ Iaar =l S
2 g gwhiE fer T gepfa wd &1 wofiedt @1 g8 et W@
9 ¥, 9o ¥ foerdt ?) ‘vORe 99 @ e’ gd 9= o quF %
R e 2

T € wE wepfa ©, gie w1 oEn v €, 39 Gehod  © WM
TR R HEhid Yalfed gsl 39 990 ==R SWd § w@l ff S
fear @ 2, o€ S @R ®1 oUW 9 Selifhd ©, o wdadd
?| TH STV Wl BH WeelewW!, WETHEdl, Wehlel SR SH Wewl
H Tl o ®Y H AEA 2l YO S SH ufekcd 1 W ¢ WiHfd
T TIREYYl WROTREN A9 w1 ST i k1 Wedl Ud g e a
@l 2l

A R, URER, FHS SR TR o Ui Hgde 4 oFeER il &Y
gt 1 Haeq T o HIEST, . dEst W ol AN I B digen
qoh AT IO &R W, AT-I Tgid 9 R, IRER, g9 R T
H AeH W @ gl 9E 9E R W @,z A eR qewed @i
Hherd SR w2l

“Frgumas Se@ar” 9RdE Sed ugfa § gar fAfaaa o 9
¥ B wfgwl 3@ HMEE O Wl Wgd Wee € Wer ¥ fave W«
faom o % w1 SER S ST HeRd! ®1 Hen stulq o Sl a6
TR TgH W AAEHS Fg1 96§ TEan Tl 21 eaR miu-gia
J ‘Gar vMl W e, UE HER SUHR! Hedl Kl SdEr gl
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Y g@ H1 AER o H o @ faeeg Sl wer THe s
T ®El, ‘R gRR IV aigd JFHgRR ¥ g9 ¢, @ 99
A o W T, A w@rday qu Mchel TH e Wl SUNITT R
W Hehd BN U TEST o VK k1 HH HHFHRL W@HEST Siad o
fad oo I WAl wE H W Wl IR s w1 ot wES & AR
3@ w1 gl sgd T fave Sta-dar § = €, o SHe! 9el
g TR Sfedcayd ol

Tz ofsshr offd o 9§ @ Yo fifed ¥ Y wW Gl 9w
oferehll v g-yearE S € a1 g8 fawie qor d1 den St a1 e
i g1 WHfd & s § ot Sar w1 oy wew B Uw &1 g,
T &1 I® T g R 9@ WA 9 A w1 gen g & g
HeE i Ul A ITRT Aed, q90T, FANKT ST, ITehT TRET0T HTAT
T ol ACH-SHHT STa-ug, Hehfd, sfaer 1 W iR kg =g
TE SHH! g Yol g1 g w1 sdq vk o, A9iie e
w1 & ST HE, GUN B RSl H1 A6 @M, R, "Hfas
AR enfeler wreed Wl Gk WAl Ud fasfad wT d9a % g @M
&

T Siad el &l ¥R S-S, TeAfad w1 76 qq90 i
T F A HE T HT Y1 | YA ok IHF AT S SR
fofer, BEEM, Te M &%, TR &=, e =, TeF, St fafer
TG & Hhd R

o, Ol T drgst Sun qaienT off| Hel e STuTcgeR heundrE
3T A9 H o1l o TEIN SHU I, foufd U6 3@ dwei® @ T A
H1 FerIdl widl ol 3 wedl of T oifowfoq =i o fer am-zmw
o SIS, 98l o @ oh WY $al, §3l, SRl AEYIRAT HHHA o,
Ik Sffded ol U9 W WiHR &, SR ST ¥ TH ol e S|
THICHAT, TEREAT 1 I8 A & fo=n e

ATt e iR gafua o fere afifa o1 % fagw &9 9 Seoraa
Bl e H TR e, [EEE, TE fGew fe § Svenm o somed
B T B ST wedl & fAu ‘oma W uRem ®, TEel sfd
3 H Hhed W GHG R BEEE =y S € 9l & s
¥ @E 9§ o FTgR dF H1 uemn @ Smr 2
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IS o TH AEdYUl SR W BH Wl Hewfoud B o wH &F
A g9 ufedd # @R ofuss wfed @med @ ot omurh, Wwed @R
foem &1 TER &M 98 BN 9RG W oh Ufa gl g ST= gl

“Sa urg VTR
& wgefa”
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FaN Wi Tged THITHTIH G
AT T YRR *

S TR Tied e THfgwEE (SENI) °F YWhR TARE H S
©d TRl o o9 Sufyd ek g9 orfus et @ @ R gfw
fpdt ff oA ¥ Bolchs # TH M Wed edl ®, d @M S wWd
yfamet T Wol o TOR-FER B U Hequl g fa ® qen
AT 3T SEd §, 9 WAel T o Arg g1 St e, H ud wen
% aR ¥ @ 90 W @ T

ol THR FP A B Bl STH TH a9 gER # gel g
Bl U0 TR i Hew W PR gfg @ @2 TsHifd § g o s,
¥ 3\ Tl ¥ R quifdd e § S R aerifa w ges w6
Tafafrl e A B W o° R 3RR o o S § fe #
R e E R R R
o ded REE w-w SfeEie e g9 9wl 83 e wen
FH TH DE-H a3 et § AT # offl ¥® W faw ww agem
IqwE ol

Tg I@H TEAA Bt @ fr - | @l § suefera g
T o Taentedl 9 yaifad 8 ® 81 ST ol "Hihehal § UE Seer
AE H G99 I S TeH Used Wl Wi B, S A chad Well o
aR o foed € aiftg oot ofedt o wWieAn 9 Gel 3R SR SuaterE
& AR H B SR R SITEehdl S SWRdl g8 wfawisti =i Wieared
ff w2 wied Wwed & 9§ § % ghdl g fh ey we wlaw
% oAl T PO SR UES q% Well w1 agd & HH HH FERO Bl
g WA TN g @ T g @@d o gl g @ o "
¥ ©d @ H o g IWar el

2 wiied Tsed wEiIftqeE gW eEifNe @e (R wARE W9, gRR (24 SR,
2017)
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H oo Ja1 wIel oh U GHA Hl AR HA § W eH ScgHAgdh
Ge® @ER 1 TAOR fwa o 9 @R fuse A &1 @ wfafatE
F ¥ T F fu gw HeE F T % fw @ w S e
W STRIE W HIHS G o I TS A HI SRR 3T
o el Tzed g for@ MU ol % wiem @ W id 9 W
% HUEF o TR 3R SCHIE ol TN dren Gsie e 3 ok gN
B9 W9 T Tgadl o1l WISl i A ! ST @A o faU T ™
WX H T & GWfRA w1 G SRR WA vedl @1 THE e
Th O fam o aR § WA o fod 3R S§ ©a & Wed o ol
IRa *d TS FE W S AEeH @ W R 9% 3@ a1kl YA
T B H euch S TR H § SR 19 9d W A emg
& foenfedl 4 4 yhR fosiaet @1 =@ w6 R wE wHE W
TS, fhe 3R Twg TR WEE FR sTevas whiteyE KT SW %
W wE o o ouel FuE <A §l

=R Bd TERA # TE WE-E @ R 70 % < ok
Wl TGl % YA TR M W, ool §ed SR, @ Sl
Hedl, @, QU T@E R gAR TEd. wqadt, wemst g <o e
QM o e g9 ERO I €1 A Ee SH CHITHUEH oh HEUUeh §eed
® B 37 Al Getohs A1 T U9 alieh § el €T feRen wmar en
o fr e o wEE W B| FEf SRR W O fwohe 1 UH Wel o
AT S B, 9gd %A U8 TR 9 S @ol & full time coverage
[ 9 wWg o fefd Ska W R o9 wW Well ¥ WS @R
gd doesl 24 § SR 9 wel W@ 9 RW-gH S 2

el TR WH, h.UA. Y, IRG HieAd, dLal. HER, I dfed,
o, 3N, LA, FUT S SR Gk TS S Fo T Tl TRl
Y 9e IW € S W ok o feedl @ o € Ul 9gd %W GHERT
T o Sl O 9UER $l TH ¥ SR U9 W M 9 8 W, A
& 99 ¥ SRR TEeR faft= gl # el # Ted 30 g S=
T el 3 R

SRl deh @ AR oAl € T WRR SR ot @ quie # iR Sw
ff o0l Fo fouive o@s g3 &W o S & fhehe, Feaid, @fel,
T T Teifedd e o R W Ofamn & ¥l A o g1 OH
faermear &1 fooly W'
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g3 S € T 1992 H TN SR SHaEl shear uieg o Hge
qamae B e “Ber uaehriiar W wem Si-faada stfae A
AREAR" &1 9% Mt € S foF ©o weiiar o o1 W@ waras @R
Jeh dehiehl W hfsd o1l A &9 34 Sidl sl W AR ST,
q TE A W 25 W T8 wi A6 ¢l acqd u€ ® fh S® gw oA
TRR 39 WSl W Ul @1 B U9 wrdwE w1 eAfuss @ st ST
frar S =fer @ifs @9 TR &1 THeN wE Uaed fadl

ATHI ST B9 BN o B e wfegw # uW ol § "ow
Th FAEE fohohe T4 2@H &1 o= fomn onl oS qew wfeaw
H S feufd 8 S§ W wW ek fawA w =R

S g H-uE K W w wfeemet 9 Jefifee =S e
R G T F g7 F Ga-Ted & gma T a9 g & fe
59 TR 9 WX TH IFE WA TFARINA FR G| AR WA H
Yo o 3R I8 SFH-EHgH o A€ Wl Tehar ¢ dl o gHe
Iopedl W AR gfig X TRl Wl THeRINAl i ol i ©d o
quality coverage & faq dah-ten! Ud Sefeh Teqedl &l SRR &
=R

3@ HY 1 TE SUAN & gL H WX O TR W e il
% % 9 @R Well =+ balance coverage X1 Hfh H 9™ @etl @
S & B W O TR R dd S wegel, sed-uedl, G-,
ToEsy, ISR SR U U O B! i ARGl Hieded
foerm =nfew) wfeensti @ I g0 @Well 1 ot Wemfed wen =iewl @
setfioes o WRdE faenfedl o wee & 2@ d wa Jor © R |l
e fasa wfeemd of | o/:, @@ TaHR & Afeen faafedl wd 39
Tee W faey s 3 =fen, 3% e & =ifen @ifd iR wfqsmd
IRCEC s o e 1o

T SEd O TFHR & &9 § O & HSH, 9 @-@E,
©A Gael STHIN, sports stadium maintenance % WY-TY WA
g9 § I T B vhawel W w=H KU SN ® AOvaEd 2 U
f e T WA Aifey R owd W w W oveafedl Wt U TR
@l S
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H aen &t € 6 eHN wie 99R Wo G@pfa i sgen o
& fou 3@ Hoy H SR iU wimaar ¥ TEd SOl HUNe HeRX
AN W ¥ W efdl o Wiy fuee ' dicieia, Hedid, h,
Seffer, wacdl st @ fafe= Bl o wfawet + gfe weH
#E o fou R eafeer whifert glaenet s e W qQ|

T I AR S g2 wiawet 1 uar o SR UE wfwEr, e
IRG o T e i FAWEE Hbl W TEed o i &Fdr @,
i WeEEd i AN IR TSR USH I oh WeAd i o fog
TN il Teed THIfgUEE i 99 3 gl H T qRehR s
F BEH 9UE @ Tl T Tt STH-TTH W & H IhE SEH
# SN AR I w1 AW YIH

I

360



TEEEl T A"

I am very happy to be present here in the felicitation ceremony

of the three masters of their respective fields Tgd fasgwor Dr. K.J.
Yesudas, Padamshri Parassala B. Ponnammal (YAl W&een .
M) and Pravasi Samman, 2017 honoured Shri V.K. Rajasekharan

Pillai (.3 9@ fueei) in the presence of an august gathering
under the auspices of Sree Narayan Global Mission. | feel privileged

to share the space with all of you.

ft IREE TolEe Y o WomHd s AR T oe o U
wifaerr) oafed 91 S 1991 @R 20ef vt % weA § oo o
A FEIRSeh SR NeAfcas 9 9 U Sier o fafea feen e
garel it feen oIk <o H eiget-vot ufiedd o f&an uw ", wqfe,
TAfdd Sfem SH 1 Fell T® STt A gES I SE GHI A H
Telt wfser Hlfadl 1 wHe TR W w1 fKwn ® SR A
SeoE@ i Bl He was a yogi, a poet and a mystic. The hallmark of
his philosophy was ‘Advait’.

g2 et ® for ot AREe oiee faee, st 7 o Sfed qgedl ™
ol gU ol oA oh T W Y Wl ® AR AUl Wehfd W
W % fau Sq@ 21 TESi 9 eneAicnsh, Wikhiae Wd WIS &
o oFcmar e & &3 H oft Soor@da & fRUl He rightly believed

that education has the all important role in the progress of the

society itself. According to the Guru the ultimate aim of education
should be the spiritual self-realization.

s f5m i fagfaat =t el st TR wee e gt w
W@ 2, 9 gor: kel Wid @ B1 ohlel 1 Wiehfaeh Gicd, Hemar @R
Geepfa weft 1guqa @1 it Wl “E9eR %71 79 =W God’s Own Country”

g R § GEI el ok GEM o SEEY WU, hel (13 3TUe, 2017)
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el HdUl ST B HHd GO Ot Yl STURYd GEEl % 3R
ff el w1 SuSieNEl WEAE #

FAH-3T & § I ATRH % H ST AMl A GENS Rl ST
well 9 AveH W fafea fea B1 ey A 1 WiyERl "'l § e
=g fe ek safw w1 Ao aRem, 3Ige! e, 39w W™, S@
forell 379 HohTH W TEEA1 § d SHeh URER, WA 3R < Heleh! Hedrol
g 2

The passion of music has no barrier of languages; it is the
universal language of our soul. Hfid T ARAT HERiA 1 AL 3T
2 ¥y ¥ W I3 W Y HewifH i guftd e @ wig {1 ugw
faquor ot S, IgEE St o faw § § =@ syl k5 wwi 99 ww
Ga Sk MM 9gd aR AR € @R ol off T #1 =R 9 gwd
T R ARG “Ta G0 TS 7 TMd & a1 W AeThid RS
Ma “M a0 e w@er @' @ osteEn fay e W § wideg
TEE AU “ehl & WSl 3T T M ” B, 3 ¥d I Hl ITAFd
AR Hepd X 34 B G U SR wEieteh T€ HG € TR SeR! ST
oy H Sield ¥ H1 e UeH, Weh Ud el gl Uk W 3k
S i Tguast § otfush ol st Gila WieET ©1 arkdE W, i
3R el w1 MeAfcHRal § TeU ey 21 Gild 39 Aot }, SHHT HIE
LI T

Sree Narayana Guru’s great message, “One religion and One

God for all humanity”, influenced young Yesudas in his dealings
with his fellow men. Yesudas is fondly called Gana Gandharvan (The
Celestial Singer). He is also known as a Cultural Icon of Malayalam
language—as well as of its ethic group spread across the world—due
largely to the fact that his songs have been profoundly ingrained
into the minds of Malayalam speaking people for five decades.
Yesudas’s voice is touched by God. He is a yogi, a mystic who lives
for music.

UGS 1 AT W TH G €, o0 3R SSER0T § UH SRy
TS oo, o, 39, TR H e @ W Sl 9t o T i HiE
T B R YE AYEASHe 9 @l ¢ TR S% 7 9N HaASS e
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H TEHE R, 5 9 fhedhal 3ae 3R 43 9R ohiel, qiierrg,
Y oY, ek 3R UY=H «el S [ o WSS T S YRR
fel g1 B 9RA WHR A SR WA 1975 H wemsh, ©{ 2002 H
T quu R 9y 2017 H wew faquu S@ wfafed [WERR 9 gt
foran 81 S sheft-favare wfew o wmex fafqeee @M 1 wEAE-aRd
o 3R woEd 9 W Gifid o WeaH 9 UH oneAlfcds e off,
SH TR, ¥ € AGEM St w1 aoft § TF MY 9o 3R HERd %
volleh S eTeAIfersr STRIEMT 1 orgyfd wud €1 Tl He aroft |
3 HilqufEl & gSd ol TATSR § Sigd o1 %M i &

e EiaehR & S i TGS S i Ao SR MEe § U
I SR IHeR ST TSR Sl o TR S=iY IgeE St % o

%al o T “If ever he (Ravindra Jain) happened to regain vision,

the first person he would like to see, would be Dr. K.J. Yesudas”.

TH HWeM TMEH B oh WU-WY IYEE S Th faw AR @
TER SHA 1 SR Ao s qu, WEA SR A FH 9 faweraq
% AT A o WeH d T8 diel oh WY WiEl %l hl hH
® T 9% I giiee digvadl iR fEsdt %1 afemEs #1 Boys
and Girls from all walks of life converge on this centre for music and
learn vocal and instrumental music in Hindustani Carnatic, and
Western styles.

afreToitar Padamshri Parassala B. Ponnammal 5 9l Al
ita i E SEAl 9k UgEE 2 92 o i sy H oo, o W
vk & wifq Soh oAfekicd W B, ONQd W G Sh! WAl 1 IR
Bl STt Wil wreen § $ved 9fed 1 oY @9 B 9RG H g
i EHIM HEAH ¥ SISl N1 €, SUY IR qF i S, IHRT SUEA
H TMd TH GO WEAT ¥ SR “TREIT QRET GUHTad” G
9 ot fim 2

Her life is a list of ‘firsts’. She was the first female student to
enroll in the newly started Swathi Thirunal College of Music in
Thiruananthpuram during early 1940s. Later she became the first
female member of the teaching faculty there. Despite having taught
music to thousands of students and disciples, having so many awards
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and accolades she essentially the same sweet, grounded, utterly
unpretentious and always lived a quiet life.

et W 2017 9 gEwta, o fieh qomew fuee @ H
e Yt g1 § 1979 H Hifed Executive o - TWE H SO
HIER H YREAM 9 B THL oNd H AR Y A1 3 SR
12 (National Fire Fighting Company) &l ¥Rd, I, F&H,
T IRa 9 famR # #E w @ ¥ wEEE o AR W A S=id
e & B3 2, Wq e o PR @k weam & fog wmita
B M A § R AU A o Afee wEwE o wemd @ g
T SEEHE A o fedl & faU OROR W & Bl U8 aHHd
AT AR GEpfa 1 UR=Es €1 o dieh. qemERd st
AW FY WIHR H T AT hi SolT W1 2, HT H TR &3
q WYaR & g

H “sft wreor e faem” o @t ol w1 geER i §
foeiv ol 39 +E®T =i IRehed X Y g &Y @1 e &
TS 1 S el o IO e A T oft, Sud yufaeiiel iR ey
I H TR M B G @eit ¥ f oe e 2w H uwwk fawiw
WM Tl 2

BAlfh 1 HeTIHTel i hollcHehal TS el S99 39 o WY-91Y
IRl HE qUE AR WA 1 el €, olfehd oS 39 SR W e
fet & f& 9 oot wifafeem iR gR 1 @ dfad wet @l
SE-G-E A1 B OSTIell WGl deh UgM b1 SXEYd YA i

I
SOMR
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S § 91 i Aa*

A GEEEE St o oAfd dieud Aedl deled “uw @t ara”
% Hehod oh ®Y H YRIRIG & “Mann ki Baat : A Social Revolution
on Radio” 3R =fea 22 o 3U @mRs it 339 ARER gW fafad
J&&  “Marching with a Billion: Analysing Narendra Modi's
Government at Mid Term” & fou=M @R W WA FEHET o
g geft & ote Sufte g g@owd &t eyl ®@ W OR

I fhae T wewl &1 There is a common link between
two we have Democracy—Republic TSTd3-8HR Constitution &1 &3
& 'We, the people of India’ ‘GH ¥RA & @’ ¥ Bl 1 S&@ &
TWHR HI 2t -t * et - H et € @ Fed ok fon
@ 98 <3 o fou SHar o fu, ¥R SEar &7 involvement W@ -
We, the people — & TEE-Hgi ol ¥ fh $@ W @l TEel UH
guEs fHen f99e 9 ‘e’ &t w9l o, faera w6 Hifa, fem,
#E "e W wnfhel fRen “Heen W9 Geenr faeR@” 3R e oTg
“O I 9|, W RN T, T wEet’l wiE ff SAfe o e
F 9@ SH G HE@ T, N SHH HS B €, SHH F BN OB,
58 W 39 fava@ e 2 ok food gar wnfm =@ § S8 g9
A B 7, SO 1 WG BT R ST:, T B SATEH &1 9
T T R wuEE St Y S § SO wnfid e o o ‘am et
oL R e e i

kel SF TS HNEYeh 39 communicator i B €1 A
Fod Y SEAl i WEl, STuansl wE STehane %l uHe ® dfedh
AT qE, T, faUR a el &l SHdl 9% UgdH TS 9He
# off gwer e €1 & Two way Dialogue — WREER—ae=idl

*Mann ki Baat: A Social Revolution on Radio’ 3R "Marching with a Billion: Analysing
Narendra Modi's Government at Mid-Term" ¥fi¥er 3t T&iehi oF o & STa@R W w9,
Tafa wad, T8 feeent, (26 W8, 2017)
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S o W Hifed &I Fipdar are I H guEHst St A e
¥ RN WA hl HeE o foT S 39 SEE W Y AR 3
AT GAW T A9 KT T wEd 4 — “H gUT oA W@ g7
T IR HE A WO AR GAd U1 ‘U ht wa” | fowg ot guaited
B4 ®, ¥ Tesal AWEM,  Selfie with daughters, e o fea,
IRERYS AN, S SRV U9 GaEA, 9 &1 @d 9 g9, 3T h
el 7 WM oA, N9 gleme! Bed WU W AEH o WRI ‘P @t
A7 o SE THEE H AR SHF ol qEfGR B T, SW ARt
St 9 foenfial ot deiftd w%a gu we T ufaerst @ ererst
Te ord W HE-fadd e d9rg B g9 e @ 4 fusel wE o
garn © fop el W v w9 & o wEid e @ a9 e e
H T gIEd ¢ H 9w ot wew =gm o wd-wd s e
arar-fuar &1 ol 1 TeRa @ T od €, W W& I o g
3T HiY A ®d € Al o S ol o SWer Sl KA 9 od
g ot gen =l W S HE W@ 1 W9 99e gl 2l

“H @t S@” W9 W SH-SH % od @1 ge HIHiSeh, Hishiaeh
AR TR Sod Hodl w1 g3E Wl 1 TR gkl 48 ¢ fR gHd
ToHif i wiE wo Tl 2, fays ®9 ¥t feR ud gaR A9
21 when & Teel famiil @ =i, @9 g aE W wgd @efw g
g ® ¥l “HN Wi a7 o U B ST, SHAmiEit T Seehedror
e fafga &1 warEt St smaniErt @ faewm st Se-arnees
W ®Y 2 @ 2| TH REUHH T 299 125 S § &1 HHAaanaat
W Wl ST H WA R STk 31X Wl STHitHA Sl Wi
guarga & 3% wefmir & faw afRE e )

ST gemEst i 8@ 3 @@l - | found P.M. Modi comes next

to nobody in caring for the development of his own country from

a strategic of long term perspective.

3fedq 22 o TGRS IF WL S kI MU T WA
T faes o fau 9gd-9gd 9uR| 98 JW® 39 ghe ¥ HEegul
2 fF o8 TR o Al wuEEt @ wRitel 9 uiEm s
2 o5 fFe q® % $OMRER, Heddl, Wed ue fuige wEed g
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@ S AFE 7 YRIEA OF, Tqeh Haeel T8 ALHTE | i
FARUT AR 39 o faehrd &l 15 o @ A <A w1 W R
Bl 98 YW Tcd< e ader © ol R e we "
g f& gurest St 9 Anees ofe 9 fedl wrEiwn w1 wu-dE
TN W ? 3R IHh 9% Sadl & GOl SN qeeliadl §  SEeh
Implementation 3 monitoring & & difer aifeq giomd et @
|

g forae o o9 38 H W&R o 3 i AW Wl GHEA Wi
I HT TE B “HRT WIS FehT TR o |7 W Hd 98 TWHR
i WY W ud @ e, 9 o fau e w @R SR
I8 kg Tt w9 @ W R, U 39 fhae A fowr 9 wmemn
T R

QIRds hi Al o fI0 SRIfed o1 Tehele BT, SRR T AU
A SEd SEYIE Bl A M oY SR o Huied @M o Wl 2
Y d ad zE 9 o ff Wi © o ohd SHufe i Sigel & oF
%1 T fewan ST @ear B1 Good Governance 3R E%hel WSds o
fow et T 2 & Itis necessary that level of national consciousness

of common citizen must be raised.

forg e afde oo <R T dfess g wafe | swer gmed
W SR, S M W 1 AR S S HYEK A ST W@l R
3@ W fo@mR 9§ o & T 2 e fifqd w1 u® uw um wisd
2, 9 W =om 9 Ted & WER saudt @ gl s dF ol o
TE WEHR J ¥ qehleh 1 TS i g Tl i S g
?, YRR % %9 T B, 3@ SR W A 9gd € Wk SRl
G forae A 21 T e W 2@ @ WUEESA WE AR S ooh Aqged
# <9 H Digital-Techno-Revolution &3 21 &R =9 ¥ fefsea
ST WSl {1 1 AIE Tl Wl

JuEHA St o uoifaes @'t &t faen few dw fed #
HS-U-HS HEH ISH H HEE WA gl AL S W TEe wereEs
g S feeett o qfesd S % gWER GO A @ @l T R wereEsh
3 goaafeod qlch § < 1 WAl W TR NG WG i i SAde
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ok Ug w1 B AR W WY ool TSI @ed sl U feRen S
Top| gorl <@ ST 4 wEl € R H SH Sqyd !l 8-
“Afeer 7@ W oIfEd @ UF &g Ul
Ul WiNg Wehel 31T gordt Wiga feiaw”

(31 gfen @ o g9F B =feT S @R-dR S @ sTeeen
cifepe foderydeh @al M w1 WEF-9U L B1)

39 fhaa § WEHR &Y Aemist ud 3T Afqd w1 agd & gqferd
grften 1 T B oRgE wl Wl $w Mo e @, s§ Wt 3=
AT I W Bl Y A Sl 3R TR % Wt HAS i Tk el
H TWE T WHR HI Aad, IHh HH A dF Tgd AN ST
T 3R IFHT A WHR Tk TgH, I H1 GAR kA Hl HorEd!
% fau st 2

In my conservations with business leaders, politicians, academics

and young people from around the world, Indians everywhere feel
deeply engaged, energized and empowered to participate in
Prime Minister Modi’s new vision for India. With such a decisive and
strong leader, there is a great opportunity for Indians to participate
in not only reforming, but also transforming India-responsively and
responsibly.

FOMR
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ARA BTSN =M & 75 a8 qui*

ARG 1 SSMET & 70 99 Y0 BM T o §oy o g9y Hee ol
TgE “9Rd BiEl A<M oh 75 I8 YUl BH W I &UI & G
& gft O U9 OEE uEfed o W YH: TR0l %d g §o T
# erygfa & W@ 2l

TAR Waadl SRied o Shaee W W 1942 H ozE A usefyan
TerH M 3 UFRIgd “Oand IS ATRIeM” YE HH H SEAH
H gL AR O U Wi gouafiud aradt &t A il fSem fadsht
TFAd &1 Aa feen & fSuch #R0 gw fagelt wreA ¥ oot wgyf
F AR HY Tkl FAM, IRG DG AReM WaAdl ¥ Y& Af<H
AMREA o, W 9Rd § Waaal o fou fey U st=ia w1 sfaed
g o 2l

T U9 ¢ fh uw wmg o A fafew #1 gpma @ W e, W
U o8 W9 98 € T Ted 9 9@ @ 9Rd o wWad w9 % §a
SRY § MU 9| sl fafew st @R (colonial) W T IR
@ ® o, S wWEE ueew, feud, gigstar, o™ Sa e fafv=
Tl o Afehl o HF H ST w1 WEEl $Hg @ eftl se-se fakeh
A o faers fafv= 9 o SR Sietehdl ol 39 e o fae®
Taq STRIY e W@ A1l T sfew +1 ues fomie, weiEar &1 qena
T HI G oAl U ARG H O¥RE oo, ST d N, dRES
& Gue fogE o aR W "ed g 2 W fGE e off v o9
of

e Tl S Al We @ S B, W UH e Tl
Tt oft gu & e AR A o % 9 €, S99 meR H 9 7,
3Tk UBCl AgRd dad< Wgoh, Shicdh hi fohqR AT o=TFAT, TATESH
FW FHl, Yeed! S 1 WA BN SR ANTee i T e

*ORE BIGl oAed oh 75 9 YUl EW S W W WY, o §el, W faeed
(9 &, 2017)
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Fd o @ W B, T W @ ¢ e wdwa i dfeedt W
A YO SR #X U o M @I

R H e TR fids w1 Y S ‘Wi 30 SEies
R § ofit § S® o & W7 e MWt St w1 FUH “Let
every Indian consider himself to be a free man,” i 3= T
Hifd & o7 f&o; 4 gue o ® fF hY SRR B W sR-sR
M il HHSHT TH TLAT AT 1942 H gl “9Ra Brer
AMEEH” 3 ‘RN A WA’ FHT AW IF WAAd I TH ASE I
A ot TR TE T SAReN o @ TSl i e @ T fo
HqE IR § TS HEN TEE TR

¥ ge o gfearem ¥ flm wem 9 39 IR IERl % 9red,
AN 3R afelq™ 1 TRU wid g Icd gatgd g fereid fafew
gfaq &1 Ml & WaE 7w g drEaeE WO el 9Rd
FHI Waaa w1 qd I F ol U g Wrfew e <@ %
I TRl S gIR, gREER, §aw, sfern ue g s wed d g
Td HT Toehl A 3O ofuehl fafewr a9 ¥ waw =ifvg w1 f=m

8 ST 1942 W [ WM GWE o TGl Sk HIH i doh |
“UE VISl M=IE=” J&d U9 g3l 3d UM w1 “i0s 9ara srer”
& THE W FEH ¥ el @ Tl 90 e o ST W H were
Mt 7 e w R oon fF ‘RN W WA fafow weER 3 ewed
T@H TH oh 9% T HS-Thg YE &l ATs TRERAl § T squd
® T e §d TE ge

IRA BIgl SMRIeM & a9 98! q%hadl I8 off fof 39 <o
3 3w % et w % wu-w, Ta-dew % w9 fRar, W
AR ASEHl BT AdT B TN TE S YA €T Y T
w9 el

AN TH T9 “URd SIS M=e” § TR g 3 oAM a1 i
Fi ggifa 30 & for 359 o Iuaf #) OS-9ds woeEtad eF
et TIE Sordt off, fSAet el d wWdd 9 9Rd o gud 9|

I R, HeTqewl TS Hareweh o gfesivn w wHeH, M W
ST YER-TER HE 1 G hasd off sW owsft w1 @
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S8 9T, e, Hehou, e, gg TYEE 3 SAcAfavarE oh WY
T SIS UE o, S TN W YA: STHENd ik &9 AR 9UAl
T FAIS, FAH, IhR, U, 99§ U@ fovawiid 9Rd S| §Wehd
&

TAR Waadl OAE 3 99 hEl o “9Rd BISl”| 3 BH WRd
gl =ieH i Sedd €1 T UH SA=ioH S HhYHR ¥ HeArpun
q% 29 & ot feedl § Jomn WU aife 89 T g9d AR §ifsd
qRd 1 o Y Teh| gAR TdAd Sal 4 Ueh UH YR T guAl
@ on fSed gueeh fow g W fow % @ &l <9 o |
I qeR UEEE ® SR 9™l W HH &+ AU HE UeAd wE
B HeTem el St A et o — e o # eIk Wed wed eI
fen s wifew, 9 & ¥R 9 dfed <Meame SwemE St S SR
o fop et o @ifem safert qep Tg=MT @R TR TEEMT B U6 TdiRd
H Her 2l

A faers 7 el of o “TeRTa WIET Sig ST o
a o faeder oW ge off weT oTeves € R ‘g IR wm
e ¢ i # 3@ g wwem €

s fB=l

FOR
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IU-TTEafd
oft gife ot @ faard WA ™

a9, 7w S AR s oW Sy fed 3w § fren
o <@ We ¥ SWeuld 3R TF Wl o @9l % e U§ W
qare €| 3= Ao fagar qen fovivsar 9 39 I=9 Gauitie U o
w3 w1 feed e

I8 2007 H UE TSU HH R TF G H oS G S A Fal
ol: “¥ T wdeAl w1 fided AR @R frousrar o @ier wE SR
30 IRUg & iRl iR fawioifushl w6t e @R Wienm & % |l
9y W & owOY wd@ gl” e, WewE sfusit o w9
# 3= e wmE fEa R

T o gfaeadicts a9 o WY & WerdE it &t ofient
off TR A et W1 W R W o SfE 4 U TSI v
1 I ST HW gC I8 TE fma & 9w & FwEERr et
gaurfrer el o ime o TER =l SN Hed 9e'll & @
T I Y W AW W wE W &) "l TRer ud wmefear i
37U T@H o forw URa fham o= Wem representation & participating
governance o W& @i THeA| U] fOvard T 991 o6 Yord qoafd
. HIYeel! THFWME o HeF- ‘Parliament is not only a legislative
body but also a deliberative body.” ™ FHIT & &I AR HEg o
I e ¥ deliberations B, THl YIE YR @I 2

IReg faer don o o e wrfw § G RA SR, TSt
IR, WA AR FAEMAE o8 ofgedt wfed e o 9wd o Ted
& ®Y H YT huedl b WY UEH T o §R W Ted WM
AR I oed ¥ off W W S R

A TSI o s U WHY HF HE 9l 3= IS oh, 99
3T & HI Yhid o STTIAR TSHIGR SR § FR ISHL H1A 6l

* . SerEr stfediem, wog vued e, 8 fEeet (10 &, 2017)
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Bl ®, el AR oiens o WY WE ki AW oh WY HEES
fhen @& o T WAUMeh WoTell i URusel i Wewl i gl
? T o2 wonelt orqH Wi fafe= gyl & Wi i Wy et ot
? R et R ot wert B s Ui stsge wem R 'R T
AR S SFHURU Scptedl oh WY HAHeh UG W wE i 9
T TR-TSHifer afeal o Socid e g

areqd H oot ofg St o fou eWm @R owadr ed Sed
T 9 B, 9 AW IR A9 T &l @l U« gl o4 &M
% A H & ¥eh TRl oS IRl 9§ dAfu & g H o+ A"
A Sl SAfeRcd o ¥ €1 ST TER Sedl U ffgHd § S
Tugol R qeHiae T difge aRew W oT wh fafite w eifie
BT Bl Bl

T gk © 6 o TRy W, difgw w9 9 @fea @ oqen
AT Wal-ifaa 1 GRSl oF Wi SeM oFdid il I THl g@
3 99 o &d # =@ % SN0 o 9% arad © TR

I
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Tl THH. EeT
=T AT T e ™

T 49 GO G 3<R % doEdE § Ry 9IH 9 ated
T O TR TREE A gRel R WRH fRU M % S W W
ARG 39 HENE H el o g ogd geit @ W ?1 3H SR
R w9 Tee 39 gt A9 W fomival 1 AT e g S @
w1 =l & A9 A SN WE TS IwF WR AT A w0 fafdred
1 ITAT H GC WAl o Sed W YA ufedd @ ®, 49 @l
H1 oM@ WE ? IR BER UE A% Ul o ferg dved™ arefieie s
T 2l

W@ A foeve gu R 7w el A qwee & 9w 9
SMd €1 S 9 W Hefud W0 o fawd o gar fomivean wfee @i
2, 5@ w9 S i UW e ud o ®Y H roEn SR ol
I UAEN o Wel w1 R, SRl WO HI €, 9 e 2 asdft
o aRg auf ¥ 3k AW W A fouivs wE S SEl weensti
S Y 3G WG R W @1 ¥ 3@ ad o fovmw = u wwern
Mg i ITehl HAMS T Scpwe Haedl o foIq ol Ta.Hl. e TR
WEH A W1 W@l B S wgd-agd W€l oMW il g fh o s
YR 0 Heqqyl W R wed @ SR GHN o Sq Afgdl o
GE LR B (I s g M L e

% TaS & fem ® #F innovations W da feA ®H glawm @
Syfie gfaen # ager &1 39 orafy H I Wl ¥ 9 W e
fem f& 9 B9 oAfus 9 e o w1 A9 UM o ufd SEes
T TE N B A WRed o gfd Wfqesal 9eml S s

I T G W, AR ok deed ¥ Ry WM e 139 € waE. e I W
T AR UEE RY WM ok STeRR W WU, S8R (24 TR, 2017)
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nfewrd wics d fafehcasw WwWd gC &3 aR 49 fofer emefsa few
Retinal Surgery H Serdl el i oF 3299 § o A B IS
ff MU SRA TR A Aifqaies o STAR 2q @l % Il W &
JANTO 1 HE IRA TR T W OJST YW TS W HISN
W Y TG Sk 1R WATEl w1 €1 URomA ®1 Retinal Surgery
o Tl TR hiod URem w1 € gRom R

T ot M dgdt, Bl AE 7 THIR. I B Ugen ol-foe
&= Tfug fean, st o oft 39 UfEd o dared SwEm ® oo W0
W@ B UL &R W YO A i ifge 9RdE A9 fafehegs @m
& doEygE H oifSd Wi T off S W mEfymn = meR guen
R FE HT ME ot . A | W fou e fouR W o Wi e
4 g W fafee o &9 d WeEl a el IWl Ao & i
T o IH AT @ W SARl AEE Sepe W OBl S=IA A h
fedumic W gwoqq fafea =@ f&a 21 @y & fwiw ST
“taleplHeT” FU WYH 1 AR feen w1 s uRw feen feed
TSR] sofish hi oEl A€ i BEEl el €1 Sl Scpte Gared
® WG wE % SE9d ¥ & TH YERN hl O gE

TET A G o, RN g 39 AW W Tfid 39 R %
1S o1 32T 3Tk O FHATWAY TS FwHe 439 Tafehcdss w1 GHM
FHM TH W TeH 3% GAN W ylafsd s @ S U@ T s
o gl

il 39 99 e hE B 3T IUE ® Ay @ &t sTal
*1 e ghfiea &3 @ 9o 98 ey off & © fw eifus @ stfuen
S Skt M@l ki UIET Wl ST deh G9d &, &M ki WUl THh foC
gaed A9 fafhcoshl @1 Hedn, qEiia, ®El weAd iR aeHeEsd
G e

B U S ¢ fh el SR wuNl o ofad o o @l Wl
HH M W A e Ued W e 3R Wgd ores 9 s@we
Yo & el Ut 1 U@ Seadg o o faw A 9 wefud sers
1 SO HERYl w1 G gigSiel oAt @1 wed 21 W §E W
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g fF T T Ted el sEfEE § ik wfed Shew S % faw
ar@l 1 di e Wgd Sed 2 A gAR T hexd w1 e d Awd
g S T dvalm M S, 3H O|Yd GER W 3@ § WEE S
&0 3 o 1 U 3 fafie W % d@e gng W B S U
woreh W fe@d @ Sl oo | areRi | ot 9@l e S weRar @)
ars @ H, The eyes are the window of the soul.

TH ke o IO TAR W H 3fe =ifyq =1 39 1 9§ @gq
Y @ difed 81 T W % IER favd o 37 faferm i ghetua
(visually impaired) & 5" @ 15 faferm oot 9@ & 21 399 @
75 wiae U@ oAt € W WEl WA W s 7 Ao oh RO S
sfedar & R @ U ) weR g8 ke Sl wEHl. TEer w5 Won
T B NS w AU W OTH TN 40,000 TG SeH A
(Optometrists) 1 STE¥Thdl & Wi oadqH H Hghe S=d o
yfrfer ot w1 wen fah 8000 Bl Y foRivE wW BM W S W
FEAR SR § AR WHg W 9 UM T ARYE T 8 a2
National Programme for Control of Blindness & T dR &l G 9Rd
¥ 1.5 wfawa @ gficdqar 9 difga €, g9l ¥ 2020 9 0.3 wfae
H W @RI W@l T @

o] (10-158) § o & fawa ¥ uw® w@ T D-
“TeAl d9: wigar @y 3d Uda:|
wigratar qgrg T wgA afE ereqw
wyffdE o wee fau uvam”

(Sun is supposed to give energy and life to the entire planet
and strength to eyes. This prayer is for relief from eye diseases and
for attaining brilliant vision. It’s reading/chanting alone is sufficient.
The vision is enhanced and eyes become brilliant. The prayer is
addressed to Lord Surya and it is prayed that by relieving me from
my own bad karma from the past life, instill light in my eyes and
cure all my eye diseases.)

TR 9 e | ot gfte () IR St wew W famm gem
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B O ISEE UG eEatTIg, § R tfegen 3 s aviA fan
2 SR TEe TSl ©= W W Hi Wil oh feM b S st §arg
Bl U WUfhedl % YR W @ w1 S =reu

T O W e wH= ® fR W R 3=k W OUE g ® ek
o W & S OFEl % o o WUhR) WG i Sl g1 ’eE Sied
T2 gl ¥ figerar © ok WuskR eH el wifd 3@ R g Sgd e
@ IR A=< B WU oAl o oIy TUR Hge oF S € 3R
‘g FEWHH’ w1 BN GO H Fed faedt 2?1

“oremed Sad @ch I I T Siafd HIE:
W Wiyed o9 Safa, | Saran”

(58 e § s fw ® T S WY W WER % R
St €, a8 g=a Sed ©)

i, e U wEerEr g 3 A %1 QA BT @ TS by gheEiEd
Y fuer WY, 3@ fGon o Sop= @@ fwen € SR wES § e e
I Wl @ o Ufd GagAeie s 21 g9 faverm @ f o wfas
H off R A9 & o qEe wE A o ©H IR sAfuekie o ekl
T4 W Gafug SR ¥ gad WA oh U™ i Ak WA TE A
TS innovative modern technology &1 U3 & gU Aferwifaes
Fl 77 fafehcdl 9aH X IR THMd i GG 1 M o H HgAn
Epcikenl

TE V= o WY, § TH R [ ©. U EWEdE Mg Wl
“gf, TAE. TEeT YEhR” W & W g¥E <d gU AT a1 i
A I B

I
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Officers of Kendriya Sainik Board pinning flag on Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra
Mahajan on the occasion of the Armed Forces Flag Day on 7 December, 2018.

Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan met Bharat Ratna Ms. Lata Mangeshkar
at her residence in Mumbai on 28 September, 2018.



Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi; Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan; Deputy
Speaker, Lok Sabha, Dr. M. Thambi Durai; Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Chemicals and Fertilizers, Shri Ananth Kumar; Minister of State (Independent Charge)
for Housing and Urban Affairs, Shri Hardeep Singh Puri; Union Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs and Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation,
Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal; Members of Parliament and other dignitaries after the
inauguration of the Western Court Annexe at Janpath, New Delhi on 4 April, 2018.

Lok Sabha Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan handing over 5 croreth connection to
the beneficiary of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana in the presence of Union Minister
of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in the Parliament House on
3 August, 2018.



GIVING VOICE TO THE YOUTH :
MECHANISMS FOR ENSURING EFFECTIVE
PARTICIPATION OF YOUTH IN THE
GOVERNANCE PROCESS*

It is indeed a privilege and an important opportunity to be a
'Discussion Leader’ at the Workshop on ‘Giving Voice to the Youth:
Mechanisms for Ensuring Effective Participation of Youth in the
Governance Process’. Our ancient Indian texts are a rich source of
wisdom and inspiration. | would like to quote a Shloka from Bhartrihari’s
Neetishatak ( ¥qeR ifqeras) “S@® = 1< § foranfafus| 3] e
Tedies = oedll T Aifq FrameRdll” (The Goddess of wealth comes all
herself to stay with a person who is enthusiastic, not lazy; knows
how to work; one who is not interested in bad habits; brave, grateful
& consistent gratitude).

Friends, When we talk of making efforts for effective participation
of youth, I strongly believe that, it should happen in an organic manner.
We need to enrich their process of growing up and facilitate connect
with societal ethos and practices and that connect, as one may find,
would be have a natural outcome. There is little doubt that youth
hold a great promise to each nation but we need to work with them
for enabling their effective delivery. In this context, first and foremost,
| feel we should make additional efforts to expose our youth to their
immediate surroundings and reality-reality around them, reality within
the country and, of course, beyond borders, around our immediate
neighbourhood. All great leaders, and | feel all citizens, should try to
explore their own connect with culture, economy and people-centric
processes. This would strengthen the process of naturalization.

* At the workshop during the 63rd Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, Dhaka,
Bangladesh (1-8 November, 2017).
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When Mahatma Gandhi came back to India from
South Africa, our great leader and mentor of Mahatma Gandhi, Shri
Gopal Krishna Gokhale advised him to tour across India and enrich his
understanding of our people. This opened Gandhi ji to a world, he
had limited knowledge of. This, in fact, was continuation of an old
practice in India when students had to be sent with their Gurus for
education. Even Buddha had to be out in open for deeper connect. It
was with this idea that Rabindranath Tagore thought of Santiniketan,
for young minds to be in touch with environment with the core
concept that learning be a part of natural growth. Surroundings and
realities bring in greater appreciation for different cultures, different
ways of life, exposes to the idea of pluralities and beauty of different
colours. This exposure while would bring in the value of ‘One World’
in their minds and thoughts, it would eventually make them great
citizens of their own countries. This context setting would be
essential, as today’s youth have greater exposure and access to
information than in earlier times, due to information revolution across
the world. Idea of ‘One World’, would help us channelize their exposure
but with information experience is very necessary.

Friends we all are aware that the Commonwealth perceives young
people aged 15-29 as assets to a country’s development, who should
be empowered to realize their potential. We, in India, share the
Commonwealth vision and stand committed to comprehensive and
constructive engagement of youth in all realms of activity. ‘Fﬂ?l'@ﬂ EE]
SuifoT 7 ASifor e Wt wiew 9™ g fiaseRal (This means the child
should be pampered until the age of five and may be disciplined until
the age of ten. Once he reaches the age of sixteen, however, he
should be treated like a friend).

According to Indian Philosophy, human life is believed to comprise
of four stages. These are called the ‘ashramas’ and every person should
ideally go through each of these. Up to 25 years of age, the first
Ashrama is ‘Brahmacharya’ or the Student Stage, where you learn
knowledge, know things and get skilled. From 25 to 50 years, the
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second Ashrama is ‘Grihastha’ or the Householder Stage, where you
work, earn and take care of your family. The third Ashrama, 50 to 75
years of age is ‘Vanaprastha’ Stage, where we dedicate ourselves for
serving the society and to do worship. The Fourth Ashrama, age 75
and above is ‘Sannyasa’ Stage, where you worship, and advise for the
betterment of the society. Friends India is one of the youngest nations
in the world, with about 65 per cent of the population under 35 years
of age. The youth in the age group of 15-29 years comprise 27.5 per
cent of our population. In our country, we have the National Youth
Policy, which was re-launched in 2014.

| would take this opportunity to highlight that Participation of
Youth in Politics and Governance is one of the key priority areas of
this Policy. Emphasis is being laid on the need to ensure that the
youth participate in politics at all levels, from the grassroots to the
national stage. Youth participation is envisaged by contesting elections
and by holding political positions as well as by casting their votes in
elections. Since 1985, we in India, celebrating 12th January, the birth
anniversary of our legendary scholar and freedom fighter, Swami
Vivekanand as the National Youth Day. The policy for youth to enter
politics should be such that the youth can participate in an easy
manner. The Policy recommends that the Government Departments
should have vibrant ‘youth connect’ programmes. Our Government,
through the Policy has in fact, laid a lot of emphasis on actively
associating the youth in the governance and development process,
i.e., in the policy formation as well as implementation. We have the
Department of Youth Affairs, which specifically formulates policies
for the youth, gives them support and channelizes their energies
into creative endeavours.

The philosophy stems from our firm belief that through young
people’s motivation and engagement alone, citizens can become a
more energetic and organised voice. Youth are the engine to take
the vehicle of family, society or nation forward. Friends, to initiate
our youngsters into our democratic traditions from an early age, our
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Department of Youth Affairs has been organising youth Parliament
Programmes at Block and Village levels across the country, with active
involvement of prevailing recognized youth clubs. It has so far
organized 25,624 Block-level and 51,861 village-level Youth Parliament
Programmes. Our Government has launched the National Young Leaders
Programme with the objective of developing leadership qualities and
service motive among the youth. For us, economic empowerment of
youth is a prerequisite for any policy, framework envisaged to ensure
their effective participation in the governance process. Under the
guidance of our Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, the
Government has launched path-breaking initiatives i.e. Skill India to
train people in different skills and Start-up India to boost youth
entrepreneurship and encourage job creation. Till July 2017, our
Government through its flagship scheme has trained more than
3 million candidates across the country in the past two years.

We envision that our leaders of tomorrow would emerge higher
from the skilled workforce of our villages where India lives and
flourishes. Ladies and Gentlemen, Besides having enacted legislations
that have touched and transformed the lives of our youth, our
Parliament itself has evolved to attract youth to our democratic
traditions and practices. Study Visits for young students, scholars,
academics and others in order to provide them requisite orientation
on the role and functions of Parliament have become a regular feature.
Since | launched Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI) and Speaker’s
Fellowship programme, we also revitalized Speaker's Internship
Programme. The response from youth is quite impressive. More than
100 interns have undertaken training in our Parliament. Our Parliament
has also provided training and guidance to Parliamentarians and the
Officials, from across the world through Bureau of Parliament Studies
and Training (BPST). Our present House of People, Lok Sabha has largest
ever young Parliamentarians. | would like to suggest that to encourage
more participation of youth in Politics; Training & Discussion in Youth
Parliament is very useful.
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Towards making policy for more participation of youth, we must
also think about how to reduce the cost of election process. Smooth,
Smart and Low cost elections are necessary. Taking all these things in
to considerations, we must give way to Youth to express, to develop
skills, to build competency, and to acquire confidence, because
investment in youth is insurance for future. So we must share our
views, experience and best practices to give them voice and make
them part of good governance. One thing is sure, we have to give
this message of Swami Vivekananda to our youth, “Arise! Awake! and
stop not until the goal is reached”. With these words, | once again
thank you for giving me this opportunity to share my views as the
Discussion Leader.

Thank you.
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FIUA TSN ST ol Wi A /e

£t <A S o1 Sa SLOTRTEE , S TS HHE o HAOT, ST Mol
Sied, 3ehT e, Wg-THfvr it wIfek, ek THE™ TS sifHeh ot oh forg
fohy T Sk Gt T TE NG UW ded € S Sl S i G el o
gt o o 34 B1 qft A IR UL R o w9 o Heifea T w0 2

St TG TS ST TEIMATH Al ok ¥ | 9% Uk A WG,
ASIgX 1, I TS IR Tk He S09ad & S wef faamem @ 52
RIS fF &0 9 S €, Sl Ak ot ok ferdl o1 wmefq foan den o
HEesTl o WA-TY 1955 | AR Aol 6, 1979 | AR fham 991 qen
1991 H TR RO He Y T h1 |

TEg & €9 H 98 AR 91 T 91 o O R 98 9HE ¥ G2
e o Toaln gfte! o fedl 3iR 376 e o foru oo St gafid o
e =AM 50 I qeh WIS 9 USRI S 1 i R 39
foram 3fi gftesrior et off wrEfier 2

Ik Site 33 9 fhamshardl § Shifeigrd St o 5§ Yalieh ohi ieTeh THerd
-

“YRTUTTHEE T W1 |E 7 w1 hied AarHEaE|

T UHRATIE, Wil g WUAad dfeg: ? ( ShIfeam™ )

(Ffd g B 9 € A o et ey et et © R A e e @ qd

qer 23| foemeiial safar oTa g o T1aT Tich AT a] ohl 3TN T
o € SR g@ o g g SaM W UTe S1edn ST k1 fofa e #1)

TS el foIve Tellereigsiv &1 31X SR 31 g3 S+oh 3 foe=mR ff 9ra
T ® § SARIEE 8, o1 T 8l 2|

TG STt 1 I% fovera/swed & =1 9 T 7, 7 7 e € 19
Uit | STk SATdeh gteehtol W Fo e, il SHeh! TEUE THH 3Tl 21 <xIud

*THivd 3T St w wfa oA men ® awor, 9§ feet (21 7GR, 2017)
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STt e WrEdm e ) o i 9| 59 ded HHI-9HE I GHIS o S
Tid o QA 1 91 S o

BN TS Toh 314, =i+ U fafyrse g ® iR o8 7 shaet g sfeeh
grgol At o forw ST 21 SRt T o iR e STae oxlid i sTeRe
&l 1 ek & W Gkl o i 9§ S Joi- g8 ¢, 56 U, 59 e
@ 1 R uE frere Uiy o o fore sevas 2

Ik TR ® wE Sa S qid o AE o Twgdrg, SfeH S i)
TS oh w9 1 dg & AR @ geas & Universalisation =1 f&em o
T 91 FH ¢

T STt Uk HITel GiSshdl &1 3T AT of foF g off fa=ur o R
ST W T 1 € Ol SHeT SHeRIeh TR0l shih @l =fey| HeTcHl
et S Y oft savghe oo Tl 2 ot TR Sfker <9 o STER Tl st
1 TEIH < T SR E:- “Hd @feas o SverEtiE en” “area:
waw!" 7 98 Td Tiian S 1 Tt W9 2

Tda it 1 37ef TR 9igd T8 U wauTe! ol d U1 =med o foh aRad
fom o ST®Y 1 srefeasen &1 FUR 3 9% J8 3=t 7@ 9d o TR
Tfyel S STEE STHNTETE, W OTerd @ 3R YR Sathd S9N W Yol
AT H1 | T o1 foram aan 81 U =i ? v ghfere fR g e g,
HeepTd, T TE SRl g4 36 W H @ # — “Unto the Last”. @t wroft
T LA ek o1 ) T SATCHIFE o T T e €

TGy R FRE 1 shoaror ST Weifiehar 1 gEi W ol o 39 o
TEd oS, a-Tifed Td TgTfed M TI@ | THIN ScAfavard Sd &
%1 % FW 9 T IE EIN fwar o TR “eX fram gurn Jar 217
3= 78 A e o fof “391 oF §W WER WA, iR whiva g o

TRl o =TT fed &l &I ¥ TWd g S84 IR e 99 &t ia
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