Point of Order under Rules 17 and 20 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Lok Sabha and Articles 86 and 87 of the Constitution of India

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Chairman Sir, I am on a Point of Order.
AT guafd : o e a1y |

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN: Chairman Sir, I am on a Point of Order under Rules
17 and 20 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha and also
Articles 86 and 87 of the Constitution of India.

Sir, I do agree that there is no rule specifically prohibiting the Minister in
seconding the Motion expressing thanks to the Presidential Address. I do agree but
if you go through Rule 17, it is very specific that the Motion of Thanks has to be
moved by a Member and seconded by another Member. There also, I agree that
the Minister is also a Member of the House. I have no dispute about it.

Now I come to Rule 20. In Rule 20, the Prime Minister or any other Ministers have a
right to give explanation or reply to the discussions at the conclusion of the
discussion. Further, it says that the Mover or the Seconder shall not have any right
of reply after the Prime Minister or any other Minister has explained the position of
the Government at the end of the discussion.

If you go through Rules 17 and 20, it is very clear that the Motion has to be moved
by a Member and has to be seconded by another Member. Why I am saying is that
the Presidential Address is approved by the Cabinet. So, the Cabinet has approved
and that has to be moved. The Motion of Thanks has to be given by a Member and
supported by another Member. This is a question of propriety also. The Minister
coming and seconding the Motion of the House is not proper on the part of the
Government. There is no convention also.

There is one convention of 2014. It is quite unfortunate that it is the right of the
Member other than the Minister but unfortunately, the Minister coming and
seconding the Motion is not proper. It is a question of propriety. I am seeking a
ruling from the Chair.
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