Regarding cruelty to animals

SUSHRI SAYANI GHOSH (JADAVPUR): Sir, it is said that if you have a voice, you

must use it for the voiceless. gafeig THA Huarct IF 7R gag IR 3T § 39 98 ol
T TR AT A8l § | WRA H AR U3 W AR Y TG G 371 381 § |

12.58 hrs
(Hon. Speaker in the Chair)

Sir, more than 20,000 cases have been registered in the past 10 years. Sir, 1,135
cases were reported across India in 2022-23 as per the Animal Welfare Board of
India. Over the years, much has been discussed about the inadequacies of the Act,
namely, the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, such as poor enforcement
of this law and meagre penalties of Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 for cruelty towards stray
animals. In November, 2022, the draft PCA (Amendment) Bill, 2022 was published
by the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying for public comments. The
problem is, despite widespread public support in favour of the draft Bill, it was not
tabled in the Parliament. The draft Bill includes significant amendments to the 1960
Act including addition of a new clause under Section 11 where gruesome or life-
threatening cruelty would incur a penalty of Rs. 50,000 per animal or the animal
cost with imprisonment of 1.3 years, killing an animal would result in Rs. 75,000
penalty per animal or three times the cost of the animal and imprisonment of three
to five years or both.
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AR | It is my humble request to kindly look into the matter.



