Statutory Resolution regarding approval of Proclamation by President In
relation to the State of Manipur
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AT 31e78T : ST A U= S |
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DR. SHASHI THAROOR (THIRUVANANTHAPURAM): Sir, do you genuinely want to
discuss this at this time?? (Interruptions)

SHRI K. C. VENUGOPAL (ALAPPUZHA): Sir, we will discuss it tomorrow. It is a
serious issue ? (Interruptions)

DR. SHASHI THAROOR : Let us meet tomorrow. (Interruptions)
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DR. SHASHI THAROOR : Sir, the House is not in order? (Interruptions)
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DR. SHASHI THAROOR : Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. Well, I must say I am sorely
tempted at this very late hour to say that better late than never and just let the Bill
passed. However, I think some home truths must be told. We have all witnessed
the horrors of Manipur, a slow-burning horror that began in May of 2023 and is
continuing now, 21 months before the President?s Rule was actually declared?
(Interruptions)

During this time, we have seen at least 250 people die, perhaps almost 300. More

than 5,600 weapons and six and a half lakh rounds of ammunition have been
seized, looted from police armouries, with more than 70,000 people displaced, a
lakh affected, and thousands still forced to live in relief camps ? (Interruptions)
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DR. SHASHI THAROOR : Sir, the Home Minister is present here, and this is
happening at a time when those responsible for maintaining law and order have
clearly not done their job. The issue of national security has been before this
House, and the fact is that when we found all these tragedies happening, no
decisive action was taken for almost two years.

My Party repeatedly called for an earlier imposition of President's Rule. That did not
happen, and I am very sorry to see that it was only when the Chief Minister
resigned on the 9™ of February that the State Assembly had to reconvene by the
12", However, even though Article 174 (1) of the Constitution requires it, it was not
possible to convene the State Assembly.

The Congress Party in Manipur had prepared a no-confidence resolution; your own
ally, the NPP, had withdrawn support. In those circumstances, only then, with the
Assembly unable to meet because you could not survive such a motion, the
President?s Rule was declared. This, sir, is a very painful development. To cite the
failure of the Constitutional machinery in the State over the Assembly?s inability to
meet when the real failure has been one of national security, law and order
maintenance, and basic decency for the people suffering the torment of violence in
that State for almost two years, remains a blot on the conscience of the nation.

Today, this is the 11™ instance that we will be approving the President's Rule in
Manipur, which is a record, the highest of any Indian State in the last 77 years. No



State has had to go under the President's Rule 11 times as Manipur has done. Now,
this is a very serious moment in our country?s history and in the history of
Manipur. Decision-making power has been shifted from locally elected
representatives to the Central Government and the Governor appointed by the
Central Government.

That is a very onerous responsibility at a time when sadly our own Prime Minister
has not gone to listen to the pain and trauma of the suffering people. Even the
Supreme Court has sent a delegation two weeks ago. They have visited, and seen
the conditions of the people there. We would urge that this omission be rectified as
soon as possible.

In addition to that Sir, we really have to look at what President's Rule means in
practice for the people of Manipur. They have suffered a long history of insurgency.
There have been various armed groups running amok, demanding autonomy,
independence, God knows what else. They are often operating outside the law.
Governance and law enforcement have been pretty much non-existent under the
previous now departed Government, and at the same time as a result of this
condition, infrastructure development has been hampered, economic growth has
suffered and integration with the rest of the country has been largely absent.

Manipur has a rich cultural heritage, natural resources, and yet it is struggling with
economic underdevelopment, limited industrialization, high unemployment rates
and inadequate infrastructure. On top of that, the biggest crisis we are facing today
is that there has been an erosion of public trust in the State, the State of India, the
State of Manipur, and its institutions. That legitimacy has to be regained during this
period of President's Rule.

On top of that, we are seeing the State facing severe challenges from illegal
immigration and drug trafficking, exacerbating the social and economic conditions
I have mentioned. There has been sadly a situation where in 2023 a prominent
Manipuri woman police officer resigned from the force, blaming the Chief Minister
and the Government for actually interfering in drug investigations and sheltering
drug lords. This has been an absolute shame for the nation. Now, in these
circumstances, what do we want, Sir? We would like to see THE President's Rule as
an opportunity to heal the State. It has to be an opportunity to foster dialogue
amongst communities, to promote economic development, to ensure
accountability in governance, and to respect Constitutional values that have been
cast to the winds over the last two years. It is essential now to restore the



infrastructural power of the State. The State needs to restore its credibility and here
the President's Rule is necessary but not sufficient condition. It is necessary, yes,
but at the same time it has to be conducted responsibly by the Governor in order to
ensure normalcy is restored and that Constitutional order once again means
something in Manipur.

We now have 288 companies of Central Armed Police Forces, and 150 battalions of
the Indian Army and the Assam Rifles. They can deal with the violent conflict and
the insurgency but at the same time we must be painfully conscious that when we
devote such substantial resources to counter insurgency operations to law-and-
order enforcement, we are diverting funds and attention from development
projects, essential services like education and healthcare that the people of
Manipur desperately need. Violent conflict primarily stems from a legitimacy crisis
and it is not the other way round. It is the fact that the State has lost legitimacy that
permits violence to run rampant. The challenge now is to build legitimacy for the
State, create once again faith in the institutions, that is what the Governor will have
to do and at the same time end the insurgency and restore social order, peace and
stability. Then, the challenge for the Government ? and I am sure the Home
Minister will have to agree with us ? must be to promote dialogue amongst
communities that have been at war with each other, that have been alienated from
each other, promote inclusive policies that erase the divides in Manipur society.
This is a task confronting us.

The President's Rule is to be used for any good purpose, this is the only purpose
that it must serve. We have to come back again within six months to actually once
again renew this Proclamation. So, I say to the Home Minister and to the
Government, of course, we will all go along with this resolution, we are not going to
oppose it, we know that Constitutionally it is required for the country, but we hope
that the Government will go in with a larger vision of how the President's Rule can
be used to restore faith in the institutions of our State, the legitimacy of the people,
the legitimacy of the State of India in the eyes of the people of Manipur, and that in
this process, Sir, we will be able to restore Constitutional order, social order, and
peace and healing to the people who have suffered such terrible anguish.

No one should have to go through what the people of Manipur have endured. Let
us not add neglect to that. Let us not use President's Rule only as a law-and-order
enforcement mechanism, let us think of the people of Manipur and bring them
healing and peace.



With these words, Sir, my party will support this Proclamation. Thank you.
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W, #7 gt +ft gg ==t Fi oft that President?s Rule was the only solution, and why it
was not imposed months ago when people were dying. 5§ §9RI ! dT&Ig # dRT SO
gl @ &, IRI aR AT ST Gt oY, STq AfGest ol Mg dreh Id W g¥fter <1 @7 U1, 59 [k
WRA &1 g1, dfces gX1 fasy AfOIQR <t ==t 3R T, 4T o 38T o1, a9 31y ahgi 97

Sir, this delay in imposing the President?s Rule proves that the BJP leadership
neither had the will nor the competence to handle the Manipur crisis, and the
administration watched quietly as ethnic tensions spiralled out of control.

W, & surer f3da 7 78 e, ifer g9+ uget off ==t i g | o AT geg 2:15 &9t g9
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o1, which comes to a total of 5,088 hours, marking it the second highest after
Jammu & Kashmir. This led to huge economic loss in Manipur, approximately Rs.
3,157 crore. The economic blockade in Manipur affecting the two main National
Highways lasted for 66 days with rough estimates of loss of around Rs. 250 crore
per day, which is a whooping Rs. 17,000 crore in over two months. Over 67,000
people were forced to leave their homes and they cramped up in only 360 relief
camps. Nearly 12,000 people fled to Mizoram and approximately 7,000 people
sought refuge in Nagaland, Assam, and Meghalaya. Over 1,700 people have taken
refuge in Cachar district as of June 2024.
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deteriorated. s ft IS} aret et 3@ & fh 1960 I &Rl Rugshis AftQR # gaaR 98 8 |
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Minister and the Prime Minister should work overtime and step outside their

comfort zone to address the needs of the people and restore normalcy at the
earliest in Manipur.

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI KARUNANIDHI (THOOTHUKKUDI): Sir, the Opposition
Parties have been raising requests to discuss Manipur so many times in this House.
But today is the day they have chosen, after 2 o?clock in the middle of the night, to
discuss Manipur. It just shows how much regard they have for the people suffering
there and they do not care. Is this the time to give us an opportunity to be
discussing Manipur? This shows this Government does not care and it shows
disregard. They do not even want to give us time to discuss it properly tomorrow. It
is really sad.

In Manipur, more than 260 lives have been lost and 67,000 people have been
displaced. Around 5,000 homes have been destroyed, and churches and temples
have been vandalised. We went to the camps and visited people there. I would like
to mention about a mother who was waiting every day. When people were entering
the gates, she ran out every day to see if it is her son who is coming back to the
camp. Finally, she was giving up and she said, ?I hope they at least tell me whether
he is alive or dead so that I can just give up because every day I am waiting
desperately for the news whether he is alive or not?.

This is not just the case of one woman or one mother. There are thousands of
mothers waiting with pain not knowing whether their children, who have been
displaced or who they do not know where they are, are alive or not. This is



happening to so many families, but nothing has been done to ensure that peace
returns to Manipur.

It is so sad that an elected representative, the Chief Minister of that State, has been
involved in creating more violence and encouraging violence. How did arms and
guns go to the hands of terrorists and protesters there? Is this not a shame? Who is
responsible for it? Who is going to answer for the lives lost there?

Two women were insulted and paraded stripped. It has put this nation to shame.
Who is going to answer for it? We have no answers, and the Home Minister said ?
free movement? after the President?s Rule was imposed. Was there an opportunity
for peace after that? No. Again, there was bloodshed after he promised free
movement. Over 103 people have been injured, and 16 are critically injured and in
hospital. If this is the state, what is the point of the President?s Rule?

What have you done about over 14,000 students who have not been able to go
back to school? But you are reducing the Budget. Only 2.3 per cent has been
increased in the education budget for Manipur when more than 14,000 children are
not able to go back to schools. You have also cut the food budget by over 28 per
cent. There is a reduction in it while in camps people do not have water and food to
eat.

Our Chief Minister has clearly said that we want peace and normalcy to return, but
we want an elected Government to return and an elected Government will ensure
that there is peace and harmony, and a Government that will bring people together
and not do divisive politics like this Government tries to do and divide people.

You talked so much about women in this Bill which we passed here. But do you
care about women in Manipur? No. So, I think that this is a time for you to be
honest with yourselves and answer to the people of this country.

Thank you.

ot SRfdT TuTd dTEd (TS &f@ioT) @ W, § 59 39 Hohed R S & oIy @eT § of 9gd aafdd
g, 9gd afdq 3id:eRuT & die @TE |

AT 37edel : 39 AT ol g7

oft sRfdg MU 9rdd @ W, 3T IHT W A1y S Aed o, e g9 AfOgR ¢ o | I9 ged gd

gl hl HemieH Iegured @ ot et & | & g afgen off | I ot srewddT gehe &t ot | et
3R AAS opT STt SWTST A T@T AT, I gad o1 @7 T fob ag 3IT uid opl e & 1ar o1 | a8
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SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, on behalf of the NCP-SP, with a heavy
heart, I support the Bill today. TR, TR Felvg GO @Y 3R A St = St gt & Ig@!
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gl oI =gl § |

It is a very complex democracy. What surprised me about Manipur is that when
Manipur was burning, we did not have a single debate here. We expected a lot
from the hon. Home Minister who is very assertive and who has delivered superior
results in Kashmir, but we are not very satisfied with what happened in Manipur. I
hope he brings a strong intervention in Manipur, brings in peace and conducts a
fair election there. It is not that we do not like the President?s Rule but, eventually,
we all must work together, put our minds together and bring in peace and give fair
livelihoods to people by restoring peace among all the communities. $ff 3137 FAR
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I THT # S+ fEaT g8, §R 99T # a1 59T g8 | SMuch 999 § gAR 994 | oA 3 g8
& | & ohgar g fon Rar g & 78 =1fdw | sod g-fiftue foneht it off 59 gea & wgafa Tt & |
g, fUeer st avg & WSt e o1 v ok T &k saroraT & e | g ST fgar gs g |

AR, # aQ-dH Sl R e Mehfa AT drgdm § | Uget A [t AftgR it g a1 e |
AoQR # a9 1993 # STy 341 g3 | @gi ANT-gheh! Uy g3 | Ig as 1993 & a9 1998 deh, 5
9Tl deh Il | 399 750 Hid g3 | 39 3iaR eYe UG Ueh &20eh ddh deli | # Ig o) hadl fh
g Qo & dch deit ff, BIR TG # A g3 € | BF df QT A & o gAR i # oy off 8
gt F1fRY | AR, Yoh Uiyl hell ST SR 39 HhRUT g1 9t | 3R dhial cheld
f&ar mar | St 260 Hid g€, 399 @ 80 Ufderd Uge Uk HEH & Sicx g gs off | Skl IRt A
qreht get1 | gidl T8 |

qeR, a9 1997-98 # FHehl-urgd FuW g3 | 398 50 8 Sr&T Wi A€ g MY, 13 R o
faenfia gy, 352 @1 AR 1Y, dehsl grIe gt Y, 5 89IR TR SFard MY | a¥ 1993 H AdS-Uiret
G gaiT | I9 ged 100 9§ SI1al 4G g3 A 3R 6 A1 dk g8 fgar Ich oft | o7 39 avg 4 @ar
= foa mar foh WAt Star urél faweet g 7 8 | # 31 8t ehe =mgar g o & oAl fgan st
a3t fgar &, St 10 911, 2 T1et 3iR 6 18 Telt 3R Topsl Jog 399 ot Surer 2t varda & emeA
# g8 | oAl gerT amueh g1 gu™ Hiil o 3R IHeh a1 it @ ol MY, <hig g w3 ot A ™1 1 S
e 331 8, STt # fAth BIET Y aredfdehdr ST =rgdn g |

AR, I8 S 84T off | gAR TRepR adf 2017 & MY, 3Tk uget 5 91 § UarsT Ueh 9T &
3R 200 & 1fder e AfoTQR o @7 | &ig S fGam 8l off | T g9k € SmeT gAaey
B Y | G I Sl HAM o1 UST AT | AR 6 TIT # Yo ot e g AT @1, sdlichs T8 ga,
féar 75 g5 | 919 U fafdre aRfRf g3 o 818 &l & Tk Stomie a1 gexfiieem aiHt aemt 4
-3 AT fopam iR &1 & i & f8am wses 18 | ag oft st M foh TRt AoRsiers foRar
a1 g | {99 &3 Sere sman, agl @ hufaal arg a4 & foue | gl amr ax & 7€ | @l IR
3ierst It forar & | 9 TaH gH adh! Hdedd sRIeR g, gt gl =iy | A% ey geft & faet @
foh TR ifd TRnfUa F & T+t ITadq U R I@T €, HUAT SHR! Uil eaTsST 7 & | 3R
gifefearsst & g ot fir fedle gift, Sad Stare ot difeifeere 31 ugm, wR & ag 78 =mgar §



| # =mgan g fo forgeh +ff 7 g8 8, 39 ¥ad ot Igeh Ufd T @1 A1y, HeagAT @t =gy
3R 79 # &< oft w@1 =gy |

Agufd M S & a6 aFl Wl @ gt Wt g3 | S Wil aFl aerat i At dwnet @
ST-37eTT g3 3R Igd A THY H Yeh TP HIfdT Ht R TR & 78 fawm & sifderRal &
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T IFATE IR o I a1 § | I8 ehgl AT foh Ay uare, hig sifasyre uEE Repid R
81 ¢ | HiUY urdl & Ut SIfAyr ukdrd aF & g g+ fauraes & 98t € foh ag sfayra v
AR | gAR FEFHsEt A ST e, fh IsgaTe 3 et 37, T & 6, TAHITH & 5, SERg
& 1 3R HiU¥ & 5 Gedi @ =i dl | S ggAd Je&@l = &gl fh g9 TR a1 61 f[RAfa o
&l € a9 APUlT AT Y his-e 7 SgiaT &, et Tgufd Agiear 3 ©iaRT |

St gHiH hlE ot SToTHE &, Ik fedTe 9§ &t AT & 3ieX U rgAle Ie d o & forg aman g
| Y e & gof) gel @ At &, TR argdt & foh agf Siee @ Sieg 1ifa 8, S @ Siee

gHatE gt | STt SR it €, 99 W ARgH Hft man S9 | puar 9t & Uk Ad gle] Ipufd
e & Ao &1 SrgAted & | & siTach ATerd § A e agar g |

AT 31eT8T; U I8 &:

? [ ag 91 AR 35T & ddy 7 G@fdum & g 356 (1) & sl agufa g 13 wead,
2025 et STRY eh 718 IGIVUM hT SrFATE ehdl & 12

e Etepd gaTl |

A S7eAe] : T i wRidTe! TEAR, &7 03 318, 2025 &l Urd: 11 sot 9k & fog =i
CARS IR

02.41 hrs (03.04.2025)

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Thursday, April 03, 2025/ Chaitra 13, 1947 (Saka).
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