The Union Budget (2025-2026) ? Demands for Grants - Ministry of Railways
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SHRI SUDHAKAR SINGH (BUXAR): I beg to move:

Need to introduce more Amrit Bharat Trains for Bihar, ensuring better rail
connectivity for underserved districts and easing passenger congestion on existing
routes. (20)

Need to include Buxar Railway Station under the Amrit Station Scheme for ensuring
modernization, improved passenger amenities, better sanitation, and world-class
infrastructure. (21)

Need to provide for stoppage of all long-distance trains at Buxar Railway Station,
addressing the demands of thousands of passengers as Buxar serves as a crucial
railway hub for travelers between eastern and northern India. (22)

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): I beg to move:



Need to provide special funds to construct Rail over Bridge (RoB) at Kundara
Mukkada and Kundara Elamballooor in Kollam Parliamentary constituency. (23)
Need to provide concession to senior citizens for railway journey. (24)
Need to increase the number and frequency of MEMU train services. (25)
Need to establish a new railway zone exclusively for State of Kerala. (26)
Need to provide special funds for better passenger amenities in railways. (27)
Need for introduction of more trains on Kollam Schenkottah route. (28)
Need to provide special funds for the construction of Rail over Bridges (RoB) in
Kollam Parliamentary constituency. (29)
Need to provide
funds for strengthening the safety and security of railway passengers. (30)
Need to formulate a scheme for providing 3AC season tickets. (31)
Need to provide more funds for re-development of railway stations in a time bound
manner. (32)
DR. T. SUMATHY ALIAS THAMIZHACHI THANGAPANDIAN (CHENNAI SOUTH): | beg to move:
Need for increased budget allocation for track maintenance and safety to prevent
derailments and accidents. (43)
Need to ensure timely completion of high-speed rail projects and address cost overruns.
(44)
Need to increase budget allocation for passenger amenities, including clean drinking
water, sanitation and waiting lounges at railway stations. (45)
Need to improve freight logistics efficiency to achieve the targeted modal share of 45 per
cent. by 2030. (46)
Need to accelerate the deployment of KAVACH (Automatic Train Protection) system to
improve railway safety. (47)
Need to address overcrowding in passenger trains and ensure additional coaches in high-
demand routes. (48)
Need to improve electrification of railway tracks to enhance energy efficiency and reduce
carbon footprint. (49)
Need to increase investment in suburban railway networks to decongest urban transport
systems. (50)
Need to improve accessibility in railway stations with better facilities for senior

citizens and differently-abled passengers. (51)
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SHRI THARANIVENTHAN M.S. (ARANI): Hon. Chairperson, Vanakkam. There are people who died in their fight
for restoring their land. There are even people who died for the cause of conquering a woman. Only Tamil
race is so unique for having fought and died for their language, Tamil. For others, language is just a
medium for conversation. But for Tamils, Tamil language is life and language of life. Here we do not have
castes. Those who give are higher caste people and those who do not give even after asking, is termed as
the lowest of the low caste people. This was stated by a great old Tamil poetess Avvaiyar. We think that it
suits you very much. We have been asking you and you have been continuously refusing to give it to us.
So, 1 think it suits you very much. I am standing here to talk on the Demands for Grants pertaining to
Ministry of Railways for the year 2025-26. Indian Railways is not only a Department of Transport but it is
also the lifeline of our country. Railways carry the hopes and aspirations of 2.4 crore people everyday by
lingking every village and every corner of the country with every industrial hub. But this Union

Government has failed miserably to manage the affairs of the Indian Railways in an efficient manner. This



is not a Budget. It is a betrayal. It is a betrayal for the workers of Indian Railways who toil hard day and
night for making Railways to function effectively. This is a betrayal for the people who struggle to get the
basic railway facilities. Tamil Nadu is contributing Rs.18,000 crore as revenue every year. But there is an
allocation of just Rs. 6226 crore for Tamil Nadu which is again a betrayal. Above all this is complete
betrayal for the vision of Developed India. Total allocation for Indian Railways for the year 2025-26 is Rs.
2.52 lakh crore. This is a little higher than last year?s Budget. There is no vision for the Railways as well

the Union Government.

Hon. Chairperson, Let us see State-wise allocation in this year?s Railway Budget. Maharashtra has
got Rs. 23,778 crore and Uttar Pradesh has got Rs. 19,858 crore and Madhya Pradesh has got Rs. 14,745
crore. But why Tamil Nadu has been allocated only Rs. 6,626 crore. | want to ask whether Tamil Nadu has
not contributed in Railway?s income generation. Why there is increased allocation to States like Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashtra. Why Uttar Pradesh is getting three-fold of the fund allocated to Tamil Nadu? Is

this the example of cooperative federalism?

Madam, are we sacrificing this at the cost of good governance in Tamil Nadu? Are we controlling our
population for economic victory? Tamil Nadu is the backbone of India?s economy. Tamil Nadu is in the
forefront as regards education and social development. But what is the allocation for Tamil Nadu? When
we pay 1 Rupee to the Union. We get back only 29 paise. We have a prosperous History, energetic culture,
language and other pride filled aspects, but are these a threat to their happiness? Why should we struggle
hard to get what we need and deserve. As a foreigner we are strengthening the economy of our own mother
land. We guide you in social development and we fix yardsticks for management. But still we are being
side-lined. We are being punished. We are being ignored. Is this the cost of development in your regime?
Dindivanam-Gingee, Tiruvannamalai-Erode- Palani, Chennai-Cuddalore via Mahabalipuram, are some of
the rail routes which have been completely ignored and kept pending for long. You are aware of these
Railway Schemes. Tiruvannamalai, Salem, Karur Dindigul line via Katpadi-Vilwanur, Thanjavur-
Viluppuram are some of the doubling of Railway projects which have been stalled for long. Particularly,
Chengalpattu, Arakkonam, Thanjavur, Karaikkal, Hosur and Omalur doubling works are stopped due to
some invalid reasons. Besides, Dharmapuri?Perambalur stretch of 36 kilometres and Dharmapuri-
Dindivanam stretch of 180 kms are pending in my Arani parliamentary constituency. Land acquisition has
been made after making payment. Even bridges have been constructed. But still these railways stretches are
pending for completion. When we compare India?s railway network with other nations of the world, China
has grown fast. But India?s position is very much disturbed. Several train services were discontinued
during Covid-19. I urge that those train services should be restored. In the name of maintenance, situation
has further worsened. Congestion in bogies, cut in reservation allotments, increasing train fare have made
travel a cumbersome activity for passengers. Trains like Vizagappattinam, Vijayawada, Ratnanchal Express
have been stopped. Just think about Tamil Nadu. Pongal is an important festival of Tamil Nadu. But trains
have been diverted to Mahakumbh instead of providing additional train service in Tamil Nadu during
Pongal holidays. Is this the way to show priority to different places by the Union Government? Tamil Nadu

is facing heavy traffic congestion in railway traffic. Why are you cancelling several times? Tambaram-



Rameswaram train services and other train services have been stopped in view of Mahakumbh. Even after

diverting these trains for some other use, they have not managed the safety related aspects of passengers.

Hon. Chairperson, Madam, this Budget is a disgrace to our passengers and people of Tamil Nadu. We
have been disappointed by this Budget. There is no increased allocation in the total Budget. Allocation has
been reduced for new rail routes, doubling of rail network, and electrification. Accidents are on the rise.
Rail safety has been ignored. Tamil Nadu and other States are allocated very less and at the same time
some States get preferential treatment. Passengers are having worst experience during travel. At the same
time Corporates are being benefitted. Railway is not a private institution anywhere in the world. Union
Government should agree to this fact. Railways is the property of the people of our country. Every State,
every culture, every citizen of this country are connected by the lifeline called the Railways. Financial
prudence and standardisation of services are the need of this hour. Your government is against the spirit of
cooperative federalism. This is not for rivalry. This is a justified demand. Union government should ensure
that the demands are met with equal distribution of funds. I urge that Dindivanam-Nagari rail route should
be definitely set up in my Arani parliamentary constituency. This is not only my demand. This is the
demand of lakhs of voters of my constituency who elected me to this august House. I urge that the work

relating to this Dindivanam-Nagari rail route should be expedited and completed soon.
Thank you.

SHRI MAGUNTA SREENIVASULU REDDY (ONGOLE): Respected Madam, I thank you for giving me an opportunity
to speak on the Demands for Grants under the control of the Ministry of Railways for 2025-26. On behalf
of our Leader and the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri Nara Chandrababu Naidu Garu, I thank the
hon. Prime Minister, Modi Ji, and also the hon. Railway Minister, Shri Ashwini Vaishnav ji, for their efforts
to take India towards our collective goal of ?Viksit Bharat 2047? by revolutionizing the Indian Railways,

the lifeline of our country.

Madam, my parliamentary constituency is Ongole in Andhra Pradesh. It has got about five railway
stations in Vijayawada division and 13 railway stations in Guntur division. Every month, I travel more than
5,000 kilometres in the train itself. I have been knowing the issues of all the passengers who are facing
problems. For the past 10 years, with all the new technology, I can also see a lot of changes in this sector. |
can tell you that the Indian Railways is the best. We have been laying more than 1,26,000 kilometres of
tracks across the country at a rate of almost 14 kilometres per day, on course to become the largest railway
network in the world soon. This is with the blessings of our hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi ji and

also our Railway Minister.

Madam, railways is the cheapest mode of transport. Everybody knows about it. So, people prefer to
travel by train itself instead of taking a bus, car or any other means of transport. In Andhra Pradesh, the
electrification has also been completed to the extent of 97 per cent. So, we expect that a lot enough
modernization would happen across all the railway lines. About 73 Amrit Bharat stations have been
announced in Andhra Pradesh, and two of them are located in my parliamentary constituency. The work is

going on at a slow pace. So, it has to be improved so that the passengers get all the facilities.



Madam, I must tell you that one of the favourite Ministries of my hon. Chief Minister is the Railway

Ministry.

The setting up of the South Coast Railway line zone in Visakhapatnam has been approved for the
State of Andhra Pradesh. The announcement of the special Amaravati Railway line, a new line for the new
capital, has also been made. Close to Rs.9,417 crore of the budget has been allocated for Andhra Pradesh
alone, which 1s more than ten times the allocations made to an un-bifurcated Andhra Pradesh. The
expedited work including 43 ongoing projects covering 5,560 kilometres at Rs.80,097 crore is also in
progress. Redevelopment of all the 73 railway stations is also underway. But we also expect the

Government to increase the speed of redevelopment work of these railway stations.

Madam, I would not take much of your time on the small things. Unfortunately, the hon. Railway
Minister is not here. But [ am glad that the hon. Minister of State in the Ministry of Railways, Shri Ravneet
Singh Bittu ji is present. I would like to bring to your kind attention that only one or two coaches for
general passengers are being provided in every train. In the recent event of Maha Kumbh, people were
hanging everywhere, both outside and inside of the coaches. The number of general passenger coaches has
to be increased because they are facing a lot of problems. Additionally, the modernization of amenities in

the trains is very much necessary.

The Vande Bharat train is the pride of our country. It is the brainchild of our hon. Prime Minister, and
for that, I must appreciate him. The number of Vande Bharat trains should also be increased. Through you,
I would like to bring it to the kind attention of the hon. Minister that no Vande Bharat train runs between
Guntur and Dhone in my constituency, though the railway line is there. Therefore, I would request the hon.

Minister to consider it.

There are certain long-pending matters, such as the Nadikudi-Srikalahasti railway line. This has been
a favourite subject for my family for the past 25 years. It has come to our knowledge that the work on this
project is in progress. It has come up to the Kanigiri area. The further progress of this project needs to be
addressed properly. Anyhow, the railway line has been laid up to the Kanigiri area, and DEMU trains can
be operated from Hyderabad to Kanigiri. However, the railway line is currently underutilized, and only a
few railway staff use it for picnic purposes. When the railway stations and the railway lines are ready, why

does the Government not operate trains there? .... (Interruptions)

This is a very important matter. You need to be sympathetic towards the passengers affected by
COVID-19. During the COVID-19 period, many trains were stopped. Further, after COVID-19, no train
has been restored, especially in my parliamentary constituency. This is very, very pathetic. This has to be
addressed. I have brought it to the knowledge of the railway officials and the hon. Railway Minister many
times, but nothing has happened. Not even one train has been restored. This should be taken up

immediately because this is very, very important.

Madam, this is my fifth term here. For about 27 years, I am here. So, far I am unable to understand
whether railways is a service-oriented organization or a commercial organization. If it is a service-oriented

entity, you should compensate something to the passengers.



The new railway line from Markapur Road to Srisailam is a very important railway line. Srisailam is
a significant pilgrimage centre, and many devotees from Maharashtra, Karnataka and Telangana come
there. Recently, I received a letter stating that 9.25 per cent is the ROR. What is the rate of interest
nowadays? It is around six or seven per cent only. So, 9.25 per cent means that it is very high. So, the
Government should go on a hybrid annuity model or public-private participation model. All these new
railways, which are important, should be brought into the system, otherwise we cannot see any progress. So

far as RUBs and ROBs are concerned, the Central Government has to provide its 100 per cent cost.

One more important point is with regard to the respect of hon. Members of Parliament. None of them

is provided any information with regard to inaugurations or openings of any new projects.

Madam, I have to tell you that recently the rail coach restaurants have been started in Andhra Pradesh.
Even in Ongole, my parliamentary constituency, about a week back, it has been opened. I do not know

about it; I have not been informed. I am a fifth-term MP.
HON. CHAIRPERSON: The Minister may please note.

SHRI MAGUNTA SREENIVASULU REDDY : Regarding all these things, so many times we have
informed our General Manager. Bittu ji, you have to bring up all these things also; you have to take it up to

our MR. I wanted to present to him only, but you are here, and you are also an excellent person.

The respect for MPs has to be upheld in everything. Regarding the Railway Line from Ongole to
Donakonda, the new Railway Line via Podili, DPR is being prepared. Even that has to be expedited, and
we expect important things. The railway is the lifeline of our country. I like railway journeys. I travel every
month by train. But unfortunately, I had to ask for a stoppage of trains at my station. After COVID-19,
railway stations have become empty. Even after COVID-19 has gone, it is the same. But the trains have to
be stopped; they are not finding any way for that; it is not commercial. If the descending is 75,000, the
ascending is also 75,000. All railway department people speak that kind of language. But the problem is
that if you calculate everything on this basis, then it is service-oriented. It is like other schemes. It was a

combined thing, now the railway is separate.

Madam, you have given a lot of time to me. I am very, very thankful to you. But these were some of
my issues. Our hon. Minister is here. You should represent to our MR also. Bring it to his knowledge. Try

to resolve it. [ will be very, very happy to know about it.

Thank you very much.
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SHRI BAJRANG MANOHAR SONWANE (BEED): Hon. Madam Chairperson, Jai Shivray. 1 would
like to wish everybody on this occasion of Shiv Jayanti. Today, I rise to participate in the discussion on
railways and like to draw your kind attention towards issues related to my Beed district. This is a big
district but still it is deprived of railway connectivity. The railway line project connecting Osmanabad-
Beed-Aurangabad is an important rail project. Funds have been provided for survey work but it needs to
be expedited. 1 have been pursuing for this and Hon. Railway Minister Shri Ashvini Vaishnav ji has given
me positive reply. He has sanctioned Rs. 6 crore for final survey work. After completion of this project,
this railway route will be connecting south as well as North India and serve as the shortest and busiest route
to connect Kanyakumari, Chennai, Hyderabad, Thirupati to Delhi, Ayodhya, Kashi and Shrinagar. It will
prove to be a time and cost cutting rail route and a highway of progress and development of Beed district as
well. It will also boost and help to create opportunities for industrial development, trade and business,
employment and education. Hence, for Osmanabad-Beed-Aurangabad rail line project, as least Rs. 2000

crore should be allocated.

I would like to thank Union Government and Railway Minister Shri Ashwini Vaishnav ji and I wish it
should be inaugurated at the hands of our Prime Minister and Railway Minister after its completion. For
the maintenance and repair work of this project, the Office of the Dy. Chief Engineer (Construction) should

be opened in my Beed district as it is a centre place and it will connect both the lines.

Ahmednagar-Beed-Parli Vaijyanath railway line project was approved in the year 1986 by then
Central Govt. But, it was never started due to lack of funds. Then, our Chief Minister Late Shri Vilasrao
Deshmukh took a decision to provide 50% funding on behalf of State Govt. This is a 261 km. long rail line
project but, only 99 km. work has been completed till March, 2024. Now, we are taking personal interest

and trying to expedite it. So, now 166 km. work has been done till date. A trial run has already been



completed successfully and hence, I am quite hopeful that the remaining Beed-Parli stretch would also be

completed very soon.
14.00 hrs

Beed railway station constructed on this railway line is far and remotely located, and the distance
between city and railway station is around 15 km. Barshi Naka railway station is within close vicinity and
hence this station should also be developed in addition to Beed Railway Station. Due to construction work
of this rail line, Kakadheera, Dhanora, Hiversingha, Sarata, Khokarmoha and at other places, the road
traffic has been disturbed. The students, old people, farmers and other passengers are facing problems. So,
it is my request to you to kindly construct ROBs and RUBs at appropriate places and fund should also be

allocated for the construction.

At Koregaon, Moradjawalwadi, Jatnanduri in Patoda Tehsil, a ROB should be constructed.
Ahmednagar-Beed-Parli railway line is partially completed and a trial run between Ahmednagar-Beed is

also completed. So, railway operations should be started at earliest on this line.

A new intercity train connecting Beed-Pune-Mumbai should also be started. Railway passengers
have to face multiple problems like ticket booking, confirmation etc. Rail tracking System should be
improved. Online Booking should be fast and easy. Birth confirmation should be informed well within

time limit telephonically. Train movement should also be intimated to passengers.

A Railway Safety Committee should be constituted under the Chairmanship of the local member of
Parliament so that he/she can help in solving the problems and issues related to railway administration. He
would also help to expedite the process of land acquisition for rail project. He can evolve a coordination

between locals and railway administration.

Our Indian Railways is the largest rail network in the world and it forms an integral part of the lives
of crores of railway passengers. We need more developments and improvements to avoid rail accidents
like modern railway signalling system etc. RPF also need to strengthen its monitoring and vigilance.
Hygiene and cleanliness should also be maintained on railways. Food and beverages quality should also be

improved. Passenger amenities should also be updated and this is my earnest request.

Railway is considered as a lifeline for the poor, middle class people of this country. Railway has

played an important role in the overall development of India.
AW B Wbt & I H g 1 QT | 3R B9 61 Hft IS 1 At ST | g=are |

SHRI SANJAY UTTAMRAO DESHMUKH (YAVATMAL-WASHIM): Hon?ble Chairperson, thank you. Today, I rise to

participate in the discussion on Demand for Grants pertaining to the Ministry of Railway for 2025-26. A
very ambitions Wardha-Nanded Rail project of my constituency was declared in the year 2008. This is a
very important project for my region, because for Wardha, Yavatmal, Nanded and other 92 villages, it

would prove to be a lifeline. But it could launch in the year 2016 only and even after 9 years time, only 38



km line has been completed. It means only 4.5 km line is completed every year. This is a 284 km Rail line

project and it is still incomplete. This is very unfortunate and a matter of sorrow.

After completion of the rail line project, it would surely boost trade and industry, employment
generation and multiply educational opportunities and also to ensure better railway connectivity for locals
there. But, due to slow pace of work, the development activities have been stalled here. Hence, I would like

to request the Union Government to expedite the construction work on priority basis.

Madam, Washim-Poharadevi -Digras-Adilabad rail line project is also very important for my region.
The survey work was sanctioned in 2016 but, even today no survey work has been started. This railway
line would connect the religious places like Shri Kshetra Pohradevi and Renuka Devi temple at Mahur,
with the northern and southern part of India. The survey work for another rail line project between
Washim-Karanja-Badnera was done in 2020. Through this railway line, this area would be connected with
Badnera and Amravati directly. It would pave way for the overall development of this region and also for

employment generation.

Madam, Murtizapur-Karanja-Darvha narrow gauge railway line should be converted into broad gauge
and this 1s my humble request to you. I personally met Hon?ble Railway Minister last time and he had
promised me to initiate survey work. Now, you should start the construction work immediately and

sufficient funds also be provided.

The Railway Minister should take initiative to complete this railway project pending for years

together and start the operations of Shakuntala Express once again.

Madam, Yavatmal district is known for farmers suicides and Washim is an aspirational district. So, I
would like to request the Hon?ble Railway Minster to complete all three railway line projects related to my
constituency as early as possible to boost economic and educational activities and also to ensure

employment generation in my region.

Thank you.

oft Sra 9= y¥Tg (BWETe) : U Heiedr, H 3ud Ufd 9gd SR § o 3= 931 ¥ oRft 9gd &1
Hedqul 3aHI &t AT UR faaR ogad - &1 HidT feaT | § 3 Ufd §gd STURI E |

eI, BHRI Xd &I U TIRARIC 308 §, foraa®! B3 16 30, T 1853 ®I gs o | ggah
qHT s & dRIeaR I 30 & e Tat off 3R 98 g3f 34 foval Miex &t ot | 394 < & faw & fomg,
I o1 YT o fore U TRa=Iel e X1 8, Sl g4 GRIaTa] & ot 9gd B a1 g |

HgIed, ofgf Ueh 3R ¥ &I U TRael 3fde 81 8, dal # Uy Fae s daear g | |
HgieT gouy R off B eRll, Sraier § gHHR AT § | 3RedT & Jaid WA W S W F ARGl-
TG H51q a=H & foIE 3T 8, Qb1 SUD! 95 gaM & | 31l Y31t SR H ofd SHDBT Ugal ol o1
T, A ASSl IR TS &Y | 39b Ugel AT YU T3l St A 39 ¥ed WM HT Igare H foar o1 | 3=
IR ol B! YB3 &, b1 I8 9gd o ST g | T 3 H1eqd ¥ A ol Jl ot I AN Rl §




foh 59 R fa—Iw e fo ST, T[urax srest g) SR 3t S w1 SreRT @, AT &, 39 31e 1 Pi Fifgd
3aiY & IR QRT fhar oIy |

JUIfT Aeiedr, § 30k HIeqH ¥ IROR F A HRT § [ ST de I BIBHS, - TR
&I S AT AT DI GIGRIDHRUI HRIAT O 9gd a1 SMaaD ¢ | H T BT § b 39 B DI L33
1 SE 3R U (AT 3rafy # 39 11 &I [T HRE1 oL |

TUIRT AeiedT, Sl J Udh T WS URATfad 6, o &1 dgd ol i I g1 § 3R 3faft
e fHa! o1 IUHT G3TaST o (0dl 6T & | ST & THH fhaH1 DI ATaol Tal {7 Ui g iR
g1 -Te1, foradh fore fora TR eRAT-UeRH Y R E 3 |

JUTafa Tetear, # 3mud Areny § T3t off § A7 a1 § fob I8 N Iaifad RS 8, 399 Ja9
Ugd [l &1 ! SHIAT &1 F3MTasT &aT oe 3R 39 1 & Ue i srafyy o v foar o |
gg SHed & ot §gd &1 Mava® ¢ |

14.11 hrs (Shri Krishna Prasad Tenneti in the Chair)

O 1Y B b1 ot garmaen Yt fGama S | AR, SR SId H <= & aHH Agaqul o
St SHfed A 9 381 ff, 3 PRI ST & JHT A §¢ Us § | 7 3D A1end I AF ¥ F#3l off o
SIRIY AT AT § 1o DRI BT H o DI ol He@yul ¢ A, SHfgd o fore sma=ges off, ot foh s
B SIS &, IP! T IAT oY |

AR YOe &5 H ol Ush < srfiedt dhe 9 Td Xa! AT | et dhe ¥ HHQR B Ufafe S arel!
SR, FoTHehT FHeR 14221 YT, 98 i 81 715 § | 98 SHied & AU §gd SIS § | 39 ¢ Bl 9,
fobar ST |

ATIIaR, BAR T &7 H e & Sart T ¢d BT ¥eld WH YT | 3 5 ¢d 7 39 ¢
D! JHISATG Yo f3aT T | gR =7 3R a1 § I61 M 8, i Ha o 1Y He-1 Us 381 ¢ [
e & SR R ¢d BT ol Yad W U, I §¢ o feur mar g, o P emd Mg a St &
T o fIds § | AgaR, § s J1eH ¥ A Ft off I H HA1 918dl § o 3 Rk ¢d
Sff 9 QR 21 3R g1 § qHISdIG &1 UT6 UgrT g, THISIaIG &1 ®edHl & g, Uel fear g | 39
T & RAATs I8 H1H a1 77 § SafiT St T Sied! 39 I0d WXH P Iardl oY, difes 3]
FHM, SR HRA ST I1el &1 TRBR = T HR a1 T 8§, 39 g7 RA1fUd foran 9 |

AR, SHUS 3ieaT & Telad Yad W 8 | Tgad UM 9471 &9 3 34 91d IR TR
T ST AT | 3 W[ $I 81 9gd WRIE ¢ | I8 U1 & U BT Sdoid a1 § | HHAIRA! & I8 Bl
Ao 718! &, WTATag BT ol -1g! § 3R ReaeH &1 HraeR Hit 78! §, Siafd 98 W dgd R &
| 3P AT I8t TR I 8IHR Uh Jd §-71 U7 | 98 U i g, Afde Il el TWBR &1 39H 31
TR g | H 3T AT I A HdT § (b Jierad H o R §71 URanad g, 39 Sleal ¥ Sleg]
T T ST 3R HHATRE! & Xg+ & o8 &f A1 | 981 TR 311 & 38T &, S9PbT B Wi SH1gan g
| 39 I9Y 981 R a-IR HIRI Tgd Ht €, Afp- 98T IR ISt UeT 8 Tobd! & 39t 39 &H &f o
Sleal ¥ Sled] ORT fohd1 ST |




SFUE RN H ¥dd e TW-AT 130, ATad W ORI &1 9971 fq3Tawae g | a8 Udnfad Ht
2, AP 3o T I R doic Tdfed Tl fbar T g | AraR, H 31U A1eH I IRBR I JiTT Hd]
g fob 3aeT &1 Ui qr1 fhar S |

S AT 12226 Hthad YIRWGRE TR, foeel! o T oriTe 3R TG ¥ Iads (et
d S aTell e 8, ForgerT 38-1d TR Y9y & Thoiae 3ied & YAd WM, I/l 3R SR H
BT SHf 3MTa=T® § | H 3T H1eqH ¥ fde -1 a1gal § (b 98! IR 39 <1 &1 68x1d [l o |

AR, TRITSTIS] XM & Jd o =1d A1a1 ¢ | 981 IR & 9 GaHR TR 1T g I910¢ 39 Jd I
D1 QX1 {1 ST, difds il & STarTeE- | fohdt TR Bt Srgfaen 8! ol |

AIaR, Y9 S dHH ANl & U1 Ydd fede & 3iRer & g Jermn et st 8, afsa &
3T HIHH ¥ BRI AT BT 9184l § b TH! SgaRAT HI og foh ot +f gAR AFHIT 9ew, 918
1 & & g1, I8 AU & B, 39 U ¥d fehe - H HRaM & ol TR-IR By 3irdl 8, dfh
HBH T8l gl & SUTT 3TYPH ATLHH I VT aRIT Bt oY, ORI 371 fedhe - H 81 I |

AR, U 4 39 Ag@yUi 91 H sl o 1018 I9d fear, 39 o # ST §gd SMTHRI§ |

*m18 &} BT ATAAHI F<CR) : AT IHURT Heled, H AR UL H3t St &) ¢=aare 1 =gl
g 5 3w & foer & o ShReaaR &1 9gd STavgddl I8! & 3R 39 dolc # 331+ SIRETR R
IRy e e § | A} STt & fa g WRd S & Wdhed I, Y4 &1 T8 Fole, R H3 &I U Hid
HT IR I ad g1 |

eIy, 3R §H Yad & fUSd < IIal & B &1 aal-oil 48 df ¥ad 3 89 g9 et o
YYD B fBU§ | H AT X Ft St ! Y=IaTE &1 a1l § 1o 381 59 Jole H IR o= &I &M
TGd g, §HA 3T © b et 3l & o1e Yot ) uefkai el off, agi it Yot ) el foeE 1 F |
S{TSTE & ST 3 81 H 31,180 fhaHICR BT =141 b ST 7T &, Sl 7o IR RS ferdT HeTgd & AT
SRIER § | T8 {1 HIct off & g & 37961 & g3 § | 3MWel P §Ic ¥ad ¢b &b IR § 79 Sy
garn, ® 71 % § 77 U1, 98T R AN A A Dt Uil Tel et Y | 39 9R 3811 &el fh Aidl S &
3 & d1g 1Y 3% 3R SHL.HIHR, T8 d% ¥ad & Yeidl gH <@ & fial | 98 AH-1g Te Hal
A1t ot 1 fawm § | et 716t At uer Tt A off &1 fam § for anfat ot gfaens «f foreeh =gy
| I B /A §U I 1337 U 3T ASdaUdc & Yad & Uoidey = BT §, 3TH @RT of off
TIRUIE & ol UR ¥ed &1 i fiet =iy | g8 Al off ST dded § |

3R # gUlt &1 910 e, | T BIcT At a1 H& df o U gofi 10a A | 381 Pal o1 fb gd
Ugd Wifedl ¥ g ¥ 3R MM 0 g6d ¥ | JUIT IRER & T G/ H Yad &1 Rt 240 forae @t off
| e AT g HEt AT St & Aqa | 89 &9 aul § 2650 fawd @ft €, difes Sep! aHE da
SR TS J& | Ig A A Sht prfas 3 |

ey, 39 §oIc | Xad @I 9gd 981 Joic (a1 741 8, TTHIT 2 TG 65 BOIR 200 HRIS TTY HT
golc feor mar g, e Werw ¥ oM ard fadl # Yad # erydyd uRadd grm | 3R H Rt
Safaeihh R BT IaER g, a‘rqqﬂu%w Iqd & Hrerd J R 5,588 fhaier &1 ¥dd &1
ST R BT HTH 3T UT, At TSI B! DR & HAGIA H 37 a8 § 44,199 fhadiex &1

Ad BT ZAfae bR BT HIH gAT § | I0d & Sallae bR BT 10 7T HIH S 10 Tl H gl & 3R




ATAR Ye1d &1 We g 61 8, Hefiferdtar ag 36t § | 98t 16, 8 a2 URd T T gs &, 78 a HRd
TR U YE 38, T aP [P A5 a¢ URA N M A LI MU E | T DI TI}W® | SR
H et W ot Ydd Wiew g, 981 W T R3S S35 § | 39 ary-urd R=guaa o # of ¥aq A
Tgd IR B fHTF |

AT QYU Agiey, H SaR 9 Sl § | SR faeve Rict 3w §fearg | Hagi o g | &
g T I1edl § fb $aR 3R 3eR & SMY-UN, 3ATSIE! & d1G 3d B -o! gU &, off 34 &9 a8
AT A ot T g HYAI HgU § |

R IeTeRUI g T 31t SR T Tsar Yaddrs &1 &TH Id 8T 8, SeR I S8 BT B Id
YT ], ATRIC U YT T3 &1 H1H °d 8T ¢ 3R JgUciied Yadarg seR ¥ 7HTs, forget [iv auf 9
DI TR A | 20 TR BRIS TUU B 3 1o B AT GUTHAT STt - Wigpd fopan € | 399 A1 3R
T3y H g1 91 fhaiiier ¢ &1 {8 & 81 ST | $9% g5 & d1¢ U -1 RalegRH gl SlTe, I8
A g ot &1 faw | |

AR 3R § T Ye7d TYH o1 Regaudc g1 38T 2, deidrs Y0d ©H & Redauic g1 w2 |
gqd 3fATal, o Y IR €, 3T au H, IS I § |

T 2eR o o Xa w9 A oft SR arear € | 9 2028 T IwH # Rig® U oA aran § | Rigwi
$HY DI & H WA gU, SER-3w Hel de YR ¢ IdTs ofie | H qHT AN &R WM E | G,
JTSTR TR, A, ¢dN, TR =i & U TH Aldhd ¢ Ials oI dIfet Fifd ¢fthd &I Alg el
BT | 3P AT, Tras 3R fowell de YR TR IaMT ey, I8 A AT § | R ¥ UeT, 3R 9
3R, TER U JaT 3R EER I GexIg ddb Sat o Ia-i deU | 98T o Ujord & g i g |

14 3{Ud D ITST lod SHTSHR Sff I el & | &R HR & HGI a8 A &, T Hb HRIP I
1t AT 311 € | ST # AT T3t S ¥ e ST o Sidg @y oidd! IR =iy ¢ gelms o |

AR AT € HIfAS & Ugd MIHYRT ¥d W W ¢ vdba AT, S HIfdg & &g 81 T8 | A
S O O A § T Pifas & T S MaHqRT § 3d bt oY, 3@ fhr I Semard 9 |

A YU ot & fadRId HRA & Hahed 1 IR H | ¥ [T §RT S 1 fhd T3 &,
T IUD! RIS HRAT § 3R 3 Fole B IS HATE |

Ygdiq |
FUR et RR¥m - A gufa off, § Ydd & S6ic B gd 91l W T8l S gt My

esteemed colleague, Varsha ji, has already dwelt on those things regarding the Railway Budget. The main
concern is the issue of railway safety. § THII § b TR <= P 39 dR H a1 & | Sa- SA1aT Xad
TRiTScY 81 3% &, orad U1 &Ta § fob 1T YAd &1 3(UHT dole WIT 81 381 §, 98 fUsd urd ¥ 39
T d M IGT 8 | YAd W& HIY T g8 aRd FIS 3UY H J Had &l 8ok HRls SUT fa § | 399
U R HY & fam S

ay 2023 H TIHT 200 ¢ TRISCH 81 gob & | 98 2024 P BT A &1 18 ¢ URITScH gU U |
IRBR Y01 AR fORY e[ ¢ | 9fF DR AR BT UGy Bl 8, af I9d JET Bt 3R Ay &=




far ST SR 39 e &I UIST 3R dgM BT YA HY dlfs b Sl ST dardl o b Td ¢
TRITScH B 4 HH 8l 9o, 39 IR fory &= fear s =g |

o 3o I AT @Y ST el TR | 37U AT & fo wet 8 fob SiAE vieieew g,
TR TIEE | 3T 14 Tolaed & IR H Hel g | T 378 Gl Wioided & aR | 3UhT &

3THT HAT AR |

W, TATR-AEITG arl YGRT, TRTIURTG YAd ATS $I AN 9gd WA § | s Solel J 39
ioiae & AR H o7k B gd1 § | Afch g &1 a1 I8 & 1o 191 81 Sl ©, Clich] B1H Bt Y[eSMTd Ta!
Eﬁ?‘ﬂ%’ I s%lab aR ﬁ, GRS foree 7 +ff fear %’, QT the progress has shown as zero. AT HAT S O 3G
¢ T su@! ok oY &M <, 9% U R AT § | S o urY, ROR-Rar Yad @gq iR off sarar
Heaqul & ifh I8 aram PRSI | 3MRIST 90 IS & Tt Ueh Hequl RIM @ | J87 ¥ HR ¥ 3R
faeen & +f @ ond § | Sufere A A B o fRUR-Ran =18 Yaa a1z, S U R A7 8, B QR
DY |

3T+ WW%, but this is also showing zero per cent progress. &HWWWWWW
G |

W, 3R &H ST B d1d Bx, al [eTR-RRA-BISTeH] Xd A8 Bt HiT t 9gd R € | T8
ae 3t ao RITTA TSI g3 © | 3 XA A1 &I 31U Sad Hifod | 39 IR TRAT I X 57 WAl off I
RE W &, 9 ST 331 IR Y dIbWB § | 37d: 31U U] ST DH DT B UY B |

1Y g, Aedh-Maml-RaR Ya a2 &t Hf safci ST A 8 | 39 39 gFi aig9 & aR |
A= el 8, O U 39 R ot o foriw e ¢ |

W, YA AeR-YATS! XA A2 &1 H Tgd WA AR | 31 39 W off eam € | 39 i &
AW AN § | H WA E o 14 T T & Wi A €, 5t 3muept fore o o1 83 © | Afde 379 iRl e
U feaT 38T 8, T § Ueh Ui U, U § &) U U | 31T HUT 39! 31 9¢15T | 3TY gac
37 P 910 B § [ 98 Th TR-TIS I 7 | 3R 3P & &1 TS i 218 81 9T, O 2 &l 5gd
WG] SR, SRATON &I 9gd BGI 8N | IR, 715 ¢4 & AT ¢ | gRATIN & Y d¢ URd ¢ L&
B oY | fewett ¥ SfipR 3R dShTe ¥ Rrar arr Hiesst, arr Hiewst R w8 & R wR =8, afesa
gl A 1§ 4fe=ST gid gU Ig ¢+ RIRm 31U | S9feiT, 31U $ud1 d¢ URd ¢ = B |

W, feIR &l Tre HINSR A SNST WY | §ART f8UR T Sienfiis &7 7 | afe I8 e HIRSR T
SIS, @ IR SR YR DI DI BrAal ghTl |

TR, YA P S SHH B, TP 31T 99 Tl b IS WS I8 8, SNB-NE ¢} ¢ | H faRw =u d
Tl R & IR o g1 Iigih | SHRT RRYT &1 ol Yad T €, T8 ¥Ad 1 9gd o H © 3R 984
Ugd T 3 | 3MMY ITYH! TP 3T &7 § STAU B Jbd o | 37 gRATN TRBR & Iy e 39
SadT B Jahd A, Afp 30 Had 32 FRIS SUT H YT ¥ed WIH &1 Ig STHIA ¢ & | ITDT 31
300 HRIS A ¢ far M1 3R 98T AIdbe 99 @ § | T §H 3BT 98k SWHTA Tal B Johd U2 MY
D5 T HeR §1 ¢d, ¥ad o [ BIg <=1 Yex &1 <, dlich 8HR | Bl agl 311 o [l ASHIR o
1Y IUAs Bid, for et 4 a8t ¢ & | dfch 3= 34 Arhe | o7 faar | Yad wiucd! 9gd deiil

ﬁqﬁ% | <=1 W ¥d & U Al Uh S STHI % | T think, after Defence, Railways is probably the biggest




land owner in the country. 3T0 &y HIdbe H YAd B SHIM Pl Sd g2 IE dl AU ¢, TH dgd Jal
AT |

TR, 3T S T BT SR, Wd, WK eaH 3G & U ST B T ¢ | 34 37 SHA!
IR UTR] ST Johd §, 3T GBI 81 hdT § | Afdh 39 aRE HIdbe §-H & o8 34 THIAT BT oaq
&1 1 HBIAG] 82 a8 Ht HTdhe S84 8, a1 Saral 9d 81 8, Rad S¥cc &1 99 U1 gadT § | 31a:
ERECISIRH WW@WWEW@ &9 I XMW | It is not easy to acquire land today.

This land is also with the Railways. Why are they letting it go like this? L UX HU hUIT &1 gIfoTg |

WR, T wrex <) fexat # de T § | 39 e % % o1 et qd R § U Yad Siiarfa
3R g1 SfSRMaS S &1 °Uiyon &1 715 ot | AfpH, Tt onft dis H™ 81 81 X8T ¢ | Foe-araur, et
nfgwd dias & A &1 ot = 81 g&1 8, 981 a6 Ul Bied W AaRE, Pic I8 3R
HITYR HIedh WSS ST SIHT URalfad § | 3 forg gRAm R Pt 3R I o=RIRT ot
3afed @1 18 Y, dfee snit 9 et fAfor w1 3RE 81 go § | A Hat off, HUAT 34U 39 W
IRy =0 T &= ST | 3R 31U Sieg, 81 39T AT H1Y Y& HRATG, A1 dgdR 8T |

W, TH e TaUd ¢ afdaT § faeett o fore gl § | 391 Ugd I &1 9y 9gd $i@d
T | 981 & IS Aihd AT, oY FHraiar g, RRAT 8, 39 ¢ § 311-571 I&hd 3, Al SUHT HY 96
faT | 31d 98 T 5:45 W T ¢ | TRT SHTUY TR § b 39 ¢ &1 Ugd DI dvg 7:40 W HR 7 Y
dTfs STararel, RRET & I &1 BRIl 81 O | 33t ke gHaISIG-dex, Sl fh U ITdled ¢ g,
SHT WUl HUAT 1Y Hraiare § [ 3R T 75 ¢ Praiara 9 R, fUR d® R gag 8 T
Il 39 QR &3 &l 9gd-agd Braal gh |

W, 9gd A1 91d €, H Sa1a1 TG 81 ot H ST 4=adg Hal § 3R | [odd &9 § A
Tt ST 1 ¢ gt | 9gd-9gd Y=IaTg |

*m20 Y =T ST g IR (@TE) : Ty, T Ut urdf RRia I Bt 3R W XA HACI DT el
DA a8 2025-26 TR T ST GG E | G 714 ¢ fob T Folc H XA & [ahN 3R Yo &
foTe Us AE@yUl Ugd &1 T8 § | A GUTHEE Sff & Add § A1 39 W WG off 3 I8 Ugd o
¢ o T8 w2 el T a0 & ey H fora-1 wrd 81 g3, I S AT dwig off & SrieTd | g g |
H 39 fore ST SifiFed BT g |

HEICY, ¥ & SMYHDHIBRUT & fog Fofe | 2.52 TR HRIS TUY 3fdfed fhu U €, o fs s
qy &1 gaT H 31HAYd 9fa € | 3R a8 2014 T T FoIc DI Joi-T DX ol Jg Folc 4 7T 31w § | 3Tl
G-I auf # IWHR 100 3T HRT WM, 50 TH YR ¢ 3R 200 d¢ YR ¢~ dIR SN | T§
§olc YR & YeTd 3R HERTY & fabr & ot U Agayuf dad 8 | 39 doic H HERIY &l Jed SHfdd
23,778 BRIS BT BT IoIc 1 3HIde Hel &, S T & IdAd & g-ral gid B =73 71 < | HERTY 3fdl
% d-UTa=Id X faggaie~ul U - ardl T o § | S99 Sl & 9ad 3R Uil SR J
TGS BT | 9N 2014 F 37d b 2,105 fbenHiex % Yeid dre faarll 7% & | 3fbel HERIP H 132 Yeld
W P 3 W & ¥U H [awmRyd fear s g1 | | IR g4 &5 | fiaars, srapdl, aaia, dFmae,
Jdd SIaRH ¥ad WY B 3d HRd ¥ad wxH H Wfid frar o | 3§ 39 ugad WA aR gl §
3R 3§ it AT W XET § [ TR 19 &3 § oid 3R Rd YAd T DI 3 T | KM fhar sime




| 39 Soic T DT I@IG 8! (a1 741 8, <ids] Gag ¥ GAT db oI+ aTall g AN e SATa] ATamiTd
HRA AT AT § | TR AN © foh Fold IR "R WM & 3d YR W H | o s af FHfya 9
A1l 1 Gfayr grft | TISIT A & GRM HERIY | ¥eid ¢ a0 &Y 50-60 =i fbaiier @
AR 183 fhaiHer ufday &= fear mar g |1 99 2014 F 316 b 40 TOIR fhaHeR A 3Hfdd o AR

&1 faggdia fordT T § | S9% T1Y 1 W1 YR XAd Bl ¢ SIRT Bra- Soqord DI fa=m & doft 9
SEATSTIET g |

IR SHoll Td Ta Sl &b TANT § IAd B Sl FHRar o Ffigd a1 ST @M 8 | s 9R Y9
§olc T NN §idT &, Qoo HIh! THT &1 ofF & a1g Hi STHH TR IR S TF a) gl g |
99 ¥ T4 Tg! grar, St S IfIUgur o7 Yaar e 31T 8, P IR TSN T8l fiem & HRur
ITdl 9 HTH = el 81 UTdl & 3R g IR Iod WHR § TgaNT g fHaar g | TR g9 & § a8
2017 H o ¥ AT oft R TY 2, 99 R 3R Y ¢ &1 INon B 15 off | g WRBR A I WO &
ot 3R ot § 9T vy Ht foar o7 fesT St ST = 8§17 HRUT TRRT R Ari1 A gl &1
g | T3 o AT O aTel 98 A1 e ool I AT &1 JH a1 aTal 98 AR ¢ | afd 98 AF o+ dl
P = 9§ am1 A are At B ed e | I S dEadr 9 died oF addt § | SR
FA S T GUR A Tg e A R | AHs IR I AW IR A AT Al qAUeR 2 901
g ¢ & PRI T8 | 3¢ o Bl AIdhd ¢ 8¢ 811 & HRUI Hs HHAR], ARGANY 3R WHd o dd
S DI BIH! IR BT AHAT AT TSl & | T TR0 BT § [ SUex & 9Hg AHae I A1 db
S aTelt ¢ 3¢ ol Idms oY | Udd ¥ Hoid & ard 101 AN o+ 38T & | TR g1d &F § X &1 &
ST 707 TRUKE U9dd § 99 38T ¢ | Ife 0-ad ¥ G d ol A § X1 8, Hoid I aFradl de SR
<P FGMT oY 3R AHEal ¥ IAT db dRR 3R A1 ¢ &1 S fhdl ST, < Tad 3§ A1 O1 ab
WRE ¢ Ht I Tdhd € SR Sl 791 TRUIC &4 &1 &, S fod off izt &1 gfaen frerht | gias,
q9dd, T H I8 aTal @ S IIo! I 63 |, 3 graeT et |

HEIGd, Udd ¥ g dd ol Al d o gadl g | ddbRiad U ad ¥ S aRg aiT ST 395
AT HRA @ <lfch 31 WA IR YfAUT3f BT 3{HTd B | HERTY WHR $I Rgeh! Toldh 7 €W 91T &
3R O3 gfaums Rrsw! &t § | H e axdl § & Rsd! & I fiaw 3ma ail &1 Yfaum uaH &
|

HEICd, G & Pe e H ¢1d ¢ gad! § | IR TgT AR W 219 ¢ I § | -k ¥ o aral
eI ¢ DI Ugd &l B¢ TId o difth 31d T i 8¢ TId & | T8 8 91 &F 1 & Hiid yded 3
g | T =M &xan g s ¥ faum 39 fawa o &9 <t a o aral ies! &1 giar fieh | gxr 8 o
TIRUICH R AUy et €, 99 g% Y0d TF WR gadT ¢ 3R Alsd WA S &1 HH A"
gy WA S & g | ¥a T | fohan g, 39 fore # sifiFe srar € | fafew &ra ¥ =ed o )
3R Tt ¥ R WehHa R $ig giaur T&1 of, afee At ot & @ & ¥a dara A Rufa § gur
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SHRI MURASOLI S. (THANJAVUR): Hon. Chairman Sir, Vanakkam. ?Both our life and riches, is our Tamil that
never fades; Blow this aloud, our Conch-shell.? I am deeply saddened about the Railway Budget of our
country as a Member of Parliament belonging to Tamil Nadu. I can cite the reason for this unhappiness.
You have been providing excess funds or funds in abundance to States like Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat. We do not object. But you are giving very less amount to Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu earns more
revenue to the Railway Ministry among the southern States of the country. If you provide one train service
to Tamil Nadu, with the revenue generated from this one train service, you can provide 3 additional train
services to other States of the country. I do not know why the Union government has been ignoring Tamil
Nadu. We ask for more funds. We demand new train services. We ask for one-minute stoppages. We, Tamil
MPs have been demanding these inside Parliament time and again. We even meet Hon Union Minister of
Railways in person and put-forth our demands for his consideration. We even meet the Chairman of
Railway Board and the General Manager of Southern Railways. But reasons better known to them, Tamil
Nadu has been ignored time and again in the Railway Budget. You are our Minister for Railways. You are

our Prime Minister.

As an MP from Tamil Nadu, I want to register my pain and condemnation to the Union Government
which is not paying heed to our demands but choose to ignore them. We are not blaming this government.
We want that Railway catering service should be of good quality. There is no quality food served in trains.
Rail passengers contact us over phone and express their inconvenience. They say that the toilet facilities are
not hygienic and up to the mark. Hon Union Minister should not think that this is just said in order to
blame the Government rather it is said in the interest of the rail passengers. 1 request that quality food
should be served besides having clean and hygienic toilets. If you see between the years 2014 to 2024 there
were 678 rail accidents. On an average 68 rail accidents take place in one year. Government should do
something to prevent such accidents. During the last 3 years Rs. 38 crore has been provided as
compensation to victims of rail accidents. In Railways, you are giving importance to AC coaches. Similarly
in order to provide importance to poor and middle-class people, I urge upon the Ministry of Railways that
Non-AC Coaches and Unreserved Coaches should be operated in excess numbers. Women?s safety is of
prime importance. Recently a pregnant lady was sexually harassed and since the lady protested this act, she
was thrown out of the running Train between Coimbatore and Tirupati. I urge that the Railway Ministry
should ensure women?s safety in all the trains. Railway officers are appointed by the Union Government. |
request that the Officers of the respective States knowing the local languages or the language spoken in that
State, should be appointed in that particular State. In every station of Tamil Nadu, we say we are Tamils

and we speak Tamil language. ?Tamil everywhere and Tamil in everything? is our motto.

Every day we Tamils face problems in every railway station. From purchasing railway tickets to every
other thing, we face problems in railway stations. We the rural people in Tamil Nadu ask for train tickets by
speaking in our mother-tongue, Tamil. But some of those Officials in the Railway Department do not
understand the local language, Tamil. I therefore urge that Railway Officers knowing Tamil should only be
appointed in Tamil Nadu. You are operating trains like Vande Bharat. We do not deny. Similarly,

Antyodhya trains should be operated in additional numbers for the benefit of poor rail passengers. MPs



from Tamil Nadu have been requesting for many railway projects for Tamil Nadu. Senior citizens were
provided concessions on rail fare earlier. But now you have denied them this concession. We want that the
concession given to Senior citizens should be restored. We also want several new rail routes for Tamil
Nadu. There are several long pending demands in this regard. Demand relating to Dindigul?Sabarimala rail
route is pending for long. I urge that this demand for a new rail route between Dindigul and Sabarimala
should be fulfilled soon. The demand for a rail route between Palani and Erode is also pending. Similarly,
Thanjavur-Ariyalur, Thanjavur?Pattukkottai; Mannargndi? Pattukkottai are the new rail routes which are
unfulfilled. I want that these new rail routes should be created. Old line between Thanjavur and Viluppuram
should be converted as a double line. We have been insisting upon the Union Government for converting
this line into a double line. I urge that this doubling work should be completed. I have been demanding for
new rail routes for my Thanjavur parliamentary constituency. There was a special train operated in the
name Tiruchy?Tambaram Express for three months. There was a good revenue through this train. But you
stopped this train service citing reasons attached to Mahakumbh. I met Hon Railway Minister and
submitted a list of such discontinued trains. Tiruchy- Tambaram Express gave you a good revenue. We
want that train service to be continued. Kamban Express train was functional between Pattukkotti and
Peravurani. This train was stopped for the last 10 years. This is a pertinent demand of the people of my
Thanjavur constituency. I urge that Kamban Express train service should be restored. Tuticorin is an

important city in Tamil Nadu.

We have been asking for a train service between Tuticorin and Mumbai for long. We MPs of Tamil
Nadu have been demanding for new train routes, new rail facilities, etc. We had a meeting with Hon.
Minister of Railways along with the Leader of DMK Parliamentary party. We submitted all our demands
pertaining to Tamil Nadu. But not even one single demand of ours has been fulfilled. We asked for one-
minute stoppages for several trains. We approached the Chairman of Railway Board. We even met the
General Manager of Southern Railways and urged to fulfil our demands. The GM of Southern Railway
gave us a reply after receiving our letter. He said that only the Chairman of Railway Board can decide on
this issue. Then we once again met the Hon Chairman of Railway Board and urged for one-minute
stoppage for Tambaram- Senkottai Express train at Athiramapattinam and Peravurani. We raised our voice
for having a stoppage of Jodhpur train in Needamangalam. We are asking for several such stoppages and
when we ask for such stoppages, the GM of Southern Railways puts the onus on the Chairman of Railway
Board and the Chairman in turn insists upon us for meeting the Hon. Minister for Railways with such
demands. I therefore urge that the Union Government without ignoring the interests of Tamil Nadu, should
provide the required new rail routes, new railway facilities, and one-minute stoppages for the benefit of the

people of Tamil Nadu. Thank you.
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SHRI KALYAN BANERJEE (SREERAMPUR): Thank you, Chairperson Sir. First of all, I see that there is a declining
budgetary allocation, which is a red flag for growth. The overall Railway budget has seen a decline from
Rs.2.92 lakh crore in 2023-24 to Rs.2.65 lakh crore in 2025-26, a drop of over nine per cent. Moreover, the
financial year 2025 Budget allocation remains stagnant failing to address rising inflation, increased
operational costs, and the urgent need for network expansion. A reduced budget not only slows down the

implementation of crucial projects but also impacts service quality and safety.

Passenger amenities are on a downward spiral. The allocation for customer amenities, which include
maintaining station infrastructure, toilets, ticketing services, and other passenger-centric improvements, has
continued to decline from Rs.15,510 crore in FY 2024-25 to 12,118.39 crore in FY 2025-26. This signals a
clear neglect of passenger welfare in a sector that caters to millions daily. Inadequate passenger facilities

have long been a pain point, and this budget does little to address the gaps.

There is a freight corridor Investment cut, which is a blow to the Railways? future. The Dedicated
Freight Corridor Corporation of India, a critical PSU responsible for enhancing the efficiency of freight
movement, has suffered a drastic budget cut, from Rs.5,499 crore in FY 2024-25 to just Rs.500 crore in FY
2025-26. This 90 per cent reduction severely impacts India?s vision of shifting freight transport from roads
to rail, which is crucial for reducing carbon emissions and logistics costs. The Government?s claim of

boosting freight efficiency thus rings hollow.



The Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor in West Bengal has stuck in limbo despite land handover.
The Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor stretch in West Bengal continues to be a non-starter in spite of land
acquisition having been done by the State Government and Government land settled with the Railways.
The Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC) is one of the largest infrastructure projects from Ludhiana
in Punjab to Dankuni in West Bengal that stretches about 1839 kms. The first two segments of the EDFC
have already been completed and commissioned. The work in the third segment from Sonnagar in Bihar to
Dankuni in West Bengal is yet to be commenced and has been pending more than 12 years. This is in spite
of substantial land acquisition having been completed and the Government land also settled with the

Railways.

There is a weak financial health, which is a systemic issue. The Indian Railways? average revenue
expenditure over the last decade has consistently stood at 99 per cent of its revenue income, leaving it with
a meagre one per cent surplus to fund capital expenditures internally. The revenue surplus has fallen
sharply from Rs.4,913 crore in 2006-17 to Rs.3,260 crore in 2023-24.

There is employee-and-labour unrest and growing discontent. There is mounting dissatisfaction
among railway employees and labour organizations regarding the 2025-26 budget. The National Federation
of Indian Railwaymen has termed it disappointing, citing concerns about privatization, lack of new

recruitment, and neglect of workers? welfare.

This Budget fails to provide clarity on Dearness Allowance hikes or permanent employees?

opportunities exacerbating job insecurity in an already sulking workforce.

Sir, as per the Budget Estimates, the net earnings/revenues target was Rs. 2,800 crore and the
achievement was Rs. 1,341.31 crore. As regards the number of manned LCs removed during the financial
year 2024-25, the target was 1,100 and the achievement was 389. In 2024-25, for the total length of line

doubling, the target was 2,900 kilometres but the achievement was 1,134 kilometres.

As regards the number of stations upgraded, the target was 453 but the achievement was one. As
regards the number of ROBs/RUBs constructed during the financial year 2024-25, the target was 1,100 and
the achievement was 669. With regard to the closure of manned level crossings, the target was 1,100 and
the achievement was 497. Out of 187 new lines project, the target was 20,199 kilometres but the

achievement was 2,855 kilometres.

As regards doubling of multitracking of 261 projects, the target was 19,570 kilometres and the
achievement was 6,218 kilometres. With regard to the safety works related to Level Crossings (LCs), the
target was Rs. 710 crore and the achievement was Rs. 476 crore. To develop stations under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme, the target was 453 stations and the achievement was one station. With respect to
the Revised Estimates for training and Human Resource Development, the target was Rs. 197.52 crore and

the achievement was Rs. 130.50 crore.

The CAG has raised concerns about the quality, hygiene, affordability, and availability of food to

passengers, including the adequacy of catering facilities on stations and trains. The CAG also reported



financial losses of Rs. 2,604.40 crore for 2021-22 to the Indian Railways, citing issues like non-recovery of
loans, missed shunting charges, and GST non-compliance. Other flagged areas included unproductive

expenditures, and irregular contract awards.

From 2020 to 2024, over the last five years, 351 persons died and 970 people were injured in 200

consequential railway accidents, an average of three major accidents per month.

In 2024, 29 consequential train accidents occurred alone due to derailments, collisions, fires, and
level-crossing errors, resulting in 17 deaths and 81 injuries, including major accidents. Jamtara train
accident happened on February 28, 2024. Palgar goods carrier derailment happened on March 29, 2024.
Sirhind freight train accident happened on June 2, 2024. Kanchanjunga Express accident happened on June
17, 2024. Chandigarh-Dibrugarh train derailment happened on July 18, 2024.

On 227d January, 2025, 12 train passengers were killed after being struck by another train on an
adjacent track after they jumped from their coaches in panic to escape a rumoured fire incident and another

six other people were injured in Jalgaon.

Sir, 10 women and three children were among 18 people killed in a crowd crush at the New Delhi

Railway Station on 15t February, 2025 as thousands of Hindu pilgrims waited to board trains to attend the
Maha Kumbh Mela. This is a shame insofar as the country is concerned. Internationally, it has been seen
that the Railways has failed and the Railways? machinery has failed. The Minister of Railways has failed to

prevent this incident during Kumbh Mela. No assessment has been done. Nothing has been done.

Sir, now, I come to Budget Estimates. In 2010-11, the Budget Estimates were Rs. 41,426 crore. In
2025-26, the Budget Estimates are Rs. 2,65,200 crore. There has been a 6.4-times increase.

Now, let us see the fall-out. In 2010-11, the route kilometres of the railways were 64,015 kilometres.
It was very less. In 2025-26, it was 69,181 kilometres, which was increased only by 1.08 per cent for long
15 years.

As regards the railway employees, in 2010-11, there were 13,28,199 employees, that is, 43.02 per cent
of the Central Government employees in the Railways, in 2010-11, when Ms. Mamata Banerjee was the

Railway Minister.

Now, there are 11,72,240 employees, roughly 28 per cent of the Central Government employees.
This means there is a reduction in the employment of over 11.75 per cent. The operating ratio in 2010-11
was 91.1 per cent. In 2025-26, it is 98.9 per cent. The key financial metrics reflects that the Railways
earned more profit in 2010-11 than in 2024-25. The statistics says this.

Now, I come to passenger amenities/service. In 2010-11, it was Rs. 1,302 crore. In 2025-26, the
allocation to passenger amenities has been reduced to Rs. 12,118 crore from Rs. 15,510 crore in 2024-25.
Except big cities, drinking water, toilets, passenger services like sitting arrangements, cleanliness, platform

shelters, restrooms, luggage rooms, especially food and beverage options, and particularly safety are



undermarked. No focus has been given on improving crowd management to prevent any untoward

incidents.

To provide clean and fresh water, the Railways owned six plants in 2010-11. Now, in 2025-26, the
Railways owned only four plants. Sixteen are operational plants and 12 plants are in PPP mode. This has

decreased.

Sir, regarding upgradation of stations as Adarsh stations, 302 stations were declared as Adarsh
stations in 2010-11. This was renamed as Amrit Bharat stations scheme. Out of the proposed 1,337 stations,
the work started in 1,198 stations, and only six stations were developed in 2024. There is a big talk of big

target. It is a big speech but production is only six. What a production!

We have a saying in Bengali which conveys- much ado about nothing. So what if it is in Bengali? You
understood, right? That's enough. At least Bengalis should understand what is conveyed. All the Railway

Minister is doing, it's all much ado about nothing. That's what the people of Bengal need to understand.
Mountain has given birth to a rat.

As if they are saying, I don't want to progress. I don't want to go ahead in life, brother. I will remain

static. [ will only talk in rhetoric.

Now, I come to the multi-functional complexes. A total of 196 stations were identified for
development of multi-functional complexes. In 2024, the Indian Railways refocussed on developing multi-
functional complexes at various Railway Stations. No action has been taken so far for grant of lease of land

for development.

An average of 17,000 trains used to run in 2010-11. Now, in 2025-26, when Vande Bharat, Amrut
Bharat and many more trains are introduced, an average of 13,198 trains are there. In 2010-11,

approximately 17,000 trains were there. Now, we have 13,198 trains.

Now, I come to the issue of average carrying capacity of passengers per day. In 2010-11, about 23
million passengers were there. This included 11.99 million non-suburban passengers with 0.47 million in
reserved categories. Now, in 2025-26, after 14 years, they are standing in the same place. They are standing
in the place by saying I am here. What happened to the 23 million passengers? This is what the Railway

Minister says. I am standing in the same place. I will not proceed.

They are all talk and no action. They don't walk the talk. You were pining all your hopes on Rekhaji-
who seems to be quite the favorite of Modiji. But what happened with that?

In 2010-11, about 64,015 kilometres tracks were there. In 2025-26, it is 1,20,000 kilometres. But the
major problem faced by the Indian Railways is that the tracks are old and outdated. It lacks repair, and

maintenance of tracks and bridges is lacking.

A safety device system was introduced. Anti-collision detection and train protection warning system

was introduced in 2010-11. Now, in July, 2020, the Kavach system was officially adopted by the Indian



Railways as the National Automatic Train Protection System. Out of 15,072 locomotives, only 687 locos
and only 521 stations out of 7,461 railway stations are having Kavach Safety Protection System as of 2025-
26.

Regarding security of women passengers, in 2010-2011, Mahila Bahini comprising twelve companies
of women RPF personnel was introduced. It was renamed as Meri Saheli in October 2020. There is a

reduction of 12 companies from 700 RPF women personnel.
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Why aren't you letting me speak? Grow a thick skin to listen to the criticism. Otherwise, how will you

become a good minister? Please listen to the criticism.

Regarding welfare to railway employees, house for all the railway employees in the next ten years
with the help of Ministry of Urban Development was announced. In 2025-26, no such action is proposed.
The Central Staff Benefit Fund has been raised from Rs 350 to Rs 500 per employee.

Sir, I have a lot of things to say. In respect of gauge conversion, 856- kilometre lines were converted
during 2011. In 2024, 134-kilometre lines have been converted. Rs. 44 crore was the actual expenditure for
railway research in 2010-2011 and in 2025-26, Rs.27.17 crore is the actual expenditure for railway research

till January, 2025 against the allocation of Rs. 72.01 crore.

I am sorry, I was informally addressing you due to my habit of doing so during our personal

interactions.) Do not mind. Please, excuse me. I am very sorry for that.

Regarding development of Kashmir Rail, in respect of Quazigund-Anantanag section of Quazigund-
Baramulla railway line in Kashmir valley, construction of railway line from Udhampur to Katra and Katra
to Quazigund was started in 2011 when Ms. Mamata Banerjee was the Railway Minister. The Katra-Reasi
section of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link project is yet to start. This is the situation. The Rail

Minister 1s not here.

It has been said that special trains during Kumbh or other melas have been started. In 2011, the
Railways operated 130 pairs of additional special trains, which made 36,000 trips. About 21,513 special
trains were operated in 2024. Around 600 long distance special trains and around 1,000 short distance

trains were operated for Kumbh Mela for 50 days.

Sir, I am coming to the recruitment. It is very important. In 2010-11, filling up the vacancies of about
1.75 lakh posts in Group C post, Group D post and about 13,000 posts in Railway Protection Force was
done for the first time and induction of 16,000 ex-servicemen was made. Examination for 11,558 vacancies
in the Non-Technical Popular Categories including 8,113 graduate-level posts and 3,445 undergraduate-
level posts was conducted in 2024. There are 42,000 vacancies in Group D posts and 32,000 vacancies in
Group C posts. About 2.74 lakh posts in the Railways are lying vacant as of June 2023, with more than
1.57 lakh of them in the safety category.



Regarding special support to BPL and poor families, in 2010-11, Izzat Monthly Season Tickets priced
at Rs. 25 were issued to persons working in unorganised sectors with monthly income up to Rs. 1,500. In
2025-26, no such support has been approved by this Government. It even suspended the senior citizens?

concession.

Sir, I have to mention another important point. Data suggests that over 20,000 posts of Loco Pilot and
Assistant Loco Pilot have been lying vacant for years, leading to longer shift for train drivers and

potentially increasing the chances of human error.

Sir, in my earlier speeches also I mentioned it. A Shravani Mela is being organised in Sheoraphuli
which is in my constituency. Lakhs and lakhs of people of Sheoraphuli take the water from the Ganges and
go to Tarakeshwar temple which is 36 kilometers away from that place. The Tarakeshwar temple belongs to
Lord Shiva. There is a railway crossing. This is a very busy train line. If there is half-an-hour stoppage at
this line, lakhs and lakhs of people will have to suffer. I had requested the same to the hon. Minister earlier.
Today, this morning, also, I requested the MoS, but he gives a good smile but never keeps his promise. Sir,
this 1s very much needed. I request the hon. Railway Minister to look into the safety of lakhs and lakhs of
people. This is an issue of emotional sentiment of the Hindu people of West Bengal. Kindly, do it for those

who are taking the water from the Ganges, and going to Tarakeshwar temple.

Second, the Metro Rail has gone up to Howrah. I request you to kindly extend it up to Bandel, so that
we can also go. I have made this request many a time. Again, I am requesting with folded hand to the
Railway Minister to look into these problems of ours. You are a Minister. You do not go by the party or the
religion. I request you to do it for the people of this country. I request you to do something for us. If you do

not do, next time, [ will win by 2,50,000 votes. You cannot stop me. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI TANGELLA UDAY SRINIVAS (KAKINADA): Sir, the Indian Railways has been the lifeline of our nation,

connecting cities, industries and the people across the length and breadth of the country.

Under the visionary leadership of hon. Prime Minister Narendra Modiji, we have witnessed an era of
unprecedented transformation in the railway sector from the introduction of Vande Bharat trains, which
have made high speed comfortable travel a reality, to push for 100 per cent electrification, reducing our
carbon footprints and ensuring energy efficiency. The commitment to modernizing Indian Railways is

stronger than ever.

The dedicated freight corridors are another milestone, ensuring faster and more efficient
transportation of goods, boosting trade and industry. This year's Railway Budget for 2025-2026 continues
this strong commitment with an allocation of Rs. 2.55 lakh crore. I also take this opportunity to thank hon.

Prime Minister, and the Railway Minister for fulfilling some of Andhra Pradesh's long-pending demands.

The foundation stone for the South Coastal Railway Zone in Vishakhapatnam has finally been laid. It
1s a move that will improve administrative efficiency and accelerate railway development in this region.
The sanctioning of Amravati Railway Line is another crucial step towards ensuring better connectivity for

our capital region.



Additionally, Andhra Pradesh received Rs. 9,417 crore as allocation for railways this year, reaffirming

the Centre's commitment to our State's progress.

While we appreciate these achievements, it is imperative to prioritize a critical project that will

significantly boost Andhra Pradesh's economic growth and connectivity.

Hon. Chairmperson, our State, Andhra Pradesh, has one of the longest coastal lines in the country, yet
it lacks a dedicated coastal railway corridor that can seamlessly connect its key ports, industrial hubs, and
agriculture regions. This absence has been a major bottleneck for trade, logistics and passenger movement,

holding back the full economic potential of our coastal district.

To address this pressing need, I strongly urge the immediate development of the coastal railway line
from Annavaram to Bapatla, linking major coastal districts and ports, including the under-construction
Gateway Port, Kakinada Port, Machilipatnam Port, and Nizampatnam Port. A well-planned coastal railway
corridor will provide a seamless supply chain for agriculture produce, seafood exports, petroleum
industries and manufacturing units, reducing transportation costs, creating thousands of new employment

opportunities.

Additionally, with Andhra Pradesh's rapidly growing tourism sector, especially in the scenic regions
of Konaseema and Diviseema, a coastal railway line will encourage more tourism-driven economic

activities, benefiting local businesses and communities.

Sir, this project does not require a large-scale infrastructure development. The Kakinada-Kotipalli
railway line is already operational, and the Kotipalli-Narsapur section is under construction. To complete
this corridor, only a 30-kilometre new railway track is required between Gateway Port and Kakinada Port,
along with its railway link from Narsapur to Bapatla via Machilipatnam. This small yet crucial investment

will unlock massive economic potential for the region.

Sir, this project will also finally fulfil Kakinada's long cherished dream of seamless mainline
connectivity, unlocking new opportunities for growth and development. I urge the Railway Minister to
expedite this proposal and initiate a feasibility study at the earliest. The people of Andhra Pradesh cannot
afford further delays. A dedicated coastal railway corridor is not just a necessity but also Andhra Pradesh's
gateway to new economic evolution. While we focus on connectivity, we also look at the bigger picture,
that is, financial health of Indian Railways. The railway revenue is projected to go over Rs. 3 lakh crore in
the Financial Year 2025-26, with 62 per cent of earnings coming from freight services. However, coal alone
accounts for 52 per cent of freight revenue, making railway health dependent on coal transportation. As
India moves towards decarbonisation and renewable energy, coal demand will gradually decline, and this

will impact railway revenue.

Railways must diversify its freight sources. Andhra Pradesh, as one of the largest producers of
agricultural commodities, can play a crucial role in this shift. Railways must create specialised freight
corridors for agriculture produce, allowing faster and safer transport for perishable goods, grains, and

seafood exports. One major step in this direction is fast-tracking of the North-South Dedicated Freight



Corridor, which will boost freight efficiency and reduce logistical costs for the southern States like Andhra
Pradesh.

Hon. Chairperson, Indian Railways is the backbone of our development story and Andhra Pradesh
must be given its due share in this transformation. I urge the Government to prioritise the coastal railway
corridor, expedite the North-South Dedicated Freight Corridor and diversify freight movement beyond
coal. With these right investments and policy interventions, we can build a railway network that is future-

ready, climate resilient and truly a driver of Viksit Bharat. Thank you.

SHRI VE. VAITHILINGAM (PUDUCHERRY):Hon. Speaker Sir, Vanakkam. With the permission of Hon Leader of
Opposition Shri Rahul Gandhi, I wish to speak in this august House on the demands for grants pertaining to
Railways. I thank for this opportunity. Tamil Nadu stands in third place as regards allocation of funds to
departments in the Budget. The total allocation is to the tune of Rs 252000 Crore by the Union
Government. If we add the total revenue, then the allocation is to the tune of Rs 5, 64,300 Crore. Even

though such a big amount is spent, this is not helpful to the poor people of our country.

There are no enhanced facilities for the poor to have comfortable travel through trains. There is a
reason for my statement that when you go and see the unreserved bogies, many passengers are seen
travelling by hanging near the doors without getting seats to sit. This is very pathetic. In a place only one
person is supposed to travel, four persons are travelling. This shows how unevenly the services are being
offered to the rail passengers. As regards Non-AC coaches, the situation is worse and the same. For the last
5 or 6 years, Railways have not spent on these two aspects such as Unreserved and Non-AC coaches. Since
the services extended to the poor and middle-class people who travel in these Coaches are not considered

for up-gradation, the number of such passengers has seen a drastic reduction.

I urge that this Union Government should announce a Scheme for the benefit of poor and ordinary
people separately so that this chunk of our population will never remain neglected. They are spending a lot
on rail travel. Even after spending much, they are not provided sufficient services. These poor people are
forced to travel for 1000 miles and not for 1 or 2 miles with all such uncomfortable condition. They even
travel for longer duration more than 1 or 2 days. Our demand is that you should improve this situation. You
are not implementing this even under you Gati Sakthi network. This is a painful experience for us and for

the common people as well. You spend a lot. But the facilities are not enhanced.

There are no new rail routes. Only when new rail routes are laid, new facilities may be extended. You
have not even provided freight corridor facilities. Till date we have only two freight corridors in our

country, both in the northern

part of our country. There is not even one freight corridor catering to the needs of the southern part of our
country. Tamil Nadu which is pioneering State as regards industrial growth. But there is no freight corridor
either in Tamil Nadu or Karnataka or Kerala or Andhra Pradesh. We should connect all the southern States
and make as one freight corridor. This is a matter of great concern. During the year 2007-08, the operation
capacity of such freight corridor was 36 % which has been then reduced to 26% during the year 2020-21.

This is due to less number of facilities.



There is a big gap between the needs and the travel facility available. This sorry state of affairs is due
to mismanagement. I urge that there should be a separate freight corridor. Moreover there should be
separate corridor for trains like Vande Bharat. The speed of good trains remain at 30 km per hour. You have
not made any effort to increase this speed. It has only risen to just 4%. Moreover you have a set target of 50
km per hour to be achieved by 2030. But there is a big doubt whether you will achieve this target or not.

Only when you create separate freight corridor, you can achieve such targets.

I therefore urge you to act swiftly in this regard for setting up of a freight corridor. We have Kavach
systems only in some places. When accidents take place these Kavach systems are of immense help. |
request that Kavach safety system should be set up in all the places. During last 10 years more than 700
accidents have taken place resulting in loss of many lives. Loss to the affected families is irreparable. 1
therefore urge that in order to prevent accidents, Kavach system should be set up in all the places. New rail
routes should be created in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. These rail routes will reduce your travel time to a

great extent. The coastal districts of Tamil Nadu should have an integrated rail network linking all of them.

This 1s the Cuddalore-Chennai rail route on the coastal side. Since it passes through Puducherry, we
too have a claim for that. Similarly from Cuddalore via Puducherry up to Dindivanam a new railway route
should be created. As mentioned by Hon MP from Arani, this railway project is an important one. Vande
Bharat train service should be operated from Puducherry to Mysore. Since there is no Vande Bharat train
service extended to Puducherry, I urge that such a train service would benefit the people of this Union

territory. Karaikkal-

Peralam rail route is nearing completion. This is about to be inaugurated. I urge that work should be
expedited and it should see the light of the day very soon. MEMU trains should be operated between
Puducherry and Tiruchy. I also request a train service should be started from Puducherry to Thiruchendur.

Karaikkal ?Tambaram train should have a stoppage at Chennai Egmore.

I urge that a train service should be run between Puducherry and Ahmedabad. Most importantly all the
vacant posts in Indian Railways must be filled soon. Advertisements should be issued in regional and local
languages for filling up these posts in Railways. The people of this area should get employment

opportunities as it is important for their development as well. Thank you.
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SHRI SACHITHANANTHAM R. (DINDIGUL): Respected Chairperson Sir, I want to express my views and reviews
on the Demands for Grants for Railways for 2025-2026 on behalf of the CPI (M).

Indian Railways is a commercial undertaking of the Union Government, but the Railway?s main aim
is to serve the people of India. It was well-developed under the public fund contribution. Lot of land,
buildings, and several lakh kilometres of tracks are now assets of the Indian Railways. All these assets are

used for our country?s development.

Our country, in the dictionary of the Modi Government, is not meant for the poor people, but for the
upper class and the corporates. The passenger trains operated by the Indian Railways are now converted

into express trains.

It affects poor persons. For the upper-class people, Vande Bharat and Tejas trains are introduced at
high ticket fares. The concession fare for senior citizens and press persons is also denied in your Budget.
There are only four Amrit Bharat non-AC trains comprising 12 sleeper classes and eight general coaches.
Sir, 136 Vande Bharat Chair Car trains are operational, but Vande Bharat AC sleeper trains are yet to be
operated. Four Bharat Gaurav trains, operating for the cultural heritage sites, are the Modi Government?s

model trains. We demand that Amrit Bharat non-AC passenger trains be operated for poor passengers.

Sir, more than 6000 people from Tamil Nadu have passed Computer-Based Test-1 conducted by RRB
for the vacancies of Loco Pilot. They have qualified for CBT-2. It has been announced that CBT-2 will be
held on 19th March, but most of the examination centres are outside Tamil Nadu. A lot of candidates have
to travel 1000 kms to reach Telangana. I would request the hon. Minister to shift the centres to the
respective States. Regarding allocation to Tamil Nadu, an amount of Rs. 6,626 crore has been allocated to
Tamil Nadu in the current Budget, whereas other States have been allocated more. The INDIA-block ruled

States are given less allocation, whereas other States are given huge allocation of funds.

Electrification of railways in Tamil Nadu is 95 per cent complete. It is good, but the tunnel
maintenance is the worst in Tamil Nadu. Most of the tunnels are surrounded by water during rains. I would
request the Government to identify and resolve the faults in the ongoing projects. There are 77 stations in
Tamil Nadu under the Amrit Bharat Stations Scheme. I would request the Government to expedite the

work. Regarding freight operations, the Railway Board noted that between 1950 and 2021, the logistics



market grew 55 times in India. In the same period, railway logistics grew only 20 times. What is the reason
for this? The average speed of the freight train was 30 kilometre per hour, which should be raised to 50

kilometre per hour. I would also request to reduce the fare, which was increased by 91 per cent.

Additionally, I would urge the Government to construct separate freight corridors for coal, cement,
steel, iron, and food grains separately. Regarding safety, bad driving, over-speeding, lack of maintenance,
deviation of tracks, defects in coaches and wagons, and mistakes in shunting operations cause more

accidents in Indian Railways. Sir, 63 per cent of non-AC coaches do not have fire exits.

Under Kavach, 50 lakh kilometres and 80 lakh locomotives are to be covered, for which more
allocation needs to be made. We demand new tracks on the Dindigul-Karaikudi and Dindigul-Sabarimala
routes. We also have a demand for separate trains from Dindigul to Chennai via Trichy. In Dindigul district,
there are opportunities for enlarging the goods sheds at Reddiyarchatram and Vadamadurai stations. A huge
part of land has been used for the goods shed. Sir, Kodaikanal Road railway station is a heritage station
where the train service was suspended due to COVID-19. It has been there since the British times. I request
the Government to resume the services at that station. There is also a need for a stoppage at Ambaturai

railway station for Vaigai Express and Mysore Express. Thank you.

SHRI M. MALLESH BABU (KOLAR): Hon. Chairperson, Sir, thanks for giving me the opportunity to discuss the
Demands for Grants for the Ministry of Railways for the year 2025-2026. 1 would like to thank the hon.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Railway Ministers for their tireless efforts for the last 10 years in
transforming the Indian Railways into a modern, efficient and passenger-friendly mode of transportation,

which has become the lifeline of India.

In the last 10 years, Indian Railways has added 31,000 kilometres of new tracks. In the financial year
2023-2024 itself, Indian Railways has added 5,200 kilometres of tracks to its network. It has a vision to go
on adding 5,000 plus kilometres on yearly basis for the next 6 to 8 years. From adding 4 kilometres per day
in 2015, Indian Railways is now adding 15 kilometres per day. New generation of trains like Vande Bharat,
Amrit Bharat and Namo Bharat are being developed and rolled out rapidly. I would like to emphasize some

key points regarding the Demands for Grants for the Ministry of Railways.

There 1s increased allocation for infrastructure development, which will enable the completion of
ongoing projects and the initiation of new ones. | appreciate the emphasis given on improving passenger
amenities and securities. There is a boost to Make in India initiative by promoting the Make in India
initiative, which will encourage indigenous manufacturing and create employment opportunities. For my
state Karnataka, there has been a consistent increase in the average annual budget outlay for Railways. The
allocation for the state of Karnataka for financial year 2025-2026 is Rs.7,564 crore, reflecting the growth
on enhancing railway infrastructure and services in the state. The progress made by Indian Railways in
Karnataka, especially in my parliamentary constituency, Kolar, is remarkable. To name a few, there is a six-
kilometre new broad-gauge line from Marikuppam to Kuppam, upgradation of Bangarpet and Malur
railway stations, construction of new railway stations in Coromandel, Urgam and BEML areas in KGF.

Kolar is particularly known as the land of milk, silk, mango and tomatoes, which are being exported to



various countries. Kolar also has an APMC market, which is the second largest in Asia and the largest in
South India. I would urge the hon. Minister to introduce projects which will be helping the farmers,

students, senior citizens and employees for their respective necessities.

The establishment of new railway lines from Kolar to Bangalore, connecting through the Narsapur
industrial area, which will create a lot of employment and help in movement of students to Bangalore, is
very much necessary. The establishment of new railway track from Kolar to Tirupati is very much required,
which will improve the movement of people to the place of Tirupati Lord Venkateswara. Establishment of a
new railway track from Srinivasapura to Madanapalli is also required, so is the construction and
establishment of a railway coach factory, which has been kept pending for almost 12 years. The
establishment of a railway station in Chikka Thirupati is required as a part of tourism promotion, and for
better economic growth of Railways in the part of Bangalore Circular Railway, which is under survey.
Then I suggest the Ministry of Railways to open many medical kiosks, having basic medicines in each and
every railway station. That is very much required, because the passengers, once they are in the train, will
not have medicines if something goes wrong. They cannot come out of the station and buy medicines. So,

the importance of a medical kiosk in each railway station is very much required.

I am confident that the Demands for Grants from the Ministry of Railways will pave the way for a

better future for our nation's Railways and contribute to the overall growth and development of our country.

With these words, I myself, and on behalf of my party, Janata Dal (Secular), am concluding my
speech on Demands for Grants for the Ministry of Railways 2025-26.

16.00 hrs
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ADV. ADOOR PRAKASH (ATTINGAL): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to participate in
the discussion on the Demands for Grants of Railways of 2025-26.

While the vision outlined in the Budget is ambitious, we must also critically examine the gaps and
shortcomings that could hinder the realization of these goals. Our railway network is the lifeline of our
nation. However, financial sustainability, delays in project execution, safety measures, and revenue
generation remain key areas of concern. The total capital outlay for the year 2025-2026 remains at Rs.
2,65,200 crore, the same as that of 2024-2025. This includes Rs. 2,52,200 crore from Gross Budgetary
Support, Rs. 3,000 crore from internal resources, and Rs. 10,000 crore from external budgetary resources.
However, this static allocation does not consider the rising infrastructure inflation and maintenance needs.
What is more concerning is the continued stagnation in internal resource generation. The allocation of Rs.
3,000 crore in 2025-2026 is the same as in 2024-2025, yet in the latter year, only Rs. 767 crore was realized
by January 2025, amounting to just 26 per cent utilization. This calls into question the ability of the

Railways to generate self-sustaining revenue, putting excessive reliance on Government support.

The financial burden of outstanding borrowings is also alarming. As of December 315, 2024, the
IRFC?s outstanding debt stood at Rs. 4.06 lakh crore. While the Government has refrained from fresh
borrowing, this significant liability continues to strain railway finances. The lease financing model in
which IRFC leases assets to Indian Railways requires half-yearly lease payments, adding financial
pressures. Furthermore, the Revised Estimates for net revenue of 2024-2025 were reduced by over 50 per
cent from the budgeted amount, reflecting an inability to meet financial targets. Past data shows similar

trends, with net revenue estimates revised downward by over 50 per cent in multiple years, including 2018-
19 (-53 percent), 2019-20 (-57 per cent), and 2020-21 (-56 per cent).



This recurring pattern raises serious concerns about financial planning. The Indian Railways aims for
100 per cent electrification, yet the actual progress has not matched the mission. While Rs. 6,150 crore has
been allocated for electrification projected in 2025-2026, historical data shows that utilisation rates have
often been below expectations. For instance, in 2024-2025, the budgeted amount for electrification was Rs.
6,072 crore, but in December 2024, only Rs. 2,834 crore had been utilised. This slow execution delays the

shift towards energy-efficient and environmentally-friendly rail transport.

Similarly, track renewal is critical for safety, yet despite an allocation of Rs. 22,800 crore, the
previous year trends indicate shortfalls in achieving targets. In 2024-2025, out of the allocated Rs.
22,669.05 crore, only Rs. 17,728.29 crore had been spent. This gap suggests project execution bottlenecks
that must be addressed.

The freight sector remains a key revenue generator, yet dependent on traditional bulk cargo such as
coal continues. The dedicated freight corridors are still incomplete, which leads to congestion on passenger
routes. The Government has introduced the Gati Shakti Multi-Modal Cargo Terminal policy, leading to 87
new cargo terminals and estimated freight capacity increase of 148.9 metric tonnes per annum. However,
the lack of aggressive expansion into containerised and high-level value of segments remains a challenge.
A short-lead concession scheme introduced to attract short-distance freight has also failed to make
significant impact due to logistical inefficiencies. With freight revenue targets set at Rs. 1,88,000 crore for

2025-2026, it 1s essential to diversify freight offerings and improve last-mile connectivity.

While Amrit Bharat Station Scheme aims to modernise railway stations, the progress has been slow.
The Government has set a target to upgrade 303 stations in 2025-2026, yet past performance indicates
delays. In 2024-25, the allocation for customer amenities was Rs. 12,993.97 crore, but by the end of
December 2024, only Rs. 8,331.39 crore had been spent.

Additionally, while the introduction of Vande Bharat and Amrit Bharat Trains is a step forward, the
overall passenger revenue remains inconsistent. In 2024-2025, the budget revenue for passenger service
was Rs. 80,000 crore, but the actual earnings till December 2024 were only Rs. 55,953 crore. The Railways

must improve service quality and adopt demand-based price strategies to maximise revenue.

The development of railways in the State of Kerala is also in a standstill as the State is not getting
adequate share in the railway allocation. There is no progress in the long-standing Angamali- Railway line
project for the last 10 years. The Railway Board has shortlisted Nedumangad Town of Kerala under the
plan to provide railway connectivity to all towns having population of more than 50,000. It has also been

considered.

The development of Nemom Coaching Terminal should be completed at the earliest. There are 16
level crossings in my constituency. Most of the level crossings are at places of high traffic density. These
Railway Over-Bridges are very necessary. Even though eight ROBs have already been sanctioned for these

level crossings, not a single ROB has been completed so far.



The inordinate delay in the construction of sanctioned railway overbridges is causing a great problem
for commuters, and therefore, public protests are going on. It is unfortunate that the works of seven ROBs
at Kaniyapuram Level Cross, Sharkara, Manjadimoodu, Edava, Venkulam, Punnamoodu and Azhoor Gate
have not been started even after 12 years of being sanctioned. The construction of Chairayinkeezhu ROB
has started but the work is getting delayed. It is necessary to take immediate measures for the execution of

these projects. ? (Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude.

ADV. ADOOR PRAKASH : Sir, there is a demand of the pilgrims of our State. The demand for
introduction of a new train service connecting the pilgrimage centres like Varkala, Sivagiri and Varanasi
has not yet been considered. A new train service from Thiruvananthapuram to Varanasi should be

considered for the convenience of pilgrims. ? (Interruptions)
HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please conclude now.

ADV. ADOOR PRAKASH : Sir, the hon. Railway Minister is here. I hope, he will consider these issues

and take immediate action. ? (Interruptions)

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Yes, he will consider it. Do not worry.
Hon. Minister, please consider it.

? (Interruptions)

SHRI S. JAGATHRATCHAKAN (ARAKKONAM): Hon. Chairman Sir, Vanakkam. Both our life and
riches, is our Tamil that never fades; Blow this aloud, our Conch-shell.? I am happy to speak here as the
follower of my beloved leader and the leader of the Dravidian land Thalapathi. I am also happy as you are
occupying the Chair when I rose to speak in this House and you being one among the frontrunners of
Dravidian Movement. First railway line was laid during the period of Lord Dalhousie in 1853. Bombay to
Thane; Calcutta to Ranchi; and Chennnai to Arakkonam. Railways have crossed 167 years of existence in
India. It remains the primary institution of the world having the largest number of employees. First
passenger train service started on 14 April 1853. Today we have almost 8500 railway stations in the
country. The total track length is about 1,21,407 kilometres. Indian Railways operate 11 thousand trains
every day. Privatising Railways can only be seen as an attack on democracy. Even though this department
remained profitable for the last 167 years, it is unknown why privatisation is being encouraged. Arakkonam
railway station is the first railway station in my Arakkonam parliamentary constituency. All the trains going
to north India from Chennai should pass through Arakkonam. We demanded for setting up of a fourth
terminal at Arakkonam. Sholinghur is a historic famous city. Thirumangai Aazhwar has praised Lord

Narasimma as follows:
?Mikkaanai MaRaiyaai Virintha ViLakkai ennuLL

Pukkaanai pathamser polkinRa ponmalaiyai



Thakkaanai Kadikai thadangunRin Misaiyiruntha
Akkarak Kaniyaaka thikazhkinRa Sholingur?

Lord Narasimha remains the light of Vedas, a close friend, and also like a sweet. Sholinghur is the
place where he is worshipped with devotion. We requested that all the trains should have a stoppage in
Sholinghur. But that demand was not fulfilled. Katpadi is also a historically significant place in Tamil
Nadu. I requested an over-bridge to be set up in Katpadi. This demand too remain unfulfilled. During 2023-
24, 40 accidents took place in India. In one year, almost 313 people died. During the last 10 years, there
were 638 rail accidents resulting in death of 748 persons. Statistics reveal that the losses to lives are on the
rise. Union Government should act upon swiftly to prevent accidents. Similarly, electric trains are operated
from Tambaram which have a running time of more than 2 hours. There are no toilet facilities in such
trains. As regards Railways, the infrastructure has been modernised. If the Union Government invests 1
Rupee, it can get Rs. 5 as income. That is why we say the infrastructure should be modernized. Union

Government without having lacklustre approach should liberally invest more on infrastructure.

Railway bridges are mostly built during the British era. Thereafter there were no bridges constructed.
Accidents do happen due to non-availability of bridges in many places. Tamil Nadu is being ignored by the
Union Government as regards railway projects and their implementation. Income generated in Southern
Railways through passenger traffic alone stands ate Rs. 7,151 crore. Through freight transport, additional
Rs. 3,674 crore has been earned. Other commercial activities have earned Rs. 1184 crore. During last 10
years a total of 1 lakh Crore has been earned by Southern Railways. But only a meagre amount of Rs.
6,621 crore is allocated to Tamil Nadu. I therefore urge that these should be implemented in a non-partisan
manner. Why are you privatising Railways? I am unable to understand. Railway track belongs to
Government. Drivers are paid by Government. Guard, Track, Railway station are ours. But AC Coaches
will be given to private parties. They will earn profit out of this, Ordinary citizens are deprived of using
such facilities. Senior citizens, Differently-abled persons, Defence personnel and Journalists were provided
concessions earlier. But these concessions were stopped. Only by keeping the second class coaches with
the Railways, this Department is giving away all the profit earning departments and coaches to private
entities. Railway Department acts in such a way as it is the Department for imposition of Hindi. In Tamil
Nadu, the Railway authorities write in English, Tamil and Hindi in all the places. But nobody reads in
Hindi in Tamil Nadu.

In Railways, especially in trains, the display should be in the regional or local language of the
concerned State. Display panels are written in English and Hindi in all the trains. We do not understand. In
the railway stations in North India, these displays are made only in Hindi. Guards, Station Masters
appointed in the railway stations of Tamil Nadu know only Hindi and not English and Tamil. When we go
to such railway stations, they are not knowing Tamil. This is pathetic. This situation should be changed. I
humbly state that the Railway Department should not behave like a department entrusted with the work of
imposition of Hindi or spreading Hindi. This department should be there for all and for everything. When
we go to ticket booking office in Tamil Nadu, the person talks in Hindi. The person on duty does not know

either English or Tamil, the local language of the masses. Those persons knowing the local language of the



State should be appointed as Station Masters in the respective States. Whether it is the ticket booking clerk
or the railway gatekeeper, they should know Tamil. It is pitiable to note the Gatekeeper does not know
either English or Tamil. He sits silently. Accidents happen due to miscommunication or non-
communication. Therefore, I should say Railway Department should not be used as tool for imposition of
Hindi or spreading Hindi. Our leader has clearly said that only dual language policy should be followed.
Google?s CEO Sundar Pitchai is a product of two-language policy. He knows English and Tamil. Similarly,
Bio-chemist and Nobel Laureate Venkat Ramakrishnan. He does not know Hindi. He knows only Tamil
and English. P.S. Veeraraghavan, the Space Scientist and Rocket Engineer knows only English and Tamil.
Nambi Narayanan who is an aerospace scientist knows Tamil and English. Only two languages were
known to him. Mayilsamy Annadurai called as the ?Moon Man of India? studied in an ordinary school. He
studied only two languages. He knew only two languages, Tamil and English. One who knew only two
languages is ruling the space. He is doing miracles. You all know about our former President of India Dr.
Abdul Kalam. Such a missile man and great scientist studied in a government school in Tamil medium. He
studied Tamil as his mother tongue. Veeramuthuvel belongs to my place. He studied in Tamil medium in a

Government run school. They ruled the entire space and world because of the two-language policy.

Many leaders and victorious persons have studied under the two-language policy. Railway
Department tries to impose Hindi on us in Tamil Nadu. They write Hindi in every place of Tamil Nadu
which we do not understand. You should give importance to the local language of the concerned State.
With this I conclude. Thank you.
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SHRI JAGDAMBIKA PAL (DOMARIYAGANJ): I would like to express my views on the demand for grants of the

ministry of Railways for the year 2025-26. The Indian Railways has always been the backbone of our
nation's economic growth, and under the visionary leadership of the Modi govt, it is undergoing a

transformational journey.

The central government has allocated %2,52,200 crore in budgetary support for Railways in 2025-26,
which covers 95% of capital expenditure. Since 2014, there has been a massive boost in capital outlay,
ensuring the modernization of Railways with better infrastructure The operating ratio has improved from
98.9% (2024-25) to 98.43% (2025-26), indicating better financial efficiency the Budgetary Support to Rs.
2,50,200 cr. in 2025-26 which was only Rs. 28,174 cr. in 2013-14. The result of infusion of Capex is
clearly visible as IR has achieved an all-time high freight loading of 1588 MT in FY 2023-24 up from 1095
MT in 2014-15 and Railway is inching towards the goal of 3,000 MT by 2030.

The government has set a target to increase railway freight share to 45% by 2030-31 from the current
26%. Freight revenue for 2025-26 1s expected to increase by 4.4%, reaching X1,88,000 crore. The dedicated
freight corridors are nearly complete, with 96% of the 2,843 km operational, enhancing goods transport
efficiency. Private sector participation is being encouraged through schemes like the General Purpose

Wagon Investment Scheme and Liberalized Wagon Investment Scheme.

97% of broad-gauge routes have been electrified, making Indian Railways a leader in green

transportation.

The Railways aims to achieve 30 GW of solar and wind power capacity by 2030, promoting clean energy.
Open access to power procurement has saved 313,417 crore in electricity costs between 2017-18 and 2021-
22.



Introduction of new Amrit Bharat non-AC trains for affordable long-distance travel. Vande Bharat
Express expansion-136 trains already operational, with upcoming AC sleeper versions. Increased focus on

comfort and speed, with premium and high-speed corridors planned for the future.

Consequential train accidents have dropped significantly, with accidents per million kilometres
reduced from 0.65 in 2000 to just 0.03 in 2023-24. The introduction of Kavach, an automatic train
protection system, is enhancing safety. Already, 1,465 route km are covered. The Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha

Kosh (RRSK) fund has been extended to ensure continued investment in safety infrastructure.

Under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme, 1,337 railway stations are being modernized. Redevelopment
focuses on improved facilities, executive lounges, and better connectivity, enhancing the passenger
experience. First railway stations have been redeveloped through public-private partnerships (PPP) to

improve efficiency.

Railways' total revenue is projected to grow by 8.3%, reaching Rs. 3,02,100 crore in 2025-26. Sundry
revenue (advertisements, land monetization, etc.) has grown by 9% year-over-year, showing better asset

utilization.

Government reforms in freight pricing and efficiency improvements will enhance competitiveness against
road transport. Railways have adopted a new approach for infrastructure development in the last budget
2024.

Three Economic Railway Corridors- are Energy, Mineral and Cement corridors (192 Projects);
Port connectivity corridors (42 Projects) and
High Traffic Density corridors (200 Projects)

have been identified under the PM Gati Shakti Mission for enabling Multi-Modal connectivity. Capacity
enhancement, decongestion of high density networks, achieving reduction in logistics cost in the country,

enhancing Passenger experience and their Safety remains the priority areas for the government.

Passenger revenue at Rs 80,000 to see a crore is expected 10% growth from the revised estimate for
2023-24.

Amrit Bharat Train Project:

Objective: Development of 50 new Amrit Bharat Trains.

Fast-Track Initiative: Introduction of 2,500 electrically-powered cargo trains with well-distributed systems.
Train Production Schedule:

2024-25:

EMU (Electric Multiple Unit): 612

MEMU (Mainline Electric Multiple Unit): 944



Recent Developments (2019-24):

Number of involved racks: 291

New production plans for racks: 300

Vande Bharat Trains:

New Sanctions:

102 Vande Bharat Trains for routes of 100-800 km.
Night Sleeper Vande Bharat Trains for routes longer than 700 km.
Unnat Pariyojana Nishpadan: (2024 figures)

Rail Path Construction: 14.54 km/day

Automatic Signalling Installation: 50 km/month
Electronic Interlocking Systems: 10 stations/week

The assured annual outlay for the fund was Rs 20,000 crore every year, with Rs 15,000 crore as

contribution from the central government and Rs 5,000 crore from the internal resources of Railways.

It has been extended for another five years from 2022-23.

Category 2013-14 (crore) |2025-26 (crore) |Increase in %
Track Renewals | 9800 22800 132%
Workshop 2200 4624 110%
Production unit

Bridge and | 2300 7000 204%
tunnel works

Staff welfare 520 833 60%
Signaling & | 1120 1465 30.80%
Talecome

Rolling Stock | 14300 23763 66%
Rehabilitation

Total 30240 60485 100%
Rehabilitation

Expenditure

Comparisons of Key Railway Performance Indicators (2025-26 vs 2013-14)
Indicators 2013-14 2025-26 % increase




Rail Path | 43 km/day 15.07 km/day 250%

Construction
Automatic 7 km/month 60 km/month 757%
Signalling

Installation
Electronic 4 station/week 12 station/week | 200%

Interlocking

Installation

Comparisons of Key Railway Performance Indicators (2025-26 vs 2013-14)

Approval of New Infrastructure in Railways for 2025-26

Infrastructure 2023-24 2024-25 (Target |2025-26 (Target
Type (achieved In km) in km.
In km)
New  Railway | 2,806 700 700
Lines
Gauge 259 200 200
Conversion
Doubling of | 2,244 2,900 2,600
Railway Lines
Track Renewals | 5,950 5,000 5,500

Hon'ble speaker sir,

These figures reflect the government's unwavering commitment to making the Indian Railways safer,

faster, greener, and more efficient.

1. New Railway Lines: 700 km of new railway lines are planned for 2025-26, maintaining the same target
as 2024-25.

2. Gauge Conversion: 200 km of gauge conversion projects will be undertaken to enhance connectivity.

3. Doubling of Lines: The target for doubling has been reduced by 10% from 2,900 km (2024-25) to 2,600
km (2025-26), possibly to focus on completing existing projects

4. Track Renewals: Increased by 10% to improve safety and operational efficiency.

The transformation of Indian Railways is not just about infrastructure-it is about empowering the economy,

creating jobs, and improving the lives of millions of citizens.

I wholeheartedly support the Demand for Grants and look forward to continued progress in this vital sector.



ADV. GOWAAL KAGADA PADAVI (NANDURBAR): | Would like to place my views on the demand for grants on
railways. Railways continue to be the dominant method of travel in many parts of India and especially rural
India. And in the modern times, there is a need for rail advancement in the country and a revamp of the
railway system. I have certain demands with regard to the railways which I would like to state on record. I
am sure everyone has seen the video of a female foreign tourist demonstrating the condition of western
toilet on Indian railways in the month of October, 2024. I am also sure everyone has seen the video of the
harassment faced by a female foreign tourist by an Indian man traveling from Delhi to Agra and the safety
of the women passengers on the train in the month of January, 2025. It is sad that it takes a foreign tourist
to showcase the poor conditions of Indian railways when the Indians are tired of complaining. Why does
the media only bring it to attention when a foreign tourist shares a video on social media, but when a
common Indian man is tired of complaining to the authorities? Anyways, at least the Indian government

will take cognizance of it now? Or will it take more international mockery to prove the point?

Indian railways have also seen a recent and shameful death of passengers on the Delhi platform due to
the mistake of the railway authorities. This has once again shown how the Mahakumbh was not only

mismanaged in state of Uttar Pradesh but also in Delhi.

Maha-kumbh Mela chief in 2013, Mr. Azam Khan, had resigned when a stampede had happened in
northern city of Allahabad, but this time there is no response from the Government. This only shows how

remorseful the Government is towards deaths.

Railways is the life-line of the country and its people, but its worse when one sees the conditions of
the railways today. The deteriorating conditions of the railways, the plight of the passengers cramped up in
tight spaces, the long hours of travel, the delays, the cancellations, the waiting lists, the struggle of a

common man and the problems which keep mounting on.

How can we dream of Viksit Bharat especially when you see the quality of trains operating in the country
right now. I am sure everyone has seen the trains, the platforms, the stations of developed countries like
USA, China, Korea, Japan and many other European nations. Are we even close in comparison to them?
Are we even on the same path as them? Have we begun development of such trains? Then why sell fake

dreams to the people that we are going to be the 3rd most developed country in the world?

Although, I would still suggest some changes and recommendations for my Nandurbar parliamentary

constituency and similarly for the rest of the Indian railways.

I have enlisted certain demands for the Railway of my Nandurbar parliamentary constituency. You can

find them in the following points below:

1. There should be regular trains from Nandurbar to Mumbai every week. The trains usually were running
from Bhusawal to Mumbai which is Mumbai-Bhusawal Express i.e. Khandesh Express bearing Train No.
19003 (now 19004) and BDSL Dadar Spl bearing train No 09052. This train was operating from Bhusawal
to Mumbai Central Station. The Trains should be from Nandubar to Mumbai Crotal station instead of

Dadar Railway station. It should begin from Mumbai Central Station instead of Dadar station and vice-



versa. Mumba Central is the prime location and closer to the government offices located in the south of

Mumbai.

2. There should be a special train from Nandurbar to Pune. This is for students and other professionals who
travel from Nandurbar and other parts of Khandesh to Pune. The number of people traveling from
Nandurbar to Pune is more as compared to Mumbai. This is mainly for people seeking study and job
opportunities. The road fare is too expensive especially via buses and other modes of road transport. There

should be a new train operating from Nandurbar to Pune for the sake of regular travellers.

3. There should be more Sleeper coaches as compared to AC coaches. There are lot of people who cannot
afford AC ticket faces especially from my Nandurbar constituency and the north part of Maharashtra.
Therefore, considering my tribal constituency and the regular travellers there should be more sleeper
coaches. The population traveling from Nandurbar to other parts of the state and the country are Lower
Middle Class or the Lower Class;

4. There should be reduction in ticket fares especially of the train number 09052. The Zero has to be
removed and the ticket fare should drop. These are holiday and special trains which need to be replaced.

There 1s a demand for regular trains from Nandurbar to Mumbai.

5. There is an urgent need of two Elevator works to be completed fast on both the platforms of the
Nandurbar Railway Station. These two elevators will be for public use and not commercial use. This will
be beneficial to the old persons and handicapped people. There is an urgent need to revamp the trains under

Amrit Bharat Railway scheme;

6. New Platform work to be completed fast on the other side of the Nandurbar Railway station. Land
acquisition should be expedited and ticket counter to be set up soon on the other side. But this should be

completed in a manner without disturbing existing structure of old buildings;

7. Escalator should be there on both the side of the platforms. These will help the old age and divyang

patients of the Nandurbar Railway station;

8. There is a demand for a brand-new manufactured trains operating from Nandurbar to Mumbai. The old
trains are not in proper working conditions, with poor toilet facilities, poor doors and no CCTV inside
trains. There is also demand for CCTV in all areas of the platforms. The CCTV should be in operation

especially near the proposed elevators, ticket centre and the platform areas;

9. There is a demand for train from Mumbai to Nandurbar in the nature of Vande Bharat Express or semi-

speed Vande Bharat Trains. This will cut down many hours of travel and long-distance hurdles;

10. There is an urgent need of battery-operated vehicle/buggy services for old age people to transport from
vehicle to Train boarding. This will solve many problems related to old people and divyang patients

wishing to travel;

11. Upgradation of anti-collision devices (ACDs) and Train Protection and Warning Systems (TPWS) in

trains passing from Nandurbar and all the rail zones;



12. There is a need of Railway Protection Force (RPF) in coaches for safety and security on the trains

traveling from Nandurbar to elsewhere. This will grant safety and protection to the travellers;

13. Installation of KAVACH system on trains running from Nandurbar. There has been recent rise of train
accidents all over India and this system needs to be installed to all the trains of the country in a speedily

manner,

14. There should be urgent Repair of toilets etc. both Indian and Western toilets in all the coaches of
railways in the country. The exhaust fans are rotting, drainage system is old, the basin is broken, the
dispensable soaps are in poor condition, the seats are unhygienic and in total the whole experience is
unpleasant. The washrooms need to be renovated urgently especially after a foreigner lady made a video

criticising the conditions of the railway;

15. The food maintenance and quality of the food in AC coaches is below par and it needs to be improved
and quality testing to be made public. There were instances where the food was kept in a paper containers

next to the lavatories.

16. There needs to be new and cleaner bedsheets, towels, blankets and bigger pillows that must be provided

in the railways.

17. There are many instances where underpasses have water logging problems giving rise to traffic which

needs to be addressed at the earliest.

18. Last but not the least, why does India feel there is a need for bullet trains with such kind of
expenditure? If the same money can be utilized for revamping the present Indian railway system then the

rest of India can benefit from it and not just the businessmen commuting from Mumbai to Ahmedabad.
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SHRI LAVU SRIKRISHNA DEVARAYALU (NARASARAOPET): | with immense gratitude to commend the visionary
leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji and Hon'ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh

Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu garu for their unwavering commitment to the development of Indian Railways.

The remarkable increase in railway budget allocation-from Rs. 68,018 crore in 2019-20 to a staggering Rs.
2,55,445 crore in 2025-26-reflects the bold and decisive approach of this double-engine government. This
275% surge is not just a number, it is a testament to the relentless efforts of the Modi government in

modernizing our railway infrastructure and making it truly future-ready.

The approval of the South Coast Railway Zone and the Amaravati Railway Line marks a historic
milestone for Andhra Pradesh. These projects will serve as catalysts for economic growth, significantly
boosting industrial and agricultural activities while strengthening connectivity between major cities and
ports. The double-engine government has ensured that Andhra Pradesh gets the long-overdue attention it

deserves, unlocking new opportunities for trade, investment, and employment.

I would like to highlight the government's unparalleled focus on transforming Indian Railways into a

world-class entity, in line with the vision of Atmanirbhar and Viksit Bharat. The record capital expenditure



of Rs. 2,62,200 crore allocated to Railways in the Union Budget 2024-25 represents a significant increase
from Rs. 2,40,200 crore in 2023-24 and an even more substantial rise from Rs. 28,174 crore in 2013-14.
This commitment underscores the government's resolve to modernize the railway sector, drive economic

growth, and enhance connectivity.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji, railway infrastructure development in
Andhra Pradesh has been prioritized. The Rs. 2,245 crore Amaravati Railway Line will establish crucial
connectivity to major cities like Hyderabad, Chennai, and Kolkata, while providing vital access to key
ports, including Machilipatnam, Kakinada, and Krishnapatnam. These projects will boost trade and
logistics, significantly enhancing the state's economic prospects. Additionally, Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu garu has demonstrated exceptional leadership in fast-tracking these railway projects.
In just four months since the formation of the government, he has set up a dedicated task force to address
land acquisition challenges and ensure timely project completion. Land acquisition for crucial lines, such as
the Kotipalli-Narsapur line and the Renigunta-Gudur third line, is set to be completed within four months.
Furthermore, Rs. 20 crore has been approved for acquiring land for the Nadikudi-Srikalahasti route, while

the Kadapa-Bengaluru line 1s being reassessed for alignment changes.

The passage of the Railways Amendment Bill 2024 is another commendable step by this government.
By empowering the Railway Board with greater autonomy, the Bill lays the foundation for a railway sector
that is more responsive, accountable, and aligned with the demands of a rapidly evolving economy. It
ensures that Indian Railways is future-ready and capable of meeting the challenges ahead with agility and

effectiveness.

Moving to the concerns of my constituency, Narasaraopet, I am grateful for the Union Government's
decision to extend the benefits of the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme to six railway stations in Palnadu. This
initiative will modernize these stations and enhance passenger facilities. The Nadikudi-Srikalahasti railway
project will drive industrial growth in the drought-prone regions of Palnadu and Prakasam, facilitating

freight transport in this mineral-rich belt.

However, certain issues require urgent attention. The doubling of the Guntur-Bibinagar railway line,
though approved, is yet to be implemented. I request the Ministry to expedite this project to improve
connectivity and economic opportunities. Additionally, I urge the government to consider extending the
Vijayawada-Bangalore Vande Bharat Express to Guntur via Narasaraopet, ensuring better connectivity for

our people.

Furthermore, I have made representations to the Ministry of Railways and South Central Railways to
introduce new train services, extend existing ones, and provide halts at stations in Palnadu, which will
significantly benefit the region. The introduction of MMTS Train services with metro-like standards in
high-population areas will address the growing demand for efficient public transportation. Several train
stoppages were discontinued during the COVID-19 pandemic, and I strongly urge their restoration to
enhance transportation facilities for passengers in the region. In particular, trains such as the Narsapur-

Secunderabad Express and the Repalle-Secunderabad Delta Express no longer halt in Palnadu. I request the



reinstatement of these stoppages to improve connectivity and address the commuting needs of the local

population.

I also urge the Ministry to focus on improving station amenities, such as TIB and CIB displays,
drinking water facilities, washrooms, parking facilities, platform shed extensions, and the conversion of 24
railway underbridges (RuBs) into railway overbridges (RoBs). The proposal to expedite the conversion of
these proposed RuBs into RoBs in the Palnadu district should be prioritized and expedited. These are

critical to improving passenger comfort and overall railway efficiency in my constituency.

the National Rail Plan's ambitious goal to increase the share of freight traffic by rail from 27% to 45%
by 2030 is a crucial step toward transforming India's rail infrastructure and economy. However, to achieve
this target, the focus must be on improving infrastructure and diversifying the types of goods transported by
rail. The construction of Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs) on key routes has already shown tangible

benefits, reducing commodity prices and contributing to revenue growth.

Yet, Indian Railways must reduce its dependence on coal, which currently accounts for 50% of freight
volumes and revenue. With the global shift toward sustainable energy, coal's dominance is likely to decline.
Therefore, it is vital to expand the range of freight offerings, including agricultural products, intermodal
cargo, and consumer goods. Anantapur, the "Fruit Bowl of Andhra Pradesh," had the first Kisan Rail of
South India, connecting it to New Delhi. Unfortunately, this service was discontinued during COVID-19. 1
urge the Ministry to reinstate the Kisan Rail services in Andhra Pradesh and reintroduce the 50%

transportation subsidy on fruits and vegetables.

The redevelopment of railway stations under the Amrit Bharat Stations Scheme is commendable.
However, I urge the government to accelerate this process by involving private players through Public-
Private Partnerships (PPP). Such collaborations will not only enhance infrastructure but also make the

railway system more efficient and future-ready.

Lastly, I request the Honourable Minister to reinstate the railway concession for senior citizens, which
was suspended during the COVID-19 lockdown. Before its suspension, around 12 crore senior citizen
passengers benefited from this concession in 2019-20. Given that the pandemic crisis has passed. restoring

this concession would be a compassionate step towards making rail travel more accessible for the elderly.

I strongly urge the Ministry to consider the proposals and recommendations put forth. [ commend the
government for this budget and the steps taken toward building a modern, efficient, and accessible railway
network that will serve the needs of our people, support economic development, and contribute to a

prosperous India.

Under the able leadership of PM Modi ji and CM Chandrababu Naidu garu, the double-engine
government is scripting a new chapter of progress, ensuring Andhra Pradesh remains a key driver of India's
economic growth. Let us move forward with this vision, making Indian Railways not just the backbone of

our nation's development but a symbol of world-class infrastructure and efficiency.

Thank you.
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SHRI B. Y. RAGHAVENDRA (SHIMOGA): | highlight the remarkable progress of Indian Railways over the last
decade and how this year's budget is taking it in the right direction. The Railway Budget 2025-26 is not just
about numbers; it is about growth, connectivity, and a vision for a stronger, more inclusive India.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi Ji, Indian Railways has undergone historic changes.
What was once an outdated system is now a modern, safe, and high-speed network, driving our economy

forward.

A Decade of Progress in Indian Railways: Since 2014, we have worked to make Indian Railways a
symbol of development and opportunity. Today, close to 95% of broad-gauge tracks are electrified. New
tracks are being laid at 150 km per year, up from just 113 km before 2014. The Indian Railways is currently
running around 136 Vande Bharat Express train services across the country.

But this progress is not just about infrastructure-it is about empowering people. Railways have created
lakhs of jobs, improved business logistics, and made travel affordable and comfortable, especially for

lower-income groups.

Railway Budget 2025-26: A Vision for Growth. This year's budget sets new records in investment and

expansion:

Rs. 2,65,200 crore Railways. Highest-ever capital allocation for Indian Railways

200 new Vande Bharat trains for faster travel.

100 Amrit Bharat trains for affordable long-distance journeys.

17,500 new non-AC general coaches for the common people.

Rs.1,16,514 crore for safety, ensuring secure journeys.

Freight expansion to help farmers, businesses, and entrepreneurs transport goods faster and at lower costs.

Strengthening Railways in Karnataka. Karnataka is receiving Rs. 7,564 crore this year, showing the
government's commitment to railway development:

1,652 km of new railway tracks added since 2014 more than the total railway network of Sri Lanka! 96.5%
electrification completed, making travel smoother and more efficient. Kavach safety system being
deployed across 1,672 route km to enhance security. Demand for grants regarding Budget 2025

I would like to bring the kind attention of the Hon'ble Railway Minister to some important railway
proposals that are crucial for the people of my constituency and the surrounding regions. These proposals
will improve connectivity, boost economic growth, and provide better travel facilities for passengers.
Bhadravathi is home to Visvesvaraya Iron & Steel Plant (VISL), Mysore Paper Mill, and the industrial hub



of Machenahalli. The Government of India has taken steps to revive VISL by approving a mining plan and

reserving 150 acres of iron ore land.

A new railway line from Bhadravathi to Chickjajur via Channagiri (80 km) will improve connectivity
for passengers and help in transporting mining goods from Sandur to Bhadravathi in the future. I request

the Hon'ble Minister to sanction this railway line at the earliest.

Many people from Sagara and Thalaguppa travel daily for work, education, and pilgrimage. A railway
line from Thalaguppa to Hubballi via Siddapura, Sirsi, and Thadasa will provide them with a much-needed

travel option. I request the Hon'ble Minister to approve this important project.

Shivamogga and Bhadravathi have a large number of passengers traveling daily for business,

education, and pilgrimage.

A direct railway line from Shivamogga to Mangalore via Shringeri, Karkala, and Uppinangadi will

save time and improve travel convenience. I urge the Hon'ble Minister to sanction this railway line.

Many people from Shivamogga and Bhadravathi travel daily to Bengaluru for work, business, and
education. A Vande Bharat train between Yeshwantpur and Shivamogga will provide a fast and comfortable

travel option. I kindly request the Hon'ble Minister to approve this train service.

With the construction of the Shivamogga-Shikaripura-Ranebennur new railway line and the
Koteganguru Coaching Depot, train traffic in this section will increase significantly. The Birur-Bangalore
railway line doubling is almost complete. Extending it to Shivamogga will reduce delays, improve
efficiency, and enhance both passenger and freight movement. I urge the Hon'ble Minister to approve this

project at the earliest.

The Mookambika Road Byndoor station is the main railway station for pilgrims visiting the Kollur
Sri Mookambika Temple, one of the most sacred places in the country. Several important trains pass
through this station without stopping. I request the Hon'ble Minister to provide stoppages for the Vande

Bharat train and all express train passing through this station.

Providing stoppages for these trains will save time and reduce unnecessary travel expenses for

thousands of devotees.

Train No. 10215/10216 Madgaon-Ernakulam Super Express, currently a weekly service, should be
made a daily train and renamed "Mookambika Express", with a stoppage at Mookambika Road Byndoor.
KRCL authorities have confirmed there are no obstacles to this proposal. I urge the Hon'ble Minister to

approve this request.
Please consider merging Konkan Railway Corporation with Indian Railways.

This will help in bringing in budgetary investments that are essential for infrastructure

development.



Byndoor, with its major ports like Gangolli Harbour, Maravanthe Outer Harbour, and fish landing

centers in Koderi and Shirur, is a key hub for seafood exports.
A Seafood Park is also planned on 53 acres in Byndoor. With 40+ acres of railway land available.

I urge the Hon'ble Minister to sanction an additional railway line at Mookambika Road Byndoor

station to facilitate efficient seafood transportation and boost the local economy.

Hon'ble Speaker Sir, all these proposals are of great importance to the people of my constituency and the
surrounding regions. I sincerely urge the Hon'ble Railway Minister to consider these requests and take

necessary action at the earliest. Thank you.

SHRI RAJU BISTA (DARJEELING): | join the people of Darjeeling hills, Terai and Dooars in thanking Hon'ble

Prime Minister Sh. Narendra Modi ji, and Hon'ble Railway Minister Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw ji.

For setting an incredible pace for the development of Railway infrastructure in our region, as well as
across the nation. Continuing with the development of railway infrastructure in our nation, our Govt is

making significant Capital Expenditure
2013-14: Rs 28174 crores only
2025-26: Rs 2.65 Lakh Crores
Increase of 940% in the past 11 years

This year, a significant fund has been earmarked for the safety related activities in the railways. We
should take pride in the fact that the Indian Railways is the Greenest Railways in the world. Over 96%

broad-gauge network have been electrified
By comparison
USA 1%
United Kingdom 38%
European Union 56%
China electrified 71%
Our Government is modernizing tracks, and we are also modernizing trains

New trains are being introduced Amrit Bharat; Vande Bharat Chair Car; Vande Bharat Sleeper Train;

Bharat Gaurav Train;

Stations are being modernized; Amrit Bharat Station Re-development Scheme; 1337 stations across

India are being modernized and redeveloped

New Metro Are being Built; Indian Railways are not only connecting people, but they have become one of

the world's largest freight transporters



Focus on developing "Dedicated Freight Corridors" is going a long way in enabling faster transfer of goods

from one place to another

CM Mamata Banerjee was Railway Minister, but WB is getting 10 times more today, than what CM
Mamata ji allocated for WB. A total of 45 projects covering 4660kms at budget 64000cr is being
undertaken. FY 2025-26 a record budgetary allocation of Rs 13955cr have been made for Railway Projects
in WB. This is three times the total allocation made between 2009-14.

Kolkata Metro
From 1972-2014: only 28kms was constructed, Rs 6000cr spent
From 2014-2024: 38kms have been constructed
Presently 59km metro is under construction in Kolkata at Rs 23000cr
9 Vande Bharat running-3 from Siliguri; Siliguri to Guwabhati; Siliguri to Kolkata; Siliguri to Patna

100 stations modernisation under Amrit Bharat Station Scheme - including Siliguri JN, NJP,

Alipurduar in North Bengal is being undertaken
NJP Railway Station development - Rs 335c¢r
Asansol Railway Station development - Rs 43 1cr work underwat

Sevoke-Rangpo railine - Rs 12000cr project-on the verge of completion. This will connect our
Darjeeling and Kalimpong region, and the state of Sikkim with the rail network; This line will have five
stations, Rangpo, Malli, Teesta Bazar, Riyang, Sevoke. This line will provide much needed boost to

tourism in the Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Sikkim and Dooars region.

Our region being situated in the "Chicken Neck" region of India sees heavy cross border traffic too.
We get people from Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh who travel through our region. For this, the railway

infrastructure and facilities is very important
I have therefore, some demands for our region

In June 2023, the Ministry of Railways had allocated Rs 48cr towards the construction of ROB at
Rangapani level crossing. However, due to the delay in granting NOC by the WB Govt, the project was re-
set to the Railway board for cost re-estimate. I request the Railway Board to expedite the construction of
the ROB at Rangapani. People in Rangapani and nearby areas have patiently waited for this ROB, I request

the Hon'ble Minister to intervene.

Due to lack of proper medical facilities in the region, thousands of people from our region travel to
Hyderabad, Chennai and Vellore for their medical treatment. Thousands of students who study in the states
of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala also travel from our region. However,

there are no direct trains connecting South Indian cities like Hyderabad, Katpadi (Vellore), Bengaluru,



Chennai, Thiruvanantapuram from our region. Therefore, we request the Government to kindly introduce

South Bound train originating from sevoke/siliguri

The NF region being located in a critical geography which connects NE India to rest of India, and
borders Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh attracts a large number of people on a daily basis. Thousands of
people from travel to Delhi/NCR for business, study, work. However, the frequency of direct train
connection to Delhi is only twice a week. We request for trains frequency to be increased to Daily, instead

of once a week
The land of Bhagwan Jagannath is revered by the people from our region

However, even 77-years after Independence, we don't have a train originating from our region, connecting
to Bubaneshwar or Puri. I am requesting you to kindly introduce an Vande-Bharat train connecting Siliguri

to Puri, and

An Express Train connecting Siliguri to Bhubaneshwar. Increasing the number of frequency for Paharia
Express (Train No. 15722/15721), which currently operates only once a week between New Jalpaiguri

(NJP) and Digha. Increasing its frequency to at least thrice a week is requested

Siliguri Town station is located among a very busy Bagha Jatin Road, College Para, area of Siliguri.
Lack of a railway overbridged in Bagracot here, cause massive problem to the locals, especially college
students. Hence, there is an urgent need to construct a Railway Overbridged in Siliguri Town Station at the

Bagracot Area

I request for keeping Darjeeling Mail origin station at NJP or introduction of New Train from
Haldibari instead of extending Darjeeling Mail. Darjeeling Mail is the only train that runs from Siliguri to
Sealdah Station (Kolkata) and is a popular train among tourists and travellers. The Name associates the
train with the place - extending the station takes away the essence of Darjeeling Mail. Public request for
keeping Darjeeling Mail origin station at Siliguri or NJP. The Ministry can easily start a New Train from
Haldibari instead of extending Darjeeling Mail. A new train connecting North Bengal to Kolkata, which

will originate from Haldibari Railway Station can be started. It can be called "Darjeeling Express"

Opening Rangapani-Bagdogra siding like for public commercial train or laying out a new 6 km line

parallel from Rangapani to Bagdogra is necessary

This will ensure that the people from Darjeeling, Kalimpong districts can avail train services and any train
from North East India can run smoothly via that 6 km railway route. This will add the flexibility to Indian
Railways and provide more lines and options for the trains to be run on. Since, this requires approval and
permission from Army,l request the Hon'ble Minister to kindly pursue this with the Ministry of Delence.

This will also help in easing rail congestion at NJP

Constructing an NJP Bypass by connecting Ambari Falakata and Siliguri Town to ease congestion.

Connecting Ambari-Falakata to Siliguri Town station will greatly reduce the congestion at NJP. This will



also provide more options for train re-routing via Bagdogra, Naxalbari and Adhikari for the ease of

passengers in this region

Constructing a new railway line from Bagdogra to Tin Mile Hat via Ghoshpukur, Bidhangar, and
Sonapur Hat. The construction of a new line connecting these places will greatly help ease of travel for rail-
yatris from across Darjeeling hills, Terai and Dooars. As this will enable easy interchange and strengthen

the rail network in the "Chicken Neck" region

Extension of CAPITAL EXPRESS Train No 13245 till Gaya & Starting New Train from Siliguri to
Gaya. Presently it starts from NJP and ends at Rajendranagar (Patna). Extension of Capital Express to Gaya
will immensely help Buddhist pilgrims from the Darjeeling, Kalimpong Dooars, Sikkim region Tees of
thousands of people from our region visit Buddha Gaya annually, and lack of direct train connecting

Siliguri to Gaya acts as a hindrance. Starting a direct train from Siliguri to Gaya is also requested.

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway along with Kalka-Shimla Railway and Nilgiri Mountain Railway and

Matheran Hill Railway are specialized meter-gauge trains. These are part of our Heritage.

I am requesting Hon'ble Ashwini ji to establish a Separate Division for preserving these Heritage Rail

Lines. Most importantly, these trains require specially trained people to keep them running.

Due to lack of medical facilities in the region, people face huge difficulties in access proper medical
care. Opening the Tindharia Rallways hospital unit for general public will ease the pain of the people and

also build a positive relation with community at large.

Upgradation and modernization of Tindharey workshop is important. We can use this to set up Meter-
Gauge Loco-Factory, which will produce Locos for all the Mountain Railways in the country, and we can

export abroad as well.

Numerous posts in DHR, especially those in Tindharey Railway Workshop has remained unfulfilled
for long, due to which maintenance of DHR is getting delayed. There is acute staff and manpower shortage
in DHR that hampering the proper functioning of the Railway. Requesting the Minister to kindly recruit in

these open posts.

Implementation of Rule 18 of the Language Policy of India, "sign Boards of Railway stations should
be in regional language, use of language on Railway Information Boards, naming of Railway stations

should be in regional languages"

However, local language Nepali is not used. This has become a source of constant grief among the locals.

Can the Ministry use sign boards in Nepali language as well?

As DHR is a popular tourist attraction, integration of local culture and traditions through DHR could
promote tourism. Encourage engagement of local CSOs, SHGs, and youth for railways works and services,
wherever applicable.Increase of CSR activities and community engagement initiative through Railways
along Sevoke-Rangpo region. Conclusion: In supporting the Request for Grants from the Railways,

Hon'ble Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman ji has endeavoured to meet the needs of the Indian Railways.



She has encouraged them to continue serving our beloved motherland with renewed vigour. The Indian
Railways will be able to walk the path of progress and development as visualized by our Hon'ble Prime
Minister Modi ji. I once again thank Hon'ble Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw ji and congratulate him for the

efforts he has put in to transform our railways.

I commend the budget and whole heartedly support the request for grants of the

Railways.

DR. T. SUMATHY ALIAS THAMIZHACHI THANGAPANDIAN (CHENNAI SOUTH): The budgetary allocation for Railways
is grossly inadequate to execute the infrastructure development, the introduction of new trains,
modernization projects, and safety measures. No Focus on Passenger Safety. Despite multiple train
accidents over the past year, there were no announcements to improve safety standards, such as the
KAVACH safety system. The Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman did not announce any new trains or
modernization plans for Indian Railways. Though the Finance Minister announced the development of
three major railway economic corridors in last year budget, viz 1. Energy, Mineral, and Cement Corridor, 2.
Port Connectivity Corridor and 3. High Traffic Density Corridor, very much wanted in as for as the
Railway requirements of Tamil Nadu. There were expectations for significant announcements regarding
new train services. However, no major announcements were made in the budget regarding new trains. Sir,
the budgetary allocation for the Railway projects in Tamil Nadu is inadequate and cannot solve several
important issues pertaining to the railways in Tamil Nadu. The people of Tamil Nadu feel they are betrayed
by the union government. Tamil Nadu contributes richly for the Central exchequer. But get back a miserly
contribution from the union government. Railway is being no exception. Tamil Nadu gets a paltry amount
for the execution of Railway projects. 1 urge the union Government to allocate substantial amount to
expedite the completion of all pending projects. The ongoing railway projects in Tamil Nadu need the
government's attention and generous funding. Unfortunately the amount allocated in the budget were paltry
low and grossly insufficient.

I urge the government to allocate substantial funds for the execution of the following railway projects.
1. Tindivanam-Ginjee-Tiruvannamalai;

2.Tindivanam-Nagari;

3.Athipattu-Paththur,

4. Erode-Palani;

5. Chennai-Cuddalore;

6. Madurai Aruppukottai-Thoothukudi;

7. Sriperumbudur-Guduvancheri - [runkattukottai - Avadi;
8. Morappur-Dharmapuri.

9. The doubling project of Katpadi - Villupuram section.

There are several pertinent questions raised by the people of Tamil Nadu pertaining to the railway needs of
people in Chennai Division

They are,



1. The current status of progress made in the modernisation of eighteen railway stations in the Chennai

Division. How much funds are earmarked for each station.

2. How many more stations will be developed under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme apart from the 15

stations already selected under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme.

3. The current status of 4.3 km Chennai Egmore Beach fourth line? The total funds ear marked for this

project and the amount disbursed and spent so far? The approximate time of completion of the project.

4. Sir, with demand for introduction of new trains getting louder, the infrastructure development at
Tambaram terminal for introducing new trains is very important. Whether the Railways have allocated any
funds to implement the project and the steps taken to expedite this project? If so the details thereof?

5. Whether the Southern Railway has given in-principle approval for handing over MRTS to CMRL and
the merger of the Mass Rapid Transit System (MRTS) with Chennai Metro Rail Limited (CMRL).

6. Is it true that MRTS is reporting Rs 100 crore operational loss every year although the MRTS has a
potential capacity of 5 lakh passengers a day. The steps taken by the Railways to expedite the merger of
MRTS with CMRL. The funds allocated for the same. The steps taken by the government to protect the
interest of the employees of MRTS.

7. The MRTS Phase 2 Project completed between Chennai Beach and Velachery and inaugurated by former
Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi in November 2007, was proposed to be extended to the St. Thomas Mount
railway station. But the extension project is still pending for a 500-m stretch due to the lackadaisical
attitude of the union government in the last 10 years. MRTS Phase 2 project can be completed if only when
the portion of track for Chennai Metro Rail Phase-II project which extends from St. Thomas mount and
crisscrosses the Adambakkam railway station. The union Government is jeopardizing these two crucial

projects by not focusing on the speedy completion of the projects.

8. There is an urgent need for the creation of Fourth Railway terminal in Chennai to cater more train
services from and to Chennai. Whether the government is providing financial assistance and support for the

development of fourth Railway terminal is not announced in this budget.

9. Whether the Southern Railway has plans to introduce air-conditioned EMUs to boost passenger comfort
commuting on suburban sections just like in Mumbai Suburban trains. If so the details thereof and the total
number of AC coaches manufactured annually at the Integral Coach Factory (ICF) and how much AC

coaches are to be deployed on all four suburban lines.

10. The current status of modernization and Redevelopment of Egmore Railway station and the

approximate time by which it will be completed?

11. Whether the Railways is planning to start shuttle trains between Chennai and Kanchipuram and

Chennai and Villupuram.

12. I would like the Government to execute redevelopment of Saidapet railway station which is located in
the heart of the Chennai City.



13. In the same way all the MRTS stations from Velachery to Thirumylai station needs to be redeveloped

with all essential facilities for train commuters especially women, elderly persons and students.

To introduce a daily express train service from Chennai to Rameswaram via Tiruvarur,

Tiruthuraipoondi and Karaikudi for the benefit of the rail users besides providing revenue to the railways.

To expedite the electrification work between Tiruvarur and Karaikudi which would save fuel cost and

time.

To restore the railway line between Mayiladuthurai and Tharangambadi which existed when it was a

metre gauge line.

Laying of a new railway line in the Pudukottai Thanjavur Ariyalur stretch
To introduce Vande Bharat express train between Thanjavur and Chennai Egmore via Kumbakonam and

Mayiladuthura

Extension of the Hyderabad Tambaram Charminar express up to Nagercoil via Chidambaram,

Kumbakonam and Thanjavur.

Introduction of a new express from Thanjavur via Kumbakonam to New Delhi by duly extending the

Hazrat Nizamuddin-Chennai Central Hazrat Nizamuddin Garib Rath express.

To extend the Erode Tiruchi express up to Karaikal via Nagapattinam.
To meet the increasing demand the railways must double the production and utility of General Coaches,

Sleeper class Coaches, 3AC coaches in all South bound trains.

The long pending demand of the Hosur Jolarpet inter-rail service project has to be implemented very

Soon.

A multi-modal cargo terminal for Hosur area should be developed so that the industries could get the
correct logistic solutions and to increase employment opportunities
To operate an overnight express train between Velankanni and Bengaluru via Tiruvarur and

Thanjavur and an early morning express train between Velankanni and Chennai via Tiruvarur.

To operate the Tirupati-Mannargudi Pamani Express, the Ernakulam-Velankanni Express and the

Tambaram-Sengottai Express press as daily services.
To expedite modernisation of railway stations in Tamil Nadu under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme.

To speed up the 4.3 km Chennai Egmore Beach fourth line with adequate funds To fund adequately

for the infrastructure development at Tambaram terminal for introducing new trains.
To expedite the Amalgamation of MRTS with Sub-Urban trains and CMRL in Chennai mega city.

To introduce air-conditioned EMUs to boost passenger comfort commuting on suburban sections just
like in Mumbai Suburban trains.

To expedite the Modernization and Redevelopment of Egmore Railway station



To start shuttle trains between Chennai - Arakkonam and Chennai ? Kanchipuram.

Indian Railway, is a national transportation system connecting different parts of India through a rail
network. It holds the 4th rank in the list of largest Rail Networks of the world. Also the Indian Railway is a
source of major income of the Government of India.

It is the largest mode of transport in India preferred by Indians. It connects the destinations of long
distances and is quite comfortable.

Ever since the first passenger train in India ran on 16th April 1853 between Bombay and Thane, Indian
Railway has come a long way.

The first 3 zones of Indian Railways were Southern, Central and Western Zones introduced in 1951. India
got its first fully AC Train in 1956 between Howrah and Delhi.

The website of Indian Railway was launched in 2000 and consequently Indian Railway launched
online ticketing and reservation system in 2002.
Undoubtedly Indian Railway is world's 8th largest employer. It has approximately 1.3 Million employees.
Along with the employment, the Indian Railway also offers housing, sports, hospitals and other facilities to

its employees.

Indian Railway is the largest Rail Network in Asia. Indian Railway has about 8500 Railway Stations all
over India. Indian Railway has about 121407 kms. of total route and running tracks in India. Indian
Railways runs approximately 11,000 trains per day. The Indian Railway is meant for the welfare of citizens

till it is in the control of the government.

This bill seems to be the curtain raiser for the privatization of Railways. This will make Railway
profit based but will slowly be out of reach of poor Indian Citizens. There are several distinct
disadvantages of privatization of Railways.

The Indian Railway connects every small and large part of India. Privatization of Indian Railway will make
it inaccessible in less popular areas because they will generate less profit. The privatization of Indian
Railway will give a hike in fares because as it is obvious that the privatized Railway will focus only on
profits.

Private firms don't disclose their policies and so it will become impossible to access information about
Indian Railway and also it will lack transparency.

The Railways has already stopped some special ticket concession provisions in Indian Railways for Senior
citizens, physically Challenged people, freedom fighters etc. This is the further step towards privatization

of Railways by the government.

It is no secret that the Indian Railways is in dire need of funds. If the country's rail network is to be
truly strengthened and its capacity augmented by increasing the speed of trains and opening dedicated

freight corridors, huge investments are needed.

The infrastructure that we see in developed countries was all built by their governments. No private

player had either the will or the capacity to do it. Investment in railways is also rewarding.



As per an economic survey conducted by economist Arvind Subramanian, if you invest Rs 1 in the
railways, it generates Rs 5 in the economy. The Chinese government invests 11 times more in its

infrastructure than India.

There is a proposal of a National Rail Plan, or NRP, for India. It is a 30-year plan from 2021 to 2051,
which envisages investments of Rs 38.5 lakh crore. The plan is to create a "future ready" railway system by
2031.

According to the NRP, all freight trains will be privatised by 2031, along with 30 percent of the 750
railway stations. All profit-making AC coaches will also be privatised. Only loss-making second class

passenger trains will be left with the Railways.

Interestingly, the private player just has to invest in running the trains. The driver and guards will be
from the railways as will be the tracks.
The railways will also maintain the stations, while the bookings will be done by the Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism Corporation, or IRCTC, a subsidiary of the Indian Railways. This means the Indian
Railways will run only loss-making passenger trains while all profit-making trains will be operated by the
private sector. As the profit is only from AC trains, won't the railway losses increase by this? What will the
railway earn from privatisation in the first place? It will collect only haulage charges, including fees for
using station premises, railway engines, tracks, signals, and overhead electricity as well as driver salaries.
The private parties will be free to quote any prices and could resort to dynamic pricing, as happens in the
air travel business. If you ask at least what percentage of profit comes back to the public with all the private
investment, the answer is that there is no data. It has been proven time and again that the private sector
doesn't come forward to invest in infrastructure because it has a long gestation period, and they must wait
for profit to arrive. The Indian Railways is driven by a social obligation to provide basic transport facilities
to people, and lays the foundation for several small and medium scale economic activities. So privatising
the railways means privatizing profit and burdening the public sector with losses.
Women passengers safety and specific facilities:- Safety and security of Women passengers in Railways
needs to be given top priority.
There is a need to provide atleast one each all women coach in either General or AC coaches in every train
for the single women passengers to travel without any problem. I request the railway minister to depute a

police woman in the women coaches.

The cleanliness in trains particularly in toilets needs to be improved and water supply be maintained
throughout the journey. In most of the trains water supply is not there after few hours of journey. This

makes the toilets unclean and fowl smilling.

As far as the catering services are concerned lot needs to be done. The supply of clean and good food
1s mandatory in all long distance trains.
The bedsheets and blankets needs to be washed and sterilized before it is being used. There is a report that
blankets are washed once in a month. I am sure the Hon'ble Minister of railways will take this matter

seriously.



Rail coaches should not become the breeding grounds for harmful germs and bacteria. I request the Hon'ble
Minister to give top priority to maintain hygiene and cleanliness in train coaches. Never play with the life
of the people.

There are several lacunae in the maintenance of Railway Stations and platforms. This needs to be addressed

with utmost care.

Every Railway junction require a rail yatri niwas providing rest rooms at an affordable rates to rail

commuters.

Special assistance counters with women helpers must be there to assist Women passengers in every
major terminals. Porter services must be regulated and needs to be monitored with caution and care. All
railway stations should be provided with CCTV cameras at vantage points to provide 24/7 uninterrupted

security and surveillance.

Railway police strength should be increased adequately in proportion to the number of train services

and rail commuters.

The budgetary allocation for Southern Railway especially for the Railway ongoing projects in Tamil

Nadu in the last 10 years are grossly inadequate to execute the infrastructure development on time.

No Focus on Passenger Safety. Despite multiple train accidents over the past year, there were no

announcements to improve safety standards, such as the KAVACH safety system.

Tamil Nadu contributes richly for the Central exchequer. But get back a very less contribution from
the union government. The Railways is being no exception. Tamil Nadu gets a paltry amount for the
execution of Railway projects. I urge the union Government to allocate substantial amount to expedite the

completion of all pending projects.

The railway budgetary allocation to the State of Tamil Nadu in the last 4 years is almost equal to the
annual allocation to the State of UP. This continuous neglect of the needs and aspirations of the State has

resulted in extreme inconvenience to the people of Tamil Nadu.

Overall the Railways earn very high revenue in Tamil Nadu, but the budgetary allocation is very
negligible, that shows the negligence of this region in as far as Budget allocation is concerned. There is no
reason why Tamil Nadu being neglected this much though we are the second highest income earning states

in the country.

The step motherly treatment of Tamil Nadu and Tamil population by the Union Government stands
exposed again in this budget. The people of Tamil Nadu are totally dejected to see such a large scale
injustice done in as far as the Railway needs of the State are concerned.

Before I conclude, I would like to record in this august House that Tamil Nadu being the second highest
contributor to central exchequer, deserves better and much more. I hope the Hon'ble Prime Minister,
Finance Minister and Railway minister will do justice to the people of Tamil Nadu.

Sir, Modernisation of rail signalling systems and upgradation of rail safety measures is the need of the hour



especially since the Balasore rail accident which killed nearly 300 people in 2023. Whether the government
has allocated adequate funds for the installation and commissioning of KAVACH Technology in Railways?.

If so the details of the funds allocated and the work done in this regard after the Balasore rail accident.

The IRCTC is collecting insurance amount for the purchase of every railway ticket by the passengers.

I would like to know from the Hon'ble Minister the total amount collected from the passengers as insurance
premium by IRCTC every year and how the government work out the insurance plan for train passengers

At a time when hundreds and thousands of suburban commuters are suffering from poor amenities at

railway stations, especially along the Chennai Beach-Tambaram-Chengalpattu section, the announcement

that 15 railway stations of the Chennai division would be developed under the Amrit Bharat Station

Scheme (ABSS) came as a big relief.

The Station Redevelopment scheme was announced in January 2023 and the work was initiated in
March 2023. The Southern Railway had promised to complete the work in six months and appointed a
project consultant to monitor the progress of the work. While more than one-and-a-half years have passed,
the ABSS project on the Chennai Beach-Tambaram-Chengalpattu corridor is progressing at a snail's pace.
The Authorities of Southern Railway should act swiftly to complete the Station Redevelopment works

under Amrit Bharat Station Scheme.

The suburban electric train services is the mainstay for millions of commuters to travel with in

Chennai and adjoining areas.

The Integral Coach Factory (ICF), which manufactured air-conditioned trains for Mumbai suburban

services, has manufactured air-conditioned train set for the Chennai division of Southern Railway.

The 12-car AC coaches, with a passenger capacity of 5,280, have a similarity to Vande Bharat trains.
There 1s an urgent need to manufacture and prolific use of 12-car AC coaches to cater the large volume of

people commuting by suburban trains.

Therefore I urge the union government to expedite the Redevelopment works at all 15 railway stations
in Chennai division and to introduce the Vande Bharat trains with 12 coaches to cater the people from

Greater Chennai and it's adjoining areas.

The new railway line project of 179.28 Km length connecting Chennai and Cuddalore via
Mamallapuram, Puducherry is pending for 16 long years.
There was an inordinate delay due to the interference of government of Puduchery and the latest cost of the
Project stand at Rs.2670 crore. An outlay of Rs 50 crore has been provided for Financial Year 2023-24.
Final Location Survey (FLS) has been taken up on revised alignment.

The idea is to link it to the main line from Beach/Egmore and run express and goods trains.

The line was originally intended to be built from Perungudi along an embankment between OMR and
ECR to reach Mamallapuram, then down the coast to Puducherry and Cuddalore. The proposed new
railway line will connect Mamallapuram to the rail network and will cut travel time to Puducherry to less

than two hours. Now, trains take more than four hours to reach Puducherry via Villupuram. This new



railway line is very important for the people of Tamil Nadu particularly for people of the East Coast Road
(ECR) and OMR, is a crucial lifeline project. It is concerning to know that Railways has planned to start
the Chennai-Cuddalore railway line from Chengalpattu or Tambaram, instead of Perungudi avoiding the
coastal route. This will neglect the welfare of the coastal constituents and will fail to achieve its sole goal
of facilitating the train commutation of people live along the ECR and OMR. Therefore I urge the union
Government to expedite the construction of the new railway line connecting Chennai and Puduchery as

proposed in 2008.
Thank you

DR. PRABHA MALLIKARJUN (DAVANAGERE): | would like express my views on Demand for Grants for the
Ministry of Railways for the financial year 2025-26. Indian Railways has long been the lifeline of our
nation-connecting people, enabling commerce, and driving economic growth. But today, this proud
institution is in deep financial distress. Inefficiency, mismanagement, and lack of planning have pushed our
railways to the brink, leaving both passengers and freight users frustrated. The question before us is clear
will Indian Railways modernize for the 21st century, or will it collapse under outdated policies and

bureaucratic inertia?

In the Central Sector expenditure allocations for critical areas show a concerning trend. Comparing
the Revised Estimates (RE) of 2024-25 to the Budget Estimates (BE) of 2025-26, Customer Amenities
have been reduced by 6.73%, Road Safety Works at Level Crossings have decreased by 0.56%, and
allocations for Road Over/Under Bridges have dropped by 6.34%. At a time when passenger experience
and safety should be top priorities, such cuts are unjustifiable.

Meanwhile, Electrification Projects have increased slightly by just 1.27%, and Track Renewals have
gone up by a mere 0.57%. These marginal increases fail to address the pressing need for infrastructure
improvements. If we truly seek modernization and safety, why do budgetary allocations reflect shifting

priorities that undermine these very objectives?

The Railways' internal revenue for 2025-26 is estimated at Rs. 3,02,100 crore, an 8.3% increase over
last year. But these figures hide the truth. Railways' own surplus is too small to cover capital expenditure.
Every major development-new tracks, station upgrades, and high-speed corridors-is funded not through
earnings but through budgetary support and extra-budgetary resources (EBR). If the Railways cannot

finance its own growth, can we still call it "self-reliant"?
The reality of railway spending is alarming:

Salaries consume 42% of revenue,

Pensions take 22%,

and lease charges account for 20%.

That means Rs. 69 of every Rs. 100 earned is spent just on salaries and pensions! With lease charges

further draining resources, what remains for expansion and modernization? Where is the money for better



services? Where is the vision for a sustainable future?

The Operating Ratio for 2025-26 is projected at 98.4%, meaning the Railways spends Rs. 98.4 for every
Rs. 100 it earns. This is barely sustainable. In 2021-22, the Operating Ratio was 107%, meaning the
Railways lost money on every rupee earned! Instead of solving this crisis, the government resorts to
creative accounting to hide losses. The time for manipulation is over. We need real financial reforms, not

budgetary tricks.

Railway Project delays are a chronic issue. On average, railway projects take 5.3 years to complete. A
recent audit revealed that 22 out of 39 doubling-track projects exceeded five years, and only two were
completed in less than two years. Despite repeated targets and announcements, projects continue to lag
behind schedule, with rising costs and missed deadlines becoming the norm.

Railway safety remains a critical concern, with repeated failures exposing serious lapses. As of January
31, 2025, the progress under the Kavach safety system for the installation of trackside equipment stood at
only 3,677 RKm out of a total 68,000 RKm network. Despite repeated assurances, safety implementation
remains painfully slow. In 2022-23, 48 accidents were reported, while 40 accidents occurred in 2023-24.
According to an RTI reply, 313 passengers and four railway employees lost their lives in these 40 train
accidents in 2023-24. The horrific stampede at New Delhi Railway Station, which claimed 18 lives and left
many injured, is a direct result of the government's mismanagement and negligence. Despite knowing well
in advance about the massive influx of pilgrims for the Maha Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj, there was a
complete failure to prepare, regulate crowd movement, or deploy additional trains. How many more lives

must be lost before the Modi government takes responsibility?

Let me turn to my own Constituency Davanagere, which has long suffered from government neglect in
railway infrastructure, with repeated demands for solutions falling on deaf cars. The Fish Market Railway
Crossing causes massive congestion, with gates closing every hour for ten minutes. An underpass or
overbridge is urgently needed-how long must people wait?

The Ashoka Talkies Link Road remains narrow and chaotic, yet no expansion has been planned. The
Lingeshwara Temple Footpath puts pedestrians, including schoolchildren and the elderly, at daily risk due
to poor infrastructure. How can a government that claims to care about citizens ignore such basic safety

needs?

The Shimoga-Shikaripura-Ranebennur Railway Line was allocated Rs. 990 crore, yet progress is
painfully slow. This project was meant to boost the region's economy, will the government ensure when it

will be completed or continue making excuses?

The Railway Hospital and School in Harihara remain outdated, with no modernization efforts in sight. Why

are smaller cities like Davanagere left behind in development plans?

Indian Railways is in crisis. Mismanagement, delays, outdated infrastructure, and safety lapses have
pushed it to the brink. If this continues, our railway system will fall further behind while the world moves
ahead.



The people of India do not need more slogans, they demand action. They deserve a modern, efficient, and

safe railway network, not one crippled by inefficiency and neglect.

Will the government act, or will it continue to fail? The choice is theirs, but the consequences will be

borne by the people.

Thank you.
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DR. AMOL RAMSING KOLHE (SHIRUR): The Indian Railways is not just a mode of transportation; it is a lifeline

that underpins the economy, particularly for the middle and lower-income segments of our population.
Every day, Indian Railways operates more than 12,817 trains, transporting approximately 24 million
passengers across the nation. It is not just a transportation system; it is one of the world's largest employers,
with a workforce of over 1.3 million individuals. Beyond passenger transportation, Railways plays a

crucial role in the movement of freight, thus being the backbone of India's logistics sector.

Given its immense importance, the Railways sector is integral to the functioning and development of the
Indian economy. However, despite its significance, the Ministry of Railways has not been able to
adequately address the myriad challenges facing this critical sector. In this submission, I will highlight
some of the shortcomings of the current Railway Budget and how the government's approach has failed to
meet the expectations of the common people. Towards the end, I will also propose some demands for my

constituency, aiming for a more efficient, safe, and equitable railway system.

One of the most significant issues in the current Railway Budget is the neglect of infrastructure
development. The allocation for key projects, which could have provided much-needed improvements, has
been significantly reduced. For instance, the Budget Estimate (BE) for New Railway Lines has been
slashed from Rs. 34,672.56 crore in 2024-25 to Rs. 32,325.24 crore in 2025-26, marking a decline of
approximately 6.77%. Similarly, funding for the Doubling of Railway Lines has dropped by 15.67%, from
Rs. 36,806.07 crore in 2023-24 to Rs. 31,031.86 crore in the next financial year. This reduction in funding
reflects a lack of prioritization for expanding the railway network, which is vital for easing congestion and

improving the efficiency of train services.

India's railway infrastructure still lags behind global standards despite numerous ambitious claims. The
much-touted high-speed rail (HSR) corridor between Mumbai and Ahmedabad is a prime example of this
delay. Initially expected to be operational by 2023, the project is now slated for completion only by 2026.



The delays in this flagship project demonstrate the government's failure to execute large-scale

infrastructure projects on time.

Furthermore, there are currently 779 projects that are running behind schedule. Among them, 36%
have been delayed by 25-60 months, 26% by 1-12 months, 23% by 13-24 months, and 15% by more than
60 months. The average delay is about three years. These delays not only create bottlenecks in the system

but also result in missed opportunities for economic growth and job creation.

While the railway system continues to serve millions of passengers every day, the common man
continues to suffer due to poor management and lack of basic amenities. Every year, especially during
festivals, we witness images of passengers traveling under deplorable conditions. The recently concluded
Mahakumbh was a glaring example of the continued hardships faced by railway passengers. The tragic
incidents, such as people breaking glass to board overcrowded trains and the stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station that claimed lives, point to the severe mismanagement in ensuring passenger safety.

Despite such incidents, there seems to be no significant effort by the government to address the
mismatch between demand and supply. Securing confirmed tickets remains a matter of privilege, with
many passengers being forced to pay extra money to unauthorized middlemen. It is estimated that about 12
lakh people access the IRCTC website per minute. This overload often leads to temporary slowdowns or

server crashes, especially during peak travel times.

Instead of addressing these pressing issues, the government appears to focus on upgrading luxury
segments, such as the Vande Bharat trains, which cater to a small fraction of the population. While these
trains may be an achievement in terms of modernity, they do little to alleviate the everyday struggles of the

common man, who depends on affordable and reliable travel options such as the Garib Rath.

Safety has been another major concern in the Indian Railways sector. In the last five years alone, 351
people have lost their lives and 970 have been injured in 200 consequential railway accidents. The
government has failed to address this issue with the seriousness it demands. The Railway Safety Fund
remains stagnant at Rs. 45,000 crore, despite the increasing number of accidents.

One of the primary solutions to prevent train collisions is the Kavach Automatic Train Protection
(ATP) system, yet its implementation remains sluggish. While the Railway Ministry claims that the system
is being deployed on 3,000 route kilometres, this represents only a small fraction of the entire railway
network, which requires urgent safety upgrades. Without full-scale deployment of such safety measures,
the risk of accidents will continue to persist. Moreover, the safety of railway employees is also a matter of
grave concern. The tragic deaths of railway employees due to manual coupling of train engines and coaches
highlight a systemic failure to prioritize worker safety. As India moves towards digitalization, the continued
reliance on outdated and hazardous manual processes in the railway system is a disturbing contradiction.
According to the Minister's own reply, at least 361 railway workers have lost their lives in the past five

years due to these unsafe working conditions.

Indian Railways is one of the largest employers in the country, yet there is a severe shortage of staff,

especially in critical safety categories. As of June 2023, there were 2.74 lakh vacant posts, with over 1.7



lakh of them in safety categories such as train drivers, track maintainers, signal controllers, and station
masters. These vacancies represent a direct threat to passenger safety, as overburdened workers are more

prone to errors, which can lead to accidents and operational inefficiencies.

The recruitment process, unfortunately, is plagued by delays. Railway recruitment exams are often
postponed, and the process can stretch on for years, causing frustration among job seekers. In a country
where millions of youth are eagerly awaiting employment, the prolonged delays in recruitment only add to
their hardships. The government's lack of urgency in filling these vacancies, coupled with the rise of
contractual hiring, further exacerbates the situation. Contractual employees are often deprived of job
security, benefits, and protections that permanent staff enjoy. This not only undermines the morale of the

workforce but also fosters an environment of exploitation and inequality.

The decision to hire retired staff instead of recruiting young talent is yet another example of the
government's failure to create stable, long-term employment opportunities for the youth. This practice
deprives young aspirants of a chance to build a career in the public sector and undermines the future of

Indian Railways.

One of the major concerns with the Indian Railways sector is the declining share of rail in freight
transport. In 1951, railways accounted for 85% of freight transport, but by 2022, this figure had dropped to
a mere 27%. This decline is due to the increasing preference for road transport, which is more flexible and
faster for short distances. Despite the government's claims to increase the share of railways in freight

transportation, the actual figures and the budget allocation suggest otherwise.

The Operating Ratio, which stood at 90.12% in 2012-13, remains alarmingly high at 98.43%. This
means that for every Rs. 100 earned, Rs. 98.43 is spent on operating expenses, leaving little room for
investment in infrastructure expansion, modernization, or the improvement of services. The high Operating
Ratio is indicative of poor financial health and inefficient management, which further limits the ability of

Indian Railways to modernize and compete with other modes of transport.

Finally, I would like to highlight a few demands raised by the people in my constituency. I have raised
these issues multiple times using various parliamentary tools, but unfortunately, I am compelled to repeat

them as there has been no progress.

Pune and Nashik have experienced rapid economic growth in recent years, which has led to a
significant rise in the volume of people and goods being transported along the Pune-Nashik route. Together
with Mumbai, Pune and Nashik form the "Golden Triangle" of Maharashtra, a region known for its fast-
paced socio-economic development. Seamless connectivity to industrial zones in Pune and Nashik, such as
Alandi, Chakan, Khed, Manchar,Narayangaon, Sinnar, and Satpur, is crucial. This would create a new

revenue stream for industries by enabling the fast-track movement of cargo via railways.

In addition, providing connectivity for the transportation of coal to thermal power plants is essential for
supporting energy needs. It will also facilitate the cost-effective transportation of industrial goods from the

Pune region to different parts of the country and to ports.



Therefore, I urge the government to complete the project as per the original Detailed Project Report

(DPR) as soon as possible.

Furthermore, the proposed Kalyan-Nagar railway line, which will connect Marathwada to Mumbai.
This will help Marathwada a drought-prone and historically neglected region of Maharashtra. It faced long

and serious development challenges due to scarce natural resources and limited infrastructure.

The much-awaited railway connectivity will benefit the people of eight districts in the region, namely
Aurangabad, Beed, Hingoli, Jalna, Latur, Nanded, Osmanabad, and Parbhani. Also a dedicated freight
corridor linking key industrial zones in Maharashtra (Sambhajinagar, Karde, Ranjangaon, Chakan,

Talegaon to ports like JNPT and Vadhvan), will further enhance the region's economic prospects.

I hope that the Minister will consider the suggestions provided as constructive criticism and take
action on the various concerns raised above. As an opposition MP, it is my duty to hold the government
accountable and ensure that the voices of the people are heard. The issues raised are not just points of
disagreement but reflect the genuine concerns of the public. I urge the government to engage in meaningful
dialogue, acknowledge the shortcomings, and take immediate steps to address these pressing matters. It is

only through collaboration and transparency that we can work towards a better future for all citizens.
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SUSHRI PRANITI SUSHILKUMAR SHINDE (SOLAPUR): The Indian Railways is currently facing a range of pressing

challenges that threaten its efficiency and long-term sustainability. A major concern is its financial strain,
with 99% of internal revenue being spent on operational costs. This leaves minimal surplus for crucial
capital investments needed to upgrade infrastructure, enhance safety measures, and improve passenger
amenities. Some of the issues affecting Solapur have been mentioned below: Several trains running through
Solapur Division of Central Railway were discontinued due to the implementation of the Zero-Based Time
Table (ZBTT). These trains provided essential connectivity for passengers, and their absence continues to

cause significant inconvenience.

1. 22133/34 Kolhapur-Solapur Express (extended to Hyderabad)
2.22145/46 Pandharpur-Miraj Express



. 11307/08 Hyderabad-Gulbarga Intercity (extended to Solapur)
. 02111/12 Solapur-Nagpur Biweekly Superfast Express
. 71301 Solapur-Guntakal Passenger
. 57628 Gulbarga-Solapur Passenger (extended to Miraj)
. 57659 Solapur-Falaknuma Passenger (extended to Miraj)
. 11423/24 Solapur-Hubli Intercity Express
. 51029/30 Mumbai-Solapur-Bijapur Fast Passenger
10. 07003/04 Hyderabad-Solapur Intercity Express (extended to Kolhapur)
11. 11001/02 Pandharpur-Sainagar Shirdi Express
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These trains are crucial for daily commuters, traders, and pilgrims, and their restoration is urgent to

improve regional mobility.

Previously, Group ID technical posts in the railways required III certification, ensuring skilled workers for
technical roles. However, the new eligibility criteria have been lowered to 10th pass, leading to a lack of
necessary technical expertise. The Ministry of Railways must revise the eligibility criteria to ensure
technically skilled candidates are appointed for technical roles, safeguarding the quality and safety of

railway operations.

For many years, senior citizens of Solapur were granted railway ticket concessions 40% for men and 50%
for women. However, this essential benefit has now been discontinued, causing financial strain on elderly
passengers who rely on limited pensions for survival. Due to rising travel costs, many senior citizens
struggle to afford train tickets, restricting their mobility and access to essential services. The Retired
Employees (1995) Coordination Committee (National Organization, Solapur Division) has requested the

reinstatement of these concessions to case their financial burden.

There is an urgent need to thoroughly evaluate the performance of contractors providing services in the
Railways. Despite ongoing efforts to improve passenger experience, hygiene standards across various
classes remain unsatisfactory. This persistent issue poses a significant challenge, particularly for women

travellers, who often face discomfort and inconvenience during their journeys.

The government must implement a robust monitoring system, enforce accountability measures, and
introduce stricter penalties for non-compliance. By improving hygiene standards across all classes, the

Railways can create a safer and more welcoming environment, especially for women travellers.

To alleviate passenger congestion, it is essential to reintroduce 2AC coaches in the following trains:

1. 12115/12116-Siddheshwar Express (Minimum 3 2AC coaches required)

2. 11311/11312-Solapur Hassan Express (Minimum 3 2AC coaches required)

3. 11301/11302-Udyan Express (Minimum 3 2AC coaches required)

Adding these coaches will enhance passenger comfort and better accommodate the growing demand for

reserved seating.



Apart from the above-mentioned issues, it is imperative for the government to look into the issue of railway
safety. The Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh (RRSK) fund was established by the central government in
2017-18 to renew, replace, and upgrade critical railway safety assets. The fund aimed to accumulate 21
lakh crore over five years, with an annual allocation of 320,000 crore 15,000 crore from the central
government and 5,000 crore from Railways' internal resources. Extended for another five years from
2022-23, the fund has faced shortfalls due to inadequate revenue surplus. In 2025-26, only 22,000 crore is
allocated from internal revenue, while the 2024-25 revised estimate shows a 49% reduction compared to

the initial budget estimate.

Therefore, timely and decisive government intervention is crucial to addressing the financial and
operational challenges faced by the Railways. Proactive measures are required to ensure its long-term

sustainability.
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*m58 SHRI TAMILSELVAN THANGA (THENI): I as a representative of Tamil Nadu express my
concerns about the railway budget for the year 2025-26. The Budget presented by Hon Finance Minister in
this House displays several aspects which cause concern not only to my State of Tamil Nadu but for the

entire nation. There are several key problems. There is Disparity in fund allocation for Railways. First of



all, Rs. 2,65,200 crore has been allocated for the Railways in this Budget. Out of which only Rs.6,626 crore
has been allocated for Tamil Nadu. Whereas Rs. 17,155 crore has been allocated for Gujarat, and Rs.
23,778 crore has been allocated for Maharashtra. Besides Rs. 10,066 crore has been allocated for Bihar

where the Assembly election is round the corner.

This partisan attitude in the Budget allocation. More funds have been allocated in a magnanimous
way for two States where Bullet train projects are scheduled to take off. But such an allocation is denied for
Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu and many other south Indian States are getting meagre allocation for their new
railway lines and for their infrastructure development. The government is talking about cooperative
federalism. But where is cooperation in sharing of the railway projects equally? The operational ratio of the
Railways is an important aspect. The operational ratio of the Railways is at a dangerous level of 98.43 per
cent. This means, for every Rs. 100 earned it is spending Rs. 98.43. This gives very little surplus for
development projects. This is not fiscal prudence. This is the continuation of the wrong financial
management that is affecting our railways for over a long period of time. Too much dependency on coal on
the freight income is another aspect of concern. High priority to coal in the freight income can be
witnessed. Out of the total freight income, 52 per cent amount is used to reduce carbon emissions in India
and to make transform towards renewable energy. Too much dependency on coal for transport is a matter of
big concern. Besides it is also creating a strategic financial effect on the Railways. There is deficit of funds
as well as depreciation of funds. There is no sufficient fund allocation for depreciation. Only Rs.1500 crore
1s allocated for the financial year 2025-26. While the CAG report has indicated about funds to the tune of
Rs. 34,000 crore for exchanging the outdated assets. This is no less than a gamble on the lives of the rail

passengers.

I want to talk about rail accidents and safety aspects. Since 2014 to the year 2024, 678 railway
accidents have taken place. This is a whooping number of 68 accidents per year. The compensation paid by
the government towards railway accidents in the past three years (2021-24) alone stood at Rs. 38.26 crore.
There were also very gruesome train accidents like the Coromandel train accident of 2023 and the
Kanchenjunga train accident of 2024. Many people died and several others were injured due to the
stampede in the New Delhi railway station recently. The government failed to move towards the target of
accident-free travel. You have mentioned that you have allocated Rs. 800 Crore towards installing the
Kavach-accident prevention system throughout the country. But there is no clear information on how many
trains are fitted with this Kavach system. Kavach system must invariably be installed in all the trains on
priority basis. The Rashtriya Rail Samraksha Kosh was not allocated sufficient amount of funds
continuously. It is allocated 49% less than the allocation that was done in 2024-25. When you allocate less
amount of fund for safety on a regular basis, how can the government say that they are giving priority to

aspects of safety?

There is less attention to the Non-AC coaches. Budget for 2025-26 The has completely failed to
rectify the decreasing number of passenger traffic in the non-AC coaches. This is affecting common people
of many States including Tamil Nadu. While the passenger traffic passengers in AC coaches have increased

by 8.14 %. I must admit that this has seen only a 0.3 per cent growth as regards non-AC coaches. Some



parts even show negative growth. Amrit Bharat railway station as a development project. Though the Hon
Minister of Railways say with pride that the Amrit Bharat railway station Scheme is for development, only
two stations were revamped through the Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode. Where is the private
investment that was promised for this project? What are the changes that were promised in our railway
stations? Women safety is at doldrums. Whether railways are safe for women? The answer to this question
would a big ?No?. How much fund has railways got from the Nirbhaya scheme. Recently while travelling
in the Coimbatore?Tirupati train, a pregnant women when sexually harassed, objected to this, and as result
she was pushed out from the moving train. Where is women?s safety? Specific needs of the Tamil People.
New railway line between Dindigul and Sabarimala is a long pending demand of the people. There are
around one Crore pilgrims who visit Sabarimala every year. If this new railway line is approved, it would

help even pilgrims from Kashmir to reach Sabarimala without any difficulty.

The train that is operated thrice a week between Bodinayakkanur and Chennai should be operated
daily. In my Theni constituency, a train departs from Madurai by 8.15 am and reaches Bodinayakkanur by
10.00 am. But this is helpful only to the people of Madurai. This train service is of no help to the people of
Theni. If this train is operated from Theni during mornings and operated from Madurai during evenings it
would be very helpful for people of both Madurai and Theni. Need for a stoppage at Sholavandan railway
station in my constituency. If trains are having stoppages in places like Sholavandan, the local people

affected by traffic congestion will get benefits besides earning revenue for Railways.

The speed of the freight trains should be increased. The freight trains are now operated only at a speed
of 35 km per hour. If the speed is increased to 70 km per hour, it will help in making the goods reach the
destination faster besides fetching additional revenue for the country. Staff who can speak Tamil language
is the need of the hour for Railways. Union government has the right to appoint Railway Officials. My
request 1s that, the employees who can speak the local language of that area only should be appointed. As
the Southern Railway mostly comprises Tamil Nadu and Kerala, the General Manager of the South Zone

should be a person who can be able to speak either Tamil or Malayalam. Autonomy to Railway Zones.

Finally under this Bill you have simplified the legal framework by integrating the Railway Board Law
of 1905, and Railway Law, 1989. I recommend that Railway zones should be given autonomy. Please
allow them to make independent decisions and this will help in understanding the demands locally besides
fulfilling the needs. Hon Speaker Sir, the people of Tamil Nadu expect the best in the Railway Budget and
in this regard we request for you that (i) The railway projects should be shared among states equally; (ii)
The safety concerns must be addressed immediately and sufficient funds must be allocated; (ii1) There
should be a clear roadmap for reducing the dependency on coal; (iv) The facility of common people to
travel at less cost must be improved; and (v) This budget lack vision, instead it is a continuation of the
same pattern of wrong policies due to which Railways is made to struggle. As representatives of the people,

we will not be able to accept this Budget. Thank you.

SHRI C. N. ANNADURAI (TIRUVANNAMALAI): | am really thankful to you for giving me an opportunity to express
my views on Demands for Grants 2025-26 pertaining to Ministry of Railways and its working. The total

revenue expenditure in 2025-26 is estimated at Rs. 2,99,059 crore, an increase of 7.7 per cent over the



revised estimate of 2024-25. Capital expenditure: In 2025-26, capital expenditure is estimated at Rs.
2,65,200 crore, same as the revised estimate for 2024-25. Sir, each one of us is aware that Railways is one
of the pivotal public sector enterprises which contains the capacity for endowing the largest number of
employments. Years before, a separate budget for the Ministry of Railways is to be passed by the

Parliament perhaps keeping in view the importance of Railways in public life.

The Ministry of Railways is not getting its due budgetary allocation in the General Budget for
expanding the network of Railways, its modernization and adoption of latest technology and scientific
method of working. As a result, we witness train accidents so frequently, causing loss of mankind and
national properties. In fact, the Union Budget 2025-26, in nutshell, is comprehensively biased as the budget
completely ignores the needs of Tamil Nadu and betrayed the expectations of the people, therefore, the
budget is totally anti-poor, anti-women, anti-youth and anti-farmer. The Union Budget is prejudiced as it
completely ignored the demands of Tamil Nadu for numerous projects viz. Highways and Railways
Projects, Coimbatore and Madurai Metro Rail Projects and despite the fact the economic survey, ranking of
higher Education Institutions and the NITI Aayog Reports praised the State's activities. Needless to say,

reduction in central funding increase the financial burden on the State Government.

Although Tamil Nadu has received allocation of Rs. 6,626 crore for railway projects which is a
merely four per cent increase over allocation of Rs. 6,331 crore for 2024-25, however, railway
infrastructure projects in Tamil Nadu is not effectively implemented so as to avoid time and cost overruns.
The Budgetary allocation is not adequate as per requirement of railway infrastructure of the State.
However, I appeal the Union Government to allocate sufficient fund for the development of railways in
Tamil Nadu in general and my Constituency Tiruvannamalai in particular, by taking into consideration the

following:-

(1) Adequate allocation of funds for new Railway line from Thindivanam to Tiruvannamalai which is under

construction for the last 10 years, thereby, there is need for expediting the work;

(i1) Daily direct intercity express train between Chennai and Tiruvannamalai as well as Bangalore and

Tiruvannamalai;

(i11) Expeditious completion of work of AMRIT Bharat Station work for Tiruvannamalai, Tirupattur &

Jolarpettai in the larger public interest;
(iv) To setup rail/coach manufacturing factory at Jolarpettai junction, Tamil Nadu;

(v) A time bound action plan for redevelopment of Railway stations in the country as well as in the state of
Tamil Nadu;

(vi) More number of Vane Bharat Express trains for different parts of Tamil Nadu, especially

Tiruvannamalai;

(vil) More railway concessions in fare to senior citizens, students & women, particularly sleeper class and
3rd AC class;



(vii1) Upgradation of Tiruvannamalai railway station to world class standard invite pilgrims to the city of

religion and spiritualism;

(ix) Stoppage of 20671/20672 Madurai Bengaluru Cantt Vande Bharat Express at Tirupattur Railway

Station, Tamil Nadu; and

(x) Stoppage of 20643 / 20644 MGR Chennai Central - Coimbatore Vande Bharat Express train at

Jolarpettai Junction, Tamil Nadu.

Tamil Nadu is one of the highest revenue contributors in the form of income tax and corporate taxes
but unfortunately, Tamil Nadu does not get the corresponding State share, thereby limiting the fiscal space
for supporting welfare schemes by State Government. The Government is cherishing 'Viksit Bharat' by
2047, a long term drawn plan and aspiring to rule the country till that period without serving the people's

interest.

I would like to mention that the honourable and visionary Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru M.K.
Stalin, the embodiment of progress and champion of welfarism, is taking lots of initiatives for all round
development of the State and fulfilling the aspiration of the people. He is inviting huge investments for
economic growth and development of the State and creating vast opportunities for employment generation.
*m60 SHRI ESWARASAMY K. (POLLACHI): I wish to state the following demands regarding
Pothanur Railway Station, coming under the Pollachi parliamentary constituency:

Pothanur railway station was constructed in 1861 by the Britishers. This is the third railway station
constructed in South India. The gauge conversion work between Pothanur and Dindigul was completed in
the year 2017. Southern Railways assured that the trains operated before the Gauge conversion will
continue to be operated. But even years after the gauge conversion, the train services which were stopped
did not resume its services. Especially, the trains which were operated from Coimbatore to Rameswaram,
Tuticorin, Bodinayakanur, Shengottai and Kollam have not been resumed. Moreover, it has been a
consistent demand of the people of Coimbatore that the train services to Tiruchendur, Kanyakumari,
Tirunelveli, etc. must also been continued. I urge upon the Ministry of Railways to take up these demands
and operate the trains at the earliest. There should be facilities to maintain trains should be set up in
Pothanur. Pit line, sick line, stabling line, shunting and other frameworks should be set up. I urge upon the
Ministry of Railways to issue orders for releasing funds and for starting work on war-footing basis besides
giving stoppage at Pothanur for Coimbatore-Mangalore Intercity Express, Ernakulam-Karaikkal Express,
Mettupalayam-Thoothukudi Express trains which pass through Pothanur. I also request the Ministry of
Railways to decide in operating trains from Erode to Rameswaram via Tiruppur, Pothanur, Pollachi and
Palani. Chettipalayam railway station was fully operational but due to the gauge conversion process, this
station was demolished. It was assured earlier that once the process was complete, this Chettipalayam
railway station would be reconstructed and made operational. But till date, the construction of this railway
station is stalled. So, I urge upon the Ministry of Railways to immediately construct the Chettipalayam

railway station and make it operational.



There is a long pending demand from the people that a new railway line from Coimbatore to Karur
via Pothanur, Chettipalayam, Palladam, Pongalur, Kangeyam and Vellakoil should be laid. I request the
Ministry of Railways to construct this new line, considering to benefit of people of this area. Pollachi
Railway Station is a old railway station. Agricultural output is more in this area. Farmers and traders from
different areas commute to Pollachi on a daily basis. Especially, Pollachi has good amount of coconut
production. Pollachi is a wonderful place famous for movie shooting. Shooting of many movies have been
place in Pollachi. Moreover, the hilly region of Valparai has to be reached via Pollachi. In the past more
number of trains were passing on the narrow gauge railway tracks. But nowadays, the number of such
trains has been reduced. So I urge upon the Ministry of Railways to take initiatives to increase the number
of trains being run in this route and make arrangements for maintenance of such trains in Pollachi railway

station in order to upgrade this railway station to the next level.

Koilpalayam is a railway station which was functional on the Pothanur-Pollachi railway route. Seven
factories are situated here in Kovilpalayam with an employee strength of nearly 4000. When this station
was functional it served as a boon to the local people, students as well as employees. When this railway
station was completely demolished due broad-gauge conversion, it was expected to be rebuilt. But the
Ministry of Railways completely gave up its reconstruction. Therefore, I urge upon the Ministry of
Railways to immediately reconstruct Kovilpalayam railway station and make it operational. Train Nos
12673/12674 Cheran Express is currently operating between Chennai and Coimbatore. The people of
Pollachi have been demanding for extension of this train service up to Pollachi. If it is extended, it will
immensely benefit the people living in and around Pollachi. I request the Ministry of Railways to take a
favorable decision regarding this extension. Train Nos. 22665/22666 Udaya Express train is currently being
operated on Coimbatore-Bengaluru-Coimbatore route. The Southern Railway has been successful in the
trial run of this train via Pothanur, Pollachi and Palakkad. It was said that the services of this train will be
started soon. But till date no announcement has been made about the functionality of this route. Therefore,
I request the Ministry of Railways to take a favorable decision on this issue and make an announcement in

this regard at the earliest.

Southern Railways had devised a plan to operate a train from Mayiladuthurai to Palakkad via Trichy,
Dindigul, Palani and Pollachi. People were also of the opinion that this route may be extended till
Coimbatore. But for reasons known to the Railway Management, this project has taken a back seat. Had
this route been operative, it would have benefitted people belonging to many districts of Tamil Nadu.
Therefore, I request the Ministry of Railways to do the needful to make this route operational. Moreover, |
further request the Ministry of Railways to increase the speed of trains in Erode-Coimbatore route besides
modernizing the signaling system and installation of Kavach system so as to ensure rail safety. I also urge
upon the Union government and the Ministry of Railways to resume the concessions given to senior
citizens in the past. The train fare for long distance passenger train was that of an ordinary fare. But the
passenger train fare operating above 200 kilometres was increased at par with Express trains. This has very

much affected the poor and common public very much. Already the common man is under severe



economic crisis. So I urge upon the Ministry of Railways to bring back the ordinary fare system for even

long distance passenger trains running beyond 200 kilometres.

1. In Tiruppur district, in Udumalpet-Kozhumam road, across LC No.92, an Rail over Bridge (ROB) of B

class should be constructed.

2. In Tiruppur district, in Madathukulam-Komaralingam Road, across L C No.80, a Rail Over Bridge
(ROB) of B Class should be constructed.

3. All express trains should be given stoppages in Madathukulam Railway station and action to be taken.

4. Chennai-Palakkad Train (No. 22651) should depart from Dindigul railway station at 5.40 am instead of 6
am. This time change would ensure this train to reach Pollachi station at 7.40 am. This will help passengers
from the areas like Dindigul, Ottanchathram, Palani, Udumalaipet passengers to connect with onward
travel through Pollachi-Coimbatore train departing Pollachi at 8 am. This will ensure train facility from

Pollachi area to Coimbatore.
5.0106/0107 Kovai-Dindigul Special Train must the resumed.

6. Please resume the operation of Coimbatore-Chennai Tambaram-Coimbatore 06184/06185 special service

via Dindigul, Tiruchirapalli, Virudhachalam and Viluppuram.
7. 06029/06030 Mettupalayam-Tirunelveli-Mettupalayam weekly special train should be resumed again

8. Palakkad-Tiruchendur-Palakkad express train No 16731/16732 should have a stoppage at Madathukulam

station for unreserved seats.

9. Many railway stations should be constructed and upgraded all over Tamil Nadu under Amrit Bharat

scheme.

*m61 SUSHRI S. JOTHIMANI (KARUR): I would like to place my views on the Demands for Grants
under the control of the Ministry of Railways.

At the outset, I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the Government's initiative in upgrading
railway stations, particularly in my region. The upgradation of Karur and Manapparai railway stations is a
welcome step, and I acknowledge the efforts taken to improve passenger amenities, infrastructure, and
overall travel experience in these locations. This development was long overdue, and I hope the project is

implemented efficiently without unnecessary delays.

However, while we appreciate these positive steps, it is also our duty as the Opposition to critically
analyze the overall budgetary allocation, policy direction, and execution of railway projects across the
country. The Indian Railways is not just a transport network; it is the backbone of our economy, a lifeline
for millions of daily commuters, and a crucial driver of regional connectivity and industrial growth. But

despite grand announcements, the reality on the ground presents many challenges.



The Government has proposed a substantial budget for the Railways, citing ambitious modernization
plans, new high-speed corridors, and infrastructural expansion. However, has the Government effectively
utilized the funds allocated in previous years? Many projects remain incomplete, passenger services are not

improving at the expected pace, and railway infrastructure in several regions still lacks basic amenities.

This Government is aggressively pushing for privatization under the guise of Public-Private
Partnerships (PPP). While private investments can bring efficiency, the core question is, at what cost? Are
we handing over our national assets to corporate interests without adequate safeguards? Ticket prices are
rising, premium trains are being prioritized, while the common man is being left behind. Indian Railways

must remain a people's transport system, not just a profit-driven enterprise.

Rail accidents, derailments, and track failures continue to occur, raising concerns about passenger
safety. Alongside focusing on bullet trains and luxury projects, the Government must equally prioritize the
safety and efficiency of existing railway networks. The need of the hour is investment in track

maintenance, modernization of signals, and recruitment of sufficient staff, especially in safety-related roles.

Frequent fare hikes, increased platform ticket prices, and additional service charges are making train
travel expensive for the common people. At the same time, basic facilities at railway stations, hygiene in
trains, and punctuality are deteriorating. The concession for senior citizens has also been done away with.

If the Railways belong to the people, why is the Government making it unaffordable for them?

While big cities and elite corridors get maximum attention, railway services in smaller towns and
rural areas are being ignored. Many small towns have been overlooked while assigning stoppages of trains.
The delays in new railway lines, electrification, and doubling of tracks in less-developed regions need
urgent attention. The freight sector, which i1s the backbone of railway revenue, is also not seeing the

necessary reforms to compete with road transport.

Lakhs of railway job aspirants are waiting for recruitment, yet the Government is reducing permanent
jobs and replacing them with contractual employment. This is unfair to the youth who aspire to serve the
Railways and contributes to job insecurity in a sector that should be providing stable employment. The
Opposition is not against development or modernisation. We welcome genuine reforms that improve

railway services for the people. However, the Government must ensure that:
Railway safety is prioritized over fancy projects.

Common passengers do not bear the brunt of unreasonable fare hikes.
Privatization does not lead to monopolization and exploitation.

Regional connectivity and employment opportunities are enhanced.

While I once again express my appreciation and gratitude for the upgradation of Karur and Manapparai
railway stations I would like to raise other long-pending issues that my Parliamentary constituency, Karur,

has been facing. Severe water logging issues in the subways in following places has to be addressed:



Vedasandur Assembly
Vellapaarai
Subramaniya Pillaiyur
Puliyampatti
Pudukottai
Nallamanarkottai

Eriyode

NS R =

Ramagiri Privu and Sengattupatti privu
Manapparai Assembly

Kumarmpatti Vyampatti Block

Manapparai town

Flyover and subway have to be constructed in the following places of Karur district and Manapparai

Assembly:

Noyyal Velayutham Palayam

Punnam Chatram ? TNPL

Maravapalayam-GandhiNagar

Mayanur

Veerarakkiyam

Manapparai Assembly

Elangakurichi Railway gate

Vyampatti RS

The Train Stoppages at the following places are required:

The Madurai-SMVT Bengaluru Vande Bharat Express at Karur railway station
Sengottai-Mayiladuturai Express stoppage at Ayyalur Railway station

Palani Express at Palayam Railway station

Also, the stoppage of following Trains at Manapparai Railway station is required:
Thirupathi Rameshwaram Express

Antyodaya Superfast Express

Superfast Express Chennai to Kollam

Thiruchendur to Chennai Express



Madurai-Oka Special Train

We also request the stoppage of Trains at Mandayur railway station in Viralimalai assembly. It is a
nearby station for around 5,000 students and youth from Anna university, Bharati Dhasan University, [IM

and IT Companies

I further request the hon. Railway Minister for the day train from Karur to Chennai and vice-versa. And
to add the First and second AC coaches to the Mangalore - Chennai Express Via Karur. These are all the
long pending issues which I have brought into the notice of the Ministry of Railways repeatedly over the

last five years. I urge the hon. Union Minister for Railways to do the needful immediately. Thank you.

SHRI RAJABHAU PARAG PRAKASH WAJE (NASHIK): | woul like to highlight the urgent railway infrastructure needs

of Nashik and to request the Ministry of Railways to take immediate action on these demands.

Nashik is set to host the grand Kumbh Mela in 2027, which will attract millions of pilgrims, tourists,

and dignitaries from across India and the world.

Given the large-scale movement of people and goods, it is imperative that these railway projects are
sanctioned and completed well before 2027 to ensure smooth transportation, prevent congestion, and

facilitate economic and religious tourism.

Completion of the Pune-Nashik semi-high-speed rail project ? The proposed Pune-Nashik semi-high-
speed rail line is poised to revolutionize transportation between these two pivotal cities. This project aims
to facilitate travel at speeds of up to 200 km/h, reducing journey time to just two hours. It promises to
invigorate economic activities, streamline the movement of goods, and provide a swift travel option for

passengers. However, this project has faced delays due to alignment issues and other challenges.

I urge the Ministry of Railways to resolve these impediments immediately and fast-track this

transformative project, ensuring its completion well before Kumbh Mela 2027.

Introduction of a Dedicated Nashik-Mumbai Intercity Train is the need of the hour. One of the most
urgent demands from the people of Nashik is the introduction of a dedicated Nashik-Mumbai Intercity
Express to cater to the increasing number of daily commuters, professionals, students, and traders.
Currently, Nashik residents depend on long-distance trains, which are often fully booked, making travel
inconvenient. A dedicated intercity train with an early morning departure from Nashik and an evening
return service from Mumbai would greatly benefit daily passengers. A semi-high-speed train or Vande
Bharat Express service between Nashik and Mumbai should also be explored to significantly reduce travel

time and boost economic connectivity.

I urge the Ministry of Railways to approve this intercity train and explore the feasibility of a semi-

high-speed service on this route.

Increasing stoppages of trains at Nashik Road and Deolali stations ? Nashik is a fast-growing city
with rising passenger traffic. However, many important trains do not halt at Nashik Road and Deolali

stations, causing severe inconvenience to passengers. Several long-distance trains, including Rajdhani,



Duronto, and major express trains, skip these stations despite high passenger demand. Nashik Road station
serves not just Nashik city but also major industrial and pilgrimage hubs like Trimbakeshwar and Shirdi.

Deolali Station serves the military cantonment area and must be prioritized for better connectivity.

I urge the Ministry of Railways to approve stoppages for additional trains at Nashik Road and

Deolali stations to ease passenger congestion and improve accessibility.

Integrated Redevelopment of Nashik Road Railway Station ? The Nashik Road Railway Station is
the main rail hub for the city but lacks modern infrastructure to handle rising passenger traffic. I request the
Ministry of Railways to approve a comprehensive redevelopment plan for Nashik Road station, including
modern passenger amenities, including escalators, wider platforms, and better waiting areas; multimodal
transport integration with Metro NEO, city buses, and auto-rickshaws for seamless connectivity; dedicated
terminals for suburban and intercity trains to manage traffic efficiently; smart station facilities, digital

displays, and enhanced security infrastructure.

This revamped railway station will serve as a transit hub for Nashik's growing population and

industries, making rail travel more comfortable and efficient before Kumbh Mela 2027.

Urgent need for railway overbridges in Nashik, including Gangawadi ? There is an urgent need to
construct multiple railway overbridges (ROBs) across Nashik district, as several railway crossings create
traffic bottlenecks, safety hazards, and economic hardships for local residents and businesses. a)
Construction of a Railway Overbridge at Gangawadi Eklahare - The Gangawadi Eklahare railway crossing
has been in use for over 75 years and remains a critical route for thousands traveling to Eklahare Thermal
Power Station, Samangaon, Kotamgaon, Hinganwedhe, Odha, and Jail Road Nashik. The low height of the
existing railway crossing (mori) causes severe inconvenience, especially for large vehicles, agriculture-

related transport, and essential services.

I urge the Ministry of Railways to approve the immediate construction of a Railway Overbridge
(ROB) at Gangawadi Eklahare before Kumbh Mela 2027.

b) Additional Bridges Needed at Other Locations ? More ROBs should be planned at other critical
railway crossings in Nashik to ease congestion and improve connectivity. Key locations requiring urgent
ROB construction include, Nashik Road-Deolali Belt, Odha Railway Crossing and Samangaon and

Kotamgaon Industrial Belt.

I request the Ministry of Railways to identify high-traffic railway crossings in Nashik and expedite

the construction of necessary bridges before 2027.

Fast-track the Nashik-Wadhvan Port rail track ? One of the most critical railway projects that should
be prioritized is the Nashik-Wadhvan Port Rail Track. This proposed railway line will enhance connectivity
between Nashik and Wadhvan Port, enabling faster movement of goods and reducing logistics costs for
industries in Nashik. The most significant aspect of this project is that it passes through Trimbakeshwar,

one of the most important pilgrimage sites in India. If this railway line is constructed before the Kumbh



Mela 2027, it will provide direct train connectivity for pilgrims traveling to Trimbakeshwar, significantly

reducing road congestion and improving accessibility.

I urge the Ministry of Railways to expedite land acquisition, approvals, and construction of this

project to ensure that the railway line is operational before the Kumbh Mela.

Addressing the issues of small food vendors at railway stations ? I also want to bring attention to the
difficulties faced by small food licensees (vendors) operating at railway stations. These vendors provide
food to passengers at fair prices set by the Railways and support millions of families across India. The
Railway Board has not revised food pricing for small vendors since 2012, while IRCTC has increased
prices multiple times for its own licensees. The government should immediately review and revise pricing
policies for small food vendors to ensure fairness and sustainability. In case of the death of a licensee, the
license transfer process currently takes three-four years, forcing heirs into financial distress. A recent case
from Sonipat Railway Station (Delhi Division) highlights how a license transfer delay led to a Rs.28 lakh

financial burden on the deceased vendor's family.

I urge the Ministry of Railways to simplify the license transfer process and ensure fair pricing policies

for small vendors, securing their livelihoods.

My final appeal to the Government is to complete these projects before Kumbh Mela 2027. With less
than three years remaining for the Kumbh Mela 2027, all these projects must be sanctioned, funded, and
expedited immediately. A well-connected Nashik is crucial for the successful hosting of the Kumbh Mela,
as well as for the long-term development of the region. I urge the Ministry of Railways to prioritize these
demands, allocate necessary resources, and ensure their completion before 2027. A modern, efficient
railway network will not only benefit Nashik but will also contribute to the economic progress of

Mabharashtra and India as a whole. Thank you,
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1. Doubling of Akola-Khandwa railway line: The current single-line railway line between Akola and
Khandwa is a major bottleneck, leading to delays and congestion. | demand adequate funds for the doubling
of this efficiency of the rail network. railway line, which will increase the capacity and efficiency of the rail

networl.

2. Electrification of Akola-Parli Vaijnath railway line: Electrification of this railway line will not only
reduce pollution but also increase the speed and efficiency of train operations. | demand sufficient funds for

the electrification of this railway line.

3. Development of Akola railway station: The Akola railway station is a major junction, but it lacks modern
amenities and facilities. | demand funds for the development of the Akola railway station, including the

improvement of platforms, and provision of amenities like escalators, lifts, and waiting rooms.

4. introduction of new trains: The people of Akola district have been demanding the introduction of new
trains to connect the region with major cities like Mumbai, Delhi, and Bengaluru. | demand funds for the

introduction of new trains, which will improve connectivity and boost economic growth.



5. Upgradation of Murtizapur railway station: Murtizapur is an important railway station in Akola district,
but it lacks basic amenities. | demand funds for the upgradation of Murtizapur railway station, including the
construction of a new station building, improvement of platforms, and provision of amenities like waiting

rooms and toilets.

6. Construction of road overbridges (ROBs) and road underbridges (RUBs): There are several level
crossings in Akola district that are prone to accidents. | demand funds for the construction of ROBs and

RUBs to ensure safe and smooth movement of traffic.

7. Provision of additional stoppages for trains: Several trains pass through Akola district without stopping
at important stations. | demand funds for the provision of additional stoppages for trains, which will

improve connectivity and convenience for passengers.

8. Enhancement of passenger amenities at railway stations: Railway stations in Akola district lack basic
amenities like clean drinking water, toilets, and waiting rooms. I! demand funds for the enhancement of

passenger amenities at railway stations, which will improve the overall travel experience.
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*m65 SHRI RAO RAJENDRA SINGH (JAIPUR RURAL): We would firstly like to express our sincere
commendation to the Railway Ministry for its outstanding and unprecedented achievements under the able
stewardship of hon. PM, Shri Narendra Modi. By the means of this demand, I seek to address to you a few
matters of immense public importance that pertain with the long-term policy goals of the Indian railways,

including some matters of urgent public importance, relating to my Lok Sabha constituency, Jaipur Rural.

Container shortage in India ? currently, an estimated 14 per cent of India?s GDP goes towards its

logistics costs, a comparatively high amount, considering China?s 10 percent and the United States? eight



per cent. Factors that contribute to these high costs are timeliness and infrastructure. Sixty-two per cent of
its logistics cost contributes to transportation, with the country?s average lead freight distance reaching 500
kilometres. This leads to various supply chain bottlenecks within the country causing higher costs of goods

and delayed availability.

The impending increase in U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods had intensified a container shortage in India,
as numerous empty containers have been sent to China to accommodate a surge in exports aimed at
circumventing the new duties, as late as September 2024, because of a sudden plan of the Biden
administration to impose higher tariffs on a range of Chinese products including steel, solar cells, lithium-

ion batteries, electric vehicles, and medical supplies which will be phased in from this year through 2026.

Between 2015-16 and 2023-24, container traffic registered an annualised growth rate of seven per
cent. In this period, domestic container traffic grew at an annualised rate of nine per cent and EXIM
container traffic increased at an annualised rate of six per cent. The share of domestic containers in total
traffic volume is estimated to increase from two per cent in 2015-16 to three per cent in 2024-25. The
Railways had introduced a policy to permit private operators to obtain licenses to run container trains in
2006. As of August 20, 2018, 18 operators including the Container Corporation of India have obtained

licenses to operate container trains.

A container logistic hub in Phulera as a solution to the long-standing problem. In 2016, the Railway
Ministry sanctioned one of its Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs), Container Corporation of India to
undertake a Container Logistic Hub in Bhasawara Village (Phulera Tehsil) in the Jaipur District. The
ambitious logistic hub project, worth Rs. 3,000 crore, was supposed to be made on acquired land of about
290 acres in the village and was touted to be a major source of employment for the population of the
village, in the future. The first monetary sanction for the project came in the year 2018, when Rs. 12.75
crore had been devolved by the Ministry to the district collectorate for the purpose of land acquisition.
After the devolution in 2018, Rs. 1.05 crore have been devolved to the project over several instalments in
2020, 2022, and 2024. Subsequently, activities under Article-4 (2022), Article-11 (2023), Article-19 (2024)
have been undertaken and advertised in the public domain at the cost of Rs. 84 lakh.

Throughout the course of the eight years of its existence, the project has seen an allocation of close to
Rs. 19 crore in matters ranging from advertisements to environmental clearances. Even after receiving
multiple approvals ranging from environmental clearances to the multi-branch expert committee, the
project was deliberately stalled under the previous regime due to political reasons. This has caused a loss of
nearly 5,000-6,000 jobs to the region and immense anxiety among the locals who view this project as a
beacon of development and economic progress in their region. With a new Government in the State, all
legal proceedings with regards to the project were concluded swiftly, and giant strides were made in all
facets of the project. In July 2024, however, there were reports of the project being unexpectedly scrapped
and shifted to a different location, causing immense anxiety amongst the constituent population. In the light
of immense progress this project has made under the current Government, its economic significance and

the evolving geopolitical scenario in the world, the project begs for a reconsideration.



Widening passenger losses ? Railways rationalised passenger fares in 2020. AC fares were hiked by
four paise per PKM whereas non-AC express and mail class fares were hiked by two paise per PKM.
Ordinary non-AC fares were raised by one paise per PKM. Considering the affordability concerns of daily
commuters, the Railways implemented no hike in suburban train fares. Despite the rationalisation of

passenger fares in 2020, the segment continues to register operational losses.

The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) (2021), observed that the operational losses in
the passenger segment increased from Rs. 36,286 crore in 2015-16 to Rs. 63,364 crore in 2019-20. These
losses had further widened in 2021-22 to Rs. 68,269 crore, which had to be cross subsidised entirely using
the surplus generated from freight.

The Standing Committee on Railways (2020) had recommended that both freight and passenger fares
should be rationalised prudently. It observed that any fare increase needs to consider the competition from
other transport modes such as road and air. The Committee recommended that the social service obligations
of Railways should be revisited. Given the rising Extra-Budgetary Borrowings of the organisation and
gradually reducing revenue from passenger tariffs, it is important that tariffs levied from passengers are
rationalised and the freight commodities diversified in order to enhance the revenue generation capacity of

the Indian Railways.

Other issues pertaining to Jaipur Rural ? in 2008, Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC), first
industrial corridor on the backbone of Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC) was first formulated,
covering an overall length of 1,504 kilometres between Delhi and Mumbai. With a financial outlay of Rs.
81,549 crore, the project was one of the largest railway infrastructure projects that the country had seen.
Out of the five initial early bird projects being contemplated by the Ministry was Delhi-Manoharpur-
Neemrana and Bhiwadi. Rail Line (with a speed of 100/200 kmph). After initial clearances, the project
could unfortunately not be incorporated under the corridor due to the negligence of the erstwhile UPA
Government. Multiple establishments in the area that were burgeoning around this project did not come up
as the project. With the economic progress of the region being intertwined with this project, for the
development of the region it is essential for the project to materialise. By means of this deliberation, I
would therefore like to request your office to pursue a fresh survey of the region so that the project can be

successfully culminated.

Train stoppages ? in 2020, as the entire nation grappled with an unprecedented health emergency in
the form of the COVID-19 pandemic, Indian Railways was faced with a formidable challenge of
facilitating smooth transportation of goods, services, and personnel across the country. Today, with
immense pleasure we can claim that India has successfully triumphed over the COVID-19 pandemic and

our Railway infrastructure has played a key role in the same.

In order to facilitate swift movement of goods and personnel throughout the country, close to 6,000
stoppages had been scrapped by the Railways. In our constituency, stoppages to several junctions namely,
Kishengarh-Renwal, Sambhar Lake, Bhainslana, Naraina and Phulera, including others, had also been

relieved. Now, as larger normalcy is restored, a considerable amount of people travel through these routes



on a daily basis due to both professional and personal engagements. Many people living in these villages
are compelled to travel as much as 50-100 kilometres in order to reach the junctions from which these
trains pass. This has caused great inconvenience to such regular commuters, making it essential for such

stoppages to be restored.

In a meeting I had with you, we had shortlisted a number of train stoppages, which had earlier been
relieved during the COVID-19 pandemic, for their resumption. Out of the five train stoppages, only the
stoppage for train No. 19611/19612/19613/19614 (Ajmer Amritsar Express) at Phulera Station was
relieved. The other proposed train stoppages have not been reinstated as of now. Therefore, by means of
this demand, we would like to request your good office to consider restoring the scrapped stoppages in our
region, a demand that we had also made to the Ministry for the Annual Financial Statement (2024), and
have consistently reiterated through our previous communications. I have absolute confidence that these
stoppages shall resume swiftly, given that your office was also keen on their renewal. Some demands have
also been raised by my constituents on the speeding up of certain trains in order to prevent delays in their
arrival and departure. Requests for speeding up train Nos. 14087 (Delhi to Jaisalmer), 05097 (Tanakpur to

Daurai) and 05098 (Daurai to Tanakpur) have been received due to various reasons.

As I put forth these demands, I would also like to express my confidence in the visionary leadership
of hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and your able stewardship, in your ability to address all the

demands of my constituency and the people of India at large.

SHRIMATI MALVIKA DEVI (KALAHANDI): | would like to express my views on the Supplementary Demand for

Grants for the Railway Ministry.

I would first like to thank our hon. Prime Minister, Modi ji and our hon. Finance Minister, Shrimati
Nirmala Sitaraman ji. This is a fabulous Budget which has got not only the whole nation but the world
raving about our Finance Minister for her vision and her plan to achieve Viksit Bharat by 2047, a tax

regime never thought of before by anyone. Our hon. Finance Minister makes us, on this side, very proud.

Our hon. Railway Minister, Shri Ashiwini Vaishnav ji is someone who adds to our pride every year. |
have to begin first by thanking our hon. Railway Minister for two railway lines, Junagarh-Nabrangour and
Nuapada-Barbara railway lines. Our new Vande Bharat covers my two districts of Kalahandi and Nuapada
by crossing Kesinga and Khariar road, the new Amrit Bharat railway stations at Bhawanipatna, Khariar
Road and Kesinga, and the new double line from Lanjigarh. Our Hon. Minister has decided to complete
change Kalahandi constituency and make it move towards economic development -- development which

has never happened in last 25 years is happening in Odisha now.

He has helped achieve Modi ji?s dream and vision, connecting Jammu Kashmir to Kanyakumari and
East to West, respecting the demand of people of Narla and restarting the stoppage at Narla of the
Dhanbad-Alleppey.

The Railway Budget for 2025-2026 1s Rs. 2.65 lakh crore. It is a Budget which looks at the overall

development of the country by connecting people across and making us connected. In the Budget, Capital



Expenditure has been given importance. The total capital expenditure target for 2025-2026 is Rs. 2,62,000
crore with a focus on essential infrastructure projects like rail track expansion, rolling stock procurement,

electrification, signalling improvements, and station modernization.

Safety has been given a lot of importance and priority. Out of the total allocation, Rs. 1.08 lakh crore
will be spent on measures to boost railway safety, including upgrading old railway tracks, improving

signalling systems, creating flyovers and underpasses, and installing the Kavach system.

As regards electrification, Ashwini ji is not only improving the railway sector but at the same time
doing it with the environment and people in mind. Railways aims to achieve 100 per cent electrification of

its network in FY 2025-2026 by reducing its carbon footprint and improving energy efficiency.

A lot of new trains will be started as well. Budget includes plans to manufacture 200 Vande Bharat

trains in both sleeper and chair car configurations.

Now, I also need to finish by asking for a few things for my constituency of Kalahandi and both

districts Kalahandi and Nuapada.

1. Starting a railway station at Dharamgarh and name it Dharamgarh road railway station for the new

railway line from Junagarh to Nabrangpur;

2. Starting a train direct train which is from Kesinga to Bhubaneswar, huge demand of people of Kalahandi

as Kesinga 1s the main business hub of our district;
3. Train from Kesinga to Bhawanipatna;

4. Resume the halts of all mail/express trains at their station, which were removed during the COVID-19
pandemic. Samta halts at Narla station as well as Nuapada station, specially halts for the Samata Express.
Prior to the pandemic, trains like 12807/12808, (VSKP to HNZM and HNZM to VSKP), Bokaro Express,
13351/13352. Tata-Alleppey 18189/18190 and Tirupati Express 17481/17482 had regular halts at Rupra
Road Railway Station. Request for a stoppage at Deypur Railway Station for Junagarh Road to
Bhubaneswar Train (18438/18437);

5. Proposal for Extension of Railway Line from Nuapada/Bolangir (Odisha) to Bhadrachalam (Telangana)
(616 Km) under the Centre's Janjatiya Gaurav Corridor Plan, connecting Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Andhra
Pradesh. The people of the region propose the extension of the Y-link railway line from Junagarh to
Nuapada via Khariar (110 km) and from Khariar to Bolangir via Kantabanji (95 km). Instead of the
currently planned 411 kms. line from Junagarh (Odisha) to Bhadrachalam (Telangana), we propose an
extended 616 km line from Nuapada/Bolangir (Odisha) to Bhadrachalam (Telangana). This plan would
bring greater connectivity and development to the underserved areas of Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and Andhra
Pradesh. Drawing your kind attention to allow a temporary trespassing road Railway Line Crossing At 40
KM towards Kutrukhamar Railway Station. Request for your kind intervention and Order for construction

of an Under Ground Rail Over Bridge to facilitate movement of farmers, villagers and public;



7. Bhawanipatna, Near Railway Crossing near Bullet show room construction of a high-level Bridge over
Bullet Nallah on road connecting NH TO BHEJIPADAR.

A request by villagers of BHEJIPADAR in Gudhialipadar GP pray for taking steps in construction of a
high-level Bridge; and

8. Railway Over Bridge at Kanta Banji at Bhawanipatna.

Hoping that all the demands of the people of Kalahandi constituency will be taken care off and this is

the demand of people, and our people have huge expectations from our Government.

st @1 T (ATeeE Sw) @ SMGRUNYT e HRIGH, H 3MTUh! YUIH HRdl § 3R 39 Hg@yUl adi # HFT T
T AR ¢+ & [T &=dTG odl § | Ia9 Ugd, H HRd & IR T STexund ot -Rg Hid St &t
gad ¥ Y=IaIE Gl 5, FoMd A H YR XAd & [T 32,65,200 TS DI UfdgTID YoiiTd oad IR
3MTAfed B 713 § | T8 Had Folc & 3B ST ol 6, diedh "~ HRA" & Ao B TIHR B BT Uh ¢
AH g |

o gAR HHS ¥ WAt 3oty ot 3ifyt Jwrg Sft & o 9ers dar §, ot wrdiedt sik daiet
B! 7 ¥ad &5 T HifddR] URadH fhT € | SART Ab 0 HIG TRBR A 22,52,200 HRIS BT THd
gore g guefe ueH foar €, S YR Yad &1 YA iR R a9 &1 G & U JST Har ¢ |
3R BH JUIT IRBR & HRIBIA I gal L dl 2013-14 H Tg o= A 245,900 RIS oI, S 31d T

AT G gHT o |

3T YA 7 pad ¢ HI e yafal BT gad §97 38T 8, Sfep Tg 39 AN, feami,
IRET 3R IeTufadl @&t sawgepareii & i R IET S |

3{egef HgIgy, HRA ¥ad 7 2024-25 (FATaR 2024 dF) H 1,178.52 ffera e A1a g 3R 5,509.88
forfera ozt &1 uRaga far € | 5|1 &1, 2013-14 T gUiY WRBHR & GRE AT gals A 1,050
foferamT a1 ot |

IAd P T I 34 (Gross Traffic Receipt) HY 22,08,767 BRIS (SHART 2025 T%) Ugd o]
g 3R 2025-26 & foTT T 23,01,400 TRIS TP Ugd™ BT AT IW/T T g | 2013-14 H THd AT
3M1: 31,43,742 T8 Y, S {5 2025-26 T SIHTT T d ARG 3HIT: 33,01,400 HRIS AP & A<l &
| I8 3iThe WU 39 91d & T1eft g fr A TRHR 7 Wed &) T aNd g T o Id B aral

3PS H ged feurs |

A IRBR & Add H 31,180 fhamex 75 ¥ Uekal 03 T8 € | 99 & gdadl Ho9 &1
WRER H 2009-14 F R 7,599 Tt g ot | 30T 31 § o Yard Bt fawar 71t QT & 31 81 gt
g |

o Ug a1 TTedT § o aEl qRem WER B! gared WAfiewdl € | At TRBR A JReT & JUR &
forg 21,16,514 FRIS BT YRT RHH o< a1 8 1 309 ¢ o AAHIDRUT o (o fa=Ie Ao delms off
BT ® | Al SMUTRA FRTT Tumelt ¥ gHeTsil &1 HTaT &l HH fBa1 SI|T ¢ | 31eae Heled, 'Had,
Sl o TacRf sificmifes ¢ TicaR Ried §, ST 10,000 S9H1 TR SR [BATSIEIE |




fecai-gas d fwil-PIa®al HINSR W 3,000 fHH! ¢F R Haa & B fGHeR 2025 TH [T
BTN | WY BT 1Y, AP el TR&MT HIY (RRSK) P I8 21.08 ARG PRIS Ugd 81 W [T o gob § IR
ST UTF 9 | 245,000 PUS DI T5 AT HI TS © |

AR IRAT guHEAT ot R Al ot & fay Wi Yad” faoH & IeR @’ & g ¥ad
frafafad snyfe < &I e HR T T ]: 50 TH HRA' ¢ off b BIC TR ! SIg o forg germg off
&! 8, 100 '3 YR ¢ o1t fob T, I=d & aTelt o ©, I8 o YR & MTH AFRSD! &l & o
3G §U IS ST I8! g | 200 718 G HRA' ¢ Sl fob YR &1 Hiftrgd ¢ 8, I8 ¢ URA & giR-is ¥d
Jead P faR 37 8 It ST @ 8 | 17,500 TR-TH THHT 3R WHWR S §91¢ O I8 §, S Dl
RIS 3R Hegw aFife it & oy SIRMHE® W A1 B | 50 g6 HR WIUR ¢ - 2025-27 &
9 R 81 SR |

i WBHR YA WA BT YAGHT HR A101 BT AR auTd Iuasy dal el g | AR
BT A TRBR A 1,337 Y09 WA & [AGHN &1 Hedbiel HHH U [Har § | 9g-Hed
HAfGefae] ¥ WIE B gl 3R I JH §9181 S | feagiomi 3R aky Arvie! & forg gfaemd
derg omar | f3fed ShiieH fSua, Qrp-qer arRed, SMYfHd JRam ey, 9gar Uil Hef ol
gt <t SEft | I8 oic had YB13T &1 Wd el ©, dfew I8 U YRA" & IAd I 8 B! § |
3{TST HRA ¥4 & &7 § ATAMHRTT Bt iR 9¢ W3 | §H ad DI o, JRIAT 3R RHSIS &1 38
g |

H A ¥ g1 B 31AT §, O 8H ad I WA B §1d B &, o 81 HHAT ol off &b 3 FHAl
BRIBIA (2009-2011) 3R HIE TRBR (2014-TGHH) P SR Yefd H gU Afdg1Ries GURY Bt e b1
BT | AT §oil St & HRIBIA | AlbIHIEaT UIN0TT df 9gd g8 olid- 319 Ha=T Tal gof | Yad
Ioic H B3 3 o1 1 HITON 1 773, AfebT MR TR & 3o iR foxfiar ueiem WR eam =7et e
T | HHAT S0l o HRAGIA H ¥ad H Pis 9T Ha2l Tg] g3, o g+are! aid H YUR S1ierd a7 |

AT §TSN & BRIBTd § X &1 gTel dedl 71T, Fife fomT Ta1ed e 73 ¢4l &t evumd &R &t 18
| YA TR&T TR &0 I8! o1 7T, foy s ¥ gUed g5 | TR 3R ¢l &1 WTs g Y iawor
IR I 319 TIoHT Tal a4 | AT galls &3 H Pis gel YUR Ta! fobdr 7141, for Yad &1 3ol gia
et el |

2014 & §IG I TYUFHAT U Rx HIG! St & A 8 ¥ad J HifddRI GRadI gu g | 15
RIS JUY T Hf¥® &1 o gaf, dgiey a1 =1 ugd HHt ) g3 | e Hgled, WK
qHJHT Uioiae & dgd Yad TR S TIRAE St yfHd gaershi ¥ oy frar ST Ie1 g | 9ol ¢
([3-3EHGIEIG) 3R d¢ YR ST MY I Bt BT - AT B [AYARIT 3IHa a1 BT 8
| 50,000 for™ ¥ 3HfYFH YA ¢ BT [AGIABRUL- ¢ &I T T, TG TSt 3R THTARUT TREFT G |
%99 (Kavach) Ucl-Diferor Ried, siferifed RAfeiT 8ik ccTv WY Xad &l Ugd I Hel 31w
R S T | 3iehe Heled, W HRA M & dgd Yad TIE! $f iy 3R Jrll-elacey
I} B ATH-GURT aTdTaRul FdT | Sfedhes The BINSR ¥ HId gdls dvl gs, ford Xad &t 3 |
gfa 83 SR g ¢l &1 gara ®H gafl | f&fSTea fewfen, sitAars Rivs ok Yad wi-Fi ¥ dquf Yad
“cad P! fSfed T ¥ el SH™1 T | 98 WF § fob AHa1 a0l off & SRied H Yad &1 f[adbT




3U UST YT, Had UIvuE §g, dfchd SHF IR $© el 9adl | dol, Alel PR o dlal HI ghidd H
g, ¥d B ATYFAH 3R AR T[T |

TRT &F 3 off Y9 & gHweh § S 6T €, G dF 3fd HRA $IH Ugdl Thadhd!, Gurl
fRmaTe SR FRRT Told RIH 3/d YR ASHT & ded 3R a1fiRY | TR AGIHT &F I HogR! Bl
S{TT-STHT T @ & HUAT IRb Tl d1F A5 S & B HUT D, Uga! Al ¥ s e JIRBRE
S, ORI ATeTaT ¥ STTE® YURBGRE ¢ 3R IR ATdal ¥ 4o YIRWGRE ¢ a1ey, 3R At Arder 9
3fgHeraTe it gRwRe ¢ a1feul # 3iexufig Yo 13t weleg ¥ fiF A8 Yo ufkarerrsit o ot A
Il §, Ugeh gaqgadal ¥ TRMYR 1T UHaTgIe, Gusl Meiid o JoiiRar arl SeeR, iR ]
A T SRS IR I, T i T I RIS TR &7 1 G iR ex s A 9w g,

# Arder ford & RiTTeTg Yad TR & f[dhN & il TWHR ¥ 319 HeH oM &1 A ST |
I8 WIH Uaeiie U ¥ YRA-SAGR Xd YUd &1 HedYUl &% 38T &, Afd 31l It ¢l ! JaT
T Re A &e ¢ | H AT Xa 7t ot sifyt qw e St § FRgfeiaa g exar g

At ¢l ol JgTell HR RITEIG ¥ dRACR T Fafid amEt ¢ 9a1 IR ol WY 1eHd Rufa
Rew, afé uiva, fewfen Ry iR s gfardt gfawrsht &1 fawfid fovar 9w | SUR &) Sgral
& & fore AramfSal &t We SR gl gl ot | HRA-SaTe Saell &l 3R gee H3- & (oY 39
AR DI IS & ST | TR1 A 13 S IRT SrRIY § foh Sieg ¥ Sieg 39 o= # 319 HRars
&1 SITY T RITTETE Yaid WM T: 370 TIRd B U HR b |

AIct g o gAfdA g, "5 AId, a1 YR - I, YRI& 3R MY Yad & A1Y!" Hed J Hed e
PR ARGH] PR XQT & | T 714 § fb H A TRPR & 29 "I Ut TaRToN ¢ ST b At g | H O
TYTTHT 3Rl &t TRw A off 3R Ya HAT &t 31yt Jwrg oft 61 geg ¥ Y=g ST § |

3l H, H 31U qaTod o1 31 Ufekidl & HTY FHIG bRl §-
RGR Y B, GRa o B,
0 UK, Pichd HI Rl I

o7 g | da IreRY | YRd I1d1 &1 oY |

*m68 $f} TS FHRNR (T : F YR 30 Fole W 3T AR I@a1 § | 9% Ugd H AT T
gt TR HIEIST BT Y=gdIg BT A8l §, oD " H 2025-26 & gore H T+l U@ &1d] & & o
T §U YR X Fole a1 & JHE Td a1 | I8 ol g 3R 3Mfies =f8 ¥ off Aeaquf 8
|

e G¥ aul & Xdd Bt HSTTRIT Told g3, G Bl 3HbT HRYR Y U §3M1 G/ & &R ANRSD
DI YA DI YAUT U g3 3R IAd H IoNR & IR 7d |

U ula auf & $© W 1d) IR 9= & far w, S & el fevmn | 9elast | g1, I
TS, T U, 5o A8 A6, IR B13d HHcd, U WehH, WM &1 GHde N sdle I
g |




o g1 GUTHATST BT 4=1dTg Udhe HRA1 I1gdl § 1ol 31 TN 3R g =P I g & Yad
SIS 1 RITTAT B ¥d HATAT A HoR! &1 8, FoRH 12 §9IR Yad SHHaneal &l ary fBe |

12 T & A SAOR & §1¢ HTRIRDBR T DI ¥1d fSdIo &1 gl [ g | HRAR & forg deft
<1 gfaeT & 8H A Ugd g oRg # ¥ad fSaIe & RITUAT 3R HIHEBTS &1 Uishdl 3 61 U §s ©
|

HAGART F HAR o7 I q0 F IS ST | SHL-HRAR & doil ¥ §¢ ad oid ! o@d gl
S Xd fSatoT ol BIFT SRt 81 711 T | 39ah [T aTehT HIH! Ugd 81 daR &1 47 AT, WfdeT HoR
T2t o o1 <61 oY | 3rF et ¥ T A 39 uATg B HoRt € 7 | URaTad Wi H Y X fedieH &1
R S § T |

ZIH USTd & YOI-GR Y Wb HRER o SR dob HRId 417 fhadicy Ieid A &l Har gl
TardT 7, Forad 43 WA i | 3 fhRIoTR 31 &1 9oy 98130 Hed | 31dT § | 399 UoTe, fermad
TSI 3R THL-HIHR & 1800 forH ddl Y@d ¢ TR UR=TEH gId1 § | 39 Had H 239 BIC TH 98 a4
R AR |

AFHT T Sff AfeadTd 0 ¥ oW H ¥ad & gi-ard! efd &1 Wfd & FIRFAT #R | & | 98
S B! TP 8 fGa™ 3R S H Yed AT g ¥ad YRS & Pl Aolgd P & il IS o,

Sil STeg &1 U Hedqul ¥ad Sia- &+ ST el ¢ |

3§ S T Yo FSaioM 94 9 XeR ®f ASTaRAT HI Feral e | oF] J ORI &t Je o
HHAR! VIR 0 [ | T 91 & HRIFMA! DI PRIGR T | S99 R Bt SJqaRi1 ¥ Fg[d]
forerhl, ATl o foTE ISR & 1T S{a¥R &7 |

JA T SR GHIT & &Ts BOIR, STdfh HIAR THN H Hd IR §oIR YAHH BT HI @ § |
feArd uew A drd Bl &) T 4 Fe dH R § | 37 9t Yed Sl @l Bie Q w1H & e
fOhRISTR & TdR Hle Usd § |

fRFIE gol o9 9 9 Gl Yaid {SdIeH &t RI10-1 o1 g RArdt & foHe 9d )R fay & a8 34
04 YA ST § | 39 9 &1 A0 R ER & 916 g1 ST H ¥dd [SdioH s S I gart g 12012 9
oH] ® ¥dd f&dIoH 99 & giwon g A | 39 d1¢ HEAl AR 3fedhdl 8T | 8% gole # Xd
HHATNG] DI 3 gt At oY & Xd fSdISH a1 | HRAR AP XAd BT (AR 814 & §1¢ ol oy o
A4 S 1 R B SRexd 3R Agqd H1 s o |

o A X T St O o e AgT @ oy HRER Ia | ot Y faer srafiie Ayl g,
HIB! I8 I Sl B I | o7 1 3R™ 181 g, 39 Tt H1f B! Seg ¥ Seg 7Mid Y& oy, o o
S AR H ¥ JIarTd JaRe 81 b |

H A Y T S 9 e w3 9redl B, (1) TR T I Yad W RE H ugd off Ht oAt &1
SER1d YT 39 I ¢l o1 3gR1d G: fhar o |

(2) ST S & §fd fISIgR YeTd Wies IR TSI Hie TR Xl 3fiaR forst s+ S fora @
B GRMATT BT HHAT 7 BT IS |




Y B T A GUEAT Sff 3R A1 X HAt Si BT 4=9dTG BT dTgdl § 1o o] Yad T-H
BT RN BT HTH doft T g1 @13 |

Ydiq |

*m69 ot ANV STaHaTd (FARIGNT) : HRA ¥Ad Bl YR &I URag- YUMe B Sitd- 36T {1 STl
g | 8X 1, 9ol § gyt &} fAmg Yord WR fed! gidit § | 3R YRR SiHaT urdf &t gHRY IRBR A dolc
AW &l 59 AsBharsd &1 v fouly o= g |

faxfia v 2025-26 F forQ Fefla goe H HRATT Y3 Y 2.52 TR FRIS U 3frdfed fFT MU @ |
4.60 TG HRIS FUY &I GRASHISH BT 3T dF I IR a8 § QT H BT 989 §H 39T ¢ o
e g H GUR, 718 13 (08 3R WM YAdH ™ &1 S foham ST |

TS 2 ¥ 3 g8 H 200 78 d¢ URA ¢4, 100 3T HRA ¢4, 50 THI YR AU Id 3R 17,500
ATHRG A T S 3T ST o [ I & U H HildeR! ggard gl | 31 J1d @ 17,500 F I
1400 SRE P dOR B S 3R 39 ARG 1000 T iRl & g A S 15 8 |1 3
¢ IR SMYFP P 9 3R Aeqd ol & AN o (o AG IR Hifad giil |

T3 A1 faad™ & folE 32,235 PRI S0 W [T ST | AT & GIGIBRUT | 32,000 FRIS 3R
IS @13 & folE 4,550 HRIS ST &1 §oie 94 fHaT T g |

HgIeg §H- ¥ad JR&T IR TN &1 a1 8 3R 3 folu aoie 1.08 TRT HIS ¥UT J T TR 1.14 ARG
PRI ST B a1 T B 3R 3ATA fad o H 3 1.16 ARG RIS I BT dey Auiia fearg |

2030 TP ATNISTY BT 3N Tifa 50 fore} Ul et do s &1 &g @1 1471 8 3R 39 forg
THAR! TBR HTH FX a1 & | AR TRPR BT AT 2047 d 250 fhariex ufa b &1 1fd arar 7000
fPare g Wi Yd Aedd g9 B |

eied ¥ SIRTS ¥ 3MTdl § SR TRT IU HIgal & o8 ST SITal € 3R T2 I8 ddTd §U 74 &t 3yfa
B Y81 8 T 2025-26 T AT GATE oG | IO DI [GRERT 52% BIH BT A & T IoRd & ol
P R Fed AU P a=idr g | S99 TR IoT o il ol o agd o e |

I8 ¥d1d g8 49 UadT 81 X81 § b 81 31 A 2025 dF 1.6 faferm o1 A1 gams &1 aed g1k
HR T 3R I & F1E g1 T GIRT oY 981 AT galls HR- aTdl ¥ad Aedd §- ol | 3P SHaTd]
YR ¥ad fad ay 2025-26 o 3fd 9 100 UiIRIT faggdienRor 1R &= ST el § | Aeied I8 §did
BV 03 T3] U9dT 8Y 6§ P 2025-26 F oW Yad o7 SR IG 3,02,100 BIAS FUYT BH B
STHAM § | T8 2024-25 & IRNTAT STAM W 8.3% U € | ARG I8 T ATexuiy garaat off s
A1t ot & faom @ € gua gan g | ¥ FRaforfaa A &:--

1. I RBMI, o, HeHHTIS!, BOIRIENT RBIGMHI, JHG, SORIGN, HISIHI, IAd TS Bl
QI IHRUT BT O,

2. TORIETT ¥ YR X! oI og, faeah, Tras & 715 oAl ol Gara T o,

3. GAAH H GOIRIGNT B Gas & [0 U ¢ &1 AT fHell 8 STt & 9«ile & had U (6 ¢ Ul 4
g H 3 f& Sramn S,




4. 74 ¥ RPIHH ¥ faeah & e Iorer=i Taao Sarterd &1 o X! ot St f adu= & 98 8, duar sy

U: GTeld SHRal o,

5. fiftSte ¥ srier, fawpTg, Trct SiaT, GRE 81 §U 18 d dred &1 FHfT HRar o, s 3 &
& 5 AR AN ol a1y e o, 9=idTg .

*m70 ot TTRGEHTS Y-SIIHTE I9TAT (HT) : H a¥ 2025-26 & [oTT URgd ¥Ad HI e A 4
YT Yo ovic R 304 faTR 3@l § | URJd X aele Y & el F [aber 7 (U 3 YD
fYTTT | 39 ¥d gofe H fort TN Taey=T & BN o1 &1 did 9w JHTEd SR U1 G=1 &1 SiFdT &
3{ichiaf3fl B 1 g1 B 1 I 67 |

3T ofd HRA MTH 98 2047 H 3OSt B 1008 TS B AAF & T 3 9¢ T8 T &
AR JRRAT JUTHHAT TR off = HIG! St & A H YR 3 S i arclt SriciawyT &1
g3 8 | YR PR 2047 TP T [dHRId YR & ol Thed o Il 7 | famlg yRd & 59 sifia™
T YR RBR BT X FATT Y 30T 38H TG IR BT | |

R I & U BT AR 3N &7 TR § way fawnd sienfies &7 3, Sl Wy b
fAfirs wid & AN HRRA § | oI, fIgR Td IR UG & arll & 30 g Il § o & fog
FSIeT 1 IR ST TSl § i IorM, fagR Td IR U™ &1 ¥ a4 3=} WIHE! IR Sl g |
IO, fIgR Td ITRUSY Y S aTcl Yemisai i T &3 Hvg T4 bR I gl oIl §
TR 37 WA R $S o MSTAT FThall g, TH! Dol Pl bl g oD HRU 39 Al B fadhd
IO TSt § | 3R ST F SHaTel YA TR TRIVNY, 3oR SR TaUY U9 A0HYR TR
! U9 IR YUY Td fIER T 3 aTell U 37 Jarsil b1 58 Pl ABayR Ud $3 B! 43T ¥ad LA
IR 38714 a1 ST | T8l & goIRI Al I 31 oI H gfaer frertt | 39 dey o 3R1 e & f v
T PR IAd LA TR IO, [9E8R Td IR UG ¥ 3 dTelt M9 ¥d Mol &1 38v1d g1 il
|

OTelst T 38R1d g el . 12995 SigT 3fofER THuY |
YT § 3809 74:
TH - ¢ 9. 20301/20302, §¢ HRA Hag Yed- TR diUed Toaud |

&l - ¢ 9. 12979/12980, TUR-TIET YIRBRE THAY |

A - ¢ 9. 19053/19054, YId GAFHIATR THIUY |

AR- ¢ 9. 12993/12994, TidterT & TeRIg- 43 |

Ui - ¢ 9. 12995/12996, STGT-3STER TeUY

ToRTd & TR T9EHT 8 ST & Sfavid SHasR I oI d% STSISl dOR § Siifdh BRI HId
B g Ul g | -1 A ¢ T 30 3 12 &1 dch1d a1 He & 1Y B W 31 gHct ddb 39 3d
qTe- &1 fawdR T S a1 Gas 3R W13y ToRId & il &l 3@ Haal fd 9 |




ST SR 3R SR ¥ Faal db -5 X A8 (084 o & fo7e dahTd HoRl &f oY | 61 &
Y H 3 SIIRP ¥ Fole &1 GRIR T HXd §U 30T &1 DI faRMH S § |

9gd-9gd ¥=aig |

SHRI SAPTAGIRI SANKAR ULAKA (KORAPUT): | would lke to place my views on a matter that touches the lives of

millions of Indians every single day.

Indian Railways is not just a mode of transport; it is the lifeline of our country, connecting villages to

cities, farmers to markets, workers to their jobs, and families to their loved ones.

But under this Government, the railways are being run not for the benefit of the common people, but
for corporate interests. Grand announcements are made every year, but the reality on the ground remains
unchanged. The railway system is suffering from mismanagement, inefficiency, and neglect of crucial areas

like safety, affordability, and infrastructure development.

Every year, during the budget session, we hear promises of electrification, high-speed corridors, and
station modernization. The Government makes tall claims, but what happens in reality? The capital
expenditure for this year is Rs. 2,65,200 crore exactly the same as last year. This means no real increase in

investment, no new push for development, and no additional funds to improve passenger experience.

New railway lines are announced with much fanfare, but the Government fails to complete even what
it has promised. Last year, the target for new railway lines was 700 kilometres, but only 468 kilometres
were actually constructed. Freight revenue, which is supposed to be the backbone of railway earnings, is
growing at a mere four per cent annually. At this pace, it is impossible to meet the Government's own target
of increasing freight transport by 2030. The operating ratio, which tells us how much the railways are
earning compared to what they are spending, stands at a dangerous 98.43 per cent. This means that out of

every Rs. 100 earned, Rs 98.43 is being spent, leaving almost nothing for improvement and expansion.

With such poor financial management, how can we expect the railways to modernize, provide better
services, and ensure safety? My constituency of Koraput is a tribal-dominated region that has been
deprived of proper railway connectivity for decades. Proposals for new railway lines from Koraput to
Bobbili via Semiliguda, Dudhari, Kotiya, Dandigaon, Salur, and from Koraput to Araku via Semiliguda,
Kunduli, Sadam, and Chaugaon have been pending since 1943? before independence! Despite repeated

surveys, the Government has done nothing to implement these projects.

This is not just about railway connectivity?it is about denying an entire region the opportunity for
economic growth, employment, and access to essential services. The proposed lines would boost tourism,
industry, and transportation in the Eastern Ghats and provide much-needed connectivity for the tribal
communities of Odisha. Similarly, the Jajpur Road-Dhamara railway line in Odisha has been fully
surveyed, the Detailed Project Report (DPR) has been submitted, and the project cost is estimated at Rs.
2,996.81 crore with a projected profit of 24 per cent. Yet, the Government has not sanctioned this project.

Why is a financially viable and strategically important project being ignored?



Another long-pending demand is the Gopalpur to Rayagada via Gunupur, Bhismagri, and
Digapahandi railway line. The survey was completed in 2011-12 and was even included in the 2017-18
Capital Investment Programme in anticipation that a joint venture (JV) company would be formed. Yet, till

today, no JV company has been identified, and the project remains stuck in bureaucratic red tape.

Projects that were sanctioned years ago are moving at an unacceptably slow pace. The Jeypore-
Nabarangpur (38 km) and Jeypore-Malkangiri (130 km) railway projects were included in 2016-17, but
even today, final location surveys are incomplete, and land acquisition is delayed. These are crucial
projects that would transform connectivity for some of the most backward areas of Odisha, yet the

Government is in no hurry to complete them.

The Final Location Survey (FLS) for Jeypore-Malkangiri has only been completed for 30 km out of
130 km. Nine years after approval, even the first phase is incomplete! The East Coast Railway (ECoR) is
treated like a step child. It should be expanded to include Jharsuguda - Barsuan - Kiriburu, Rourkela-
Nuagaon, and Jharsuguda-Himgiri under a new railway division at Rourkela. But instead of expanding

railway operations in backward areas, the Government prioritizes only urban and high-profile projects.

Similarly, Banspani-Padapahar, Rupsa-Bangriposi, and Bhadrak-Laxmannath Road should be
included under the new ECoR division with headquarters at Jajpur, but the Government refuses to take
action. This deliberate neglect of Odisha's railway infrastructure is proof of the Government's step-

motherly treatment towards Odisha.

A few days ago, an ambulance carrying eight patients and an ASHA worker got stuck on the railway
tracks while attempting to cross through an unauthorised passage. Not because the driver was careless, but
because there is no proper level crossing or alternative route. The train dragged the ambulance for nearly
100 metres before stopping, narrowly avoiding a massive tragedy. This was not an isolated incident.
Villagers from Kanjamjodi, Chakraklang, Betkolanga, and surrounding areas have been facing life-
threatening situations for years due to the railway line cutting off their only road access. The railway track
at KM 132/14-15 has completely blocked their traditional route, forcing them to risk their lives by using
unsafe, makeshift crossings. How many more lives must be lost before the Government provides basic
connectivity? The villagers have been pleading for a level crossing, road overbridge, or underpass for
years, yet their voices have been ignored. The Railways claim to have fenced off the area, but what good is

a fence when people have no alternative route?

The Government's refusal to listen to the genuine demands of the people is evident in the lack of new
trains and extensions in Odisha. The following train services need to be urgently introduced or extended,
but the Railway Ministry has ignored repeated requests: New daytime train from Jeypore/Koraput to
Bhubaneswar via Rayagada; extension of Lokmanya Tilak Express (18519/18520) from Mumbai-
Visakhapatnam to Rayagada; extension of 12893 Bhubaneswar-Balangir Intercity Express to Rayagada;
extension of 22819 Bhubaneswar-Visakhapatnam Intercity Express to Koraput via Araku; increase in
frequency of 22847/48 from weekly to daily; extension of 12871 Ispat Express till Visakhapatnam;
extension of 02409 Sambalpur-Raigarh Superfast Special till Rayagada/Koraput; extension of 18303



Sambalpur-Puri Intercity Express till Rayagada/Koraput; new Intercity train from Gunupur to
Bhubaneswar/Bhadrak; new Express train from Jagdalpur to Bhubaneswar; and extension of Jagdalpur-
Visakhapatnam Express (18512/18513) to Hyderabad. The passengers in Odisha also demand the
restoration of railway concessions for senior citizens, which was wrongly discontinued during COVID-19
and never restored. Why is the Government penalizing elderly citizens while increasing luxury train

services?

Seventy-five per cent of railway accidents in India happen due to derailments, mostly caused by poor
track maintenance. The CAG report has revealed that in many cases, railway tracks were not inspected on
time or not inspected at all. There is a backlog of Rs. 34,319 crore for replacing old railway assets, but the
Government is spending money on flashy projects instead of fixing these basic issues. Is this the New India
the Government talks about, where modernisation means bullet trains for the rich while the rest of the
country is left with old, unsafe tracks? Railway accidents are not just statistics; they are human tragedies
that shatter families. The Balasore train accident in 2023, where 291 people lost their lives and over 900
were injured, exposed the Government's failure to ensure safety. The accident was caused by faulty signal
modifications, yet no concrete steps have been taken to prevent such disasters in the future. The
Government proudly speaks about the Kavach anti-collision system, but it has been installed on only 1,465
kilometres of the railway network. At this speed, it will take decades before this system covers the entire

country. How many more lives must be lost before railway safety becomes a priority?

The Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh, a special fund set up for railway safety, was supposed to receive
Rs. 20,000 crore every year. But in reality, this fund has never been fully financed. Last year, only half of
the promised amount was actually allocated. If safety is not a priority for the Government, how can people
feel secure while traveling by train? Railway operations require a vast workforce, including station masters,
guards, pointsmen, loco pilots, ticket collectors, maintenance staff, and security personnel. However, under

this Government, the railways are functioning with an alarming shortage of manpower.

Across the country, 12 lakh non-gazetted posts remain vacant, including positions that are critical to
railway safety and operations. This means that essential tasks such as track maintenance, train signalling,
and security are being handled by an overworked and understaffed workforce. The Southern Railway alone
has 13,977 vacant positions, affecting security, station management, and locomotive operations.
Shockingly, 22 per cent of these vacancies are reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(SC/ST), but they remain unfilled, showing the Government's failure in ensuring proper recruitment and

representation.

Loco pilots, responsible for running trains, are being forced to work under extreme pressure, often
without adequate rest, leading to increased risks of accidents. Track maintenance crews, who are
responsible for preventing derailments, are severely understaffed, which is one of the major reasons for
accidents. The Railway Protection Force (RPF) is also struggling with a staff shortage, making it difficult
to control rising incidents of theft, harassment, and unauthorized entry into railway stations. If the
Government continues to ignore this crisis, railway operations will only become more dangerous and

inefficient. The shortage of railway staff and poor crowd management were the main reasons behind the



tragic stampede at New Delhi Railway Station, where 18 people lost their lives. This disaster was the result
of unregulated issuance of unreserved tickets, overcrowding, and the absence of proper entry and exit

controls at one of India's busiest railway hubs.

Passengers carrying heavy luggage were forced to push through narrow foot overbridges, where the
crowd kept building up due to mismanaged ticket sales and a lack of security personnel. The Railway
Protection Force was completely overwhelmed, as there were not enough personnel to manage the
situation. This was not an unexpected disaster. Senior railway officials themselves admitted that the
incident was waiting to happen. Instead of taking proactive steps to regulate crowds, the Government
allowed unrestricted entry into railway platforms, which created conditions for a catastrophe. New Delhi
Railway Station is not the only place where such chaos exists. Nagpur Railway Station becomes almost
abandoned at night, with no railway personnel or security guards between 8 PM and 11 PM. Passengers are
left waiting in dimly lit areas with no staff or police presence, making them easy targets for theft,
harassment, and crime. This is not just a local issue-it is a nationwide problem. Many major railway
stations have become havens for the homeless, daily wage labourers, and even anti-social elements. This is

putting both passengers and railway staff in danger.

There have been multiple incidents where railway workers and loco pilots on night duty were attacked
by criminals, yet the Government has done nothing to increase security. The unreserved ticketing system is
out of control, leading to dangerously overcrowded general compartments, where people are packed like
sardines, risking accidents and medical emergencies. If these are the conditions at some of the largest
railway stations in the country, one can only imagine how bad things must be at smaller stations in rural
areas. How can the Government claim to be modernizing the railways when even basic safety measures are

missing?

Senior officials admit that unless strict controls on ticket sales and station entry are enforced, nothing
will change. The Government's response has been slow and reactionary. Instead of taking proactive steps,
the authorities wait for a disaster to happen before announcing temporary measures that are rarely
implemented effectively. The only solution is proper crowd control-but for that, the Government must
increase railway staffing, regulate platform access, and enforce strict safety measures. Without these steps,

another such tragedy is just a matter of time.

Seventy-five per cent of railway accidents in India happen due to derailments, mostly caused by poor
track maintenance. The CAG report has revealed that in many cases, railway tracks were not inspected on
time or not inspected at all. There is a backlog of Rs. 34,319 crore for replacing old railway assets, but the
Government is spending money on flashy projects instead of fixing these basic issues. Is this the New India
the Government talks about, where modernisation means bullet trains for the rich while the rest of the
country is left with old, unsafe tracks? The Government keeps saying "One India, One Railways," but the
reality is that rural and backward areas are being ignored while metro cities get all the benefits. The States
like Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and the Northeast have been waiting for railway expansion for decades. Projects
remain stuck due to lack of funding, while new high-end trains are being introduced in urban areas. Freight

services, which should help small farmers and traders, are still dominated by coal, which makes up 52 per



cent of total railway freight revenue. There is little focus on increasing connectivity for agricultural

produce, handicrafts, and small industries.

The Government claims that railway electrification is happening at a fast pace, but 97 per cent of
broad-gauge routes still depend on outdated infrastructure. Even under the Gati Shakti initiative, only 91
out of the planned 354 multi-modal cargo terminals have been commissioned. How can India become a
global economic powerhouse if our railway system is not equipped to support our industries and farmers?
For the ordinary railway passenger, life is becoming harder every day. Sleeper class and AC class fares
have been increased several times, yet the quality of service has not improved. The Tatkal and dynamic
pricing systems have turned into a way to overcharge passengers. What was supposed to be a convenience

has become an excuse to increase ticket prices without justification.

General compartments, where millions of poor and lower-middle-class Indians travel, are still
overcrowded and poorly maintained. Toilets are dirty, clean drinking water is still not available on many
long-distance trains, and theft and harassment continue to be serious problems. Meanwhile, railway losses
in the non-AC segment are growing. Sleeper class alone recorded a loss of Rs. 17,038 crore in 2021-22.
But instead of improving basic services, the Government is expanding executive-class and AC chair car
services. The message is clear-railways are becoming a luxury for the rich while the common man is being
forced to suffer. Rail freight is still expensive and uncompetitive compared to road transport. The dedicated
freight corridors, which were supposed to improve efficiency, are moving at a slow pace. India lags far
behind global standards in container traffic-only 7.9 per cent of railway freight is containerized, whereas in
developed countries, this figure is between 30 to 40 per cent. If rail freight were cheaper and more efficient,
it would help small businesses, reduce congestion on roads, and lower transportation costs for the entire

economy. But the Government is failing to take steps in this direction.

The biggest threat to Indian Railways today is the increasing push towards privatization. We are
seeing a two-tier railway system emerging-private luxury trains for the elite and overcrowded, poorly
maintained trains for the rest of India. Railway stations, routes, and even train services are being handed
over to private companies. The Indian Railway Finance Corporation, which funds railway expansion, now
has a debt burden of Rs 4.4 lakh crore. This over-reliance on loans and private funding is pushing the
railways towards a financial crisis. If the Government truly believes in "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas," why is
it handing over public transport to private players? Who will ensure that private operators do not exploit

passengers with high ticket prices and poor service?

Indian Railways must serve all citizens equally. It should be a symbol of inclusivity, safety, and
affordability, not a profit-driven enterprise that ignores the needs of the common people. The Government
must stop making announcements and start delivering results. The Government must immediately approve
and sanction long-pending railway projects that have been surveyed and awaiting execution for decades.

These include:
1. Koraput-Bobbili Railway Line via Semiliguda, Dudhari, Kotiya, Dandigaon, Salur.

2. Koraput-Araku Railway Line via Semiliguda, Kunduli, Sadam, Chaugaon.



3. Jajpur Road-Dhamara New Railway Line (DPR prepared, Rs. 2,996.81 crore project, 24 per cent
projected profit).

4. Gopalpur-Rayagada via Gunupur, Bhismagri, Digapahandi (Survey completed in 2011-12, pending since
2017-18 Capital Investment Programme).

5. Jeypore-Nabarangpur (38 km) and Jeypore-Malkangiri (130 km) railway projects must be expedited
immediately. Final Location Survey (FLS) has been completed for only 30 km out of 130 km in nine years!

This is unacceptable.

6. Expansion of East Coast Railway's jurisdiction to include:

? Jharsuguda-Barsuan-Kiriburu (SER), Rourkela-Nuagaon (SER), and

Jharsuguda-Himgiri (SECR) under a new division at Rourkela.

? Banspani-Padapahar, Rupsa-Bangriposi, and Bhadrak-Laxmannath Road

under a new division with headquarters at Jajpur.

7. A full audit of railway safety measures and immediate action to fix poor track conditions.

8. An independent investigation into the underutilization of safety funds, especially the Rashtriya Rail
Sanraksha Kosh.

9. A rollback of unfair fare hikes and an end to exploitative pricing models like Tatkal and dynamic pricing.

10. A fair and equal distribution of railway projects across all states, ensuring that backward regions are not
left behind.

11. A halt on reckless privatization, ensuring that Indian Railways remains a service for the people, not just

a profit-making tool for corporations.

Without concrete action, this Government's promises will remain empty words. Indian Railways
belongs to the people of this country, not to a handful of private players. I urge the Government to act now

before the railways become a system that serves only the privileged few.

SHRI ARUN NEHRU (PERAMBALUR): | would like to shed light on Tamil Nadu's significant economic
Contribution to the Indian Railways and the challenges it faces due to insufficient budget allocations and

high freight rates.

Tamil Nadu has long been a cornerstone of India?s economic growth, contributing over 9% to the
national GOP despite comprising only 6% of the population. The state boasts a robust industrial base, with
sectors like textiles, automobiles, and electronics heavily reliant on efficient railway infrastructure for
freight and Passenger movement. Tamil Nadu's rail network not only connects its bustling cities like
Chennai, Coimbatore, and Madurai but also serves as a vital link for trade across southern India. The

Integral Coach Factory in Chennai, a jewel in the crown of Indian Railways, has been instrumental in



manufacturing advanced coaches, including the prestigious Vande Bharat trains. Yet, despite these
contributions, the state receives a disproportionately low share of railway budget allocations. For the fiscal
year 2025-26, Tamil Nadu was allocated Rs.6,626 crore, a marginal increase from the previous year, but far

from sufficient to meet its growing demands.

This underinvestment has stifled growth opportunities. For instance, insufficient funding has stalled
critical projects lake the Tindivanam-Tiruvannamalai and Attipattu-Puttur railway lines. These delays not
only hinder connectivity but also result in economic losses. Studies suggest that inadequate railway
investment in Tamil Nadu could be costing the state billions in potential GOP growth annually. The lack of
efficient rail infrastructure forces industries to rely on road transport, which is not only costlier but also less

sustainable.

Adding to these woes are the high freight rates imposed by Indian Railways. These rates
disproportionately affect Tamil Nadu's industries, making it less competitive in both domestic and
international markets. For example, transporting goods like textiles and electronics via rail often costs
significantly more than road transport, despite rail being a more sustainable option. This pricing structure
discourages businesses from utilizing rail freight, further exacerbating the underutilization of the state's

railway network.

One glaring example of underinvestment is the absence of a railway line in Perambalur, the only
district in Tamil Nadu without rail connectivity. This lack of infrastructure hampers the industrial and
agricultural development of the region. Perambalur is home to the largest non-leather footwear industry in
the country, employing around 50,000 people, and is also the largest producer of maize, with an annual

production of approximately 5 lakh metric tonnes.

A railway line connecting Perambalur with Ariyalur and Namakkal districts via Thuraiyur and
Thathaiyangarpet towns would significantly enhance the transport of workers and agricultural produce,
boosting productivity and economic growth. Despite a reconnaissance engineering and traffic field survey

being completed, funds for this critical project are yet to be sanctioned.

In conclusion, while Tamil Nadu continues to be a vital contributor to the Indian Railways and the
nation's economy, it is imperative that the state receives its m fair share of investment. Addressing these
challenges is not just about equity; it is about unlocking Tamil Nadu's full economic potential for the
benefit of the entire nation. Let us advocate for a more balanced and forward-looking approach to railway

development in Tamil Nadu. Thank you.

*m73 SHRI KAMAKHYA PRASAD TASA (KAZIRANGA): I support the Demands for Grants (2025-
26) under the control of the Ministry of Railways.

During the tenure of Shri Narendra Modi Ji as Prime Minister of our country, Railway Ministry is
now on the way to fulfil the dreams of the people of India. We have seen expansion of railways to the

places where no railway connectivity was there.



I would like to say that the people are happy that the Railway Ministry under hon. Minister Shri
Ashwini Vaishnaw, has done tremendous work for the Railways. During future time Railways will be a
very standard mode of transportation of passengers and goods. Major changes are visible during hon. Prime
Minister Modi Ji?s and NDA?7?s tenure.

I humbly request the Government to kindly look into the following requests regarding the

expectations of the people.

1. A stoppage of long running train at Borpother Railway Station should be there. Rajdhani and other
trains should be allowed to stop for two/three/four/five minutes at Golaghat district As you know,
Borpother Railway Station of Golaghat district of Assam connects the people of Golaghat and Assam-
Nagaland Border area. It will benefit the people of Nagaland also. Borpother Railway station is a very old

station. So, I request the Government to kindly allow the stoppage here.

2. People of North-East demands a Vande Bharat train from Dibrugarh via Jorhat to Guwahati. Now the

Vande Bharat train has become the icon for the Indian Railways.

3. Darrang district is not connected to the Railway map of India. The people of Darrang district
demands connectivity to Darrang district. Darrang district 1s also an aspirational district. Hon. Member,

Shri Dilip Saikia has been raising this demand to the Ministry for a long time.

4. The zonal meeting of railway should be conducted in time. Decision taken in the zonal meeting of

Railway should be taken seriously and it should be implemented.
5. Please review the proposal pending in the Railway Board.

6. There should be special section to look after the request for reservation made by MPs and Ex-MPs.

Their requests should be considered.
7. In the Railway Station, there should be more ?May I help Desk.?
8. More shops should be allowed to set up to the local unemployed youth.
I hereby support the Budget and the Demands or Grants of the Ministry of Railways.

SHRI V. K. SREEKANDAN (PALAKKAD): | would like to express my views on the Demands for Grants under the
control of the Ministry of Railways for 2025-2026.

The railway part of the Union Budget for 2025-2026 has been very disappointing for the State of

Kerala as none of the projects demanded by Kerala have found place in the pink book.

The State has been demanding third and fourth rail lines between Thiruvananthapuram and
Mangaluru, Namo Bharat Rapid Rail connecting Thiruvananthapuram with Mangaluru on the lines of
similar projects in Delhi and Bengaluru, unfreezing of the Sabari rail project, regular Vande Bharat services

between Ernakulam and Bengaluru, Nilambur-Nanjangud rail project, Thalassery-Mysuru project, and new



line in the Kangangad Panathur Kaniyur section. However, no funds have been earmarked for any of these

projects and hence it has been very disappointing as far as Kerala is concerned.

I have been demanding the following concerning my parliamentary constituency and they are yet to

see the light of the day and I reiterate the said demands again here.

The issue of setting up of a coach factory at Kanjikode had been taken up on 8.07.2019 that is
immediately after | became a Member of Parliament. But when the railways made it clear that they are not
going to set up a coach factory on the land acquired for the said purpose, I have been demanding that the
said land measuring 236 acres be utilized by bringing a project under Gati Shakti scheme, which will
generate employments to many people as well as meet the requirement of railways for any kind

whatsoever. However, a decision on the above is yet to come from the railways.

The Pattambi and Palakkad Town Railway Stations need renovation and expansion to include needed
passenger facilities. I have been demanding for the redevelopment of these two stations under Amrit Bharat

Station scheme. Therefore, it is urged that these stations be included under Amrit Bharat Station scheme.

At present there are two bridges across river Bharathapuzha at Shoranur which are insufficient to cater
to the need of rail traffic. The trains pass through the bridge at a speed of 20 kmph and there is always
conjunction at Shoranur railway junction on this account. These are the proposals of the railways. Creating
two more bridges will facilitate to cut delays of trains passing through this section as well as the railways
will be able to introduce more trains to Malabar region of Kerala. Therefore, it i1s urged that two more

bridges be constructed over river Bharathapuzha at Shoranur at the earliest.

The MEMU shed at Palakkad which has the capacity to maintain a rack ranging from 12 to 14
MEMU cars is being used only for a rack of 8 MEMU cars for services between Mettupalayam and
Coimbatore. Earlier this MEMU shed was used for services from Palakkad to Ernakulam, Palakkad Town
to Salem, Palakkad Town to Erode and Erode to Coimbatore. If this MEMU shed is put to its maximum
capacity, services to Kannur, Ernakulam and Coimbatore can also be recommenced. Therefore, it is urged
that this MEMU shed at Palakkad be utilized at its maximum capacity, so that services can be commenced
to Nilambur, Shoranur, Coimbatore, Palani, Kozhikode, Guruvayur and more frequent services to
Ernakulam. Therefore, it is urged that the expansion work of Memu shed at Palakkad junction be
completed, so that MEMU services to above places can be commenced and the services can also be

recommenced to earlier destinations.

It has been a demand of the people to have a day time Vande Bharat Express train from Palakkad to
Thiruvananthapuram. The passenger traffic to Palakkad and vice versa. Therefore, it is urged that a day

time Vande Bharat Express train be introduced between Palakkad and Thiruvananthapuram.

A special service of Vande Bharat Express train between Ernakulam and Bengaluru was conducted for
a month and discontinued. During the special service the occupancy was record at 105 per cent. This shows
the magnitude of rail traffic in this segment. The passengers never get a confirmed ticket for any train from

Kerala to Bengaluru or from there to Kerala despite having many trains. Therefore, it is urged that the



Vande Bharat Express ran as a special service between Ernakulam and Bengaluru be restored as a regular

train for all the days at the earliest.

The patients with serious illnesses such as cancer, students, physically handicapped persons and
senior citizens were enjoying concession on railway tickets till the same had been withdrawn on account of
Covid-19 pandemic and the railways had also stopped issuing season tickets as well. Therefore, it is
requested that all concessions on tickets as well as the facility of season ticket be restored as it was existing

prior to Covid-19.

The Railway Board has sanctioned in the month of May, 2020, pit lines at Palakkad Town Railway
Station in Kerala under umbrella work as per proposal of Southern Railway, costing a sum of Rs.19.10
crore. The work on pit line is underway. It is urged that the work be completed at the earliest and long-

distance trains be introduced from Palakkad to all important destinations in the country.

The pit line at Shoranur can serve only trains with 12 coaches and whereas most of the trains run with
more than 24 coaches. Therefore, the pit line needs to be expanded to cater to the needs of the trains and to

make the existing pit line useful.

It has been a long pending demand for the extension of Uday Express upto PGTN. Many people from
Kerala living in Bangalore wish to travel by this train. However, the connectivity between CBE and PGTN
in late hours is pretty low. Therefore, although they would like to travel by this train, yet hesitate to make
use of this train due to poor connectivity between CBE and PGTN in late hours. If this train is extended
upto PGTN, the rate of occupation of this train will also increase as in the case of other trains running
between Kerala and Bangalore. Even if this train is operated for 5 days to PGTN and 1 day to CBE for
periodic maintenance, by terminating Tuesday service at CBE, the patronage of this train will also increase.

The train is not running on Wednesday for maintenance now, which can be followed as such.

It has been a long pending demand of the people of Ottapalam to have a stoppage for train No.
12677/12678 Ernakulam-Bangalore-Ernakulam Intercity Express at Ottapalam under Palakkad Division.
This is the only day time train running between Kerala and Bangalore and therefore, ladies and children
travelling to and fro Bangalore prefer to travel by this train because of security point of view. The people of
Ottapalam are now compelled to travel to Palakkad which is 32 kms away from Ottapalam to board this

train.

Moreover, earlier this train used to have a halt at Erode junction for change of engine for 20 minutes.
Now this system has been changed as the same engine hauls the train right upto its destination in both the
directions, and as such, this train now halts at Erode for just 5 minutes. Therefore, providing a one-minute
halt for this train at Ottapalam would not in any way, affect the running schedule of any other train in this

route at that particular time.

It is requested that a stoppage for 12677/12678 Ernakulam-Bangalore-Ernakulam Intercity Express at

Ottapalam may please be provided at the earliest.



Currently there is only one train between Thiruvananthapuram and Secunderbad/Hyderbad connecting
capitals of two States. There is always huge passenger traffic in this segment, requiring one more train
between these two capitals. People never get confirmed ticket and tickets get closed immediately after the
booking is commenced. Therefore, it is urged that a new train between Thiruvananthapuram and

Secunderabad/Hyderbad be introduced at the earliest.

Due to inadequate facilities at Shoranur junction to handle huge volume of traffic, all trains bound
towards Chennai and other parts of the country and all trains towards places in southern part of Kerala,
pass through Shoranur, but without touching Shoranur junction and there has been a demand to set up the
said model of triangle junction at Shoranur and as such, the issue has been brought to the notice of the

ministry. However, a response to it is yet to be received in this regard.

It was decided that new trains would be introduced between Mangaluru and Tuticorin immediately
after the completion of gauge conversion of Palakkad Pollachi railway route. The gauge conversion had
been completed way back in 2016. However, these assured trains were not introduced till now. The main
aim of making broad gauge conversion of Palakkad and Pollachi section was to facilitate port connectivity
of ports at Mangaluru and Tuticorin for faster freight movement as well as for the transportation of goods
from Tamil Nadu to Kerala and vice versa and to increase the volume of passenger traffic as it is an
interstate connectivity route, involving Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, etc. This section is also very
important from religious point of view as it connects many pilgrim places such as Mookambika, Ervadi,
Rameshwaram, Madurai, Palani, etc. Therefore, it is requested that these assured new trains may please be

introduced between Mangaluru and Tuticorin urgently.

There is a need for a new train as Inter City Express from Palakkad to Thiruvananthapuram in the
morning hours (Ex Island express slot of 6.40 am Palakkad). This route covers the most important places in
Kerala and the commuters to these places are quite high in the morning hours. Therefore, the introduction

of the much-sought train will help the people as well as help the railways to earn more revenue.

This one km. route between Shoranur and Bharathapuzha needs to be doubled. Therefore, it is

requested that action may please be taken to double this route at the earliest.

The following trains stop at Palakkad Town Railway Station for just two minutes. The passengers are
finding it very difficult to board and deboard the trains within two minutes and there is a genuine demand
to increase the stoppage time to at least 10 minutes at Palakkad Town Railway Station by curtailing the halt
time of these trains at Palakkad Junction

a) Trains No. 16343/16344 Thiruvananthapuram - Madurai-Thiruvananthapuram; and
b) Trains No0.22651/22652 Chennai-Palakkad-Chennai.

Increasing the halt time for the said trains at Palakkad Town Railway Station will not only provide
relief and comfort for the passengers to board and deboard the trains, but also will help to increase the

parcel traffic and it will also help to load and unload materials at Palakkad Town Railway Station.



All the passenger trains which were running between Palakkad and Coimbatore, Shoranur-Nilambur,
Kozhikode-Shoranur and Ernakulam to Palakkad be restored in the interest of commuters at the earliest.
These passenger trains were cancelled due to Covid-19. Similar trains in other divisions have been

restored.

Vadanamkurussi is an important railway station for the people from Ponnani, Guruvayur and Palakkad
for travel to Nilambur and likewise people from Nilambur and Perinthalmanna of district of Malappuram

undertake their further travel after deboarding from trains at Vadanamkurussi.

However, the two trains which currently pass through Vadanamkurussi railway station do not have
stops there. These two trains are (1) Rajya Rani Express and (2) Kottayam-Nilambur Express. Therefore,
the people have been demanding to provide stoppage for the above two trains at Vadanamkurussi and also

to recommence the services of all other five trains cancelled on account of Covid-19.

There have also been suggestions from the general public (1) to utilize Rajya Rani Express during day
time as Nilambur-Palakkad-Nilambur which will benefit both the people and the railways (Rajya Rani
express reaches Nilambur at 5.45 hours and departs at 21.30 hours and the whole day it is halted at
Nilambur) and (2) to run both Rajya Rani Express and Kottayam-Nilambur Express as passenger trains

between Shoranur and Nilambur on both ways and the remaining part of its schedule as express trains.

In view of the above, it is requested to provide stoppage at Vadanamkurussi for trains i.e. Rajya Rani
Express and Kottayam-Nilambur Express, utilize Rajya Rani Express during day time as Nilambur-
Palakkad-Nilambur and run Rajya Rani Express and Kottayam-Nilambur Express as passenger trains

between Shoranur and Nilambur on both ways in public interest.

It has been a long pending demand of the people of Kulukallur to have a stoppage for Rajya Rani
16349 Train at Kulukallur.

It is requested that a stoppage for the said train at Kulukallur be provided at the earliest.

These trains were having stoppages at all stations in between Shoranur and Nilambur and vice-versa
prior to the termination of services due to the Covid-19 pandemic. But now these trains stop only at two
stations in between Shoranur and Nilambur and vice-versa after its restoration, which the people believe
that the railway neglects the rural population of two districts namely Palakkad and Malappuram in Kerala
and thereby many thousands of rail passengers are being deprived of train travel facility. Not only this,
railways are also losing a good amount of revenue due to the non-stoppage of trains at many stations in

between Shoranur and Nilambur and vice-versa.

Therefore, it is requested that you may kindly direct the concerned to restore stoppage for the said
trains at all stations, including Kulukkallur, as it was existing prior to the termination of services on

account of Covid-19.

These were also having stoppages at Vallapuzha, but now these trains do not have a stop there.



These trains were very useful for the people of Vallapuzha Panchayat and its surrounding areas for

their various activities.

Many people from the said place met me recently and requested to take up this matter as the place

falls in my parliamentary constituency and I have assured them that needful will be done.

It is requested that you may kindly direct the concerned to provide a stoppage for train no. 16325-

16326 running between Nilambur-Kottayam-Nilambur at Kulukallur and Vallapuzha.

The Sub Divisional Railway Hospital at Shoranur is the only medical treatment source for nearly
2,000 railway employees and many retired railway pensioners from Ottapalam to Pallipuram and Shoranur
to Nilambur. This hospital has been conducting medical examinations for railway employees upto
Mangaluru and provides emergency medical services in all forms for the entire Palakkad divisions and also
to some part of Thiruvananthapuram. Therefore, there is an urgent need to strengthen this hospital by
appointing more doctors to cater to the need of the patients visiting the hospital daily as well as to provide
ambulance services. There is also a demand from the general public to allow them to avail of medical

facility from this hospital as there are no hospitals within the radius of 15 kms from Shoranur junction.

The Passengers to above places from Palakkad are quite high and there are no sufficient trains to cater

to the needs of the demand. Hence this request.

Earlier there was a steam loco shed at Shoranur employing hundreds of people. Now it has been felt
to have an electric loco shed at Shoranur as the steam trains have been replaced with electric trains.

Moreover, there is sufficient land for creating a loco shed at Shoranur.
Therefore, it is requested that steps may please be taken in this regard.

The Amrita Express trains were introduced for the benefit of passengers from Palakkad and its nearby
areas to Thiruvananthapuram. There is a possibility that these may further be extended to Rameshwaram.
Frequently changing the timings of these trains causes inconvenience to passengers. The commuters of
these trains from Palakkad and its nearby areas are mainly cancer patients for availing medical treatment at
Regional Cancer Centre, Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences & Technology at
Thiruvananthapuram. The train from Thiruvananthapuram reaches Palakkad at midnight. Therefore, the
passengers have to wait at the station for hours to get buses to reach their homes. Therefore, it is requested
that the train from Thiruvananthapuram be rescheduled at 10:00 pm so that it reaches Palakkad in the

morning hours when the buses start plying.

This train reaches Shoranur Junction at the wee hours of morning (3.35 am) and therefore the
passengers, mainly patients, have to wait at the station for hours to get buses to reach their homes.
Therefore, it is requested that the train from Kochuveli be rescheduled at 10:00 pm so that it reaches

Shoranur in the morning hours when the buses start plying.
It has been a demand to have following new trains from Mangaluru to:

Mangaluru to Rameshwaram,



Mangaluru to Thiruvananthapuram
Mangaluru to Bangaluru
Mangaluru to New Delhi
Mangaluru to Guwahati
Mangaluru to Mumbai

Mangaluru to Howrah

Mangaluru to Shalimar/Silchar

Currently from this part of Kerala/Karnataka there are no trains to above mentioned places and
whereas passengers bound to these destinations are quite high in all seasons. Therefore, new trains may

please be introduced to all above places.

Many express or passenger trains have been recommenced after Covid-19. However, stoppages have
been curtailed or limited. Therefore, it is requested that stoppage for all express or passenger trains be

restored as it was existing prior to Covid-19.

The train reaches Palakkad at 9.30 am and lies idle till 4.10 pm departure to Chennai. Therefore, this

can be extended upto Nilambur.

To boost parcel traffic from these two stations which are in the middle of wholesale markets, five-
minute stoppage for all trains is allowed as parcel booking is not permitted if the train does not have

stoppage less than five minutes. Therefore, this may be considered.

Trains No. 16323 and 16324 were having a stop at Mannanur under the Palakkad Division of
Southern Railway before Covid-19 and these were very helpful for the people of Vaniyamkulam Panchayat

and other adjacent or nearby places.

However, the stop at Mannanur for these trains has been discontinued, causing a lot of inconvenience
to several people who were depending on these trains for their travel to places towards Mangaluru and

Coimbatore from Mannanur.

Interestingly, these trains are having stoppages at all the stations, except Mannanur. Therefore,
looking into the problems being faced by the people of the above Panchayat and other places near to it, it is
requested that you may kindly direct the concerned to provide stoppage for Trains no. 16323 and 16324 at

Mannanur as it was existing earlier.

It has been a demand of the residents of Ward No.25 (Pallam) of Ottappalam Municipality to provide

a passage near the bridge over the Kanniyabram canal towards the southern side leading to Pallam.

In the absence of a passage, the residents of Pallam have to cross the railway track for all their needs

of day-to-day life and people are forced to leave the place due to lack of road commutation facility. A few



days ago, a young boy succumbed to a train accident while crossing a railway track.

Therefore, it is requested that you may kindly look into it and provide passage for the said residents

through railway land so that the residents can have a worry-free life.

The railways demolished the road (Railway 11 Km.) and the steps to cross over to the other side of
the railway line near to Railway Gate by using JCB along the Shornur-Nilambur railway line and made it
unfit to use. The place falls under Ward No.3 of Vallapuzha Grama Panchayat. Wards no.3 and 4 of
Vallapuzha Grama Panchayat are located on the west and the east side of the railway line respectively

towards Nilambur side.

The people are facing difficulties on this account as they are not able to send their wards to schools on
time, to buy things, to visit hospitals, etc. and they are afraid of how to pull on their life. They have to

travel kilometres to meet their day-to-day needs, if they want to avoid crossing the railway line.

Therefore, it is requested that you may kindly direct the concerned to refurbish the demolished road as
abovesaid as it was as well the steps on both sides of the railway line immediately as well as take action to

construct an over-head bridge at the above place to put an end to this issue once and forever.

A masjid and many residences exist between railway line and a canal at Vadanamkurussi. The passage
to the said masjid and the residences near to it is through the railway land. The railway has blocked this
passage permanently by putting up a chain. Therefore, the people are finding it very difficult to visit the

said shrine as well as houses near to it and they cannot take their vehicle also.

The people living in around this area have been performing burial of their near and dear at the
Kabristan (Graveyard) existing at the said masjid. Now because this passage is closed by railways, they are
not able to take the dead bodies for burial at the said Kabristan, visit the said shrine and houses situated

near to masjid.

Therefore, it is requested that you may kindly look into it and provide passage for the said residents

through railway land permanently.

The underway between Km.581/0-581/1 Bridge No.760 (Shoranur-Karakkad) was constructed at the
time of laying West Coast line and the people living in Wards No.26 to 28 of Shoranur Municipality have
been using it from time immemorial for various purposes. But the railways now closed this underway
unilaterally which is causing hardship to people living there as this underway passage was the only way to
visit very important ancient temples situated in Ward No.27. Similarly, students of various educational
institutions located there were also using it to reach safely. The underway was also very useful for the
transportation of essential goods, etc. The underway was constructed for the passage of people and

blocking it is an act of unjust.

Therefore, it is requested that the said underway be restored for the passage at above place in public

interest at the earliest.

With this I conclude and oppose the allocation for denying the rightful demand of Kerala.



Thank you.
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*m77 SHRI G. SELVAM (KANCHEEPURAM): Thank you, Speaker Sir, for allowing me to express my
view on the demands for grants related to the Ministry of Railways and to highlight the pressing issues and
needs that our constituency, Kanchipuram and Chengalpattu, faces in terms of railway infrastructure and
services. My Kanchipuram Parliamentary Constitutency consists of two revenue districts, Kanchipuram

and Chengalpattu, Kanchipuram and Chengalpattu Railway Stations are major railway stations.

Kanchipuram, is an ancient city with a rich cultural heritage, a prominent tourist destination and also

an important commercial and industrial hub, particularly known for its traditional silk weaving industry.

The railway network plays a crucial role in connecting Kanchipuram to major cities like Chennai,
Bengaluru, and other industrial hubs. However, despite the importance of the railways to our region, there
are numerous areas where improvement is needed in terms of infrastructure, safety, accessibility, and

convenience.

The first and most pressing demand is the expansion of the railway network in and around

Kanchipuram and Chengalpattu.
I would like to request the government to consider the following measures:

New Railway Stations: In my Kanchipuram Parliamentary Constituency, a new railway station should
be built near Chennai, a growing sub-city in Chengalpattu district, Klambakkam Bus Stand, for the use of
various parties like public, entrepreneurs, industrialists, college students and hospital goers. We also need
new railway stations in key locations such as Sriperumbudur and Walajabad, which are emerging as major
industrial and commercial centers. The current stations are far from these areas, and the lack of access to

trains severely hampers the mobility of residents, workers, and business people.



Enhancement of Existing Stations: The Kanchipuram Railway Station itself, which is overburdened,
requires a significant upgrade. Modernizing the station to handle a larger volume of passengers, improve

amenities, and provide better facilities for the elderly and differently-abled persons is essential.

Connectivity to Chennai and Bengaluru: The connectivity between Kanchipuram and nearby cities
like Chennai and Bengaluru needs to be strengthened. We request the introduction of more trains,
especially express trains, to reduce travel time and improve accessibility. The current trains are insufficient

to meet the demand, and passengers often face overcrowding.

One of the most critical aspects of railway development in Kanchipuram is improving infrastructure,

which includes both the physical assets and the technological systems in place.

Electrification and Modernization: We urgently need the electrification of the railway line between
Kanchipuram and Chennai, which will not only help reduce carbon emissions but also enhance efficiency
and reduce dependency on fossil fuels. This will be a major step towards achieving sustainability in the

transportation sector.

Upgradation of Track and Signaling System: The tracks between Kanchipuram and Chennai are aging
and require modernization. It is crucial that we ensure the safety and reliability of the railway network. We
propose to improve the signaling systems and upgrade tracks to handle high-speed trains. Additionally, the

introduction of automatic signaling systems will greatly improve train scheduling and reduce accidents.

Passenger Safety and Security: The safety and security of passengers must be paramount. I urge the
Ministry to ensure the installation of CCTV cameras, fire extinguishers, and other safety devices at major
railway stations. The introduction of dedicated police force and better surveillance systems can help

prevent crimes and ensure the safety of our citizens.

In the context of social inclusivity, it is important to ensure that the railways cater to the needs of all
segments of society. For Kanchipuram, where many people are involved in agriculture, small businesses,

and the informal sector, affordable and accessible transportation is vital.

Affordable Fare Structure: The current fare structure must be reviewed to make train services
affordable for all sections of society, particularly the rural and economically weaker sections. A revision of

the fare system in favor of students, senior citizens, and economically backward groups i1s much needed.

Improved Passenger Amenities: Passenger amenities such as waiting rooms, clean toilets, and
drinking water facilities should be upgraded at Kanchipuram station. Also, better facilities for differently-
abled passengers, including ramps, elevators, and dedicated spaces, should be implemented as part of a

more inclusive rail system.

Wi-Fi and Charging Stations: I request the introduction of free Wi-Fi services at major stations,
including Kanchipuram, as well as the installation of more charging points for mobile phones, laptops, and

other devices, which would enhance the overall passenger experience.



As we progress towards creating a sustainable future, it is vital that the railway system contributes to
this cause. In Kanchipuram, we have the opportunity to invest in environmentally friendly and energy-

efficient solutions.

Introduction of Electric Trains: Electrification of the rail line should be accelerated, as mentioned
earlier. This will contribute to reducing our carbon footprint and reliance on non-renewable energy sources.
The transition to electric trains will not only benefit the environment but will also make train services more

reliable and efficient.

Use of Solar Power: Solar power could be a game-changer in the railway sector. We should look into
installing solar panels at Kanchipuram station and along the tracks to power station lights, platforms, and
other essential services. This initiative will help in reducing energy costs and promote the use of renewable

energy.

Kanchipuram is a major cultural and tourist destination, known for its temples, silk weaving industry,
and vibrant culture. The development of way infrastructure will directly impact the tourism industry, which

can generate employment and boost the local economy.

Tourist-Friendly Facilities: I urge the Ministry to focus on making rail services more tourist-friendly
by introducing special tourist trains that will link Kanchipuram with other key tourist destinations in Tamil
Nadu, such as Mahabalipuram, Pondicherry, and the hill stations in the Western Ghats. We need better

facilities like guided tours, multilingual support, and other amenities to enhance the travel experience.

Promotion of Silk Weaving Industry: The silk weaving industry in Kanchipuram is one of the best in
the world, and it contributes significantly to the local economy Improved rail connectivity will not only
ease the transportation of goods but will also make it easier for tourists to visit our town, boosting our

economy.

In conclusion, the railway sector is one of the most crucial pillars of development in any region. The
demand for grants in the Ministry of Railways is not just a request for infrastructure but a step toward a

brighter, more connected, and economically vibrant future for the people of Kanchipuram.

I urge the hon. Minister to consider our demands seriously and take the necessary actions to improve
the railway network in our region. The people of Kanchipuram, like millions of others across the country,
rely on railways for their daily livelihoods, travel, and economic activities. Their well-being and prosperity
should be the guiding principles in the planning and execution of railway-related grants and projects. Let us
work together to ensure that the railways continue to serve as a vital force for national integration,

economic growth, and social progress.
Thank you.

SHRIMATI POONAMBEN MAADAM (JAMNAGAR): [ would like to express my views to speak on the Demand for

Grants for the Railways.



It is often said that the railways are the lifeline of our nation. From the majestic Himalayas to the
serene coasts, they take us on a journey through the essence of India where each kilometre unfolds a new
chapter of our rich heritage and diverse landscapes. But beyond reaching a destination, trains have always
been a place where languages mix, relationships are forged, and stories are shared. They are a true

reflection of the spirit of India, where unity thrives in diversity.

Investment in infrastructure is the cornerstone of any nation?s growth. This approach perfectly aligns
with the hon. Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi ji?s vision of ?Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas?. For the
second year in a row, Rs. 2,52,000 crore allocated as Gross Budgetary Support for 2025-26 reaffirms this
Government?s commitment to railway modernization. Over the next two to three years, this Government
plans to introduce 200 new Vande Bharat trains, 100 Amrit Bharat trains, 50 Namo Bharat rapid rail trains,

and 17,500 general non-AC coaches, significantly improving passenger accessibility nationwide.

Our railways are set to be the second-largest freight carrier globally, with freight volumes projected to
reach 1.6 billion tonnes by the end of this year. This remarkable achievement is a testament to our rail
network?s growing strength and potential. Looking ahead, the vision for a 7,000-km high-speed rail
network by 2047, along with 100 per cent electrification by 2026, reflects this Government?s unwavering

commitment to progress and sustainability.

Safety continues to remain a top priority, with an allocation of Rs. 1,16,514 crore for safety-related
initiatives, ensuring safer and more efficient operations. This includes track renewal, signalling upgrades,
telecom improvements, and constructing new railway points and crossings. Over the coming years, 1,000
Road Over Bridges and Road Under Bridges will be built, enhancing connectivity and safety for

passengers.

The progress over the last decade has been deeply felt across India. The railways have expanded
access to jobs, created opportunities, connected people to places of worship, and given countless the chance
to chase their dreams, even far from home. Is this not the India we have envisioned? An India where
opportunity knows no boundaries, where every individual has the freedom to dream and the means to

pursue it. [ am proud of how far we have come and even prouder of the future we are building.

Budgetary support has increased ninefold since 2013-14, and this can be seen by the remarkable
improvement in our railway services. At stations, waiting rooms have been upgraded to enhance the
passenger experience, and ?Divyang-friendly? measures have been implemented. Facilities have improved
with bio-toilets for better sanitation, a dedicated helpline for assistance, and upgraded pantry services for a
more comfortable journey. Emergency talk-back systems and CCTV cameras now ensure greater security
on Vande Bharat trains, while vigilance control devices and GPS-based fog safety systems help loco pilots
navigate safely. At the same time, digital advancements have transformed ticketing, with mobile bookings
soaring and the IRCTC App becoming an essential travel companion for millions of Indians. These

improvements reflect a railway system that is modern, inclusive and committed to passenger convenience.

Representing the slightly remote yet vibrant constituency of Jamnagar, I have seen firsthand the

remarkable transformation in connectivity over the past decade. The Government?s unwavering



commitment to infrastructure development is not just a policy on paper but is a reality. Today, I stand here
with deep appreciation as these efforts continue to bridge distances and open doors to new a sense of

opportunities for the people of my constituency.

Jamnagar has witnessed a significant progress, and I would like to take a moment to highlight a few
key developments that have truly made a difference. Eight stations are being redeveloped in my
constituency under the ?Amrit Station Scheme?, which will majorly enhance infrastructure and passenger
facilities. I am proud to state that we have achieved 100 per cent electrification, which marks a significant
milestone in our commitment to enhancing railway infrastructure. Moreover, solar power plants have also
been installed at Okha and Jamnagar stations, showing our commitment to sustainable energy. Among
trains introduced, the Vande Bharat Express from Jamnagar to Ahmedabad, now extends to Okha.
Moreover, the Hapa-Bilaspur Superfast Weekly train has been extended to Okha, bringing a new level of

speed and inclusivity to our railway network.

I have submitted a representation to the hon. Minister of Railways seeking further enhancements in
railway connectivity for my constituency. The Kanalus-Rajkot doubling project 1s underway and
progressing efficiently. 1 request for the completion of this at the earliest to maximize its benefits.
Additionally, I have written regarding the resumption of certain train services that were temporarily halted

and I have complete confidence that the hon. Minister will give due consideration to these submissions.

With that, I support the Demand for Grants for Railways. Thank you!
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SHRIMATI ANITA SUBHADARSHINI (ASKA): | would like to express my views on the Demands for Grants of
Railways for the year 2025-26. The NDA Government under the Leadership of Shri Narendra Modi ji has
made tremendous progress in Railways. Under the "Make in India" initiatives, 100 Vande Bharat trains
have been introduced so far. A total number of 772 new trains have already been introduced during the
period 2019-20 to 2023-24. A remarkable expansion of 31,180 kilometres have been achieved by the Indian
Railways from the year 2014 to 2024 with an average rate of 8.54 kilometres per day for new lines, gauge

conversion, and doubling sections.

Indian Railways passes through different landscapes from bustling of cities to serene countryside. It is
rightly called as the lifeline of "Bharat", transporting approximately 24 million passengers across the
country. It remains a testament of engineering prowess, logistical excellence, cultural integration,

perpetuating its legacy not just as transporting system but as a symbol of unity.

With an estimate of 1.3 million workforce, Indian Railways has contributed to the livelihood of
millions of people fostering economic growth and development. The Gatiman Express is well equipped
with the state-of-art amenities and luxurious interior. It runs from Delhi to Agra at a speed of 160 kilometre

per hour.

I request the hon. Minister of Railways, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, to include the following railway
projects of my parliamentary constituency Aska in the state of Odisha during the Financial year 2025-26:
1. The infrastructure development of Khallikote railway station.
2. Construction of under pass from Langaleswar to Badasahi.
3. Construction of under pass at Tentuliapada near Khallikote railway station.
4. Construction of under pass at Bhejiput near Kalijai railway Station.
5

. Passenger waiting hall at Dhankabali under Kanak Gram Panchayat.



6. Stoppage of passenger train at Dhankabali village under Kanak (G.P) of Khallikote as the place is
very close to famous Chilika Lake.

7. Stoppage of Vishakha Express (Train No. 17015/17016) at Khallikote Station which is running
between Bhubaneswar and Secunderabad.

8. The stoppage of Konark Express (Train No. 11019/11020) at Khallikote Station.
With these words, I conclude. Thank you.

DR. C. N. MANJUNATH (BANGALORE RURAL): | would like to express my views on Demand for Grants 2025-26.

At the outset I congratulate the hon'ble Prime Minister, Finance Minister for, financing 95 per cent of
the capital expenditure, and also the hon. Railways Ministers for their commitment in making the railways
reaching to all nukes and corners of the country. The capital expenditure is estimated at Rs. 2,65,200 crore,

same as the revised estimate for 2024-25.

In both 2024-25 and 2025-26, the budgetary support from the Central Government is estimated at Rs.
2,52,200 crore.

The Railways' internal revenue for 2025-26 is estimated to be Rs. 3,02,100 crore. This an increase of
8.3 per cent over the revised estimate for 2024-25. The Indian Railways was nationalized in 1951.
According to the Railway Board (2022 report), India's logistics market grew from 87 million tonnes (1950)
of originating freight to about 4,500-5,000 MT (55 times growth in 2021). In the same period, rail freight
grew from 73 MT to 1,418 MT (about 20 times growth).

The Railway projects are very important for the economic development of the country. So, the Union
Government reaffirmed its unwavering commitment to transforming the Indian Railways into a world-class
network. The introduction of Vande Bharat Trains, Amrit Bharat Trains, and Namo Bharat Rapid Rail
services marks a new era of speed, efficiency and comfort for the millions of travellers. Additionally, the
decision of manufacturing general coaches reflects our dedication to ensuring the affordable travel for

every citizen.

These budgets are aimed at materializing the vision of a Viksit Bharat. The Budget is not just about
numbers, it is about empowering people, creating jobs and strengthening our economy. The Government
has made significant strides in high-speed rail initiatives. The electrification of the railway network has
been a major focus of the Government to promote sustainability and reduce the carbon emissions.
Electrification rate has now reached nearing the goal of 100 per cent electrification. The introduction of

Vande Bharat trains has revolutionized travel with enhanced speed and comfort.

The Amrit Bharat Station Scheme aims to develop 1,275 stations nationwide, enhancing passenger
amenities and the station infrastructure. In the current financial year, over Rs.1.92 lakh crore has been

invested in modernizing railway infrastructure, focusing on capacity expansion and safety improvements.

The Government has launched a semi high-speed train named Amrit Bharat Express that is providing
affordable and comfortable travel to the common people. These trains are ensuring that even economically

weaker sections can experience world-class railway service at the low fares. I would like to draw the kind



attention of the union government towards the following demands of the people of Karnataka and request

to take necessary steps to fulfill the same at the earliest.

There are some projects which are not even started include Hejjala- Chamaraj Nagara, Dharwad-

Belagavi direct rail line; Gadag-Yalavigi rail line which was approved decades ago, but still, it is only on

paper.

The Railway projects in Karnataka's South Western Railway (SWR) Zone, including Hubballi,
Bengaluru and Mysore. However, the ongoing projects are to be expedited as there has been very little

progress.

In 1996 Hejjala Chamarajnagar Railway Project was announced in the Budget, unfortunately even
feasibility study in not taken up. This project covers three Districts of Ramnager, Mandya and

Chamarajnagar in Karnataka. This is an important corridor for farming communities

Wodeyar Express which commutes between Bangalore Mysore, there is long pending request for
stoppage of this Express Train at Ramnagar District headquarters which is hub of sericulture and economic
growth. The Bidadi Railway Station needs upgradation. All above projects comes under my constituency. I

request the hon. Railway Minister to respond positively so that people of our area are benefited,

My congratulation to the hon. Prime Minister and the hon. Railway Minister for phenomenal growth

and ultra moderation of Indian Railway sector.
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ADV. DEAN KURIAKOSE (IDUKKI): Hon. Speaker Sir, I would like to bring to the notice of the Government,

some issues regarding the Railway Projects in my State of Kerala.

With Regard to this issue, I had raised a Parliamentary Question on 24/7/2024 regarding the
feasibility of the Angamaly Sabari Railway Line. In reply to that Question, the hon. Minister had stated that
the Government of Kerala had not given any reassurance on cost sharing for the revised estimate amount of
Rs. 3726.56 crore for the above-mentioned project. However, through a DO letter dated 23/3/2023, hon.
Chief Minister of the State had already given reassurance to the Railway Minister's office on cost sharing

of the project and revised estimate amount of Rs.3726.56 crore was mentioned in that letter.

The hon. Minister for Railway, Government of Kerala had also communicated to the Central Rail
Ministry that State Government has already compared the cost benefit of Angamali-Erumeli railway line
with Chengannur-Pampa railway line and informed that Angamali-Erumeli railway line is more beneficial

for the development of Kerala.



Also the Transport Secretary of the State has already requested to the Chairman, Railway Board to
sanction a feasibility survey for the extension of Angamali-Sabari railway line from Erumeli to
Balaramapuram for connecting it with Vizhinjam International Sea port and make it as the third railway

corridor of the State.

I would like to bring to the notice of the Government that Kerala is the only State where railways has
not constructed any new railway line for the past 30 years. Similarly, 26 MPs from Kerala had already
submitted a representation to the Railway Minister's office to give priority to the construction of Angamali-
Erumeli Sabarimala railway line project. With this project Idukki district will also get railway connectivity.
[ am happy to inform you that MP's and MLA's meeting organized by the Government of Kerala had
unanimously approved the alignment of Angamali-Erumeli railway line and at present there is no public

protest against this project.

However, I would like to inform with great regret that there has been a propaganda of certain vested
interest groups that the proposed Chengannur-Pampa railway line is far superior to the earlier sanctioned
Angamali-Erumeli Sabari rail project meant for providing connectivity for pilgrims visiting the Sabarimala

Shrine. This propaganda is based on false presumptions as can be seen from the following facts.

One, the proposed Chengannur- Pampa line goes right upto Pampa whereas the Angamali-Sabari line
terminates about 33 kilometre short of Pampa which will not be convenient for the pilgrims. The earlier
sanctioned Angamali-Erumeli Sabari line also was initially sanctioned from Angamali to Pampa, the same
terminal point as that of the proposed Chengannur-Pampa. However, during the various stages of survey
and finalization of the proposal, due to stiff resistance from the Forest Department, the line had to be
terminated at Erumeli which is about 33 kilometre short of Pampa. Out of the total distance of 33 kilometre
from Erumeli to Pampa the Angamali-Erumeli alignment was proposed through 19 kilometre of forest land.
It is heard that about the same length of the newly proposed Chengannur-Pampa alignment is proposed
through forest land. Hence, it can be seen that if required the Angamali-Erumeli Sabari line also can be
taken right upto Pampa provided the Forest Department gives permission. A considered decision has to be

taken in this regard.

Two, since the Chengannur-Pampa line follows the alignment parallel to Pampa river, land
acquisition will be minimum as compared to Angamali-Sabari line. It is not possible to plan the railway
line parallel to Pampa river due to the numerous curves on the river alignment. It can be seen that an
alignment fit for 130 kmph, for which Angamali-Sabari line has been designed, from Chengannur to Pampa
cannot be taken on the Pampa river alignment. This will involve land acquisition in many of the urban

pockets near Chengannur. There would not be savings in land in this respect.

Three, the total distance to be travelled by pilgrims going to Sabarimala shrine 80 per cent of the
pilgrims coming by train to Sabarimala shrine come from neighbouring States of Karnataka, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. They enter Kerala from northern side. The percentage of
pilgrims coming by train from southern side is only a minority. Taking Angamali as a common starting

point, the distance to reach Pampa by Angamali-Sabari line and Chengannur-Pampa line will be like,



Angamali to Pampa via Erumeli - 145 kilometres and Angamali to Pampa via Chengannur - 201

kilometres.

As is clear from the above, there will be a saving of 56 kilometres for a pilgrim if he chooses the
Angamali-Sabari line to reach Pampa. With an annual outfall of 20 lakh pilgrims coming by rail, the total
kilometer saved by Angamali-Sabari route will be more than 1000 crore kilometres. This fact has to be

appreciated.

The compulsory presence of Erumeli on the pilgrim circuit. The traditional pilgrim circuit to
Sabarimala Shrine is via Erumeli. The pilgrims going to Sabarimala shrine are supposed to have "petta
thullal" and darsan at Erumeli temple and Vavar mosque before proceeding for pilgrimage, as per the rites

of the pilgrimage. These rites are preserved by the pilgrims even today.

Kottayam used to be the traditional railhead for Sabarimala pilgrims. Over the years, Chengannur

also gained importance as a secondary rail head for Sabarimala Shrine.

The proposed Chengannur-Pampa rail line will cater only to the Sabarimala pilgrims and for the
period other than the pilgrimage season of 45 days and the line will be idling. The Angamali-Erumeli
Sabari line will act as a third rail corridor for the State of Kerala with onward connectivity to Tamil Nadu
via Punalur if the line is extended upto Punalur. There has been an earlier proposal to extend this line upto

Thiruvananthapuram which was dropped due to poor traffic prospects.

With the commissioning of the Vizhinjam International Seaport as a hub for the Mother Ships, it
would be ideal to extend this line to Balaramapuram via Punalur. The approximate length from Erumeli to
Balaramapuram will be 160 kilometres. This Project can be taken up under the RAIL SAGAR project

envisaged in the mid-term Budget.

It is also seen that the proposed Chengannur-Pampa line is costing about Rs.9,000 crore as against

Rs.3,800 crore for the Angamali-Sabari rail project.

The people on the Angamali-Sabari line had been suffering due to practically freezing of their lands

for the past 26 years.

Considering the above aspects, I would like to request the hon. Railway Minister, to kindly consider
defreezing the Angamali-Sabari rail project and going ahead with the same. This will be a big boon not

only for the Sabarimala pilgrims but also for the entire State of Kerala. Thank you.

DR. D. RAVI KUMAR (VILUPPURAM): Hon. Speaker Sir, [ would like to bring to the attention of the Government
towards pressing issues concerning the Indian Railways, particularly the challenges in freight

transportation, passenger services, and revenue generation.

The National Rail Plan (NRP) 2020 has clearly highlighted that underinvestment in railway
infrastructure has led to severe congestion, particularly on high-density routes. According to the report, 80

per cent of high-density network routes and 48 per cent of highly utilized network routes are operating



beyond their capacity. This congestion slows down freight movement, making road transport a more

attractive alternative.

The average speed of freight trains in India stands at just 30 kilometres per hour, which is only a
marginal improvement from 26 kilometres per hour a decade ago. The NRP has set an ambitious target of
increasing this speed to 50 kilometres per hour by 2030. To achieve this, the Ministry has proposed several
measures, including construction of dedicated freight corridors (DFCs); expansion and modernization of

rail networks; multi-laning of high-density corridors; and procurement of new and specialized wagons.

While two dedicated freight corridors are currently operational, the East-West, North-South, and East
Coast freight corridors are proposed only after 2031. This is a matter of serious concern. The southern
States ? Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, and Kerala ? are major economic hubs, and a
dedicated freight corridor in this region is essential. Without this, we will continue to see inefficiencies in
freight transport, hampering industrial growth and increasing logistics costs. I urge the Railway Ministry to
prioritize the construction of a Southern Dedicated Freight Corridor at the earliest to boost connectivity and

economic development in these States.

Freight services continue to cross-subsidize passenger services, with freight charges being nearly
three times higher than passenger fares. Between 2009 and 2019, freight rates surged by 91 per cent while
passenger fares increased by just 28 per cent. This imbalance not only burdens the freight sector but also
discourages industries from using rail transport. Moreover, despite fare subsidies, revenue from passenger
services remains insufficient to cover operating costs. Except for AC 3-tier and AC chair car segments, all
other passenger categories have incurred losses from 2018-19 to 2021-22. The Standing Committee on
Railways (2024) has rightly recommended a comprehensive review of operating expenses and passenger
fares. Rationalizing fares, without compromising affordability, is essential for the long-term sustainability

of the Railways.

Another concern is the stagnation in the supply of non-AC coaches, leading to slow growth in
passenger traffic in unreserved and sleeper class categories. The Ministry has announced plans to add
10,000 non-AC coaches, but a clear timeline is necessary. I urge the Ministry to expedite this process to
enhance accessibility for common passengers. Railways? sundry earnings ? revenues from catering,
advertisements, and asset monetization ? are far below potential. While the projected sundry revenue for
2025-26 1s Rs. 12,000 crore (a mere nine per cent increase over the previous year), its contribution to total

railway receipts has remained stagnant at just four per cent since 2017-18.

The Standing Committee on Railways has set an ambitious target of increasing non-fare revenue to 20
per cent of total revenue by 2030. Key measures include: maximizing advertising revenue on trains and
stations; expanding station redevelopment projects; and better commercial utilization of railway land and
assets. However, the CAG (2022) has observed that there is still considerable untapped potential in these
areas. The Ministry must take proactive steps to enhance earnings from non-fare sources, reducing its

overdependence on freight revenues.



I express my deep concern regarding the recent decisions taken by the Railway Administration to
monetize railway-owned land in my parliamentary constituency, Villupuram, without obtaining consent
from the Government of Tamil Nadu. The land in question was originally acquired from the State
Government, and the unilateral decision to lease or repurpose it, displacing long-term residents, is both

unjust and procedurally flawed.

Two specific instances in Villupuram Junction and Valavanur highlight the grave consequences of this
policy. More than 100 families have been residing near Villupuram Junction for two or three generations,
having built houses and established their lives in the area. However, the Railway Administration has
recently issued notices to these residents to vacate the land, as it has been leased long-term to private
individuals under the monetisation scheme. Recognising the injustice of this eviction, the affected families
have approached the Madras High Court, seeking alternative accommodation. The court has granted an
injunction against the railway administration?s eviction order, reinforcing the need for a humane approach
to this issue. I urge the Railway Administration to engage in discussions with the State Government of

Tamil Nadu to provide these families with alternative housing before proceeding with any further action.

In Valavanur, houses were constructed by the State Government nearly 60 years ago for poor families,
and generations of residents have lived in this area since. Recently, the Railway Administration has issued
notices to acquire this land for the development of Valavanur railway station, forcing families to vacate
without any provision for alternative accommodation. Displacing poor families, many of whom have been
residing here for decades, without ensuring their rehabilitation is unacceptable and inhumane. Any

development project must be carried out with due regard for the lives and livelihoods of those affected.

I strongly urge the Railway Administration to work in consultation with the State Government to
ensure that all displaced families in Valavanur are provided with alternative housing before proceeding
with the station?s development. I request the Ministry of Railways to immediately halt eviction
proceedings in Villupuram Junction and Valavanur; consult with the Tamil Nadu Government to identify
and provide alternative accommodation for affected families; and ensure that any future monetisation of
railway land is carried out with prior consultation with State Governments and with due consideration for

the rights of long-term residents.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the first Full Union
Budget of the Modi 3.0 Government on February 1, marking her eighth Budget. However, there were no

major announcements for the railways sector.

According to the Budget documents, the Government will provide budgetary support of around Rs.
2.52 lakh crore for FY2026, which is consistent with the revised allocation for FY2025. This funding will
be directed towards essential infrastructure projects, including track expansion, rolling stock procurement,
electrification station modernization with a continued focus on ensuring safety. Development of the
Railway Ministry over the next 4-5 years shall be to the tune of Rs. 4.6 trillion -- a very bold development
programme; expansion of the infrastructure is indeed strong. Addition of 100 Amrit Bharat Trains,

including both sleeper and Chair Car configurations Vande Bharat trains 200.



Freight estimates for FY2025 are reduced from 1,650 million tonnes (mt) to 1635 mt. But by the end
of the fiscal year, Indian Railways aims to achieve the cargo capacity of 1.6 billion tonnes, which would

help India to become a country ranking second in the list of freight-carrying railway after China.

India aims to achieve 100 per cent electrification by the end of FY2025 -2026. Jammu-Srinagar-Rail
Project completed, Chenab Bridge, world's highest railway arch bridge has been constructed and is 35
meters taller than the FEiffel Tower. Anji Bridge, India's first cable-stayed rail bridge is also being
constructed. IT continues to run an annual subsidy of Rs. 56,993 crore which will cover 46 per cent
discount over every ticket booked. It tries to maintain prices for the traveller. Despite the slight reduction in
the budget allocation, the Government has continued to focus on long-term infrastructure growth, safety,
digital services and expanding railway capacity, signalling a strong commitment to modernizing the Indian

Railways network.

In the Union Budget 2024-2025 the railways received a record capital expenditure (CapEx) allocation
of Rs. 2.65 trillion, a marginal two per cent increase from the previous year's Rs. 2.6 trillion Revised
Estimate. Budget 2025-2026 has a muted allocation which has come down to Rs. 2.55 lakh crore, coupled
with the absence of major reforms for the sector, which has sent railway stocks sliding shortly after the
Budget presentation. Though as it may, the fact is the net revenue expenditure of Indian Railways is placed
at Rs. 3,02,100 crore in this year's Budget Estimates as against Rs. 2,79,000 crore in the Revised Estimates
of last fiscal. This fiscal's Gross Budgetary Support is almost a times of what it was, at only Rs. 28,174
crore in 2013-2014.

The Indian Railways is all set to become the second-highest freight carrying Railway touching 1.6
billion tonnes of cargo by the end of this fiscal. With Indian Railways' operating ratio set at 98.22 per cent -
meaning it spends Rs. 98.22 for every Rs. 100 earned - financial health remains a concern. Yet Railways is
projecting a near 30-60 per cent rise in revenue from its premium Vande Bharat trains that include Chair

Cars and Sleepers.

It 1s seen that Railways and Road Transport continues to be among the Ministries for which the
Government has allocated the highest share of capital expenditure in this Budget even though the allocated
amount is the same as last year's. Ministry of Railways has been allocated Rs. 2.65 lakh crore from general
revenue, Rs. 500 crore from Nirbhaya Fund, Rs. 3,000 crore from internal resources and Rs.10,000 crore

from extra-budgetary resources.

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways been allocated Rs. 2.72 lakh crore for capital
expenditure. While both Ministries got the same CapEx allocation as in last year's Budget, they still
account for around 48 per cent of the total CapEx allocation across Ministries. As we are aware that Capital
Expenditure goes towards building assets that have long-term benefits and can potentially generate revenue
and Revenue expenditure, on the other hand, refers to expenses incurred in maintaining daily operations
and includes salaries, wages, rent, office expenses, and so it is pertinent to note that until November 2024,

Defence, Railways, Road Transport allocated for 75 per cent of capital expenditure.



Over the last decade, a staggering Rs. 3 lakh crore has been pumped into modernizing infrastructure,
electrification has scored to 95 per cent, track length has expanded, and rolling stock has seen record
additions. And yet, the returns are underwhelming. Freight traffic is just over two per cent growth despite
India's booming economy and while passenger revenue is rising, patronage remains below pre-Covid
levels. It was said that safety-related initiatives will receive an enhanced budget allocation of Rs. 1,16,514
crore. While the Railways has done well in grade separation work, the most pressing safety issue today is

the proliferation of Kavach. There is no mention of any increase in Kavach coverage for 2025-26.

In 2022, Railways set a target to achieve originating freight traffic of 3,000 MT by 2027, about double
from the 2022-2023 level which was 1,509 MT. This target date was later revised to 2030. Thus, Railways'
freight traffic needs to grow at an annualized rate of nine per cent to achieve this target by 2030-2031. In
2025-2026, as per Budget Estimates, it has estimated to transport 1,700 MT of freight. This is an
annualised growth rate of 4.1 per cent over 2022-2023. In the earlier 10 years between 2012-2013 and
2022-2023, freight traffic in terms of tonnage had also grown at a similar rate of around four percent. The
challenge to scale freight operations can only be met if the industrial hubs, ports operations are given a

boost.

The Railway Board in 2022 had noted that customers find rail tariffs along with first and last mile
connectivity costs less competitive than road, leading to a preference for road. NITI Aayog in 2023 noted
that freight charges were almost three times the passenger chargers as on 2018-2019. It also observed that
between 2009 and 2019, freight rates increased by 91 percent whereas passenger fares increased by 28

percent. There is need for rationalizing them to reduce losses while also ensuring affordability of prices.

In this year's Budget, Odisha gets Rs. 10,599 crore for Railways infrastructure. The sanctioned
amount marks an increase of Rs. 13 crore compared to the previous year's allocation of Rs. 10,586 crore.
There is seamless coordination between the Centre and State Government in securing land and forest
clearances. This cooperation has facilitated a massive railway investment of Rs. 78,000 crore in Odisha
with several projects underway. Out of Rs. 10,587 crore allocated in 2024-2025, 81.78 per cent of funds

have been utilized, that is Rs. 8,657 crore. This is a record expenditure in Odisha.

At present, six new Vande Bharat Express trains are operational in and through Odisha, and additional
trains are expected to be introduced soon, as the four-laning project between Chennai and Kolkata nears
completion and railways work from Kolkata to Bhadrak continues. Over the past decade, a new railway
track spanning 2,046 kilometres has been constructed in Odisha, surpassing the total rail network of
Malaya. Currently, the Kavach train protection system is set to be installed over a distance of 1,898
kilometres in Odisha with a national target established to complete the Kavach installation within six years,
as informed by the Railway Minister. Since 2014, a total of 1,516 kilometres have been electrified,

resulting in Odisha achieving 100 per cent electrification.

At present, there are 48 projects underway covering 4,784 kms. with an investment of Rs. 73,723
crore. Additionally, 59 Amrit Stations in Odisha are being developed at an estimated cost of Rs. 2,379

crore. Since 2014, 522 rail flyovers and under-bridges have been constructed. Furthermore, 43 lifts and 18



escalators have been installed for passenger convenience and Wi-F1 services are available at 234 stations.

The second opening of Cuttack Railway Station has been inaugurated for the benefit of commuters.

The railway network is also operating six Vande Bharat trains, which serve 17 districts with 25 unique
stops in Odisha. In addition, one Amrit Bharat Express connects Malda Town with eight unique stops in

Odisha and covers five districts.

However, one major decision has been creation of South Coast Railway Zone by bifurcating East
Coast Zone Waltair Railway Division which until now was part of the East Coast Railway. Actually,
Waltair Division has been divided into two. One part has been renamed Visakhapatnam Railway Division
and South Coast Railway and the other part of Odisha been converted into a new Division with
Headquarters at Rayagada under East Coast Railway Zone. Actually, 410 kms. will be under
Visakhapatnam Division and 680 kms. is placed in the new Division Headquartered at Rayagada. The old
Division of Waltair before its division was the highest revenue generating Division. Now, the revenue of

these two Division are to be measured.

I may draw attention of the Government to allot adequate funds for construction of new line from
Talcher to Gopalpur via Narasinghpur, Kantilo Khandapada and second line from Talcher to Nayagard via
Athagarh, Banki and Bolgarh. These two lines will not only decongest the Talcher line, but will make ease
in movement of coal freight from the mineral rich hinterland of Odisha. The third line from Baranga to
Kapilash Road via Cuttack has been approved. It is high time for the work to start. As three bridges are to
be constructed, it is necessary to expedite the construction work. There i1s need to remove the bottleneck so
that far-distance trains connecting Puri to Amritsar via Cuttack and Bhubaneswar to Siridi via Cuttack can

run without hindrance.

With these words, I thank the Railway Minister for overseeing the construction of new building of
Cuttack Railway Station, which is going to be a world-class station. The new Bhubaneswar Railway

Station also needs to have an ultra-modern look.Thank you.

SHRI G. LAKSHMINARAYANA (ANANTAPUR): Indian Railways has been the lifeline of our nation, connecting
cities, industries, and people across the length and breadth of the country. Under the visionary leadership of
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, we have witnessed an era of unprecedented transformation in the railway
sector. From the introduction of Vande Bharat trains, which have made high-speed, comfortable travel a
reality, to the push for 100 per cent electrification, reducing our carbon footprint and ensuring energy
efficiency, the commitment to modernizing Indian Railways is stronger than ever. The Dedicated Freight
Corridors are another milestone, ensuring faster and more efficient transportation of goods, boosting trade

and industry.

This year's Railway Budget for 2025-26, with an allocation of Rs. 72.55 lakh crore, further
strengthens this commitment to infrastructure development and modernization. I would also like to thank
the hon. Prime Minister and the hon. Railway Minister for addressing some of Andhra Pradesh's long-
standing demands, including the laying of the foundation stone for the South Coastal Railway Zone in

Visakhapatnam and the sanctioning of the Amaravati Railway Line. While we acknowledge these



achievements, I want to bring attention to the specific needs of my constituency, Anantapur, and the
broader Rayalaseema region. Anantapur is an agricultural hub, particularly known for horticulture products

such as groundnuts, mangoes, bananas, and tomatoes.

However, due to high logistics costs and inadequate rail freight support, farmers struggle to get fair
prices for their produce. The Kisan Rail scheme, aimed at providing affordable and fast transport for
perishable agricultural goods, should be expanded to serve Anantapur better. The existing 50 per cent
freight subsidy under Operation Greens covers fruits and vegetables, but it must be extended to other key
agricultural products like pulses, groundnuts, and dairy products, which are the backbone of Anantapur's
economy. Further, there is an urgent need to develop Anantapur as a rail-linked agri-logistics hub. Given its
strategic location on the Bengaluru-Hyderabad corridor, the region is well-positioned to become a major
centre for agricultural exports. The Railways must establish a dedicated perishable goods terminal in
Anantapur, integrate cold storage facilities at railway stations, and ensure seamless multi-modal
connectivity with ports like Krishnapatnam for export-driven agricultural growth. These steps will not only

benefit farmers but will also boost the economy of the entire Rayalaseema region.

In addition to freight transport, passenger connectivity remains a challenge. The people of Anantapur
require better train connectivity to key economic hubs like Vijayawada, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and
Chennai, especially overnight express trains. The demand for new long-distance trains linking Anantapur
with major metropolitan cities must be addressed to facilitate student travel, employment opportunities, and
business expansion. Hon'ble Speaker, an equally critical aspect of railway infrastructure is maintaining the
quality of service and safety for passengers. Anantapur is a key commercial centre, and its railway station
requires immediate enhancements. I urge the Railway Ministry to install hydrants for water coaches at
Anantapur station to ensure the cleanliness and upkeep of trains. Additionally, there is a pressing need to
increase Carriage and Wagon (C&W) personnel to conduct thorough coach inspections, enhancing

passenger safety and service efficiency.

Moreover, better accessibility is a must for the growing number of passengers. The addition of
escalators and lifts will significantly improve the travel experience, especially for senior citizens and
differently-abled passengers. Upgrading station infrastructure in Anantapur will not only make railway

travel more convenient but also enhance the overall efficiency of railway operations in the region.

Hon. Speaker, Indian Railways is not just about transportation-it is about economic empowerment. To
truly make Viksit Bharat 2047 a reality, it is crucial that our railways cater to the needs of farmers, small
traders, and rural entrepreneurs. I urge the Hon'ble Railway Minister to expand freight subsidies for
agricultural produce, establish an agri-logistics hub in Anantapur, improve rail-based cold storage
infrastructure, enhance station facilities, and increase passenger train connectivity. These measures will not
only uplift farmers but also position Andhra Pradesh as a key player in India's agricultural exports and

economic growth.

Thank you.



*m87 DR. KALANIDHI VEERASWAMY (CHENNAI NORTH): Railways is the life line of our nation
playing a significant and crucial role in the transport of crores of people and goods leading to huge
economic activity. The history of railways dates back from the times the East India Company in 1853 when
Pune- Arakkonam-Nagpur were constructed. Subsequent development happened under British India. Post-
Independence, our growth has been very disappointing. The route length in 1947 was 54,694 Kilometres
and 78 years on in 2024 it is only 69,181 kilometres which shows that only 14,487 kilometres have been
added by us in 78 years.

The progress of the ongoing High speed rail networks is at a snail pace. Though a target of 2028 has
been set, [ wonder it will be completed even by 2040. It is sad to note that Tamil Nadu has been allocated

only Rs.6000 crore which is only 2.2 per cent of the capital expenditure of 2025-26.

Tamil Nadu being one of the fastest developing States, it is in the country?s best interest to invest
fairly at least 10 per cent which would be Rs.26,500 crore to boost revenue by railways. Several projects in
Tamil Nadu like Tindivanam Tiruvannamalai railway line ((71 kilometres) , Athipattu-Puttur railway line
(38 kilometres), Morappur-Dharmapari (36 kilometres), Mannargudi-Pattukkottai railway line (41
kilometres) and Tanjavur- Pattukkottai railway line (52 kilometres) are unduly delayed. This can only lead
to cost escalations which are inevitable due to such delays. A new line along ECR from Chennai to

Kanyakumari and first phase from Chennai to Kadalm would open huge economic potential.

The state of freight network in lamentable. The average speed at 30 kilometres per hour is way below
international standards and the network also needs ramping up to realise the vision 5 trillion dollar GDP by
2030.

ICF has Vande Bharat rake is lying for 15 days despite interning Southern Railway to take it. Sadly,
Southern Railway has been lethargic about it which may may lead to it to ICF allocating it to some other
railways. Through you, I request the Railway Minister to instruct GM,SR to immediately accept the said

rake and commission it as soon as possible.

Sir, the rising derailments, collisions and deaths in Railway is alarming. There were times when such
incidents of grave concern occurred. There will be a moral responsibility taken and resignation would
ensure. Nowadays, it is taken as a trifle and we stride along. This callous attitude i1s something we should

shun and accountability should be fixed for such events.

Sir, we have had several complaints from passenger from Tamil Nadu when they cross Tamil Nadu
border. Though they have reserved seats, huge crowds come without a reservation and threaten them are
forced to accommodate them. These incidents should be addressed by providing a Railway Police Force

cabin to protect these people.

Similarly, each train can be provided for long distance travel with a medical personnel for any

emergencies.

Once again, I request proper allocation of funds and speedy completion of Tamil Nadu rail projects.
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2) el @ o RiAR

(3) SATYR § Yel Joi-1Y

(4) FRrSf O TR am s

TR SRIY g fob Sudad et faert oR et Sifiremiival &t T MG Ua & &1 §ul Sl 3R
B HAT TR ¥ OTd / 9d & GRM RIF 9996 $I UFfiert o IR fou S gg Hex v
B |

3id ®, & g1 I1edl § [ T8 Toic Yad & H 3awgs JURI &l R &1 J f[Awa w1 e | 43
T & [ TRBR B 3Ad & 7 3R 31fd GURT B AT 5, 3R T8 Toic I aIddl &l I
- U fAma @1 8 | 3ra: H (U1 3R 31Tt uref &t 3R ¥ e IHT H U Y 2025-26 & Id HATGTT
¥ goic B ROIR fRIY FRA g RIY F=al § fr W Iy 87 ¥ Iefda Iad fawal
TeTgHfdgd® faaR & gU & &1 3ded gHidd frar S | 4=arg |

SHRIMATI PRATIBHA SURESH DHANORKAR (CHANDRAPUR): | represent Chandrapur Lok Sabha Constituency and

there is an urgent need to develop railway network here. As of now, railway infrastructure is not available
as per the need. I demand to start fast and super-fast trains or the train like Vande Bharat on Ballarpur-

Pune and Ballarpur -Mumbai Route.

In addition to this, I would also like to demand to start a DEMU train on Ballarpur-Nagpur Route

having at least 3 trips a day for the convenience of passengers doing up down on this route on daily basis.

I also demand to start a train for Kolkata via Ballarpur-Gondia. Kazipet-Pune train should run thrice

a week.



The Government should take an initiative to start railway operations at large scale in Yavatmal

district too.

There is a village called Visapur in Ballarpur Tehsil and a railway line passing through it divides this

village in two parts.

An underpass has been constructed there but, it is not possible to walk through it during dark.

Hence, I would like to request the Government to kindly construct a footbridge there.

*m90 S1. FRIaTelt SSTWT HTE (ATR) : T & H Sl golc U g3 § 3R T 3T W U+ foaR @
ARA |

o AR T 8 AT E | TR AT &7 § A ¥ad 3R SfEur 7 ¥ad &t 3R § T SRIER
foaT ST € | 89R g9 &3 T JW St SREHT X HAGd Bt 3R I AR 74T § e 3t de
ST UISaRM d1e Tl 81 U § | HUAT IHD] Sleg I Sleg USRI AT HX | IUHT T 81 BIaal
g g b S s 9 faRmame "4 Siien arall Jad & gel &I ¢ I o] golg o T8 3R
S BT YR §d g1l |

AR S TV AIGE b BT B ot 95 g1 A1 § SUDT 3R &M G I oerd ¢ |

AR Yod wIH ¥ A1 Egar & forg tep +f ¢ 981 Il € | $UT B gHR g9 & ¥ fowdt, e,
3SR & foTE ¢ IaTs og |

AR Y S0 URA & oW T Sgd @ HH S 8 | AT AR ¥ feeuldd, I, s I SAGURT &
fere Yrger A TR 2 9ars o |

PHIeETYR H ANTYR ¢ TR aRN IR 9dTg oY |
qUl-RIdex1aTg de YR ¢ a1 Gas Ridvariaie &1 $@ ¢ aril AR delTs oiTg |

AR S qU BT HIH qRd AT BX oD HRUT TgT IR Sl 8 o B 45 BT &1 31 I8y Iam 8
9% &9 ST |

R &7 T T RIFS! R elgae gH ST I8d & ITD! qRd ATe B qUT ST ! /U Jel a&1b J & |
REMT o 8 ¥ad RIFH! R Yo it BT FHI0 SR a81 1 W€ IP maintain X |
BT HRIBIA H 8¢ Jo! Xad TSIt qed a1 ! oY |

AR WIE R S ¢ (T8 TR YR HRE TR ) 89 H 4 a7 TR Thdl § 99 AR-8SUR &
fore TeR SR R AT Y | §SIRT OISR & foft wrial 8T |

AR IS ! Hgalal & did | 1 IR TR BT FHIUT g1 FoTgH B! 2 $i &ad gl |
AR Xd }-M WR fUe A8 &1 H1H Jgd He 11 9 916 8 39 qid W1 far o |

AT &3 T SRexd o f38Td ¥ ROB TYT RUB &1 619 qRd fhdl ST | 3fTeeT H1e, 3GIRR Qe UG
% ROB XA gHT SR ¢ |




AR Xd RIS TR WEHIE . 3 3R 4 BT HIH TR HoR P qUT eg Y Sleg GRT D |

fOCHIgH TUT 3Hd YRd TR (TR) & AT Sufficient TSI B ARG DX |

DRI BT H G Ug KT Bl qRd AT DX |
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eIy, AFAG Yd HAt ©ff Yad & Ufd 1! oW I6d § | 3ad o P A% a1 Hedld! g,
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arelt misal