Regarding need to ensure efficient implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in all
parts of the country- laid

SUSHRI PRANITI SUSHILKUMAR SHINDE (SOLAPUR): The Jal Jeevan Mission,
though ambitious in scope, faces serious credibility and implementation
challenges. The Expenditure Finance Committee?s decision to slash the Jal Shakti
Ministry?s funding demand by 46% raises concerns about flawed financial
planning. This is particularly alarming amid allegations of inflated work contracts in
several states, pointing to weak accountability and oversight mechanisms.
Transparency in tendering, timely cost audits, and independent third-party
evaluations remain inadequate. The Government?s silence on investigations into
these irregularities erodes public trust, as does the lack of a publicly available audit
detailing financial discrepancies. With a ¥1.25 lakh crore shortfall, financially
weaker states risk stalled progress, deepening regional disparities in tap water
access. Further, the Mission?s singular focus on tap connections overlooks crucial
aspects like water quality, source sustainability, and supply duration. There is
limited data on functional service delivery metrics such as hours of daily supply.
The credibility gap widens with the JJM dashboard continuing to report outdated
coverage figures, even as NSS and rural household data suggest far lower actual
penetration. Without updated and verified household data, the Mission?s claims
risk being seen as inflated. A transparent overhaul is essential to restore faith and
ensure equitable water access.



