Regarding need for financial audit and modernization of Semi Conductor
Laboratory (SCL) in Mohali, Punjab- laid

SHRI MANISH TEWARI (CHANDIGARH): I would like to draw the attention of the
Government towords the matter of urgent public importance regarding the long-
pending modernisation of the Semi-Conductor Laboratory (SCL), Mohali, which has
suffered decades of losses, technological obsolescence, and repeated delays in
upgradation. Despite being Indias earliest semiconductor fabrication facility, SCL
continues to operate far below global benchmarks, reportedly still on outdated
nodes and limited production capacity. There is growing concern that no
comprehensive audit has been publicly disclosed on the losses, damages and
recovery aftermath of the devastating 1989 fire, nor on subsequent declines in
capability. Further, substantial funds allocated over the past two decades for repair,
modernisation and R&D appear either under-utilised or inadequately monitored,
raising questions on efficiency and oversight. Given Indias ambitious
semiconductor mission, it is imperative that the Government clarify the current
technology node, wafer size, and production capacity of SCL; the approvals and
timelines for its upgrade; and the role expected to be played by the India
Semiconductor Mission. I urge the Government to conduct an independent
performance and financial audit to ensure transparency, accountability, and
effective utilisation of public funds to build SCL into a globally competitive facility.



