The Viksit Bharat ? Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin): Vb ? G Ram G (Viksit
Bharat- G Ram G) Bill, 2025- Introduced
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SHRI T. R. BAALU (SRIPERUMBUDURY): Sir, at the introduction stage itself, | oppose the Bill.
Mahatma Gandhi once said ?India lives in villages?. He also dreamed that the economic freedom
should be given to the poorest of the poor. Keeping this in his mind, Dr. Manmohan Singh, during
UPA?s period, had brought a novel scheme under MGNREGA and because of this Scheme, crores
and crores of poor people have benefited in the country. They have not only received the

remuneration, but have also enjoyed the benefit of this scheme for the work of upto 100 days.

Now, in the name of Mahatma Gandhi ji, this Government, because of hatredness, is going to
bring a new BiIll.? (Interruptions) This is very bad.? (/Interruptions) The father of the nation is being

ridiculed by this Government. ?? (Interruptions) | oppose this Bill. ? (/nterruptions)



el Brger mieY argT @RATS) ¢ eneRuiT sreme Wy Sft, § M 72 (1) & d8d 39 R @
qR-TTIO R IR AT T ATART &9 HRAT AT & | HETHT el JrEor ASAIR TRET DI fUeet &
T I YTHIOT AR @bl ASHTR S H SR 07 3refeaieeeT el Hore S H Hard W8T & | I8 g BhifcipRy
BT & b ST SRIpT SIRIT TR, T A o T RISTIcre etl = 390 XY 81T &l | 39 aRT 100 3 @
RISTTR $9 2T b R TR J RN ATS-I81 ! fHeralr & |

& e ST € | ST9 89 39--370 &5 H ST &, 3119 o ST & fob Sx-qr ¥ & fog Sirefm & fob
HRAT T HOIGR I & | I8 TR RN 81T &, Ib <iex W IRT 81l &, 87 ety T 8rer geer| &l v
BT 8 | 7 (UaY) IR, H g8 e Ugd I8! g, J3 Uga aIfIY | U e offft, J3 uga aIfofy | I+7ch 81
e T I8 PO BId &, AT d Seivil HoIgyl e & | ART §9 el WR Sifeviedre € | I8 Sl bR &, §9D
T8 BN TRIT HIS-T81 TSI ASTR DT BT TRET Al 8, AT SMUPR T 8, 98 37 o1 H FiT o
IR R FTfeAd BT & | $FhT Hlold & b STaT ASHR P 71 &, I8 39 AT gRT 100 AT B ISR
ST AR & | S AT b A §9h o1g S Yoit & S 8, g8 Y AT 0R ST Bl & AT 59
AT & foTg RTe O ST8T wom 81l &, g8l STt aRRIfRIT 31 7T o STeR R feiRa giar e |

HEIeY, 39 eI Bl SRTel-1 W SUMTH 4(1) 3R 4(2) RT s Bl SIS &1 TS & b I8 Usel 4 &1
e &R o fob fbeit Goft et woit SITQT | oy e & 734 Qe Hemes &l FoRaiarT T i
RET & | 39D SIRY YT FHTAT T 9 AT bl JFT DT ST 11T TRIEIRIT b SATER WR T &= DT YRT JATDPR
T TIT o7 AT 31T I8 TIBR FHHOIR faT SITRET & | 2 (SIFe)

I STEE: 519 997 U= =T BRI 9 3179 IR et 7 3T re aiefTr |
? (TTI)

et Brier el argr : HEley, Alde Bl 7ot H1emT & S &R fh & 8oy 7 o1tk 8IFT AR, T8t JeT |reT
G ST 5 & | I8 fqees g9t JeT H1eT 7 faRg & |

TEISY, 9 I8 & AT H AR T BRI STIBR HHIR 81 38T & 3R I8 Afem & i 2 |
SR T HT ¥ I8 DI ST AT 3R ST F& 7 IE SAMDBR ST b fAT AT | HETTHT T7ell HT ST
& 90 UFTIeT ST bt A AT T 3R 3 fA8Tes SRT SATGIR Y2l § 60 HITeIeT AT, 379 $H HSRAT AT
& | SR Q@i ol FRfed el UR 98 R USTT, WRT AR I I Iy et arefedraver g &l 3R A S
bR D SR H & |

BIed, 397 fIeIe GRT dhg BT fARIAUT SQRIT ST ¥&T & 31K ReRY Rl ST %8 & 1 100 o IoiR
BT 125 o P DI 91 Pa &, oAb T I IR HTGR! DT IGIRT bl PIS 1T 18] el s & | T &l




91 8 fob 3l Tep ST 91T 8, 8] R 81 g & |

TBISY, H SRR 1 PHET ATE § fob &R AT BT A ISl Dbl Aefdh AT H e ATl & | e oY
JE a1 TIT & I WRBR B Y G e Ul & | 2 (STTHT)

AT 3TEe: 31T a9 72 & faRver Uehe o |
2 (TIHT)

el fRieT Mid areT : T8y, A-T MR wWige & o fomT =l & 3fR foT JeT &t et folv s aRe &
STegl-sleal ¥ fIeRIe URT 981 8HT a1eV | I8 [I8e arusy fofam ST aTfey 3R 3% §ael § IRDR DI 747
foreIep UeT H_AT AR | 2 (TaET) HETeHT el Sit A% GRaR o T8l o, <ifehT AR IRaR SRY 81 8 3fR q¥ Qe
T TET AT & 17 (STa8T)

qeIcd, MRS 91 I8 & b Te Sior-Tsdiet 31N e g & fov 33 Tt Iffar & g 9o Siem
AT 31k IS [AeTes Bt BT it He<aranian, T iR Gamrel & TR U= T AT 4er 8141 a1fey 3iR 7 &
URT BT 911RT | €gaTE |

IR JTETE : AT Fe1ur, § bt off Ao ey ot dfer § & AebT =mecll g, elfebT e et
IR Ufeharan A TTdT & | 3IIT, AT TS e & JTeY Dol foh &5 A= 3TeeT = dict el T |
e SR 3R ufeharen & gerdr & iR R 72 Ift a9 Jeii A ugr & |

H ft ot HiepT 2711, 3fely # @t AT FSRT & 3 6 fh e 72 & SicHia fawal o &
YT 91T T Iepd T | ST 59 R {&eT A =raf gRiY, Al 3119 S f49e oR 3ot feet =rif o &bl & |

Y. FRTe IR S |

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, under Rule 72(1), | oppose the introduction of the Viksit

Bharat ? Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin): VB ? G RAM G Bill.

Sir, | oppose the idea of replacing the father of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi?s name with G
RAM G. Ram ji is respected by people in the country but to me, Mahatma Gandhi is much more

relevant. This distortion of the name of MGNREGA is something we object to.

We have other points of objections like, instead of being a demand-driven scheme, it has

become a supply-driven scheme and the States are having to cough up 40 per cent of the total



allotment, which will pose a great pressure on the States? finances. That is why, | think, instead of

discussing it here, we should refer it to a Select Committee, which can go into the merits of the Bill.

That is why, |, again, strongly oppose it. This is the first Bill of Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan. ?
(Interruptions) | think he should go back and send the Bill to a Select Committee. | oppose the

introduction of the Bill.
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SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Sir, | will fully confine to Rule 72.

Sir, | would like to first speak regarding the name of the Bill. Kindly go through Article 51A, that
is, the Fundamental Duties of a Citizen. It says that it shall be the duty of every citizen of India to
abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag, and the National
Anthem. Clause (b) of Article 51A says, ?To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our

national struggle for freedom?.

Sir, who led the national struggle for freedom? That was none other than the late Mahatma
Gandhi. The name of Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the nation, is being removed from the Act as

well as from the Scheme. ? (Interruptions) | feel that this is an insult to the Father of the Nation.

Sir, my point is this. Hon. Minister, Chouhan ji, kindly explain it. We have no objection in
putting the name ?Ram?. You can put it in any other place. But my simple and logical question to
the hon. Minister is this. Please logically explain to the House as to why you are removing the name

of the father of the nation from the Act and the Scheme.

Sir, | have a second point to make which is purely within Rule 72. ? (Interruptions) As per the
Act of 2005, this is a statutory right to work. But now, as per Clause 3 of the Bill, it is very specific
that it is none other than a Centrally-sponsored Scheme. Previously, it was a demand-driven
Scheme. Now, it is purely a Centrally-sponsored Scheme and the amount and the annual budget will

be described by the Central Government and that would be provided. ? (Interruptions)



Sir, my third point is this. This is a technical objection. | am talking about Schedules. Kindly go
through the Schedule. Hon. Speaker, Sir, may kindly see the legislative drafting. Kindly go through
the First Schedule. If you go through Schedule |, it is just like an Act. Actually, what is the purpose of
a Schedule? A Schedule is meant to make some programmes or some actions to be taken and for
related matters. But if you go through the Schedule of the Bill, it is just like a Bill; it has clauses, and
the aims and objects of the Bill are being well explained in the Schedule. Is this the proper way of
legislative drafting of a Bill, by appending such content to the original Bill as Schedule | and thereby
making a mockery of legislative drafting? Is it permissible? Kindly go through Schedule | of the Bill.

There is a specific purpose for a Schedule. Unfortunately, that has not been complied with.

The last point is that the State Government will be burdened with a huge financial liability. As
a result, the significance of the scheme will be lost because, in Kerala, | know that about Rs. 2,500
crore, according to this calculation, the State has to find out, but from where? That means, finally,

the work will be affected and loss of employment will occur.

Therefore, kindly withdraw the Bill. | once again oppose the Bill and request the Government

to withdraw the Bill. Thank you.
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DR. SHASHI THAROOR (THIRUVANANTHAPURAM): Thank you, Mr. Speaker, | would also like to
oppose the introduction of the proposed Bill, The Viksit Bharat ? G Ram G Bill, which represents a
deeply regrettable and retrograde step for our nation and our nation?s commitment to the welfare of

its most vulnerable citizens.

My first objection, Mr. Speaker, as with others, is the ill-advised decision to remove the name
of the father of the nation, for the reasons already given, which | will not repeat. This is not just an
administrative tweak; it is an assault on the very spirit and philosophical foundation of this crucial

programme.

Mahatma Gandhi?s vision of Ram Rajya was never a purely political programme. It was a

socio-economic blueprint rooted in the empowerment of villages, and his unwavering faith in Gram



Swaraj was part of his vision of Ram Rajya. So, the original Act, by bearing his name, acknowledged
his profound conviction that true employment guarantee and upliftment must flow from the

grassroots, embodying his principle of ?the last man first?.

To remove the name of Mahatma Gandhi is to strip the Bill of its moral compass and its
historical legitimacy, and then to have two languages in the title, merely to make the acronym ?G
RAM G?, is not just a violation of Article 348, as pointed out in the previous discussion, but it also

reminds me of a song, of a lyric from my childhood.
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We must also seriously question the legislative intent behind the financial restructuring
proposed in the Bill. The proposal to impose 40 per cent of the financial burden directly on the State
Governments is not just fiscally irresponsible, but it is a measure that threatens to make the entire

programme unviable.

This sudden and massive shift in liability will inevitably make it impossible for poorer States. It
will lead to delays in wage payments, reduced days of work, and ultimately the destruction of the
Scheme itself. It is a violation of fiscal federalism, which is why | do not think we have the legislative

competence to do that.

Finally, it also makes the scheme contingent upon executive notification, allowing the Union to
decide when and where the scheme will operate. This fundamentally alters the ratio of the

programme.
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SHRI K. C. VENUGOPAL (ALAPPUZHA): Sir, thank you very much. Sir, | rise to oppose this Bill
under Rule 72. Basically, this is also a fundamental attack on the Constitution. Basically, MNREGA
is the right to employment for the common people of this country. That guarantee is therefore the

employment. That guarantee now exists only on paper because of this Bill.

Sir, already many Members have mentioned that this is a demand driven programme. This
destroys the universal coverage. The hollow promises of 125 days is not going to happen at all
because of the shift of the financial burden to the States. Forty percent of the fund has to be borne
by the States. My point is this. The father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi led the freedom struggle.
Hon. Minister Shivraj Chouhan Ji, your name will be remembered as the Minister who removed the

father of the nation?s name. Your name will be remembered. ? (Interruptions)
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SHRI K. C. VENUGOPAL: Sir, every day, our hon. Prime Minister is talking about Mahatma Gandhi

Ji in a big way. Now, you are bringing a legislation to remove his name. ? (Interruptions)
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At this stage, Sushri S. Jothimani, Shri T. M. Selvaganapathi, Sushri Mahua Moitra, Shri
Mohibbullah and some other hon. Members came and stood on the floor near the Table.
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